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" A, hting dead, yet speaketh," Heb. xi. 4. 



TO tHE CONGREGATION AT PROVIDENCE 
CHAPEL, GRAY'S INN LANE. 

The first idea of publishing the Epistolary 
Correspondence of our dear and invaluable' 
BastoT was suggested to me by a friend, who' 
also proposed that the profits arising therefrom 
should be dedicated to some laudable purpose, 
such as the relief of the poor members of the 
household of faith, or otherwise, as circtim* 
stances might require; with this view, and that 
nothing valuable from the pen of the deceased 
might be lost or hidden, I was induced to solicit 
his friends to favour me with their letters for 
that purpose; to which request they have in' 
general kindly acquiesced ; and, as I am in pos- 
session of m^ny valuable epistles, evidently 
written under the Holy Spirit's influence, 1 have 
no doubt but a blessing will attend the perusal 
of them. 

It is our intention to publish these Letters in 
Numbers, in order to make th^ purchase more 
easy, and bring them sooner to light They will^ 
however, be so arranged as to bind in volumes 
afterwards. Some were written more than 
twenty years ago; by which it will be clearly 
seen that our Prophet then held the same great 
truths of the gospel which he constantly and 
invariably maintained to the last. He lived and 
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died in the same faith, and was a bright ex- 
lample to the church of God who sunrive him. 

Having been requested to give some relation 
of what passed during the last illness of so emi- 
nent a. servant of Cbrist^ the two introductory 
l^tttn are^ inserted with that view; which, 
though of a private nature^ as they contain % 
concise account of what dropped from hit lips 
during that short period, will, I hope, be fully 
satisfactory. 

I firmly believe what is now in hand to b« 
pleasing in God's sight — my conscience bearing 
me witness to the truth I assert. And I also 
believe th^t it would have b^en approved . of 
by our departed friead> as the welfare of the. 
church always lay near his h^arfo In this cim- 
^dpnce { subscribe myself 

A poor Mourner in Zion, 

But yours affectionately, 

20 July, 1813. A E. SANDERSON. 

9. S. Many^ I understand, have blamed me fpr not hanging 
the pulpit in black. It would certainly have been congenial 
to my feelings so to have done, but for the express injunctions 
of oor good friend to the coDtrzry. In his will he has particu- 
larly mentioned that be would have '' no funeral seraiops 00 
funeral odej no pulpit hung in black.*'* And, as heretofore I 
have strictly adhered to his desires, so I hope never to deviate 
from what I believe to have been his will. 
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To Mr. DENSIEY. 

Tunbridge Wcllg, 

iiUfS, 1$13. 
MT DEAR SIR, 

As it was your desire to hear every particular 
respecting the last few weeks of our dear de- 
parted friend, I wilj, to the best of my tecol- 
lectioD, comply with your request 

Eariy on Friday morning, June 11th, Mr. 
Huntington was taken ill in a violent and 
alarming manner^ which continued to increase 
till the Sunday following, when he was pro* 
nonnced to be i|i great danger. On the Mon- 
day he revived a little; and qn the Tuesday, 
though too ill to leave his bed, he made up his 
mind to go on the following Friday to Tun- 
bridge Wells; and, in pursuance of this reso« 
lution, left Hermes Hous^ at six in the morn- 
ing, accompanied by Lady Sanderson. His 
weakness was so apparent that it was with dif- 
ficulty he got down stairs into the carriage^ 
and aftQj it drove off, knowing how ill he was, 
for some hours afterwards Miss Sanderson and 
myself were expecting his return. He, how- 
ever, got through the journey tolerably wel^ 
and had been at Tunbridge about ten tiays^ 
during which he sometimes got a little better^ 



and then again relapsed, when we received a 
letter expressing his wish for us to join him. 
We accordingly set off, and (as jfou know) ar- 
rived there on the Sdth. I shall never forget 
the shock I received when ve entered the 
room. He held out his hand, and kissed us 
both, but we could none of us speak. From 
•that moment I was convinced that (humanly 
speaking) he never could recover,' as it appeared 
.to* me his, end was fast approaching.. If you 
remember, when you came into the room, you 
told him you were glad to see him look so com- 
fortable. He replied, '^ Why* should I look 
otherwise ? Death with me has lost its sting 
these forty years; I am no mpre afraid of death 
.than I am of my night cap." When you 
and Mr. Over tpok leave of him the following 
morning I was convinced, by bis look and man- 
ner, he was sure in his -own mind he should 
3ee you no more. That day he -was very ill ; 
but in the evening appeared better, was very 
cheerful and comfortable, and sat up beyond 
JiiS; usual time, and much surprised us by de- 
claring his intention once more to su-p with us, 
wyin^, hie . felt an appetite. Knowing how ill 
he was, we judged it an u nfavourable. circum- 
stance, and . such in the event it proved. I 
shall never forget that meal; it was the last 
we ever partook of together. He asked a bless- 
ing in a voice, weak' and trembling, but in a 



siaiiner, solemn and impressive. During sup- 
pler, ^r the first time* since his illness, he men* 
tioned his congregation. He spoke of those 
who bad stedfastly abode by his ministry, and 
said that' the blessing of God would ever rest 
upon them : of others^ who had felt offended 
because without reserve he had declared the 
whole Counsel of Ood : of others^ who had 
been carried away by every new minister, that 
appeared amongst us, and of some others who 
bad entirely left the Chapel: of the differ^at 
characters of professors among the congre-^ 
gatioUy and of the blessings and judgmeuts 
from God which would come upon them, he 
spoke in a strong and decided manner. He 
told us that heavy trials would soon come upon 
the church; when it would be made manifest 
that none could be saved but those who held 
fast what he had advanced. He made a clear 
distinction . between those wbo^ because tbey 
could not come up to his standard, or had not 
experienced thb grand truths he advanced, felt 
on that account enmity to him and to his doc- 
trine; tliat these would prefer a minister of 
shallow experience, and when they heard him 
descrijbe a saint, finding they could come up 
to the standard, rested secure and well satisfied 
with their state ; and some of this description 
he intimated he knew to be among his congre- 
gation. He then spoke in a sweet and encctu- 



ragiiig mianarr of otbersy whoy wlma Haxsy bwri 
"Ac wbole ccNinsel of God dedareii, and felt 
boor sbort tlfiey oacne^ experienced iorrow oi^ 
thzJi acoeunt^ and prayed earneetly to God to 
cfttrry on hiis owa work, and establbh tlMQ i& 
every laecessary truth. Upon Lady S^oderson'a 
observing she wished she could rtcoHect all he 
had said relative to the church, he replied, hn 
bad much more to say, whieh soine other time 
we should pen down from his lips, and after his; 
death publish it: but this, to ouf great regret^> 
never Qould be done — that night was bis iaat! — 
He then spoke in the highest terms of grateful 
aflfectioB to Lady Sanderson ; and, thanking 
her for all her kind, unre^tting attentions to 
him, said that all it was possible to do had been 
done for him ; spoke of the very great blessing 
she had been to him, and that ever since he 
had known her he had always found her uni* 
formly the same — kind, faithful, and afFec^ 
*tionate. Though I have often heard him say 
as much before, yet a further confirmation of it 
in his dying hours was as gratifying as it was 
strictly just and true. He then added, ^^ la 
^thc name of my God, before my departure, I. 
bless you all, and oommit you into his hands/' 
This benediction, pronounced in a manni^r so 
s^emo and affectionate, we never can foi-get. 
He said many other things expressive of bis 
parting with us in perfect peace a.nd u&io]»| 



Slid, after returning thanks, added, ^* Now, 
my dears, jrou shall all three put the to bed thii 
Bight/' Upon one of us offering to call the 
servant, be said, ^* No; you will be quite suf* 
flcient; you shall see what a man I. am.** 
Seeing us much afFeoted, he said} ^* I often 
Atink it will not be long before we shall all, 
one after the other, lay down our heads upon 
tim sanw' pillow.". He got into bed with lesa 
<ttfficiilty than usual, and before he laid down 
said, ^ God bless you alL'' 

I sat up with him t&at night ; be slept very 
little; wsa restless, and his fever very high; 
Early in the morning I perceived a great 
ctiange in faim .for the worse, and called Lady 
Sbmderspn, who sent for the medical gentle-^ 
man that attended him, and also a very skilful 
ptiyticiian> Cupping was recommended, and 
many other things tried, but without effect, for^ 
after every remedy had been appiiedi he evi- 
dently got WQrs«, and hijs breath grew shorter 
and ^horler. We all stood round, him, together 
with Mr, Mot*gao and.Mr. Stone. He appeared 
to be in no pain ; was calm and tradquil ; and 
after breathing deeply tbree times I perceived it 
was all lOver. At about twenty minutes before 
nine hJS' spvit fled. For a lew moments all was 
silence.i-r-^^ Mark the perfect man, and behold 
1^ upfight» for the etoi of that man is peace." 
Piling the whole of the day he was eyidently 
in mentol pnyw^ but his voice was lost» 
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Owing to a quantity of blood having, settled in 
his head, it gave a wild appearance to his eye^ 
and for the last few hours deprived him of his 
sight; and there being much phlegm, in hb 
throat, and not having sufficient strength left 
to cough, prevented his speaking, though he 
made several attempts. . We could now and 
then distinctly hear him say, in a very . low 
whisper, *'My Father, come!*' — <' Bless God; 
praise him." — Sensible he certainly was to the 
last, and knew Lady Sanderson's voice; for, 
though; he could not see her, when she ap- 
proached the bed he turned towards her; and a 
few minutes before he died took some water 
from her hand. His . countenance expressed jaL 
heavenly resignation, and with that impression 
he died. 

During the whole of his illness he was re- 
markably patient, and bore-his sufferings with 
great fortitude. I sat up with him several 
nights ; and, though he could get no sleep, he 
did not for one moment repine. One night 
he said. ^^ Oh, ^Ittit an . unspeakable mercy 
now to be in possession of a good hope through 
grace ! I often think of my former troubl^s^ 
when I used to rove about from post to pillar, 
seeking rest but finding none. Blessed be 
God, it is not so now. Where Christ once 
condescends to come, that poor sinner is at 
home; he takes his home with him wherever 
he goes. I now reap the benefits ^of my pro- 



fesakm. What a poor miserable ' creiatisre 
should 1 he were I without God^ and had no 
iiope in the world ! But my . conscience does 
«ot accuse me. I have loved and served my 
God. faithfully ; . but I obtamed merey to be 
faithful". 

He was very fkr from joyful the day be- 
fore he left town,' and the day he arrived at 
.the Wells he was much tried in his mind; 
bat during the rest of his illness be. enjoyed 
a solid peace, a heavenly resignation, and a 
feeling sense of gratitude to Qod for his good* 
/ness to. him in providence as well as in grace. 

He used often to compare his former poverty 
«with his present prosperity; his sharp conflicts^ 
:hard labour and hard fare; with his comfortable 
home and spiritual blessings : and would weep 
^with gratitude to God for his undeserved good- 
ness to one so unworthy. For some time pre- 
vious to his death he appeared dead to every 
thing in which he had formerly taken pleasure. 
The trees which he had planted, and whose 
growth in the spring, he had so anxiously 
-wutched, he could now walk round the garden 
And no longer notice. His hot-house, where he 
.had formerly spent so much time, he scarcely 
ever .entered.^ Indeed every thing seemed to 
'have lost its power to please. Though he said 
.very little, his countenance' expressed sweet 
peace within : he appearedto live in the l)igher 
world; for his mind'was there, though his poor 
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afflicted b<idy wu wi& u8.-^He bad for acme 
time a strong impression on his mind that his 
end was near, and very frequently spoke of it : 
but» as we had heard him say so many years be- 
fi^re, and it being an evil day.tbat we wished 
to put far ofiv we did not much regard it The 
Wednesday fortnight before he preached his 
last sermon, after he qime home, while he was 
in the study, and I was helping him off with 
his coat, he said, *^ Betsy, my work is nearly 
done; a very few times more, and all will soon 
he over/' I said, ^^ No, ^ir, I hope not'' But 
he answered, *^ You may depemi upon il^ it is 
so. Oh, how I. long to see my blessed Saviour ! 
Wb^t a glorious prospect is now before me«**tD 
be with him where my faith has been fixed these 
forty years !** 

The night before he was taken ill Mr. and 
Mn. Over called to see him. He was very 
cheerful ami affectionate, and seemed very un- 
willing to part with them. After supper he was 
more happy than I have seen him for a long 
while, and conversed with Lady Sanderson for 
a considerable time upon the joys of heaven in 
a most wonderful manner, till he seemed to be 
parried above the earth. -^During his illness Mn 
JExlward Aldridge saw him several times. < He 
seemed much pleased with his society, and coup 
verted freely with him, as may be seal by. the 
following extract :— ^ . 
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' ^^In fhe ftdveral intet^iews I had with iifrs 
Huntit)gto& dufmg his last illtiiss, I found 
his mind perfectiy tranquil, and his ^ coiiversa«< 
tiAn spirituaL To him the king of terrors was 
disarmed ; and deaths which had lost its sttng, 
wai contemplated with the utttiost serenity. 
He appeared as one well prepared, that wa^ go» 
ing a journey, ei^uipped for all thiiigs on the 
way. He said there was not a doUbt or scruple^ 
but all was right an4 clear in his way to God ; 
that pardon had produced peace ; regeneration, 
love ; atid justification can never be reversed. 
The last day I conversed With him my feefings 
were keen at the pfospect 6f losing our most 
mvaluable pastot-^the be^t^ acquaintance and 
the truest friend I ever hiid. He appeared more 
ooncemed for my comfbrt than for his own, and 
expressed i^Oise sdUcitude fbr the welfare of the 
diiirch : but not one \mid of complaint or mur-^ 
muring at the dispensations of Ood. Upon my 
observing that we enjoyed ihncb of the presence 
of Ood here, but the best wai to come, he took 
it up in btk vnialway, and enlarged upon it^ 
sayisg, the presence of God was his Holy Spirit; 
^^ Whithe^ ffaaH I gb from thy Spirit? whither 
(ihall I flee from thy presence ?** and that this 
the wicked could not endure. ^^ As smoke ii| 
driven away, so drive them away; is Wax. 
ftH^ttth liefore the ifire, so let the wicked perish 
9t the presence of God/' He quoted likewise 



P«a!m i. 4, 5. He th^n mentiooed the family 
of Mrs. Bull; said that, when she was called 
ufider hiiDy they all withered and died in tJieir 
profession, and her eldest son went so far as to 
burn his Bible. Some friend arrived from Lon-> 
don, and our conversation terminated; .bttt the 
deep impression of God's faithfulness^ mercy; 
and truth, remained, pind neve): will, I hope, be; 
forgotten by me. 

^* tie had usually been low in sickness^ but 
in this aqd a former illness, a few months be- 
fore, he was quite the reverse- In several ser- 
mons recently delivered he expressed ^n humble 
but unbounded confidence in the love of God 
to his soul, and of his own fervent love and at- 
t^chment to his dear and blessed Saviour, as he; 
frequently called him. After preaching time, a« 
week or two before his last illness^ he said hiS) 
work was nearly done : he also expressed the) 
goodness of God to him in takiqg down his tar 
bernacle in an easy fad gentle manner ; and that> 
he loqged to go ^.nd see his blessed Saviour, - 
whom (in conversion) he declared he had al-^ 
ready seen. 1 Cor. ixt !• .He suffered some ^. 
pain in his bowe}s, and had severtil restless' 
nights ; but expressed, almost with his last^ 
breath, his gratitude to the Lord in dealing so 
gently with hinj. 

< ^ Thus terminated, on the first of July 1 8 1 S, 
the life of a man eminent as a preacher^ profound. 
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in divine knowledge and expenenof,. laborious 
in the work of the Lord while be had strength, 
and eminently useful, both in town and country, 
to an extent that will not b^ fully known until 
be shall appear with those whom he has turned 
to righteousness in the kingdom of our Lcnrd, to 
shine as the stars for ever and ever. 

^* In his last sermon, which he prejacbed from- 
Eev. iii. 3, on the evening of June the 9th, ht 
gave a summary of the doctrines be bad con^ 
stahtly preached, and, animadverting on the 
conduct of some who had departed from the 
truth, declared he was clear from the blopd of 
all men, and that he h^d not failed to declare^ 
the whole counsel of God. It was delivered- 
with great emphasis, and made so striding an; 
impression upon several of his hearers, as to 
leave upon their minds a secret persuiision that- 
it would be his last. E. A," 

You S2^w him, if you remember, the day be- 
fore he left home, and h^d some very satisfae^- 
tory and establishing conversation with him. I^ 
beard afterwards, from Lady Sanderson, that be- 
fore he left Pentonville. he earnestly prayed tbat^ 
God would never suffer him to return agaiii. 
He often observed to her ladyship that it was- 
impossible to describe in how hateful a light he 
^w the world. Hi^ affection for her and for us 
certainly rema(i|ied unchanged to the last, which: 
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am a i^efet e<)fiiibtt to m all ; an<i the reeoU 
ledtloB that he parted #ith ui in such perfebt 
lAve v^\l tfvet be it satisfaeti6n to us, till we 
tneet again to part no fti6re. Many I know will 
tnost deeply feel his l6s8, anfl many perhaps 
Irish hitin 6n€e ihore amongst us. Bat, had they 
(as we were constantly in the habit of doing) 
witnessed the inirmitieA under whioh he la* 
boured for tnany months before he left off 
preaching (though in the pulpit he waa so much 
supported none eould perceive it); had they 
seeii his 6uifFenngs during his illness, his earnest 
desire to be at home, his deadness to every 
thing beneath the s\in, and the humiliating cir« 
tfumstances to human nature under which he 
laboured for the last week or two, and well 
knowing the glorious prospecJt which lay before 
him) it is impossible to express the envious wiish 
of either prolonging his life or again recalling^ 
him to this miserable world, though we may all 
pray to die like him, and hope soon to join him 
above. 

The nearer Mr. jpuntington approached the 
termination of his valoable lift, the closer Was 
his communion With God. He spent the greatest 
part of the day in private prayer «nd medica* 
tion ; and his mind seemed constantly engaged 
in contemplating the glorious prospect which 
lay before him. Though his^ eonduet to us was 
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Kind and affectionate, yet he had entirely lost 
that jocular familiarity, wit, and humourous turn 
of Qiind, which wcf e.the principal characteristics 
of hi? natural disposition. He was frequently 
in the habit of sitting silent for several hours 
together in the. study with Lady Sanderson, his^ 
mind being apparently much engaged; and, when 
he made an observation, it was expressive of 
the happiness which lay before him, or of the 
goodbess of God to him. Indeed, notwith- 
standing his well known loyalty and patriotism 
had hitherto impressed his mind with a deep 
and affectionate concern for the welfare of his 
country, (as was ever strongly evinced both 
from the pulpit and in private) yet public 
news or national affairs, no longer excited 
his attention, as he now viewed the world 
in the light in which God regards it — that 
all beneath the sun is vanity — every thing in 
it had lost its power to please him; and^ as 
its empty pleasures receded from his view, 
the glorious prospect which lay before him 
appeared to shine brighter and brighter. This 
frame of mind made him#wish,very little for 
society, and he willingly submitted to the in- 
junctions of the facultv — that he should sec 
no company. 

During his illness, while at Pentonville, 
many called to inquire after his health; but few 
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rijqueswd to iee frfm, excepting some part of 
bis ovm fattriifyr their d^^ire w^s repeatedly 
iftade kndx^n to him, bat he altvays refused, ex- 
pecting (no dcmbt) a Httle tevJval after he had 
tried chatfge ot air at the Welfs. Whtle there 
he ttivit much mote company; but though 
aft6r they left him he expressed a sense of 
tlieif kindness and affection tit c6ming, yet, 
frdfn what he added, it wus very evident he 
wdilld have Been better pleased had his medita- 
fi6il6 ti6t been interrupted. For this conduct, 
which ofigifiated solely in his Own heavenly 
stdte of mitid, t am Well convinced those about 
him Will be blamed, and in particular one to 
ifrh6ifh (lindet God) he was most certainly in- 
ilebted for the temporal and domestic comfort 
that he enjoyed during his latter years : of this 
to the very last he was sensible, and often iu 
my presence blessed God for ever bringing him 
acqijainted with Lady Sanderson. To his fa- 
mily she has been a most generdus benefadttesS^ 
and a real friend; though in many instances 
her coriduct has been misrepi-esen ted, calumny 
being I know* the general attendant oii supe- 
rior merit, and pride and efivy as r^ady to re- 
ceive favours as they are hasty to forget them. 
Interested motives may also, however unjustly, 
be atfributed : but the person upon whom the 
unjust ifnputatjon is cast has been placed by 
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a kind Providence in too high a station to want 
assistance, or to solicit favours for her own ad- 

« 

vantage from others. 

Totally ignorant of the grateful tribute of 
affection paid tci'her by h*r departed friend till 
after his death, though it was certainly to her a 
gratification to seeihdw much he wished to do^ 
yet in every other respect, as far as it toncenw^ 
herself, the result of the affair to which I allude 
must be a matter of little or no in^portance. 
This must always be her satisfactiody" that con- 
science (a faithful servant) will ever acquit her 
of any unjust motive, and highly approve the 
rectitude of her conduct ; and in that great day^ 
when the mask from all must be thrown aside, 
and every one receive the sentence due to them, 
it will be seen that a full reward will be given 
to her for all her kindness to God's most faithful 
servant. As there is a law of retaliation, so is 
there likewise a law of recompense : — " Inas- 
much as ye did it unto one of the least of these, 
ye did it unto me : ejiter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord." 

For my own p^r^, I consider that in Mr. 
Huntington I have lost a faithful minister, a 
kind protector, an affectionate father in Christy 
and a real friend. As a minister, those who 
know his value will also deeply regret his loss : 
but the love a.nd gratitude I feel for him, re- 
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tpccting bis condaci towards me in the odier 
chaijicterSy can be known only to myself; it is 
what I cannot ilesci]he,'.hut,sfaaILQever cease to 
experience,' till my long-wished-for summons 
arrives to me«t him in endless glqiy: for, hlessed 
be Gody I sorrow not as those who have no 
bepe- 

We have great csnse for gratitude in seeing 
dear Lady Sanderson so much supported under 
this heavy affliction. She unites with Miss San- 
derson in kind remembrance, to Mrs* Benslqr 
tnd yourself^ and believe me, de^ Sir, ever to 
^Mnaki, 
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Yonrs sinccrelv. 



EuzA Falkland. 
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. . To IliM FALKLAND. 

Wighiag grace, mercj, and peace. 

AIany thanks are due to my dear friend for 
the sweet account^he has given us of the laat 
fiioments of. our much respected. and faithful 
friend and pastor in the Lord Jesus Christ; of 
whotti'it may be truly said that he was a burn- 
ing and a shining light, and . a 2ealoua, inde- 
fatigable minister of. the everlasting go^I> 
doing the work of an evangelist faithfully. 
^^ They that turn many, to righteousness .shall 
abine as the stars for ever and ever.'' 

When, in consequence of his sudden and 
severe indisposition, I called upon him. at Pen^ 
-tonvilie, after affectionate inquiries respecting 
the family, he. told me very seriously that his 
work was done^ and he should not be much 
longer with us. Alarmed at the remark, I asked 
him if he had any serious impressions upon 
his mind that the Lord was about to remove 
him. To which he replied, that he heartily 
prayed God he would, for he had laboured above 
forty years in the vineyard, and was tired of 
this miserable sinful world. He then aaid tbat 
he had not walked in craftiness, nor liiandXtd 
the word of Gpd deceitfully, and that lae ^a* 



now in the enjoyment of tfaose bleBsed truths 

he had so long preached* to others. Speaking 

^vith'him upon, certiin poiot^ of experience, he 

'0aiid thaf during former illnesses he had never 

*becn indulged with such sweet and heavenly 

views as had abode with him of late : that he 

\knewMiothing of those eestatie joys he bad 

heard of in others; but feH and enjoyed a celid* 

permanent peace — ^tfae effect of pardoned sin, 

and fruit ^ the holy and blessed Spiritt He 

then observed that, though formerly he used to 

-tikb great pleasure in the works of creation, he 

\liad nOMr no delight in any thing beneath the 

iifixu After some furthef conversation about 

^he heaivy Irials that he had long foi'eseen bung 

over the church,'^he told me it was his intention 

ltd go thfe ttext morning into the country, being 

determined to^^tlehis temporal concerns and 

;make his wlfl-*-'all which he iiad arranged in hi» 

miiid, but could not execute at home on 9xy^ 

count of the frequent interruptions he there 

"*•-■*' ' ^ * " 

fi)et with.' Ana this resolution he confirmed 
when I saw ^im again, for; the last time^ djt 
Tunl)ridge WeUs, two days before his deatHi 
saying that these things had been the^subjeqt of 
his prayers for the kst eight months of his life, 
"" Wishing to dbtain what further in formation 
1 could' of all that passed during, the few la$t 
days of his iUness, LadylSa^iderson has kind ty 
favoured me wsdi jbbe felh^wing particulars :-r-r 



r 

' The JW»vftr»tioii that 1«A Jo tlje ^^pfopo- 
^itipa pf his fpitaph I will hiiffly 8t;^tp; i&t le^ft 
.as muoh of it as I c^u remember. |t ^as as fpl* 
lows : >— " Jf otwithst;ftq4ipg th? opposition I 
" have met with tljrpiighput the whole of my 
^' mimstry ; the ^cprn and derision with which 
'^ J hftve heen treated ; the vile calumnies th^t 
" have heen imputed to flie; the hatred I have 
" experienced ho^h frptp professor and profane; 
^' yet through all these trials Gpd stre^jg^n^^ 
*^ me; and |;ave qie 9uch zeal, that J hav«. been 
*^ enabled to preach the truth boldly^ whether 
*^ they would hear or whether they would &r* 
" bear* They have had the whple poun^l pf 
" God from my mouth ; for he made me faithfjil 
*' from the beginning. My constant aim bfis 
been to exalt my dear Lord^ ^nd to debase t\kt 
x;reature. I have honoured God, and he Ijfis 
" honoured, me^ even in my old age.** 

* He then spoke of the judgment^ that: l^d 
befallen his enemies, and with much warmth 
added—" Those that have so cruejly treated 
" me, and my God, I shall 3ee ag^iO) to aj)peiir 
'' as a witness against them. And, although it 
" is not for me to say it, yet it shall be known 
"and acknowledged, after X am gpQe, th^t 
•* there hath been a Prophet among theip." — 
He then isaid, " Take a pen, and write v^y 
" epitaph as follows — 
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** Here lies tHE CoAtHEAVEH. ^-^ (Re- 

" member^ I will have it $0.)*' 'And, as though it 

* were but one sentence, he went on^-** Beloved 

"of his God, but abhorred or men. The 

"Omniscient Judge at the grand assize 

" shall ratify and confirm this to the 

" confusion of many thousands, forEng- 

** land and its metropolis shall knov 

. " that there hath been a prophet among 

" THEM. . W. H. S. S." 

* He was often so" overpowered with the 
goodness of God to him, that he would cry as- a 

. child, saying, " What condescension it is in the 
" Almighty God to take notice of such a poor 
"vile rebel as me! My family was the most 
^* despicable in the whole parish,* yet God has 
'^ put abundant honour on ttie in blessing my 
" labours, even, in my old age! But my work is 
" done; I shall not be long h6re. The way is 

« 

"plain before me: no doubts nor fears; all is 
" clcaf; and I am as sur^ of heaven as if I were 

" in it. God will never leave nor "fbrsake those 

» . .» ■ 

" who put their trust in him. How g^reat is 
" his goodness to me, ifi dealing so gently with 

- • • • * 

*^ me, arid condescending ^o gradually to unpin 
'' my tabernacle!'* ' - 

* I never heard one murmurins: word from 
him during his illness ; for, though his bodily 
sufferings were great, he'was calm and resigned. 



is 

and patiently waited his ^dismussaV only once 
saying; " He tarries long. Why is his chandt 

•" so long in coming ? ** 

* We have lost 6ur dear friend ; but'I hope 
we shall be enabled to bear in mind his last ex- 
hbrtation-^to remember how we have heard, 
and hold fast all we have received. I expect 
to meet him again, when he will say, ^' Behold 
"mei and the children whom thou hast given 
" me." £• S/' • 

Having no idea it would be the last time 
when I took my leave of him atTunbridge Wells 
the day before his death, I was the more alarm^ 
when the melancholy tidings of that everit 
reached me ; which will no doubt cause great 
searchings of heart, and be seriously felt and 
lamented by those who have experienced the 
powerful effects of his ministry, and the bene- 
fits of his affectionate and edifying communi- 
cations. Our loss is great indeed, and ap- 
parently severe. However, we do not part as 
those who never expect to meet again, where 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away — where " the 

'wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
forever at rest.'* Let us therefore endeavour 
hot to sorrow as those without hope, but to 
kiss the rod and him that hath appointed it, re- 
collecting that our loss is his eternal gain ; for 
of our much valued friend we may safely adopt 

'the language of Paul — Having fought the good 



£gbt, mod Vcj^t ti» f»i% hfi h«s 6m»htd his 

cmxK wiik JQYf. apd i^ gqnf^ tQ ppoeivc. the re- 
ward of inheritance pronaUed to the $aipto in 
]^bt.'-*M0'y we die jthe 4#ath of th^ righteous, 
,wd wir bttex epd he like his ! ^ven »o, Jim^Ue 

Thej^lioip^f 9jipef«|pw yoii i}rou& «^ 

ipg b^en circuJated respecting Lady Si^uiersoa'js 
fipoduct, con^pel we to §dd rpj feeble testimony 
ligaiiist ^l 3U^h diftboUcAl ivj^inwutipn;^ which 
are as cruel as they are unjust. I ann a living 
witpess of the love aod esteem that subsisted 
bejkqreen her Lady-ship awl her Ute consort, who 
Im wore than onw^ at distant pejiods, told me 
COj^fidentiiaUj of the tender and alFectionate CP- 
^ard she bore him, and of her disinterested 609* 
^dence in placing : the whole of her pmpertj 
Jiroreservedly at hiji disiposal.-*-'^ Envy sl^ys the 
.ailly one ;" biit " he that feareth Crod shall come 
.forth of them all'' And may that .God, who 
d^fendetb the cauK of the widow, give her a 
full reward ifor all her tenderness and eare Qf 
Jbi$ faithful, £iBViWHrftd sc^\safifr«*<^Hr invaluable 
friead! 

Mr^, B. unites in ^ectlpoite reBRtni te itei^ 
X^adies, with whom wishing you all €» eiy^ blMi* 
ing our heavenly Father has to bestow, I re* 
xnain 

Faithfully ypui*, 

, Solt Gport, July 7, ISia. 
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The Btv. W, HUNTINGTON, 



To tbe dioseo of God^ and espoused to Chridt, the 
CbuTch at Marga ret Btireet Chapel, Selalu 

BON. MADAJtf^ 

It is BOW between four and five years ^ince I 
first entered into your ladyship's service in thb 
x:apadty of footman^ and I must confess I have 
often been delighted, when I have walked be- 
fore your grace's chair to tbe King's palace with 
tbe lamp of salvation in my hand ; but more de- 
lighted to seeyour ladyahip make a good hearty 
meal of a dish of unbegotteu and eternal divi- 
jtity, I mean Cod the Father's endless love- 
And as I know your constitution to be deHeate, 
I hope At my return to bring your ladyship a 
little savory meat, such as your soul loveth^ 
.that you may blesa me before I die^ Indeed* 
madam, ire live in a day wherein mauy servants 
occasion the death of their mistresses by iseertt 



now in the enjoyment of tfaose blessed truths 
he had so long preached' to odiers. Speaking 
'^withhim ufon. ceiiun poiats of e^^perience, he 
said that during fcmner illnesses he had never 
l>ecn indulged with such sweet and heavenly 
views as had abode with him of late : that he 
Jknew nothing of those . ecstatic joys be had 
'heard of in others; hot fcH and enjoyed a seUd> 
permanent peace — ^^ effect of pardoned sia, 
and fruit of the holy and blessed Spirit. He 
then observed that, though fbrmtrly he used to 
-take great pleasure in the works of creation, he 
Miad nOMT no delight in any thing beneath the 
ft)in; After some further conversation about 
4the heaivy trials that he had long foi'eseen hung 
over the chufcVhe told me it was bis intention 
*.td go ihfe ttext morning into the country, being 
determined to Settle his temporal concerns and 
make his ivlfl— all which he iiad arranged in his 
mind, but coald not execute at home on ao* 
count of the frequent interruptions he there 
ttet with; An(f this resolutiou he confirmed 
when I saw \\vxi again/ for ; the last time; ait 
Tunln*idge Wells, two days before his deatli, 
saying that these things had been the^subjeqt of 
his prayers for the fast eight months of his life* 
*^ Wishing to obtain what further information 
I could of an that passed during, the few last 
days of his illness, Lady~^lbderson has kindly 
favoured me widi jthe Allowing particukrs :rr 



u 
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« The »»vftr»tioji that Isd to the 
$ltioQ pf his trpitaph I will brif Qy 9tfLtf ; nt le^ft 
.as xuiioh of it as I cw remember. |t was as fpl* 
lows : >-— " ]N^ptwith9t»Q4ing th? pppo^ition I 
" have met with tbrpughput the whole of my 
ministry ; the scprn and derision with which 
^ J h;tve heen treated ; the vile calumnies thf^t 
have been imputed to m<e; the hatred I have 
experiepced both frpm professor and profane; 
^^ yet through all these triaU Gpd stre^jgthenfid 
*^ mc^ and |^ave iP9 such zeal, that X ha«e. been 
'^ enabled to preach the truth hpldly^ whether 
" they would hear or whether they would &r* 
" bear. They have had thp whple ponn^iel pf 
'' God from my mouth ; for he made me faithfjit 
^' from the beginning. My constant aim bits 
been to exalt my dear Lord^ and to debase tbe 
x;reature. I have honoured God, and he hjis 
" honoured me, even in my old age-** 

^ He then spoke of the judgment^ that huo 
befallen his enemies, and with much warmth 
added—" Those that have so cruelly treated 
" me, and my God^ I shall ^ee agitin, to appe^ 
<< as a witness against them. And, although it 
" is not for me to say it, yet it shall be known 
"and acknowledged, after J am gOQe, th^t 
•* there hath been a Prophet among the?**" — 
He then Baid, " Take a pen, and write my 
epitaph as follows— 






ii 
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• * ' » 

" Here lies the Coalheaver. ^-^ (Re* 

" member, I will have it so.)** ' And, as though it 

* were but one sentence, he went on—" BrLOVEO 
^' OF HIS God, but abhorred of men. The 
'' Omniscient Judge at the grand assize 
'* shall ratify and confirm this to the 

" CONFUSION OF BIANT THOUSANDS, FOR £nG- 

'^ LAND AND ITS METROPOLIS SHALL KNOW 

. " THAT THERE HATH BEEN A PROPHET AMONG 

" THEM. W. H. S. S." 

• * 

* He was often so' overpowered with the 
gootlniess of God to him, that he would cry as- a 

. child, saying, ^^ What condescension it is in the 
'* Almighty God to take notice of such a poor 
"vile rebel as me! My family was the most 
" despicable in the whole parish,* yet God has 
" put abundant honour on tne in blessing my 
" labours, even in my old age ! But my work is 

, " done; I shall not be long h^re. The way is 
" plain before me: no doubts nor fears; all is 
" cleaf; and I am as sur^ of heaven as if I were 

" in it. God will never leave nor "forsake those 

• ... 

" who put their trust in him. How great is 
" his goodness to me, iti dealing so gently with 
** me, arid condescending ^o gradually to unpin 
*'my tabernacle!" - 

* I never heard one niurmurins: word from 

' . • • • * 

him during his illness ; for, though his bodily 

sufferings were great, he' was calm and resigned. 



'ano patietitly waited his 'dtsmifisal^ only obce 
saying^ " He tarries loBg, Why is his charidt 
" so long in doming ? " 

* We have lost 6ur dear friend ; but' I hope 
we shall be enabled to bear in mind his last ex- 
hortation--- to remember how we havie heard, 
and hold fast all we have received. I expect 
to meet him again, when he will say, '' BehoM 

' *' me, and the children whom thou hast given 
« me." E. Sr ' 

Having no idea it would be the last time 
"when I took my leave of him at Tunbridge Wells 
the day before his death, I was the more alarmai 
when the melancholy tidings of that evecit 
reached me ; which will no doubt cause great 
searchings of heart, and be seriously felt and 
lamented by those who have experienced the 
powerful effects of his ministry, and the bene- 
fits of his affectionate and edifyinig communis 
cations. Our loss is great indeed, and ap- 
parently severe. • However, we do not part as 
those who never expect to meet again, where 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away — where "the 

' Mricked cease fVom troubling, and the weary arc 
for ever at rest.'* Let us therefore emleavour 
not to sorrow as those without hope, but ' to 
kiss the rod and him that hath appointed it, re- 
collecting that our loss is his eternal gain ; for 
of our much valued friend we may safely adopt 

'the language of Paul — Having fought the g<)od 



Jiow in the enjoymeiit of those blessed truths 
he had so long preached to others. Speaking 
'with him ufon. certain poiot^of experience, he 
'$sLid that during former illnesses he had never 
lieen indulged with such sweet and heavenly 
'i^iews as had abode with him of late : that he 
J:fiew nothing of those , ecstatic joys he had 
'heard of in others; hot fck and enjoyed a s^Ud* 
permanent peace — ihc effect of pardoned sis, 
and fruit of the holy and blessed Spirit. He 
dien observed that, diough formerly he used to 
-tflikd great pleasure in the works of creation, he 
'.bad now no delight in any thing beneath the 
;iun; After some further conversation abpnt 
4the heaivy irials that he had long foi'eseen hung 
over the chufcVhe told me it was his intention 
^to go Xnb next morning into the country, being 
determined to Settle his temporal concerns and 
xnake his wlfl-— all which he liad arranged in hai 
mind, but coald not execute at home on ao« 
count of the frequent interruptions he there 
ttet with." And this resolutioh he confirmed 
when I saw him again, for the last time^ at 
Tunliridge Wetls, two days before his deatlb 
M^yitg that these things had been thesubjept of 
his prayers for the last eight months of his life, 
^ Wish'mg to obtain what further informatioii 
I could of all that passed during, the few last 
days of his iUness, LadylS^nderson has kindly 
favoured me with ibhe following particakrs :-r^ 
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' Th« fifwyerMtion that 1*A to ^e icvmyo- 
$Ltioa of bis epitaph I will bi7f4y 9tptt;; pit le^ft 
as xauoh pf it as I c^q reiQCQiber. tt \fras as fpl* 
lows : ^— " Notwitbj5l;fio4ing the opposition I 
" Jiave met with thrpiighput thp whole of my 
'^ roiixistry ; the scorn and derision with which 
'^ J hftve been treated ; the vile calumnies thfut 
" have been imputed to Qie; the hatred I haye 
'^ experienced bo^h froqi professor and profane; 
" yet through all these trials God strei^j^^npl 
*^ me, and |;ave me such zeal, that X ha^e. been 
'^ enabled to preach the truth holdlji whetl»er 
** they would hear or whether they would &r* 
'^ bear* They have had the whple ponn^el pf 
'^ God from my mouth ; for he made me faithf}il 
^' from the beginning. My constant aim bgfl 
'^ been to exalt my dear Lord^ and to debase the 
*^ vcreature. I have honoured God, and he hfis 
" honoured mei even in my old age.'' 

' He then sppke of the judgment^ thai; lyia 
befallen his enemies^ and with much warmth 
added—" Those that have so cruelly treated 
" roe, and my God^ I shall pee agitip^ to appear 
'' as a witness against them. And, although it 
'^ is not for me to say it, yet it shall be known 
"and acknowledged, after X am gpQe, th^t 
•* there hath been a Prophet among theip.'' — 
He then Baid, " Take a pen, and write my 
" epitaph as follows — 
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" Hers lies thb Coalheavke. ^-^ f Jte- 
^^ member i IwUl haoe it mk)** And, as though it 

* were but one sentence, he went on — " Beloted 
^' OF HIS God, but abhorred or men. The 

'^' Omnisciekt Judge at the grand assize 
^ shall ratify and confirm this to the 

'' CONFUSION OF MANY THOUSANDS, FOR EkG- 
** LAND AND ITS METROPOLIS SHALL KNOW 
. '' THAT THERE HATH BEEN A PROPHET AMONG 
« THEM. W. H. S. S " 

• 

* He was often so overpowered with the 
goodness of God to him, that he would cry asa 
child, saying, '* What condescension it is in the 
'* Almighty God to take notice of such a poor 
^-vile rebel as me! My family was the most 
*^ despicable in the whole parish, yet God has 
*' put abundant honour on me in blessing my 
" labours, even in my ^Id age ! But my work is 
" done ; I shall not be long here. The way is 
^* plain before me: no doubts nor fears; all is 
" cleaf; and I am as sur^ of heaven as if I were 
" in it. God will never leave nof "fbrsake those 
" who put their trust in him. How great is 

*' his goodness to me. ifi dealing so gently with 

.1 • * 

** me, arid condescending ^o gradually to unpin 
" my tabernacle r' - 

* I never heard one murmuring word from . 
him during his illness ; for, though his bodily 
sufferings were great, he was calm and resigned, 



»• •• •• » f •• 

and patientfy waited his* dismissal^ only once 
saying/ " He tarries long. Why is his charidt 
" so long in doming ? '^ 

* Wc have lost biir dear friend ; but* I hope 
we shall be enabled to bear in mind his last eic- 
h6rtaticn-*-to remember how we havie heard, 
and hold fast all we have received. I expect 
to meet him again, when he will say, '' BehoM 

' <' me, and the children whom thou hast given 
« me. E. S.'' ' 

Having no idea it would be the last time 
"when I took my leave of him at Tunbridge Wells 
the day before his death, I was the more alarmed 
when the melancholy tidings of that evetit 
reached me ; which will no doubt cause great 
searchings of heart, and be seriously felt and 
lamented by those who have experienced the 
powerful effects of his ministry, and the bene- 
fits of his affectionate and edifying communi- 
cations. Our loss is great indeed, and ap- 
parently severe. ♦ However, we do not part as 
those who never expect to meet again, where 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away — where " the 

'wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
forever at rest." Let us therefore endeavour 
not to sorrow as those without hope, but -to 
kiss the rod and him that hath appointed it, re- 
collecting that our loss is his eternal gain ; for 
of our much valued friend we may safely adopt 

'the language of Paul — Having fought the good 
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state : vhen out of this, heretics were let loose 
upon me at Farnham ; free-will Baptists ' at 
WokiDg ; Burnham tore us limb from limb at 
DittOD ; Arminians at Richmond ; and at Lon- 
don both Turks and devils. Deists and Arians* 
When I got out of this, by leaving Margaret 
Street Chapel, then a fourteen years burden of 
debt fell upon my back ; and, as soon as God. 
sent me ten pounds, the devil sent one or other 
to rob me of twenty. God encouraged John 
Bull; hypocrites disheartened him; one shewed 
bis liberality which spurred him on, others held . 
bim back ; at times he kicked up, and at other 
times drew back, till he became a wild bull in u 
€iet; and, being naturally sulky, he dropped 
down in the furrows. None but God and my- 
self know bow I have been used, robbed and 
plundered ; • but my eye and my heart are now 
fixed on Petersham church-yard, and on my 
tomb there; ^nd at my departure they will have 
impostors, wolves, and devils enough. They . 
have been too full fed: but they shall fast in 
those days that are coming on : the cloudy and 
dark day is before us : but God is my light, and > 
my light shall go with me, and the household 
shall both miss and lament the loss ^ of its 
candle. Those that keep the word of his 
patience shall escape the hour of temptation : 
while hypocrites in Zion, who boast of thrir 
faith, power, and wisdom, and who bate the * 
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true light and the just, shall be left to stand the 
storm and sustain the shock : and then it shall 
be;made manifest what they are; for the day 
shall try them and their base metal j their, hay, 
straw and stubble shall consume, and, like Sam- 
son shorn of his locks, they shall appear such 
as other men. But God shall revive me; he 
shall bring me up from the dust of the earth; 
he shall increase my greatness, and comfort mc* 
on every side. I have fought a good fight^ 
,and I have kept the faith. I have opposed 
none but inipostors, hypocrites, heretics, devils^ 
and sin ; nor have I preached any thing but 
truth. I thank you for your many favours, and 
hope ever to remain, dear friend, 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

W.H.S.S. 



V. 



Bolney, Sept. X, 1803. 



The Tenant to his Landlord sendeth greeting, with 
perfect iove, and at such a time. , 

I AM now among the wood-rangers, the people 
that dwell solitary in the midst of Carmel, and 
they come in all ! directions. The standard is 
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the goofi huid of God that hit koM us vf «nI 
brought us through : this it the end of our noc^ 
this the reward of inheritance, this the portion 
of our souls ; and erery visitation,, every tokem 
for good, every answer to prayet, eveiy drop of 
honey, every beam of light, and every dro^ of 
comfort, are so many earnests^ pledges^ and 
foretastes of it 

My son, the Lord be gracioiis to thee, and 
keep thee near himself^ that uider iht sbadoMr 
of his wings tiiou m^yest find a refuge till all 
the calamities of diis li£s be oyeqiast; until 
the pit be digged i^ for the widced^ and the 
door of heaven be dti^yed for the admission 
of the righteous; leml an- i^Modant entrance be 
ministered to m inIO ^ everiastiag lungdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

« 

Tender my lovo to jHmr brother^, if he be not 
out and to aU friends who love Jesus Christ 
I shall set out from hence next Aicmday, Md 
shall reside at B/s house at Birmingham, wheM 
you may direct to me. 

liver thine, 



S5 



JV. 



DEAE BROTBEB, 

Tkj ^pintle you K»t me wsw kindly ivcf ived 
amid$tthUdia3gi«caji>te9torai; however, lam 
deterimoed t0 ttafid and wHbstand^ soeipg God 
has &xed m^ nrh^e I HOw am ;: and frpm my 
statioa none $haU pali ifte down -but H^tfaat 
set me up. God Im got jsome wheal in our 
heap, and Satan h aware 9! it ; bSaicp the dam-^ 
naUe heresies that he throws into thie floor, and 
the hypocrites and wolves that he sends aihpng 
us. Christ had mai^y people^ ^t Conntb, and 
many false apostles wer^ tbei^ ; yea, Sataa be- 
sieged that church mor<s than any other, be^ 
cause be Icne w fa^ had soflSswd the greatest Ios# 
ift^th^it city. . i. . . . . ^ 

I know that my istay is sot hmg in tbia 
world ; as soon a9 I am out of debt I will set 
my^ bouse and affairs in ord^ri i^r I have strong 
impressions that I shall never ascend another 
May hill. Few and evil have the days of my 
life been; many months distracted with the 
pains of hell ; seven years in hunger, cold, and 
nakedness ; almoat three ytars in legal bondage 
in the pulpit^ that I might ^pf^ak to thwe in that 

D 3 
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state : when out of this, heretics were let loose 
upon me at Farnham ; free-will Baptists ' at 
Woking ; Burnham tore us limb from limb at 
Ditton ; Arminians at Richmond ; and at Lon- 
don both Turks and devils, Deists and Arians. 
When I got out of this, by leaving Margaret 
Street Chapel, then a fourteen years burden of 
debt fell upon my back ; and, as soon as God. 
sent me ten pounds, the devil sent one or other 
to rob me o{ twenty. God encouraged John 
Bull; hypocrites disheartened him; one she wed 
bis liberality which spurred him on, others held 
hfim back ; at times he kicked up, and at other 
times drew back, till he became a wild bull in u 
4iet; and, being naturally sulky, he dropped 
down in the furrows. None but God and my- 
self know how I have been used, robbed and 
plundered ; • but my eye and my heart are now 
fixed on Petersham church-yard, and on my 
tomb there; and at my departure they will have 
impostors, wolves, and devils enough. They '- 
have been too full fed ; but they shall fast in 
those days that are coming on : the cloudy and 
darlj; day is before us : but God is my light, and . 
my light shall go with me, and the household 
shall both miss and lament the loss . of its 
candle. Those that keep the word of his 
patience shall escape the hour of temptation : 
while hypocrites in Zion, who boast of their 
faith, power, and wisdom, and who bate the * 
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true light and the just, shall be left to stand the 
storm and sustain the shock: and then it shall 
be. made manifest what they are; for the day 
shall try them and their base metal; their^hay, 
straw and stubble shall consume, and, like Sam* 
son shorn of his locks, they shall appear such 
as other men. But God shall revive me; he 
shall bring me up from the dust of the earth; 
he shall increase my greatness, and comfort me' 
on every side. I have fought a good fight^ 
,and I have kept the faith. I have opposed 
none but impostors, hypocrites, lieretics, devils^ 
and sin ; nor have I preached any thing but 
truth. I thank you for your many favours, and 
hope ever to remain, dear friend, 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

W.H.S.S. 



V. 



Bolney, Sept. X, X803. 



The Tenant to his Landlord sendeth greeting, ivith 
perfect love, and at such a time. , 

I AM now among the wood-rangers, the people 
that dwell solitary in the midst of Carmel, and 
they come in all t directions. The standard is 



ih-tcted un jer an apple tred, atiti Af hkkA \i t%^ 
kited among the thick boughs ; while they sit 
\inder the shadow, and some with great de- 
light, while the fruit it sweet to the tast^^ 
especially to those who have the use bf thbi^ 
hands, and <Ati stretch them out to receive ftnd 
cat what is givetx. VkriouS arc th* iwett Hiof^ 
isels which faith relishes; continual deliveraneek 
but of trouhle feed the soul; it assurbS the SoM 
that God is for us, and on oUr side: a Smllitaj^ 
providence in our favour is a delicacy that ft 
swfect to faith; the reverse is a bitter portidtt ; 
** Call tne Mara, for the hand of Gdd is gone out 
against me, and the Lord hath testified agaitst 
me.*^ — Sweet promises, transient visits, a glimpi^ 
of his countenance, and contrite sensations upon 
the kAees in prayer, feed the soul. Satisfaction 
with what he has done, and firm hopes of more 
promised good to come, entertain the mind. 
Things done in times past^ and promises spoken 
of old, brought afresh to the mind by the word 
preached, and confirmed by new observations, 
are a sweet repast. Every steward of the houses- 
hold brings forth out of his treasure things new 
And old. Employment of the soul by love, and 
its going forth in fresh exercise of faith, whe- 
ther under the word or in prayer, are intended 
ks nourishment to faith. ** Lam the door; ff 
any fnan enter in by me, he shall be saved, anA 
shall go in and out^ and iftn* pasttrrc^-^^TIBifefe 
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ik ») call to. tell you tbat the sensible pnesenct 
tnd enjoymeat of the Bridegroom !• the choicisft 
iutuquet, though it comes hot seldom, beqaust^ 
cny kuidlord himself, who seldom eats more thaft 
Just to keep buckle and thong together, even 
lie cannot fast in those days. But my landlord 
inay reply, ' Does my tenant think, because I 
am a citizen, no subjects can please me but those 
upon festivity?* The first heir of promise, which 
came from Sarah, the covenant of promise, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, loved savoury meat. '^ With 
^11 thine offerings," saith God, '^ thou shalt offer 
Mil;" and sure there never was an offering, a 
aacrifice, an oblation, offered tp God, that was 
seasoned with so much grace as tliat offered upon 
^ount Calvary ; a sacri^ce of a sweet smelling 
aavour; and it iano l.esssavoury to all those who 
Jbove a new man to feed, a divine life in that 
»mr man to nourish; these relish spiritual food, 
and the seuoning also; for no sermon, however 
aMBd 10 the.Ietter^ and delivered with ever so 
mmh ckajrnesa and perspicuity, doth satisfy^ 
if there be no unctuous savour! Thou shalt 
not $uffier the salt of thy God to be lacking in 
thy sacrifices: ^ have salt iii ^^ours^ Ives, and be 
at peace one with another," says the Lord Jesus 
to hi$ disciples; Salt is a preservative; it keepa 
us as a sweet savour unto God, and preserves ut 
for hia kiogtjkifn : it is remairkable for its pene- 
tnttion; ao grace seasons the body as well as the 
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0oul, and bringB both to endless felicity: and, 
what is more strapge, there shall not an hair <^ 
your head perish; ^' For all that the Father hath 
given me are mine» and I will raise them up 
at the last day." At that day the trumpet is to 
sound, and the bridegroom to be proclaimed as 
coming; ^^ At midnight there was a great ciy 
made, Behold the Bridegroocfi cometh." This 
midnight is the end of the world; at this dose 
God in Christ arises. and. shines in everlasting 
light and heat. This is the morning of eternity : 
*^ The upright shall have dominion in the morn- 
ing; and then shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun, in the glory of their Father's kingdom 
for ever and ever: who hath ears to hear let 
him hear." The trumpet that is to be sounded 
in that day is to be done by the archangel; and 
it is to sound the last release, the eternal jubile; 
at which sound the creature, which was made 
subject to vanity and death, being by God sub*' 
jected in hope, shall be delivered from the bond^ 
age of corruption, and be brought into the glo* 
rious liberty of the children of God: for this 
corruptible body must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal put on immortality; and then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory ; thelast ene- 
my that shall be destroyed is death. All rule, all 
authority, and all power, being put down, and 
the last enemy destroyed, it is no wonder that 



±«mpet sanihds Mrhen the liattie b fr^i^hl^ 
and the victory won ; the enemies of heaven slaiv^ 
and the King of kings proclaimed, crowiied/and 
lOithrbned ; when the objects of his choice, the 
purchase of hi« blood, the monuments of his 
Mercy, and the trophies of his victory, shall for 
everdiine in his rays, and share in his rei^n; 
and what shall I more say? God save the King! 
and I heartily add, God save my Landlord, and 
God bless the Citizen! Amen and Amen, says 

The COALHEAVBR. S. S. 
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Church Street, PaddingtoD, 
Jan. 25, 1 793. 

My dearly beloved Brother C. 

I HAVE heard by Topfimy B. that thoU art -sick, 
but I hope thdt this sickness is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God, that the Son of trod 
may be glorified thereby. — 1 have been 
for some days confined to my room through a 
violent cold, but am at present getting better, 
blessed be God for it. These clay tenements, 
Mother C. are dropping through; the inhabi- 
tants are only tenants at will, suffering the 



gockl f^oiSQM of the badknd : lml( i£ the «^^ 
house of tbew tabernacles weie dtttolwd, vf 
have a house not made with hands, eternal im 
the heavens; where the inhabitants sfaaH urn 
more say I am sick, for the people that dweH 
therein shall be forgiven their iniqui^^ . Thesi 
buildings were finished from thq b^;iwitog^ 
they were prepared a second time, by the ap^ 
peauance of Jesus in his mediatorial office} there 
^' I go to prepare a' place for you;" and Choist 
is now in full possession of the glorious man- 
sions : in our names, and in our nature, he ap- 
pears in the presence of God for us, and we are 
raised up, and made to sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus; and are, as considered 
m him, without fault before the throne; being 
complete in our head, «»:qited in the beloved^ 
and blessed with all ^ritual blessings in hea- 
venly places in Christ Jesus. Grod sees no sin 
in that Jacob, nor perverseness in that Israel^ 
that stands complete in him, who is the he^d of 
ell principality and of all. power; from whom 
distils every drop of joy, every beam of hope, 
every refreshing and reviving cordial, and every 
' replenishing shower of heavenly grace. ^' He 
shall come down, as showers upon the mown 
grass, smd as rain that waters the earth. In h^ 
days shall the righteous flourish, and the abunr 
dance of peace so long as the moon endnres^^ 
ThiSy my brother^ is the stone which is set i^ 
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iiaugMtof so many Bmfders, trhohf the iPather 
liifr mjufe the MeAcl^stcme of the corner; who bjr 
his eternal love cements and holds both the 
llkmily of heaven and earth together. Under 
thh tioTerefgn head of afi divine influence the 
T^altnisit took up bis refuge, till every calamity 
liras overpast: he ts our hiiling-pIace^ our rest* 
ing-place, and our dwel)tng-place in all genera 
tfons. ** Put ye on, therefore, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and walk in him ^^ walk in his strength, 
lulling upon his arm i walk in his righteous* 
Jiess, and in that peace which he has made by 
the blood of his cross; walk in the liberty that 
he has proclaimed, and in that love that he has 
revfeakd; walk in the faith that he is the author 
of, and in the light of his countenance. Such 
»cmls walk in Christ, and they walk with Christ. 
The potsherds are at this time very busy, 
striving with the potsherds of the earth. Wars, 
and rumours of wars, are begun; commotions 
and insurrections are hatching, both at home 
and abroad. Some speak evil of the dignities 
of heaven, and others of the dignities of the 
earth. The baser sort are for handling the reins 
of government; and many are so involved in 
politics, as to forget and neglect their business. 
Whether all these are the beginning of sorrows, 
l!cannot determine; but this I know, that Jesus 
reigns, and his throne and kingdom will never 
be given up to another; though I have some 



.fears «that I shall lire to see Lon4oti an AceU 
dama;. the bowels of Britaja are sadly con- 
vulsed. ~ 

I hope Providence will make thy bed in this 
thy sickness^ and give thee patience and sub*- 
. mission to the sovereign will of God, who does 
all things well ; and, although afBictions are. not 
joyous but grievous; yet they serve as purging 
.draughts, and do yield the peaceable* fruits of 
righteousness in those that are exercised there- 
by. God hath chosen us in the furnace of af- 
fliction, and promises to take away our dro^s 
. and tin, and to make us more precious than the 
golden wedge of Ophir. — Tender my respects 
. to Mrs. C. ; the same to Miss, and to all 
friends ; while I remain, dear Brother, your 
companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom 
and patience of Christ, 

W. Huntington. 



\ 



45 



. VII. .. : 

•■* < « 

Church Street,^ Paddington, 
Feb. 12/1793. 

Dear Brother in Christ Jesus, — Grace, merCy, and 
peace be with thee, from Him which is, which 
was; and which is to come, the Almighty. 

I PRQPOSE preaching at Uxbridge tQ-morrow 
se'nnight, being Wednesday the 20th of this 
last, in the Ember week, if God permit, and 
you. think proper to make it known. And I 
hope the Master of assemblies will be there,, for 
the word^ of the wise are as nails and as goads 
fastened by the Master himself, which are ail 
given from one shepherd. We know that wis- 
dom has spread her tables, killed her beasts,- 
mingled her wine, and sent forthher maidens ;. 
but we Avant her good company, to bid her 
guests, and make them welcome: it is her pre- 
sence that turns the water into wine, and makes 
it go down so. sweetly as to cause the lips of 
those that are asleep to speak. What! think' you 
that he will not come to the feast? I trust he 
will, and say, " Eat, O friends; drink, yea drink 
abundantly, O beloved!'* The Lord give us a 
spiritual appetite, and keep us poor and needy, 
and hungering and thirsting; and he has pro- 
mised that he will make the poor rich in faith, 
and fill the hungry with good things. 
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Last Lord's Day monimg \rt had his blessed 
presence indeed; the Maiiter made them wel- 
come, and I waited on the company ; and last 
night we had a sweet repast^ both the lamb and 
the fatted calf; the bitter herbs come next, and 
the waters of Marah after that Nevertheless^ 
in the day of prosperity be joyful, in the day of 
adversity consider; God has set the one against 
the other: the former is the banquiet, the latter 
creirfes the appetite. 

I saw Tommy and his dame last night; they 
are pretty well. I jhall come Mf. M. over 
* you; that is, bring one of my daughters, not 
ooly for the sake of your good table, but for' 
the sake of a little air : she has not b^en very ' 
well My respects to the mistress of the house, 
to the daughter also ; and accept the aame from' 
your willing servitor, 

W. HUKTINGTOV. ' 
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VIII. 



AfM 14. »»». 

t)early Beloved; Grace, mercy, end peace he with 
^ee,->«-throiigh our LotdJesus Christ. 

TojncT. £cNsjL£T told me the other day that 
thou hadst had another visit of the g(wt ; we* 
may truly say of such visitors as Job does of 
his friends, ^^ Miserable comfbrters are ye all." 
Nevertheless^ a purging draught is as profitable 
as a cordiid ; only it is not so palatable. The 
world,! and the things of it; ease and security; 
cari^essness and indifference; coldness and dis- 
affecti<^x; dyadness and slothfulpess ; arte things 
which easily beset us, ao^ things that must be 
purged away ; and we know that every branch 
in Christ that bears fruit, our heavenly Father 
piirgeth that it may bring forth more fruit* 
It is well for us that there is balm in Gilead,. 
and a good physician there — one that can cure 
the plague— <ven the plague of the heart ; and 
the leprosy also, however bad, or however long 
standing; the deaf, and the blind too, have been, 
healed by him; and I believe that he is the only 
physician that can cure the gout He is a skil-' 
fill and a tender physician, never £uled in his* 
undertaking, nor did any patient ever die or 
pcnah under his hands; and he generally ef« 
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fects his cures by the most despicable means* 
Looking to a bit of bras^ on a pole cures the 
venom of serpents; dipping seven times in Jor- 
dan cures ;the leprosy ; a bunch of figs heals a 
burning boil; play cures one born blind; and 
a little salt in a cruse heals ^a spring that never 
wa^ sweet before. Nothing is wanting hepp. 
biit* huriible faith,' ana fervent prayer; prayrt- 
brings m' the medicihd; ' atid "faith a^pplies" if/ 
But alas, alas ! ** he cofild not do many-miractef 
there because of their unbelief, save' that he^ljnd 
hfs hand on a few srck folks,* and they re^" 
coveried.'* I hope patience will liaVc its perfect 
work, and that resigtiation to the divine will 
ihay be granted; together with a full persuasroti ' 
that all things' work together for good to them' 
that love God; this wHl briifg in that peace' 
which passeth all understanding; insomuch ^as^ 
that the soul fitay'be healthy when the borfy^ ta 
5ick, and" be on the xving, 'while- the other rs 
cbnfined to the bed. j ** lio affliction is joyous 
but grievous; nevertheless it yidds -the peace* 
abte' fruits of righte'dusnessu in those- that, ate 
exercised thereby';*' and 'he vras an exceHent 
saiiit that said," " it is good^for* nie thatlhat'C' 
l)een afflicted ; for before this I went astray .-'^-s^ 
The Lord bless thee* and keepthee; my-respecti 
.fo'ttife household; stud* bfelieve* me to be; dear 
friend/ tvef th5>e, ; > -^ " • - ^ ^ -•' ' * '^ 

W. HuNTXiyOTOXA 
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IX. 



Joljr4^ 1793. 



Bear Brother in Christ Jesus^ 



J MAKE bold to inform you ihat 1 am ten thou- 
sand times better than I ever expected to be 
again in this world. I really did expect to 
have gone stooping, or, like Jacob, halting to 
my grave; but, blessed be God, J go up upright, 
though limping a little.^ A report was soon 
Sf^re^d that I was thrown from my horse and 
Jcillcd upon the spot at Hyde Park Corner : 
had this been true, it. would have been with 
.many as it was at the completion of the second 
temple; spme would have wept, and some re- 
joiced : 39 that it would have been hard to tell 
which would have been loudest: the voice of 
weeping, or the voice of joy. However, 1 
preached to them last Lord*s day, that the 
various reports might spread no further; though 
it was with some difficulty that t crawled to the 
£hapel ; one knee ,and leg remain swelled, 
weak^ and painful; but all the other infected 
|)arts mend apace. I hope the Lord will^re. 
store the strength of that limb till niy race is 
raq;,and, blessed b? God, the covenant of 



grace furnishes us with a good and skilful phjr« 
sician; to his care I commit you and youra^ 
and reroaiuj dear sir, yours to serve, 

W. Huntington* 



I WAS sorry t6 hear by my friend Tomtty 
that my dear father in the Lord was ilK How- 
ever, we need physick as well as food : all 
things are not the most healthy which are tht 
most palatable : our Grod does nothing hi vaiik 
Atfiictions take us out of company ; they gatfaetr 
our thoughts home; they serve to turn out 
eyes inward ; ,they bring the chiW of God t^ 
Ibooks ; they teist a damp upon earthly enjoyv 
ments> and wean the affeetions from a vaili 
world; they lead to self-examination, and to 
consider the one thing needful ; and they Q/Ptttk 
humble the mind, meeken the spirit, encouragfc 
faith, awaken fear, and perfume the isoul, aiid 
inake it more unctuous an4 savoury ; they tead ta 
watchfulness on the handy works of God, ani 
to thankfulness when bis ' g;0Qdnes$ appears; 
and I hope the gdod I^td .ixEill satxbtiiy thik 
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St 

Sitbke, ttial fliou tnaycst hare it to say, «<Tt li 
gbod for me that I have been afflicted.** 6(m| 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve tl>e cliil^ 
drenr of men without cause; but corrects us 
with measure, and leaves us not wholly un* 
punished. But we have a fore^funner who led 
the armies of heaven forth, the Captain of our 
salvation, who himself was made perfect through 
sufferings. He can be touched with the feeU 
ingft of our infirmities^ having himself been 4 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and 
bas declared his sympathy to be such, that ik 
all our afflictions he is- afflicted, being the tender 
htarted father of the family 1 the sympatfaetie 
husband of his church, who cost him so deati^ 
ib^eata price. CM which purehasied inherits 
tanoe^ and purchase possession, h^ will Bever 
lose an atotti, either of the gr<>ss,- or the finei^ 
the earthy, of the heavenly part. " The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered,'* nor shall 
one of them ever perish* The devil. sets our 
sinfulness and nothingness against this; and 
unbelief bars the hibart' against it, and the com* 
fort of it, by makingi.u» look at the evils of our 
heart, not at the ioveiand good will of God; 
and at our corruptiotis^'^ot at the great price of 
OUT ransom ; and so '^c^ draw conclusions from 
oiir own feelings andf views of ourselves, not 
from the promises of God, the covenant; of his 
grace, or from the great undertakings, and 

s 8 
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yea, the reproofs and reinikes of God will bt 
esteemed better than carnal security, or hard<^ 
ness of heart We seem at present to be 
ftweetly united and in harmony, and very happy; 
I have taken forth the vile from the precious^ 
and such God says shall be as his mouth. 

Friend B. was with ub yesterday morning; 
the t^ason of this is, because there was a coU 
iection sermon preached in the city ; but the 
Judge wa^ absent in the evening because there 
ivas no collecting. The young cubs bear tiit 
burden, the old foxes play in and out and rum 
the way of the wind. But my God is not 
mocked. Tender my love to damcj to Mr^ 
6* and to the young woman, and accept thto 
fame from your affectionate friend and flei^ 
vaQt iu Christi and for his sake, 

^ W. HUNTINGTOH^ 



May 2% l/g6« 

Dear Father in Christ Jesus^ Grace and Peace be 
multiplied through our great Mediator, 

1 HAt£ no doubt but in thy preseht declining 
^tate thou findest thyself awkward aQd tinpka« 
cunt in tby mind respecting the chapel, and ikit 
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tmpply of" 1^ at Ux« But the pfesencie 4if 
God was not confined to the house idiich S» 
icunon built, much less to Mr. G's buildinggi 
God in gospel days has no palace, np teoiplt 
made by human hands. The bodies of his satnti 
are the temples of the livhigGod. With thf 
broken and contrite heart he will for ever dwell; 
and to revive the spirit of the humble, and the 
heart of the contrite, he will most surely cnanir 
fest himself. Christ dwells in the heart by faiths 
and wherever there is a hope of future faappfc- 
iiess, there is Christ to the world's end* 

The building of that chapel astonished us 
all at first ; we could only look on and wonder^ 
l)ut knew not what motive could move the fll^ 
Ibricator ; for nothing appeared at the opening 
of it but this, ^' Come and see my «eal for tim 
Lord."* To beat him off froih that, a messenger 
of Satan was sent to buffet him, lest he jihould 
be exalted above measure : this brought him «t 
first, for a little while, as it did Solomon, to fp 
about and cause his heart to despair of all the 
works that he had taken under the sun, knowing 
that building the tempk could merit nothing, 
fiut Solomon got rid of his melancholy by the 
fear of the Lord ; and Paul got succour under 
Satan 'a butfeting by pray^. But Saul got ease 
«nder the devil's buffettngs by a tune on Da- 
Vid^sharp; aad our friend has charmed bis by 
Ihose who are as a very lovely song, and have a 
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yea, the reproofs and rebukes of God will bb 
esteemed better than carnal security, or hard* 
ness of heart We seem at present to be 
sweetly united and in harmony, and very happy; 
I have taken forth the vile from the preciouSi 
and such God says shall be as his mouth. 

Friend B. was with us yesterday morning; 
the reason of this is, because there was a col* 
iection sermon preached in the city ; but the 
Judge wad absent in the evening because there 
was no collecting. The young cubs bear th^ 
burden, the old foxes play in and out and turn 
the way of the wind. But my God is not 
mocked. Tender my love to damcj to Mra* 
B. and to the young woman, and accept tht 
§$me from your affectionate friend and aev^ 
vaQt ill Cbristj and for his sake, 

* W. HUNTIN6T0l9\» 



May 23, I796. 

Dear Father in Christ Jesus, Grace and Peace be 
multiplied through our great Mediator, 

1 HAtE no doubt but in thy preseht declining 
state thou findest thyself awkward aqd unpleft- 
mnt in tby mind respecting the chapel, and ikit 
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napply of" it^ at \Jx. fiut the pfcsetice 4if 
God was not confined to the house vrbich S» 
iooion built, much lets to Mr. G's buildings. 
God in gospel days has no pdace^ np temple 
made by human hands. The bodies of his sainty 
are the temples of the living God. With thf 
broken and conttite heart he will for ever dwell; 
and to revive the spirit €f the humble, and the 
heart of the contrite, he will most surely manir 
fest himself. Christ dwells in the heart by faiths 
and wherever there is a hope of future faappk- 
tiess, there is Christ to the world's end. 

The building of that chapel astonished us 
all at first ; we could only look on and Wondet^ 
t>ut knew not what motive could move the ht 
Ibricator ; for nothing appeared at the opening 
of it but this, ^' Come and see my ^eal for this 
Lord/' To beat him off froiki that, a messenger 
of Satan was sent to buffet him, lest he jihpuld 
he exalted above measure : this brought him at 
first, for a little while, as it did Solomon, to fp 
about and cause his heart to despair of all the 
works that he had taken under the sun, knowing 
lliat building the temple could merit nothing. 
0ut Solomon got rid of his melancholy by the 
fear of the Lord ; and Paul got succour under 
Satan's buffeting by pray». But Saul got ease 
«mder the devil's buffettngs by a tune on Da- 
vi4*A harp; ami our friend has charnKfd his by 
•those who ai:e as a very lovely song, and have a 
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grace furnishes us with a good and skilful phy« 
sician; to his care I commit you and youi^ 
and remain^ dear sir^ yours to serve, 

W. Huntington. 



I WAS sorry t6 hear by my /rieml Tofnuiy 
that my dear father in the Lord was ilK How- 
ever, we need physick as well as food: All 
things are not the most healthy which are tht 
inost palatable : our Grod does nothing in vaiik 
AtBictions take us out of company ; they gatfaet 
our thoughts home; they serve to turn out 
eyes inward ; ^they bring the child of God to 
)books ; they bast a damp upon earthly enjoyf 
mentS) and wean the affections from a vaib 
world; they lead to self-examination, and t^ 
consider the one thing needful ; and they QiPtttk 
humble the mind, meeken the spirit, encourage 
ifaith, awaken fear, and perfume the soul, aud 
tnake it more unctuous and savoury ; they lead to 
watchfulness on the handy Works of God, ani 
to thankfulness when his .goodness appears; 
^nd I hope the good lAtd iwill sanctify- th& 
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atlroke, thai ffiou triayest have it to say, "Tt ii 
good for ii)e that I have been afilicted.'* 0(Hf 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve tlie chJl* 
dfert of: men without cause ; but corrects u« 
with measure, and leaves us not wholly un- 
punished. But we have a fortffunner who led 
the armies of heaven forth, the Captain of our 
salvation, who himself was made perfect through 
sufferings. He can be touched with the feeU 
ings of our infirmities, having himself been 9 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and 
has declared his sympathy to be such, that ik 
all our afflictions he is- afflicted, being the tend«t 
htSLited father of the famMy; the sympatbetie 
husbmid of his <thureh, who cost him so deai^^ 
sb^eata price. Qf which purchasied inherit 
ttaoC) and purchase possession, hfe will aever 
lose an atotti, either = of the gt^<^s,' or the fipeit 
the earthy, ot the heavenly part. " The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered,'* nor shall 
one of them ever perisk' ' The- devil sets our 
sinfulness and nothingness against this; and 
unbelief bars the hfeart' against it, and the com- 
fort of it, by making>:^s^ look at the evils of our 
heart) not at the love^anxl good will of God; 
and at our corruptiotts^iiiot at the great price of 
our ransom ; and so M^ drawi conclusions from 
oiir own feelings andf views of ourselves, not 
^from the promises of God, the covenaiDt j of his 
grace, or from the great undertakings, and 
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kind \nn welt acquainted with our grieft : iA 
eadured our sitts and our sufferings; and ht 
ifaall see of the travail of bis soul and shall lit 
satisfied in our salvation, and in our glorificait- 
tion ; for he shall rejoice in his own purchased 
inheritance, when he shall deliver up the sub- 
jects of his kingdom to the Father in full tale, 
all completely saved, and all completely glori-* 
fied, with a ^' Behold me, and the children which 
tbbu hast given me !'* Our earthly afl9ictions 
9re but for a moment, when compared to the 
eternal inheritance ; and it is in the furnace of 
affliction that God hath chosen us, in order to 
humble iis, ahd make us meet for it. Th^e ^^a#- 
flictiods are not .joyous, but grievous; neveftfee(* 
less they yield the peaceabie finits of righteous*^ 
ftess in them which are exercised thereby :" they 
discover the evil and enmity of the carnal mind, 
Und the want of submission to the will of God; 
ni^hich brings us off from trust in our own 
hearts*. Trials bring this world into contempt 
•«Hth us, and they makle a hope in Christ appear 
iif infinite value, and ex<;ite gratitude from the 
hiwrt toGod, who has not put us off with a por-* 
tba ito this life^ in which there is nothing but 
Taaify and veKation ^ soul. ^ ' 

I hope wh^n the weath^ gets a Utile fine to 
hare the picas wre of pay ing you^ai visit, but at 
pmiettt I caDr4Mirdly endure tkm eoid. My dame 
is laid4>y >«pitii ^be gdnt- lu'liotii; ^rdt:^ wkich' 



the SdQ'pf Godi wb are highly praed ." I wiH 
give nations for : the<e,". say a God^ '^ and people 
for thy hfe/' It is not< wl)at we arCi .or what we 
are worthy but the vilue that » set upon as/aud 
the wonderful price ^that.we are isougfat witl% 
that is to foe our comforts : ^^It is better/' says 
the wise man, " to go to tbehcmseof mourning 
than to the house of feasting, and the day of 
death is better than the day of i»ur bir4:h 4" tfi^ 
former was to sin and trouble, the latter frees 
1:^ from both. ^* Precion* in the sight of ^be 
Lord is the death of hisaalhts." We have 3eeii 
motob^f his kindness, grace, and providence, in 
f2>is life ; bat at best this is but looking through 
ai glass flarkly. This is not all that God had in 
iriew; his end is to display the riches of his 
grace in glory by Christ Jesus; and our Lord*is 
end and aim ar|e to shew us plainly of the Fatbec, 
and nqt to speak to us in proverbs; 
,.: Now, as the'* acgomplishmasb of an. end is 
what all fabricators aim at, the glorification of 
the ctHircb is God's aim i be will bring us home, 
that we may see the reality >of things, and reap 
the) harvest^ as well as , the: first fruits. The 
Saviour declaves that there is joy in heaven oveo; 
one sinneir that repenteth, > more than over 
ainety and nipe self-righteoii^, who imagine 
Jbey never went, astray; and» if there be suc& 
joy afcbringing onC' strayed; sheep to t^e truths 
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G<id1»tnittAi makes m meet for it It krtlxifiivf 
ciotts blood ai t^ Lamb of God that, makes w9 
deaiii. and tl»e nghtmusness of Christ iha^ 
iQtikes us just ; it is ^his Spirit that makes us 
holy, and his love tliat makes us free; and we 
are camixlete io him. Let nothing .move yoki 
from this trust in the darling Son of God; he 
is the onl j\.foaiuiation, a chosen, a precious a 
tried stone,.. and a: sure foundation:; andwfaeb 
<xed fqunded 2ion he declared that the poor tof 
his p^ple . shojuld- trust in it; aadthej^ are p^t 
in spirit who have;. no goodness nor good wories 
to plead. A good God has dealt kindly with 
you both. He has, not dealt with us as he does 
.wUh:the.Midked, >iho are f* driven away tn» their 
«wij8kediies6 ;" npr thrown us" out of the vsor Id 
ES ai; Stone out of a asliug; nor. with a sjtOTm 
;)]iiif leil us out. of ::ouc placo, Joh xx vii SI •< Hit 
«lias.in his kMig suffering mercy pulled us dewm 
gradually, and loosened a ptu at: a time, as vrm 
^^e>abli^ to bear it ; that we mi^ht look about 
my tx9Lmkie ourselves, and watch his hand,^od 
have' our end in view, a«id live in expej^tatioh 
<>f the change, and not be alaroieid !6t tc^riied 
ia,t:#t .when it Ot^m^s. The death of the rigbteoM 
is c»Hec| ^tfcenog hiiei, So«g.vi. »; Miiga^ 
;tliering his wheat into bis b^^ra, u^h ia t 
gentle gathering, not a hast3^{44ickil)gy t^odl 
jlesa dri viog ur out of the vi^\d. . It is titie #6 

are pooj, siafHl^:i9ipro$iaJiIe^ciae^uQ»r»Aii^ 4^ 
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worthy' of God's fi6tiee ; hut/^.th^tmi^bate^ 
the SoD'-pf God| M^e are highly prneed /^ I wili 
SJire oations for thee," aays God» ^^ and people 
for thy hfe/' It is not wJut we are, or what we 
are worth, bat thevaloe that is set upon us/aud 
the wonderful price ~^that.we are isciugfat witfa^ 
that is to be our comfort : ^f.It is better/'says 
the wise man, " to go to the house of mourning 
than to the house of feasting, and the day of 
death is better than the day of x^urbirth^". tfie 
fwrn^r was to sin and trouble, the latter frees 
US from both. ^' Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his^saihts." We have 3eett 
motohof his kindness, grace, and providence, in 
liHS life; but at best this is but looking through 
a glass darkly. This is not all that God had in 
view; his «nd is to displaythe riches of hk 
grace in glory by Christ Jesus; and our Lord'is 
end and aim arp to shew us plainly of the Fatbei^ 
and QQt to. speak to us in proverbs. 
,., Now, as the'' acQomplishmeot of an. end is 
what all fabricators aim at, the glorification of 
the cburcb is God's aisQ ;. he will bring us home, 
that we may see the reality of things, and reap 
the harvest, as well as the. first fruits. The 
Savioiv declares that there is Joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
pinety and nine self-rigfateons, who imagine 
fhey never went, astray; and, if there besuc& 
joy at bringing one- strayed; sheep to t^e truths 
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^ieariTig school bills, when the youtig stuff 
leave me like the land of Egypt when the locust 
had gleaned and reaped it— there was nothing 
green left in it. You know, sir, that there is 
no going to see the Peaks of Derby without mo- 
ney. I am too weak to dig, too proud to beg; 
and too black to borrow, unless it is of those 
fools who know nothing' of my character. Thou 
seest what a hobble I am in, liiy son ; I am re^ 
solved what to do. I will on the Monday, the 
thirteenth instant, set off for Northampton; 
preach to them on Tuesday arid* the Lord's daj 
following, which willbe the nineteerithday ; diem 
set out at the beginning of the following \yeel^ 
and preach at Birmingham that week and the 
Lord's day following, which will be the twenty- 
sixth instant; then set off from Birmingham to 
Bradford, near Bath, and there taade all the week 
and the Lord's day foUowiiig, which will be the 
second of September. After which, if God per- 
mit, I shall set my face toward mount* Galeed^ 
and reach Bethlehem toward the latter end of 
:wheat harvest. And perhaps I shdll return with 
as dark a countenance, and as good a consc^* 
ence^ and just as much cash in hand, as if I had 
seen every peak in Derby. Yours is a piarty of 
pleasure, Tommy, but mine is a party of labour: 
there is a difference between rocs and asses ; the 
one sports with its legs, the other bows its 
ihoulders fobear; the one is. for pJeasbrci the 
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otlier far burden : and I Jcnoar ihut ^'^y will- 
Work me well before I come honxe ; though th« 
hea$t c6mes not for his hire, byt fropi love — a 
^y already received. This, my son, is tbe 
piaa I am obliged to draw ; and I hope brother 
B*s lines will comfiort with it I shall inforrii 
the people at R. of his absence, the cause aUo, 
^nd secure a supply. Young Doc)tor E. intends 
to accompany n:ie, if nothing prevents. That God 
rti^y «end'me among them with a living coal and 
a springing iwell^ i^ the desire of my $oul ; that 
kiy feef may be beautiful on the mountains, 
and my x^onyers^tion savoury; and tha( the 
mountains may bring peace to the people, and 
the little hills rigbteoysness. Te^drer my Jov^ 
to Mr. C. and aU friends at Birmingham, while 
I subscribe mysejf a greater lover of the .moun- 
tains of Zion, than of ^U the peaks of Derby. 



from the Sing's Bale — ^between the oppie tsee 

; and the weipping willow, Ociob^ 3> 1792* 

' • * ' - . • 

icy DEAR TOMMY, 

•■• - • . ♦♦ . t • ■ I 

V 

j[ wnsH grace, mercy„and peace, to be with th<se 
vt&d thine, through our I.or4 and SavjoUr Jestfs 
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Christ.. I am come to the following resolution ; 
that IS) if the oil remain in the cruse ; if the 
dtw remain on my branch ; if the candle of the 
Lord shine bright on my head ; if the water 
remain in the well ; and if the rain abide in the 
clouds ; if any manna be left in the pot, or meal 
left in the barrel; if any visitation preserve 
my spirit, and if my glory be fresh in me ; if 
health and strength admit, and Providence ap- 
prove ; unless Free-will should be lame in both 
her feet, unless Diligence should be gone to 
Dalmatia, and Zeal be left at Melitum - sick ; 
unless Love should be seized with an ague; 
Faith should be languid, and only Hope remain 
with me; I do intend to preach at Uxbridge 
on Tuesday the 9th of October; at Wy comber 
the 10th and 11th of this instant Hope you 
will inform them of Uxbridge in time, as I 
have informed them of Wycombe. If you ac- 
company me, I hope you will take the books 
with you, and especially the parchments. The 
cloak you may leave at my uncle's ; take Mark 
and the evidence, and bring them with you, for 
they are profitable to me for the ministry; 
Zenas the lawyer you may send to the Temple, 
for he » turned aside^ vain jangling; Diabo- 
liis and Infidelity have greatly withstood our 
words ; the Lord reward them ! Alexander the 
coppersmith doth me much wrong; he is 
nothing .but a noise; he is sounding brass and 
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a tinkling'cymbal) but without ihb. Jlrmenius'^ 
creeps into houses and leads captive silly womeni 
ever learning, but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Arius has overthrown 
tl»e faith of many, and Moseses disciples are alb 
turned away from me. Farewell, Tommy ; ever 
thine> 

W* HUKTZNOTON^. 
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'...«. ^ . '■ - ..J 

Birmingham, 1792. 
My dear Tpmoiy^ Grace and peace be wit^ thee. 

y/h are arriv#d ^e- at ^^riur joIc) lodgihgs,^ 
where we foudd^thcdairie and- ithe little niahli' 
I preadhed last' night for' the fiVst ttme; our 
house wa^ weir filled with pefSO»s'ef dliffefent' 
descripfiony Md of difl%reil1? comiplexion; Was 
I skilled in phystogtiom^ I should ietid you an ex- 
traordinary portrait; the differeM t^amteilaikeis 
reflectibg such different aspfects, aeeordiAg tb«^ 
the itiward state of mind, atad' the di!fl[^rettt cases" 
of conscience. However, thetd were two of ni^ 
in the pulpit; one black enough, and the other* 
as white as snow. I believe the devil looked 
through the very eyes of some bf my Audience^ 
but you know two shall withstand him. When 
Jesus works with us there is execution done 

f9 



some way or oth^r. I am fired and filled m%h 
iudignation against Tif^oo the Black Prince ; 
I hope to see him fall from heaven like light* 
Qing ; and, if God will be with me, I hope to 
smite him ..ith the hammer of the word as hard 
as any anvjil-man in Birmingham can smite. 
There was a church parson there to hear, but I 
know not his name : when I had done, there 
came a young man to me as pale as death, and 
asked after my name ; I told him Wm. Hunt. 
He replied, Huntington. I told him I was a 
bastard, and went by various names ; but my 
real name was Christian : he replied, that is the 
best name of all. He seemed as if he had read 
my books and got some benefit ; but the devil 
had perplexed him about my name^ in ordof to 
pr^udice his mind. As you have got Sir John 
Falstaff in Ixmdon, I hepe, Tommy, that you 
will bring him into your way of livings give 
him plenty of spring water, little sLee|>» and 
empty him from vessel to vessel, and drag him 
from pulpit to pulpit, and I think you will waste 
bim a little^ and make him mpre fit to travel; 
and if you can bring him to buckle his own 
shoes you will be of infinite service to him* 
My kind respects to your father, spouse, and all 
friends ; while I remain, dear. Tommy, ever 
thine, in the best of boads^ 

W. HuXTINGXOi^i:. 
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Where I am to find my counsellor, my guide, 
and my companion, I know not; this whole 
week have I not once seen this Hebrew crawl 
out of his hole. But, whether he be sitting 
among the doctors in the seminaries of learning, 
or whether he be among the sick thrown up 
upon the baggage waggon, I cannot tell. As to 
thy friend Samson, they are endeavouring to 
bind him, and send him in bonds to Gath : the 
Philistines are upon him. Two days ago came 
an epistle from Sinai, from the woful set called 
lawyers; last night came John Doe and Richard 
Roe, both strangers to me, being not so much 
as once mentioned in all the Bible; and this 
morning came a sacred bird of the air, skimming 
upon even wing over the mountains, with this 
voice, **The rod of the wicked shall not al\frays 
rest upon the lot of the righteous, lest the 
righteous put forth his hands to iniquity." I 
call the former the raven, but the latter the 
dove, because the better and saffer messenger, 
which bears -better tidings. Could t call at 
Bolt "Court I should get advice About this 
dUfeaise^ratis : biit it is levee day, so one of 
you, either Tommy or Jemmy B, must wait 



70 

upon me, and they may expect their fee when 
the doctor's finances are in better health. 

W.H. S. S. 

Dated from MxnMiH, Atfaeoii the day 
b^iB Christmas Eve, 179^* 
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Grantham, July 26, 1797' 

' ' '- 

. My dear Friend in-Cfarist Je^us, 

\ A»^ arrived safe, and Wjas three times engaged 
yesterday in attacking, storming, and besieging 
this place, but have not as yet reduced it to the 
royal standard. We have attempted to plant 
the tree of liberty and the tree of life, but the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil seems to 
he mid^st in favour, as being a tree to be desired 
to make men wi§e ju their own conceit In my 
road I preached twice at Biggleswade, and in a 
bam at Potten, Sono^ few seem to understand 
me, but to some I spoke parables, to others 
Greek; for they do not appear to have been 
used to any distitiotion k^ «qfufids, so that it 
cannot be expected that the^ should know what 
is piped or harped. Many poor woutided souls 
we meet with, but> truly there ijSft: famine in 
the land: many shepherds and pastors, faUeiy 
so calledj^ who^ carry igood ocn^rationa; they 
feed themselves, l^ut k^p a miserable; lardisr 
for those who feed them, .How«irer, God hath 
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anointed and appointed tky servant to feed 
the flock, while bountiful Providence feeds me. 
I see more and more the value of an everlasting 
gospel, and the insufficiency of a foiin of sound 
words, without the power of God to humble, to 
support, to keep, to comfort, and to rule and 
govern the soul. Head notions make no en- 
croachments on the territories of Satan ; and as 
be sustains no loss he raises no opposition. At 
Grantham there is some stir; Satan is not dead 
here. On Wednesday I am bound for Leices* 
ter; and after that my face will be set for Mount 
Gilead, Mizpah, and the watch tower. Tender 
my love to the sleepy, partner, the, white Ser- 
jeant, the boatswain; to Mr. and Mrs. M. Mr. 

B. ftc« God bless you. 

Pabson Sackt 



XX. 

i;97. 

I EECEiVKD my dear Tawmy's epistle, in com- 
pany with one from dear Brother M* and hum- 
bly thank them both fojr their lyndness. As I 
am at a seaport, nothing can be.p^^pected frpm 
me but sea-term& I have b^een engaged six 
times every weelr» and this week seven. A num- 
ber of small cruiscirs every day; surround me, 
and I s|>are neithtr ammunition nor labour, for 
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t ftSaf £h6te ate but few l^yiliits ^ittbrtg them, 
Several vessels have appeared leaky; this I gas- 
ther from their sheering oiF; atid others arfc very 
busy at the pump; some seem willing to strike 
but doubt of lenity; others, who have xiome 
mooring up under full s4il, with scorn and dcfi* 
ance in their looks, have received visible da^i- 
mage in their rigging; and even several in theif 
teal uniform dress sit constantly at my feet tq 
learn navigation. I believe I have broke theif 
lines, dnd driven some ashore; and, without th^ 
kind interference of Proyideiice, some will most 
certainly go to the bdttom. I can see tears and 
fears visible throughout the whole squadron j 
and all my feats are, that when I am recalled,, 
unless succeeded by some ablecommander, that 
they will get anto dock, and be repaired upon 
the old keel and timber^} and this >vill be rather 
an emboldening than a reduction. Here hath 
been a deal of engaging, firing, and report; but, 
alas! fire and brimstone will not do execution 
yrithout nitre, and there hath been a visiblp 
want of this throughout the war; hence it ii 
Chat the surgeon's room is so empty, and tho 
hospital ship without a crew. There has been 
no fighting here to purpose, nothing but a par* 
ley, and perpetual exhibitions of a flag of truce; 
so that you do not know foreigners from ddmes* 
tics, riof enemies from ffiendS. Our comrti£ind< 
ers seem t6 have aimed at nothing but their pay; 



73 

As to conquests or victories, there hath been no 
liheers upon that score j nor do I believe that 
they have ever shared one farthing of prize«r 
taioney since the commencement of the war, 
We have a legion of recruiting-officers, but not 
one pres6*gang: opening rendezvouses; hang- 
ing out flags; inviting landsmen, and promising 
great bounties, in our old friend R's wayi 
^eem to be, and to have been, the employment 
of most or all of them : but no bounty ever 
looming forth has made many sick of their 
ijwelling speeches and empty proffers. And, for 
my part, my soul longs to be on board of my 
own ship, and with my own dear, dear, dear 
crew, with whom I hope to spend and be spent; 
for I believe I have got more that can hand, ree^ 
^nd steer, in my cabin, than are here upon all the 
decks, if you examine them from the first-rate 
to the smallest sloop: and therefore I intend, 
by the leave and furlough of my great Com- 
mander, to go on shore on Monday next, and 
to tiake my leave of Plymouth Sound, and gq 
and hoist my broad pendant on board iny own 
ship, which lies nearer the Nore than this part 
is, aftd is in a much faii^r way ta reach the 
ftiir havens, than any that I have seen in this 
port. Nor krtk I afraid of our going down fo? 
Want of ati anchor, or of going k^ore for the 
t#*ttt of caWe. Tender tojr fciud love to brother 
M^' t(^44in6', tb lUtber and tnother C. wt^en yoa 
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vrntef-ud laccept the ;«amB from your; hjCftrtjr 
compA&ion io tlia vcr;rage, . a(nd:^illiog . id^ss- 
inate atthe pot^- S. S.r 

Lieutenant of the Invincible; on a far]ou(g|i, 

ia Plymouth. 

Bad ink, small table, no fire,' the rolling of 
ship, and the hopes of a rout, have rendered this 
scrawl very uninfelligible; but, as it is to the 
Oxford printer, I omit corrections : behaving 
teen long proved by a multiplicity of hands, 
and . none without signification, though most 
without explication. I have heard by some 
that you have had a liberail boatswain in my 
absence, and plenty of fresh provisions, which I 
^ess at by the corporations of the crew left 
here, who appear to be as robust as a penny 
whistle^ and to waddle with fat like al>eggar*8 



<•'>•< 



XXI. 



' blAR FKl£KD, 



IlATiKG been rather light-headed la<t night 
with a iever, and mueh perplexed with d^eiiiM, 
aU my ' tlreaims have been upon incomei . and 
every respite I had in my sle^ caused m6 to 
fancy that I got deeper and deeper into tfaAt 
niystery, and sfabuld be enabled to stater mljr 



aii€Oiiie to flie satisfiftction <sS the inquisitive 
commiMioners r but when I awoke, behold it 
was a dream ; and I am as ignorant as ever I 
was. 

It is but of late years that I haye been al- 
lowed any income at all, and since this nelcessary 
evil has fallen a little to my share, I have heard 
more about income than I ever did before. He 
that increases learning increases sorrow; and 
he that hath much income hath much trouble. 
I hkve stated as fair an account as I could of 
the income of the chapels, and sent it last 
Tuesday by a friend to Edgeware ; but. there 
were such crowds attending the chair for au- 
dience, that my friend could not come at the 
lords paramount for the press : therefore I re- 
main as I. was; and yet am threatened with a 
forfeit for not obeying what I cannot under* 
stand. Everywhere, and in all things, I am 
instructed : for \ novr learn that I must make 
a statement of the profits of my farm, which 
will amount to the same sum as that of 
my pigeons— just nothing;, but that will not 
do: for I must not set rent, and taxes, and 
tyihesyragaiust; profit.- It is. demanded, not ac- 
coding to the re^nt x\i% farmer {^ys, but ac* 
cording to what he,<u^ht tp pay upon a mode- 
-i^tj^repi^^^ ^ th9(, A large rept for a $mall farm 
like miiiQ mu9t {^j^fdefga a^ dedu^tipn,, and an 
jftdditiep; l^^t % they wiU strike off half my 
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Ttntto increase my profits, and so tnkki m* t 
gainer where I am a loser. And here I want 
an appraiser, an auctioneer, a politician, and a 
lawyer; but I am neither. I own I am justly 
served ; for I have often murmui'ed against God 
when in hunger and nakedness, because I had 
no income ; but the tables are now turned ; fot 
my eyes, my ear«, and my heart, are not only 
full, but sick of the endless accounts of income, 
I am willing to part with all, but that will not 
do, without a statement where all came front, 
and that I cannot give. In this mystery upofi 
income, in which many thousands are loserS, 
no doubt, but some few, like the lawyers and 
collectors, will be gainers, and these, no doubt, 
make it their study to understand the handv 
writing, do, dear friend, seek me out a cun^* 
ning man, that is skilful in these things, and 
bring him to me to-morrow in the afternoon^ 
and I will endeavour to collect all the materials 
I pan for him to work upon ; for I am ia 
danger of forfeiting twenty pounds, for being 
confined to my room ; as human laws make no 
allowances for inability, nor for impossibilities/ 

Yours, very aifectionately, 

W. HUNTXNGTPI^ 

Senday noon. Lying at aDchor, vrnd reeidrng a^long 
ficcouDft from the Serc^ki at Woolwich^ which 

fuzzier me as bad as ipconif. 
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XXII. 



The Cabin, 180(5. 



Brother in Christy and companion in travel^ 

J. HB flesh has given way to the spirit ; carnal 
reason is debased by divine inspiration*; infi- 
delity is skulked into corners ; while faith as- 
cends and descends ; th^ heart is eased of its 
burden, and by going in and out, and finding 
pasture, begins to swell with better treasure. 
The despicable Coalheaver says that faith has 
prevailed ! No devil, or devil's imp, shall ever 
stand before the supplications of God's benign 
Spirit; nothing infernal shall ever face, con- 
front, or frustrate the all-prevailing intercession 
of the darling of heaven. Satan's agent shoots 
in secret^ and so can the saint; and the latter 
is by far the best arclier.. Our bow abides in 
strength; and there is a flaming shaft shot into 
the soul of that wriggling serpent, which nothing 
shall ever eradicate or cure but the balm of 
Gilead; nor shall he. ever procure that balm,, 
unless he come and worship at the foot of 
Christ's beloved servant, and embrace with the 
most cordial affection the honourable and de*. 
vout assembly which he , impiously styles " a 
mob.** Ever yours and friend M's. 
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Signed by one undeservedly beloved of God 
in Christ ; and in echo and reflection a lover of 
God. W. H. S. S. 

'^ The righteous shall see their falU Halle- 
lujah." 



XXIII. 

Nor. 12, 1807.- 

I WAS astonished beyond measure to hear of 
the calamity which called you from Leicester. 
I thought of the fire falling upon Job's sheep 
and servants^ and consuming all but he that* 
bore the heavy tidings. , Dame, I understand, 
and the children were ill fled to the mountain 
ere thje conflagration took place ; and, if report 
be true, the presses, and other expensive appa- 
ratus, were removed from the premises which 
were consumed. I hope thou art insured, though 
r am not And if so, may we not say that all 
, things work for good? for even unbelief itself 
has befriended you in this matter. I should 
be glad t6 have some account of your loss,^ 
and the inconvenience you have sustained. 
: As for myself^ my Doctorship is much re- 
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spected in these parts : fresh Hebrew^ are^ com- 
ing forth out of their holes ; the excellent of 
the earth shew themselves : some come twenty, 
thirty, and fifty miles to hear, and by no means 
are they sent empty away. The flame which 
God first kindled in my soul extends itself both 
in light and heat, and will go through the land, 
and, like the fire on' the altaf of burnt offering, 
will never go out ; and 1 daily see that all the 
sparks of blind zeal, and all the flames of elo* 
quence and oratory, wh?eh inflame the affec- 
tions of corrupt nature, die and expire before 
it: and my tady's men and the watermen are 
as much exposed as the Jewish scribes were be* 
fore the Son^ of -God. I ^t oldi my Kings 
weak, and breath short : 4)i|t, had I much longer 
to live, and strength permitted, I should greatly 
extend my diocese, aod be somewhat like; a: 
bishop at large. The place is so crowded, that 
for many minutes I could not get within the; 
doors. But these dan^p places, ; and ^uch a dis- 
tance to walk afterwards, try my i asthma and 
rheumatic complaints not a little. It snpws now 
hard at Grantham. NevertiHeleiss, I use no 
medicine but that of prayer: and I a^ en> 
barked in such a cause, that there is no way of 
saving one's life but by dying; in its defence^ 
My brother cloth last Sunday sounded an alarm 
at church against Antinomians; but this falls 
upoB the Holy Ghost, and he will revcikgi^^U 
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sach aspersions when he has performed hi* 
work on Mount Zion, Go where I will, I see 
nothing but death, except in our own line, land 
among the little hills, which are the daughtera 
of Providence. They build, but God ^nd 
conscience pull down ; they talk and boast of^ 
fruit, but no root ; they banish truth, and em- 
brace fables ; and every deceiver waxes worse 
and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

Farewell ; kind love to dame, ray seedsman^ 
and Mary. Yours in him, 

W. H. S. S. 
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Grantham, 1808. 



I HAVE just received my dear friend's letter, 
with its succession of disasters ; and have laid 
his case before him, who, as David said, per- 
formeth all things for me. But he has much 
mpre confidence in my prayers than I have. 
However, I found Hberty both in speech and ia 
spirit; and hope, by God's help, not to faint in 
it till I hear or see the event. It is my only 
refuge, and only resource, and we are com- 
manded to use it; and the benefits of thif 
honourable calling are neither few nor small. 
I have worked my way round thus fai^ and am 



How bound for Milton, then for Newark} and 
the Sunday following for SIfeaford; from whence 
I set my face for Cricklewood, if God permit 
My strawberries must be now toothable; if so, 
take dame and daughter to them, |iad ndake 
free, unless they at my house send theni ti$ 
you. Here is little or no fruit that is ripe. 
But I have now and then a taste of the more 
delicious sort from the tree of life ; the least 
taste of which makes lively. But the furnacei. 
which is preparatory, generally goes before the 
sweet repast, to create and sharpen the ap-^ 
petite; and the banquet follows, to encou- 
rage us to struggle, and keep us from fainting. 
This zigzag work lies crooked to our will, but, 
when laid to the rule of God's revealed will, it 
lies straight. He will sanctify the afflictions of 
his children, and afford supporting grace, even 
if the comforts of hope be withheld. Tender 
my kind love to dame, and to Miss B. I am ia 
haste, and shall follow this with the feeble pe- 
titions of their affectionate friend and servant^ 
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Northampton, 1 7 th August, 17g%, 

\\t arrived safe here, and are in good health. 
I have drawn and brandished my sword at 
Tippoo the black prince, and I was not alone 
in the field of battle ; the God of armies seemed 
to be present; not a dog moved his tongue, nor 
a person hardly moved his foot: they were all 
attention, alt silence, all waiting and expecting, 
and I hope their expectations were not cut off. 
I heard B. here on Tuesday night j we had the 
wind and the earthquake : but the fire and 
water, dew and rain, oil and salt, l>oqey and 
butter, milk and wine, meat and bread, were all 
wanting; it wa? a concert, not a feast; it was 
all for the ears, nothing for the palate ; much 
music, no provi:*;ion ; a deal heard, bijt nothing 
felt; I had hard work to keep my eyes open; 
there came nothing from the vision, so I wanted 
the pillow : it was a terrible noise, but not 
enough to keep me awake. Such are poor mid- 
wives, but worse shepherds, and worse nurses. 
No man shall ever touch the mystery of godli- 
ness in the saint's heart, who never was in God's 
secret counsel. The Saviour is a sealed mys- 
tery, the Bible a sealed book, and the Church a 



afalftd fottntaiB, and. none fiultlttiever biesstif 
Spirit of God can unseal, open, or explain ^ithm 
Qf these three. They that get at the Saviour 
wiUgetaitu^: if they .get into his heart they 
will pwk the lock, and get into ours also; but 
they know ns not, bei^use they knew him not^ 
Slessed be God for ever for a preached gospel^' 
and blessed be his name for ever for an unctuousr 
experience of its divine power: we are in th6 
covenant, th^ go round the bounds of it; we 
get intb the guest chamber, while they bungle 
at the door ; they have no crosses, and so no 
eonscdations ; they have no bitterness, conse^ 
quently no joys ; they have no adversity, there-^ 
fore no prosperity ; they have no rods, and so 
no aonship. Trials are our purifying futnaces, 
our purging draughts to keep us clean, and oui^ 
bitter herbs to give us an appetite ; and there is 
nothing in us that dislikes it but the flesh and 
the old man, neither of which are very great 
friends to us ; to be at peace with these is td 
be at war with God ; an alliance with them k 
attended with enmity to God himself. • 

I take it for granted that our old friend 
P^is still feeling after a path that is overgrol^ 
with Qioss, where it will be easy for her corns, 
and where s)^ can walk in her old clouted easy 
shoes. Ah, poor Peg ! thy road shall have 9&tiSk4 
rough as well as smooth steps ; some crooks pi 
weQ as straits ; some mountains of difficulty as 



li^ell ti vallf et ' of binnilitj ; some : perplexing^ 
entanglements as well as directing landmarks ; 
it lies through the dreary desert a& well as the* 
▼alley of JBaca. Go on, old girl, thou shalt 
neither lose the way nor miss the end: the 
anointing, the unction from the holy One shall 
teach thee, guide thee, lead thee, check thee 
when wrong, and cheer thee when right, and 
teach thee a thousand little lessons in thy own 
heart, which thou shalt never be able to teach 
or explain to another in this world. Lay by 
listening to the devil and unbelief; have no ear 
but for Jesus ; we know he is true, but the others 
were always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies : this 
witness istrue, therefore rebuke them sharply; 
I shall go from hence on Monday morning 
next, aud shall lodge at B\ &c* The Countess 
goes with me : she is handed about from house 
to house, and. is set no small store by; she 
seems to be at home to a hole. Tender my love 
to Ruth, to Sarahj and to all friends. I have 
wrote to 6. and to £. A. and shall shortly write 
to the ancient line. 

. James, God bless thee, my son, the son of 
my vows, and my companion in travail. Peg» 
God be gracious to thee, my daughter, and 
give thee. favour in the sight of the m«n, that 
thou may^st lie at his feet and 6nd grace ia his 
»ight 

W.H.S.S 
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Beloved in the Lord, 

.\Tt. arrived here safe last night: soon afteir 
six. o'clock, . and were very kindly receiv€d* 
JVIany of the people round the country have 
made great inquiries when I should come, and 
therefore I have hope of a good company to 
hear me, and of some success among the hearers } 
but this work lies vi^ith the Lord. 

ft 

I am at present in myself rather low and 
flat; much more in the valley than on the 
mounts more darkness than light; more rough 
paths than plain ; and more appetite than foodp 
But it ill becomes me to complain, knowing 
that nothing but sovereign grace makes the 
difference between the heir of promise and the 
son of perdition. I do long to see the word 
run and be glorified ; but ours are not days of 
great success; we labour much for little fruit; 
much plowing and sowing, but little crops, llttte 
reaping, and a small harvest: we labour; but 
the time will come when others will enter into 
our labours, and reap what we have sown. The 
Arminians have built a place at Littleport, and 
now they have opened a house at Downham^ 

it Wherever God erects an bouse of prayer. 
The devil's sure to build a temple there. 
And true it is, on strictest observation. 
The latter has the greatest congregation.*' 



But still their end will be according to their 
works. We must have a daily cross, and daily 
opposition ; y^t this we know> that no vessd, ex-- 
cept a vessel of mercy, can sail both against wind 
tnd tide* It is not the first, but the last, in the 
heavenly race that wins the priie ; and this nd 
Arminian ever saw* I am now on my wateh 
tower, hoping, begging, and expecting, that 
the master will come at the second or the thttd 
watch ; at least at the cock-crowing, or in the 
morning ; for sure I am that, unless the ma^tev 
bless the sacrifice, the guests that are bidden 
cannot be satisfied. There is bread enough in 
our father's house, and wines plenty on the lees, 
but the feasts are too, too, seldom ; the master 
is rich, but all the servants are poor. Whetl^ 
first he woos and wins, and draws his hands 
to the plow, how kind, how liberal, how boun*- 
tiful he doth appear. So tender, so indulgent, 
so sympathetic, that he comes leaping upon the 
mountains, and skipping upon the hills, as soott 
as his promised aid is sought But, when yout 
hands are fast on the plow handles, then there 
is a suspension of these soul-dissolving visits : 
smiles are exchanged for frowns, embraces foi* re- 
fVains, visits for desertions, and kisses for strokes: 
then the time is come that we desire again to see 
one of the days of thp Son of man, and we de- 
sire in vain. Nevertheless faith holfls her own. 
Ever yours, the heir at law, W. H., S. S. 
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Mf d^br h»ttl^ tkhA mtS^ «: tte Lord i^Mi 

X AM still ill the laQ4 of the livings but rather 
poorlj^ this day or two, through th« saddea alte* 
ration of weather. But m long as we are in this 
world bonds and afflictio&s will abid« u$ ; and 
these inform us that this is not our rsst: here 
we have no continuing eity, but we seek one 
to come ; and whither our beloved is gone W€ 
know, and the way ive know« And sure I am 
that the wayfaring men> though fools, shall not 
err in the way« The voioe behind us, which at 
first spoke pebce lo us, is to be our guide even 
unto death. 

I am at preselakt full of rheumatic pain» all 
over; I think the weather is going to change. 
O ! that we were but safely landed in the hea- 
venly eountry, where the inhabitants shall iio 
more say I am sick, where there shall be bo 
itiote heat nor cold ! But till we arrive there 
we must be clogged, bowed down, and burden* 
ed with this wretched body of sin and deathi 
which miserable load gets more and more in- 
tolerable to me. But through grace the inner 
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man is still alive^ in hope and faith, and is often 
looking out| and looking forward to that country 
vhich Abraham sought. Were it not for this, 
I should be of all fiesb most miserable, sick of 
life, aiid afraid of death. But the faster and 
heavier these burdens and -infirmities come on, 
the sooner will they be over. All our afflictions 
are dealt out to us in weight and measure; 
vhat is appointed for us we shall have, and no 
more. There is a measure of the sufferings of 
Christ to fill up ; and when that measure is 
full, fariswell to all furnace work : but till this 
'is finished we must die daily, the old man must 
wax weaker, and the new man inust be renewed 
day by day. 

Next Tuesday I set off for Petersham, and 
shall preach bu Wednesday at Richmond; where 
I hope to meet you 6t Jaii)es, in company with 
the great woman at Shunem. I have written 
to her about it, and she will inform you. I 
have great success in the work in these woods, 
sdch as I think I never saw before : and most 
cctrtainly it will appear when God writer up 
the people, that this and that man wa3 born 
here. God bless you, 

W. H, S. S. 
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Feb. 1, 180K 
My dearly beloved children in faith and hope, 

I AM safe arrived without any accident* 
Poor Mrs. M. is much better, only given up 
to pensiveness, a;id is solitary, sitting up late 
at night and rising late in the morning, which 
I do not like; yet I think she will come out 
bright in time. The old lady, h^r mother, 
comes over to day to see her daughter's new 
doctor. There are not a few here that are in 
soul sufferings, who need the great Physician ; and 
I have hope that he will heal as well as wound. 
The farmers here are very rich, and live 
somewhat like the London citizens ; but I envy 
them not; for all seem to walk upon a snare; 
traps are set for them in the ground during this 
famine, and the gin takes them by the heel : 
while the poor in spirit by their cries to God 
tread them down, and the steps of the needy 
crush them. But they are not in this secret; 
.they are not in God's privy council, nor does 
he commit himself uqto them, because they are 
not the bridegroom's friends : he knows them, 
but it is with a knowledge of reprobation, dis* 
dain, and disapprobation. We are the folks, 
notwithstanding our being turned over into the 



90 

hands of the oppressor ;^ it is the grinder's har- 
vest and ours also. Their sudden destruction 
must be at hand, or God never would suffer 
them to ripen so fast. Every sinner must fill 
his mteasure ; and there has been more put in 
that cup these last five years, than there was in 
twenty years before. And sure I am that the 
poor saints are all on their watch tower. God 
has drawn all their eyes upon himself and upon 
his works, to see what he is at, and where it 
will end. I still have a pestilence before me; 
i may be wrong, but nothing but time can 
Convince me. Strange things will soon appear 
in the world ; our hopes and expectations will 
not always lie in suspense ; wisdom will direct 
tis, and divine goodness will provide : judg- 
ment must return and vindicate the righteous, 
and destroy the wicked, that the upright in 
heart may not be at a loss which course to steer. 
The insensible Mr. M. is swimming in red 
port, and often alarmed by the death of one or 
another; and when sick has a wlx)le tribe of 
attendants; and, though he denies the Bible, 
claims heaven as his own. But we never should 
have known there had been a heaven, if divine 
revelation had not made it known; and how 
any can expect such a country, and deny the 
authority of the book that bringsr it to light, is 
t mystery. But the ways of the wicked are 
(brooked, and they are froward in theif paths. 



Here is a little flock in this place^ dll water 
folks^ three of whom have visited me, bat thejr 
are not unctuous. I believe old Providence i$ 
tiot inferior to any other churches^ far from it ; 
but the day of accounts will shew all this* 
Our bitterness is better than this world*9 honey; 
out sorrow far before their joys ; our poverty 
betfo^ than their wealth; our eross is better 
than their crown ; our afflictions better than all 
their comforts; and our appetites and hunger 
better than their entertainments and fulnesi^* 
For the wages of sin is death ; bat if we smfiesr 
tire shall reign; if we die to this world we shall 
live. This world is a good servant, but a bad 
master; a Very good inn, but a sad home; H 
comfortable lunclieon or bait, but a sad inheri<« 
tance. Dear souls, adieu ! I have sent particu-. 
Jars to the great woman^ who will come to you 
} have no doubt. God bless you all. 



XXIX. 

Letros, 1;@ March, l80t. 

Jbt9tYj beloved ih the Lord ; Qtac^ and peace be wxtih; 
thee, tbroiigh oar Lbrd Jeniui Christ. 

Never, tny dear friend^ did I see more need of 
my comiag to any place than to this ; nor have 
I bad one dead, barren time in the pulpit since 
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I have been here. A spiritual fast is a great 
blessing; the people come with a sharp appetite 
and to a hungry people God sends his pastors 
in the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of 
peace. The young B's were sadly down, and 
the M's. at a very low ebb ; but every soul is 
revived, and never was this chapel filled so be* 
fore. — Surelv God is with us! 1 feel the bene* 
fits and the blessing of speaking to a people 
that are not too full fed, as they are at Provi^ 
deuce. What passes at times for light food 
ihercj is swallowed up here, and not fragments, 
enough left to fill one basket I have preached 
every discourse out of the sixth chapter of the 
Hebrews, and not a few in Satan's trap are let 
out. One gentleman yesterday put six guineas 
into my hands; so I keep on sowing spirituals, 
and reaping carnals. I hope, after this long fast 
at Providence, there will be some appetite and 
relish for the savoury meat; and you know 
the blessing is upon the head of all that hunger 
after the fatted calf, the Lamb of God, and the 
living bread ; and this hungry belly is not to 
be filled too full in this life, lest Israel wax fat 
and kick; but in the world to come we shall 
be filled with all his fulness ; then, it is said, 
they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more, neither shall the sun of persecution shine 
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne shall feed us to the full > 
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^ 11 u» with light from his sweet face, andwithf 
love, joy, and peace from his heart ; and the 
more we are kept on short commons in thif 
life, the greater and sweeter will the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb be. God has pre* 
served and appointed our good things to come 
last — " Thou,'*- says Abraham to the rich man, 
** hast had thy good things, and Lazarus evil 
things; but now he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented/' This day is Saturday. I hope ta 
preach to-morrow, on Monday, and on Tuesday 
evenings, and on Wednesday morning set my 
face for London, where I hope to arrive by four 
o'clock. Farewell, be of good cheer; Christ 
loves all that love him, and will reward all that 
fear him ; and we know that we are passed 
from death to life, because we love one another. 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be with you, is the 
daily prayer of, dearly beloved, 

Yours in the Lord, S. S. 
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Augusts, 1801. 



Dearly Beloved in the Lord^ 

I WISH above all things that you may prosper 
thrive and grow; which God promises shall be 
the case of those who are planted in the house 



of the Lord* The flesh is a eenopt Mil, aiul 
we are by nature rooted in it; aad the soul 
^iQg rooted, iafluenced, actuated, said \td by 
the flesh, makes the soul a corrupt tree, which 
caunot bring forth gpod fruit Hence comes 
the necessity of conviction, law terror3» temp- 
tations, and sore trials, to loosen the roots ^ 
the soul, and to raise it up and root it out of 
the old soil of flesh and blood, that it may be 
rooted in the Lord Jesus, and draw heavenly 
moisture, iKsvenly treasure, and heavenly satis- 
faction from him. And, although the soul is 
prone to seek and settle in the old moidd again, 
yet the daily cross still unsettles the soul, and 
keeps this union from taking place. Hence it 
is that the motions of sin in the body work in 
the soul, to bring forth frairiinto death, so 
that they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God, because the flesh leads the soul captive ; 
hot the daily cross sufiers not these to unite ; 
and the word of God often preached, and often 
heard, afibrds other entertainm^t for the soul : 
it feeds the mind with divine things, which 
makes the soul live to them : ** to be heavenly 
minded is life and peace." Be contented with 
these scraps, for they are more than such old 
campaigners deserve. 

IT* H. S. S* 
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Newark ^pon Ti^t 
1 July, 1892, 



]>W% Belfiv«4 in the L^r^, 



I HAVK preaphed three times in thi$ place, and 
am to preach here this night also, being Tu^s» 
day, 1 have received first a letter, and then 
two messengers, to invite me to Gainsborough, 
but I would not comply. I am to go to morrow 
to preach at a placQ called Redford, twenty 
miles b^low this plac?. I did then intend to 
steer my cpurse for York, and for Helmsley 
Blackmoor, which is beyond York. But this 
is all frustrated by many pressing invitations to 
Nottingham, and to the regions beyond that. 

You would stand astonished to see the 
troops from all quarters that come to hear ; not 
flying troops, but principaJly invalids : the poor,, 
buffeted, tempted and tried, these come by 
shoal:? from all quarters, and some upwards 
of thirty miles. I stand a;stouished to see how; 
God has blessed my books, and how many are 
alarmed, awakened, undeceived, and enlighten* 
ed by tbem. My Lady's connection and her 
preacberii s^d forth a veiy stinking savour in 
these parts; and many of her cjiapels, so called, 
ajc ix^ tbft baadsL of the people. Several dry Bap-. 
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tist congregations are alarmed, divided, sepa- 
rating, and coming out from among them, 
being undeceived by my books ; and I do believe 
if the Lord was to make me a bishop at large, 
that I should preach and be followed through-* 
out the nation. God has been so kind as to 
stand by me, and support and furnish me every 
time that I have stood up ; and to see how they 
flock and hear would surprise you; the Lord 
gives me a good dowry. 

The corn, all the way that I came, of every 
kind, is the finest I ever saw. It has been very 
showery here for these three days pai^t. Old 
JMr. T. made me a present of twenty pounds 
to bear my expenses. The poor souls here havc^ 
collected ten, and intend to get more; but I 
told them I wodld take nothing from them, they 
are so very poor; at which they were not a 
little surprised. Tender many thanks to the 
great one, for sending me my book of pe- 
culiar treasure. The Lord reward all her kind- 
nesses to me, for in how many things she has 
administered to me thou knowest very well; 
she has been a succourer of me and of many. 
Forget her, and the old half-way house, I can- 
not, and hope I never shall. My soul is oa 
the wing at the work, believing that it will be 
the most successful and advantageous of any 
journey I ever took. All that are here once 
hated me; but <jfod makes my enemies stink 
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who have preached against me, and tne a fireet 

savour. Tell Lady M, to give her son Bill two 

guineas, as from me, and I will, if God permit, 

' repay : it is for the India handkerchiefs. Dear 

souls, adieu! But no more doctor in the cabin 

till the pay, the bounty, and the prize money are 

spent. Slmll follow this with my prayers, and 

remain 

Ever yours in Him^ 

W. H. S. S. 
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Bolney, 13th Janoaiy, 1803. 

My dearly beloved Friends in the Lord, I wish Grace 
and Peace to be wilh you, together with Faith and 
Hope, Life and Love. 

As for bodily liealth or strength, worldly peace 
or prosperity, gains or profits, riches or honours, 
favour or affection, kindness or civil treatment 
from this world, let it not be once expected 
nor once mentioned among you, as becometh 
saints : for these things are not in the covenant, 
they are no part of the better inheritance ; for 
these things are seen, but the great reward is 
not seen ; these are temporal, but the portion is 
eternal. But is there no better reward for pre- 
sent services! even in this life than temporal 
things ? yes ! His favour is better than life 

a 



ttselff ind his countenance as a doucl of thcf 
latter rain, which often distils precious drops, 
which serve ti^ soften the clods, and prepare it 

4 

for the reception of the word of life, which 
Sinks down deep, and takes root ^fter it has 
been made soft with showers. Let us glory itt 
our infirmities, for these keep us from confi* 
dence in the flesh; let us glory in reproaches, 
for these keep u^ from having fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness; for he that 
is a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
Let us triumph in our h:)dily afflictions, for 
when "the outward man decays, the inward 
man is renewed day by day :" and even bodily 
pains are intended to eject us out of this earthly 
house, that we may be admitted into our house 
that is from above; where "the inhabitants shall 
no more say, I am sick.'* And, seeing we have 
sTuch hope^ what have we to fear, seeing our 
whole work is to cleave to Christ, to follow 
peace, and to endeavour to please conscience? 
And how can we be poor that have God for 
our portion ? This is not our rest, because it is 
polluted ; this is not our home nor our dwelling 
place; and we are called strangers, pilgrims, 
and wayfaring men. We know we have turned 
the corner, gained the summit, and are going 
down the hill : the valley of the shadow of death 
il at the bottom ; then comes the river Jor- 
dati^ .and on the other side is the chief moun-' 



tain, the fountain of life, arid the iv^fkstiitg 
hills ; on the top of which this worid will look 
like the drop of a bucket, and all its formidable 
inhabitartts as grasshoppers, dud as the dust of 
a balance-^less than Nothing, and lighter than 
vanity! O my sweet oiies, the joy of my heart, 
and the Crown of my rejoicing in that day I set 
your hearts on this heavenly country, where we 
shall see our best Beloved, and enjoy feach other's 
company and conversation for evermore. No* 
thing terrible ; no lion shall be there, nor any 
ravenous beast shall be found there; the lion's 
den will be far removed from the heavenly man^ 
sions ; the Sumptuous glutton and hungry La- 
zarus shall be separated by an infinite chasm, 
and over that gulf they shall never pass. And 
"what is our life but a vapour? And what is our 
time in this world but a 5pan long, or an hand^ 
breadth, and all the world but a bubble? 

A young professing woman in this place, 
upon the eve of marriage, died yesterday ; but 
our match is for ever, and in this no dissolution 
nor disappointment. 

To James, Peg, and the pickaninny. 

Ever yours, 
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Father, attd b^ h^s ^pp^^ed the wrath of God^ 
which' was provoked at our sins ; and God will 
fiot gri^tify the deviFa rage in 4X>QdemQing ua 
poor debtors, aiid our ever-btessed Surety too: 
for our God hates the dflvil mcjr^ thaa we do: 
he suffers him to lal^our hard -at.m, and to try 
Ills iiifem^l' skill upoa ^s; afiid,- in spite of all 
Satan's craft, maRce^ apd; cunn^ing,- we remain 
jiist where we werei, ftt the foot of Christ, suing 
for npierGy. - And I do believe that it is one part 
of the deviFs puqishpient to be suffered to wyeak 
liis rage -on this vessels of merey ; for what can 
be a greater .torment than to labour to destroy 
those, his envious^ inind abhors, and yet to la- 
bour in vain ? How desperate do we see apos- 
tates, whose heartGod has turned to hate his 
people, and to de^^l subtilely with his servants^ 
when their rage is kindled, and thej'^ would wish 
to send us^but of this world, and from all the 
glories qf another ! I ^y,r bQ:W desperate they 
are when they find they can do us no hurt !. How 
jftany Javelins did^ Saul throw at poor David! 
'^hbw mjany bitter o^ths, threatenings, and $en- 
- tericea^ did Saul breathe out agaipst the sovtoi 
-Je^sfi! Every time the deyjl entered Paul this 
was David's perilous case; anc} every- time that 
GocJ phecked the dpvil, and made hi n) depart 
from Saul, Saul cried, " Return, niy sou David, 
thou art more righteoMs than I." But, when 
]B^ are ||;ivennp to the4fyiV thpy ^re n^rt tP 



be believed thougb tbcy aipeak fairj ;ftit %^T^. 

are seven abominations in their heart,: jkcaM6f^ 

like Mary, seven devils have entei'ed ipto then^ji 

and these go in and put of their.Qwn.hfLbitatiopi' 

but still it is under the. strong and mling h^p<^ 

ofGody or else wo be tp U3* 

I am at prc^aent rather low and meek, and 

have been kindly indulged in prayer both last 

night and this morning; for which kind in* 

dulgence I thank my God : nor have I neglected 

to pray for the poor dears in London. These 

lines, as well as my prayers, are intended for 

thee. 

Ever yours, 

S. S. 



XXXIV- 

13 May^ 1805. 
Ur POOR OLI> BEARS 

_ « 

XjiTTLi. think what a glee and heavenly sen- 
sation rolled over my mind when I gave niy 
last look at them, getting into the; coach> at the 
thoughts of going shortly to our eternal hoin« 
and safe abode; where I dpuht^ not but we 
shall all meet, in a more conofortabk^ more last- 
ing, and more uninterrupted frame aqd stAte 
than ever we hfive epjoyed in this life* I looked 
back upon you with pleas^ure, aiad ffUhiUpsp<»kj 



jftte delight ; something of heaven springing up 
in my heart, seeming to say, "Ere long you will 
all be gone, and talk over again the things 
which are so imperfectly known in this vain 
world." I canbot describe what I felt; but 
something yet to come shall make it manifest 

Ever yours^ 

W. H. S, S. 



XXXV. 

Angast^ 1805. 
BELOVED, 

I AM now within twelve miles of Castle How- 
ard, the seat of Lord Carlisle, and shall pass it 
on Monday next in my way home. My success 
seems to be exceedingly great, and I have no 
doubt but God s^nt me here. I am now at 
Helmsley Blackmoor, in « the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, and twenty-four miles beyond the city 
of that name. I find many here poor and needy 
in soul, and these are blessed indeed. One poor 
old farmer has followed me more than two hun- 
dred miles; last night lie dropped his chains, and 
this morning he came to visit ipe, with the rays 
of the sun on his face, and the wings of a dove 
on his back : and no less than three more, who 
have heard the jubile, and felt their release. 
I have no call to tell you that the ey^ of these 
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seeing me, hhss me ; and their ears hearing me, 
give witness to me. 

I have invitations from all quarters, and 
might soon become a bishop at large, and might 
travel with four horses, for they are all subscrib- 
ing to bear my charges. I preached first at 
Grantham on Friday night, and Was almost 
melted; on Sunday twice, and on Monday even- 
ing at Newark; on Tuesday evening at Red- 
ford : on Wednesday I went to Sherborn, where, 
finding but one professing man, the man who 
invited me, and beitig informed that the little 
town was stuffed with empty critics and hypo- 
crites, I fell into a bad humour; and, finding 
there were none that were poor and needy, or 
that wished to hear me, I sent six miles for a 
post-chaise, and reached Elvington, six miles 
below York, that night. I then sent the poor 
old farmer before to Helmsley, to inform them 
that I would preach to them on Thursday and 
on Friday evenings : he reached Helmsley about 
ten o'clock in the forenoon, and I arrived about 
four hours after, and preached to not less than 
»x' hundred, as it was conjectured; and last 
night to a full house; twice more to morrow'; 
and then on Monday I set off to preach at New- 
ark on Tuesday evening ; Wednesday and Thurs- 
day nights at Grantham ; on Friday I steer 
my course to Ely, Downham, and LitttepoH^J 
and then for Cricklewood, if God permit. 1 am 
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XXXIIL 

1803, 

It is agreeable to my promise that I send a few 
scraps to my old companions in travail. Mr. B. 
met us ihahy litiles on the road, and was very 
glad to see in Ct We airii^ed safe and in good 
time; and I believe 1 coritiriued my sermon wrth 
the Tittle one %r near tKrrty miles, wjth little 
intermission. She seems exceeding low, and 
low she'mast anti Will go if she belongs to the 
royal family of fhe^house of David ; not only to 
discover the^sih of her nature, and the follies of 
her life, but to stir up and purge out what she 
has been for five years scraping together as a 
covering. The new cloth will never agree 
with the old garment, especially when the hu- 
man web is span first, and the Lord's wedding 
garment of white linen is brought forth to 
complete it. Nor will the new wine of heavenly 
joy and love remain long in a hard, unfeeling, 
and insensible heart. Heavy and lasting' afflic- 
tions fill the son 1 with troVible, grief, and sor- 
row, and by sorrow of heart the spirit is brokeft; 
and it is a broken' spirit and'^^ contrite heart 
which is the new bottle. The new wine of 
heavenly joy in a broken heart will not sv/eH it 
with vanity, nor burst it with pride.- 'Anew 
heart, and a new spirit; both thesfe are preserved, 
according to Christ's prbftrise*, fiorxan Satan de- 
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stToy either. She says but little. At break-- 
fast poor Mrs. B. who is very ill, and going 
off apace, as we were talking together about 
her former troubles, and her present hopes, 
seemed broke n-^hearted, and thankful to God for 
his mercy to her, while my lady seemed very 
much cut up, and wept bitterly, and has been 
shut up in her room ever since : and as for me, 
I fetch all my hopes of her from her misery; 
and my faith tells me that her heart is not half 
so holy, so pure, and so good now, as it was 
when she first came among qs; and I hope to 
roll her in the ditch till her own clothes abhor 
her ; for none but lunatics and lepers are fit for 
our infirmary ; atid, indeed, it was built for no 
other at first. She had some time ago a singular 
dream, of God bringing her to judgment in this 
vorld ; and it appeared to me a very scriptural 
account of the judgment and sharp trial of a 
poor convinced sinner : for I know that God 
fills Zion with judgment and righteousness; 
judgment first, and righteousness afterwards; 
and it is by the spirit of judgment and by the 
spirit of burning that our guilt and filth are 
purged from us : and the devil is busy enough 
in his constant attendance on this court, to see 
how the matter will go, in hopes that we shall 
either hate the light, flee from the truth, despair 
of his mercy, or fly in the face of the Almighty, 
But) but) but'^^we have an Advocate with th« 
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XXXIIL 

. . 1803, 

It is agreeable to my promise that I send a few- 
scraps to my old companions in travail. Mr. B. 
met us inahy miles on the road, and was very 
glad to see inet "We arrived safe and in good 
time; and I believe 1 continued my sermon with 
the little one tW near thirty miles, wjth little 
intermission. ' iShe seems exceeding low, and 
low she'must antl will go if she belongs to the 
royal family of f henhouse of David ; not only to 
discover the^sili of her nature, and the follies of 
her life, but to stir up and purge out what she 
has been for five years scraping together as a 
covering. The new cloth will never agree 
with the old garment, especially when the hu- 
man web is spun first, and the Lord's wedding 
garment of white linen is brought forth to 
complete it. Nor will the new wine of heavenly 
joy and love remain long in a hard, unfeeling, 
and insensible heart. Heavy and lasting afflic- 
tions fill the soul with troiible, grief, and sor- 
row, and by sorrow of heart the spirit fs brokefi; 
and it is a broken' spirit and' a contrite heart 
which is the new bottle. The new wine of 
heavenly joy in a broken heart will not sweH it 
with vanity, nor burst it with pride. Anew 
heart, and a new spirit; both these are preserved, 
according to Christ's pr6ftSse*, sdrxan Satan de- 
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stroy either. She says but little. At break* 
fast poor Mrs. B. vtho is very ill, and going 
off apace, as we were talking together about 
her former troubles, and her present hopes, 
seemed broke n-^hearted, and thankful to God for 
his mercy to her, while my lady seemed very 
much cut up, atid wept bitterly, and has been 
shut up in her room ever since : and as for me, 
I fetch all my hopes of her from her misery; 
and my faith tells me that her heart is not half 
so holy, so pure, and so good now, as it was 
when she first came among ms; and I hope to 
roll her in the ditch till her own clothes abhor 
her ; for none but lunatics and lepers are fit for 
our infirmary ; atid, indeed, it was built for no 
other at first. She had some time ago a singular 
dream, of God bringing her to judgment in this 
world ; and it appeared to me a very scriptural 
account of the judgment and shar]> trial of a 
poor convinced sinner : for I know that God 
fills Zion with judgment and righteousness; 
judgment first, and righteousness afterwards; 
and it is by the spirit of judgment and by the 
tpirit of burning that our guilt and filth are 
purged from us : and the devil is busy enough 
in his constant attendance on this court, to see 
how the matter will go, in hopes that we shall 
either hate the light, flee from the truth, despair 
of bis mercy, or fly in the face of the Almighty. 
But) but, but<«^we have an Advocate with thf 
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Father, ai)d bi^ h^s ^pp^^ed the wrath of God, 
which' was^ provoked at our sips; and God will 
liot gratify the dev}Fa rage iu condemning ua 
poor debtors, and our ever-bkssed Surety too; 
for our God hates the d^vil mcrre -than, we do; 
he suffers him to labour hardat.us, and to try 
}ns^ iiifern^V' skill upon ns; at^d,- in spite of all 
-Satan's qraft, malice^ ajid; cunn^ing»» we remaiti 
jnst where Wp were, at the foot of Christ, suing 
for niierGy* And I do believe thj^t it is one part 
of the devirs punishpient to be suffered to w^eak 
T^is rage ~ on th^ vessel^ of merey ; for what can 
he a greater .torment than to labour to destroy 
those, his envious^ mind abhors, and yet to la- 
bour in vain ? How desperate do we see apos- 
tates, whose heaTt"G5d has turned to hate his 
people, and to de^l subtilely with his servants, 
when their rage is kindled, and they would wish 
to send ijs put of this world, and from all the 
glories of another ! I^y,rhQ:W desperate they 
are when they find they can do us no hurt !. How 
JBany Javelins did : S^iil throw at poor David ! 
'^ho w mjany bitter o^ths, ; threatenings, and $en- 
- terice4 did Saul breathe oi|t agaipst the son of 
^.Jei^se! Every time thecleyjl entered gaul this 
Wa« David's perilous case; anc} every- time that 
God checked the dpvil, aqd madehin) depart 
froH) Saul, Saul cried, "Return, niy sou David, 
thou art more righteous than I." Bui, whea 
mfHat are given np to the 4fyiV thpj? ^re npt tP 
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stroy either. She says but little* At breaks 
fast poor Mrs. B. who is very ill, and going 
off apace, as we were talking together about 
her former troubles, and her present hopes, 
seemed broke n-^hearted, and thankful to God for 
his mercy to her, while my lady seemed very 
much cut up, atid wept bitterly, and has been 
shut up in her room ever since : and as for me, 
I fetch all my hopes of her from her misery; 
and my faith tells me that her heart is not half 
so holy, so pure, and so good now, as it was 
when she first came among qs; and I hope to 
roll her in the ditch till her own clothes abhor 
her ; for none but lunatics and lepers are fit for 
our infirmary ; atid, indeed, it was built for no 
other at first. She had some time ago a singular 
dream, of God bringing her to judgment in this 

world ; and it appeared to me a very scriptural 
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account of the judgment and sliarj) trial of a 
poor convinced sinner : for I know that God 
fills Zion with judgment and righteousness; 
judgment first, and righteousness afterwards; 
and it is by the spirit of judgment and by the 
spirit of burning that our guilt and filth are 
purged from us : and the devil is busy enough 
in his constant attendance on this court, to see 
how the matter will go, in hopes that we shall 
either hate the light, flee from the truth, despair 
of his mercy, or fly in the face of the Almighty. 
But) but, but^^we have an Advocate with th^ 



Fdther, aqd b«f hus ^pp^^ed the wrath of God, 
which was provoked at our sips ; and God will 
pot gratify the d€vir» rage in condemning u& 
poor debtors, and our ever-blessed Surety too: 
for our God hates the dsvil mate thaw we do;, 
he suffers him to labour bard at.u$, and to try 
}xis iiiferniEtV skill upon us; afiid,> in spite of all 
Satan's^ craft, malice^ apd; ounn^ing, we remain 
just where wp w6re, ^t the ioOt of Christ, suing 
for iperey. - And I do believe ths^t it is one part 
of the devirs punishpient to be suffered to wteak 
liis rage- on the^^ vessel? of meroy ; for what eau 
be a greater torment than to labour to destroy 
those, his envious^ mind abhors, and yet to la- 
bour in vain? How desperate do we see apos- 
tates, whose hearrObd has turned to hate his 
people, and to deal subtilely with his servants, 
when their rage is kindled, and they would wish 
to send ys out of this world, and from all the 
glories qf another ! I ^y,.. hO:W desperate they 
are when they find they can do us no hurt !. How 
jnany javelins did; S^iil throw at poor David! 
\bow many bitter o^ths, threatenings, and sen- 
ten ce4 did Saul breathe out against the son of 
^JeSse! Every tiine the deyjl entered 3aul this 
was David's perilous case ; and every- time that 
God checked the dpvil, and made bin) depart 
ftom Sau}, Saul cried, "Return, niy sou David, 
thou art more righteous than I." But, when 
WSn are given np to the dfvil, thpy ^re npt to 
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be believed though tjiey «peak faifi ;feit l^t^rCh 

are sev^i abominations in their heart, j^cauef^ 

like Mary, seven devils have entered into thenaj 

and these go in and put pf their. qwn.ha.bitatiop; 

but still it is under the strong and rqling h^n4' 

of God, or else wo be to ua, 

I am at pre^sent rather low and meek, and 

have been kindly indulged in prayer both last 

night and this morning; for which kind in- 

dulgence I thank my God 2 nor have I neglected 

to pray for the poor dears in London. These 

lines, as well as my prayers, are intended for 

thee. 

Ever yours, 

S. S. 



XXXIV- 

13 May^ 1805. 
U7 POOR OLD DEARS 

_ I 

XiiTTLs. think what a glee and heavenly sen- 
sation rolled over my mind when I gave niy 
last look at them, getting into the coach> at the 
thoughts of going shortly to our eternal hooic^ 
and safe abode; where I douht^ not but we 
shall all meet, in a more comfortable* more last- 
ing, and more uninterrupted frsune and st^te 
than ever we have enjoyed in this life. I looked 
back upon you with pleas^ure, apd wHbiUnsp^kj 



&lt delight ; something of heaven spriirgiDg up 
in my heart, seeming to say, "Ere long you will 
all be gone, and talk over again the things 
iHrhich are so imperfectly known in this vain 
world." I cannot describe what I felt ; but 
something yet to come shall make it manifest. 

Ever yours, 

W.H. S.S. 



XXXV. 

Angust^ 1809. 
BELOVED, 

I AM now within twelve miles of Castle How- 
ard, the seat of Lord Carlisle, and shall pass it 
on Monday next in my way home. My success 
seems to be exceedingly great, and I have no 
doubt but God s^nt me here. I am now at 
Helmsley Blackmoor, in^the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, and twenty-four miles beyond the city 
of that name. I find many here poor and needy 
in soul, and these are blessed indeed. One poor 
old farmer has followed me more than two hun« 
dred miles; last night lie dropped his chains, and 
this morning he came to visit ipe, with the rays 
of the sun on his face, and the wings of a dove 
on his back : and no less than three more, who 
have heard the jubile, and felt their release. 
I have no call to tell you that the ey^ of these 
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sieeing me, bless me ; and thisir ears hearing me, 
give witness to me. 

I have invitations from all quarters, and 
might soon become a bishop at large, and might 
travel with four horses, for they are all subscrib- 
ing to bear my charges. I preached first at 
Grantham on Friday night, and ^Vas almost 
melted; on Sunday twice, and on Monday even- 
ing at Newark; on Tuesday evening at Red- 
ford : on Wednesday I went to Sherborn, where, 
finding but one professing man, the man who 
invited me, and beihg informed that the little 
town was stuffed with empty critics and hypo- 
crites, I fell into a bad humour; and, finding 
there were none that were poor and needy, or 
that wished to hear me, I sent six miles for a 
post-chaise, and reached Elvington, six miles 
below York, that night I then sent the poor 
old farmer before to Helmsley, to inform them 
that I would preach to them on Thursday and 
on Friday evenings : he reached Helmsley about 
ten o'clock in the forenoon, and I arrived about 
four hours after, and preached to not less than 
9ix* hundred, as it was conjectured; and last 
iiigbt to a full house; twice more to morrow'; 
and then on Monday I set off to preach at New- 
ark on Tuesday evening ; Wednesday and Thurs- 
day nights at Grantham ; on Friday I steer 
my course to Ely, Downham, and Litttcpot't^^ 
and then for Cricklewood, if God permit. I am 
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at a farin*bou9e> on a. pleasaot and, beautiful 
hill: my host has been Jo irons himself, so we 
agree well; but. I have a mile to walk every 
xiigbt after I havjCL done^ and the way almost all 
up hill} this tire3 me beyond measure ; but the^ 
cjoss musft attend us. Kind love to Peg and 
Jamesi $q concludes :the servant of servants, 

,..v; : :::■■:: .'^^i-. ■ W.H. S.S- 
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May5,lQ06. 



Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

JL AM po^ with friend L, apd the Welsh Am- 
bassador is with me. . I |H-eached at Otford 
qa: Monday ju>d T^e&^ay ;a^;Cranbrook' Thurs- 
day and Friday; and }d\\ Jenkins caipe to me 
la&t night, hejlng^ Fi;id9y evepipg. I have beei^ 
well attended^ .t^e first; , two, days the wea- 
ther was cold and. very unfavourable, but now 
it is warm, showery, .apd blessed -growing wea- 
ther. J have founds the people at Cranbrook 
cold and rather dead. Nor have I been very 
lively myself, having been but little alone. The 
life and soul of real religion. Ues in being alone^ 
with God, and in seeking his blessed face by 
humble prayer; the little cabin, and my own 
b^d chamber at Cricklewood, are %he two fa-^ 



vourite and consecrated spots fdt^dris llusities&: 
Seek his face, my dear ftieirfs, and let no re- 
proofs, no rebukes, no diastheojents, no crc^Sey^, 
Ho discouragements, damp yotlr^sptrits ^t tJiis-? 
remember, the rod of Gtid is n6t' upon the 
wicked^ it is those whom God l6v^ that- he 
chastens ; chastisements^ are tb^^ lot of i^ons, ttot 
of servantts. God bles.s you ! I do not, I cannot 
forget you in my poor prayers. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesus, 

The Doctoe. 




May 27, 1806. 

The Heir at Law to bis aged and benigti Parents 
sendeth greetings with perfect peace^ ^nd atjiach 
a time. > , - 

I WAS glad t6 hear by Lady S. that poor James 
is better. Life and death are now in the hand 
lOf our Lord. He has conquered both death ^hd 
the gfave, and we are in unidh with tlfe rekur- 
rection and the life. His rightebasneBs is our 
breastplate; through which the' cJevil^ii^ cfafts 
cannot penetrate; throu^gh which iflie'c^rse' of 
the law cannot enter: and against Vvhich'^e^iti*s 
attacks can make no impressibh!' THfe souFis 
alive for evennore ; hope is its atii6hbr, aiid'(j6d 
its shield; truth is its girdle, and p^ate its am- 
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munition shoes; the Spirit is its possessor, and 
Christ its owner; and he will never lose his 
right; nor give up his charge. '* He that believes 
jhall never die ; on such the second death hath 
no power." The body, the clog, the burden, the 
body of death, the weakest part, shall go to the 
wall ; and this is alt the devil can boast of with 
respect to the saints. These shall be raised 
again, and then the devil, the king of darkness 
and of pride, the famous god of this world, 
shall be judged by. the saints, and we shall ac- 
cuse and condemn him that has so often accused 
and condemned us; and shall take them cap- 
tive whose captives we were, and rule over our 
oppressors. Then shall the poor despised flocks 
of Christ ht terrible: as an armv with banners. 
All tfaesfe things we have in hope, and hope is 
atediast; and what we have, got in hope, we 
shall soon have in hand; for ^^ faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seeui" Every heavenly smile,, every 
enlargement, every indulgence, every comfort, 
every promise, every deliverance, all succour, 
and all support, are so mapy pledges, earnests, 
foretastes, and. Brst-iruits of the future and 
blessed inheritance; amtour Lord will give us a 
few tastes of these, jusl to let us know that our 
Redeemer livetb, and that we are not forgotten 
of him. But the new and good wine must be 
^kept till the last, when we sliall drink so as to 
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forget Our poverty, and remember our misery 

no more for ever. Farewell; grace^ mercy, and 

peace be with you ! $o prays 

The Doctor. 



xxxviir^ '- 

Grantham, 1806. 
Grace and Peace be with my poor dear Friends. 

1 WAS sorry to hear my poor dear friend had 
got his old disorder returned upon hiitf. But 
we must come to our appointed end some way 
©r other. God has not hurled you, as Job speaks, 
out of your place like a storm, nor like a tem- 
pest stolen you away in the night. " The wicked 
is driven away in his wickedness,'* as you have 
often seen it all round your neighbourhood. 
You arcs gently gathered, not hastily plucked; 
God takes down your tabemaclewa pin at a time, 
and loosens the cords as you are able to bear it. 
God comes not to you, my dear friend, like a 
thief in the night ; but knocks at the door time 
after time, and gives his kind^ mild, and gentle 
warnings; but no killing rebukes, no terrible 
alarms, no threatening judgments; this I have 
long observed, yea, and I have admired his kind- 
ness in it: And, should you meet with some 
bands in your death, wonder not at it; the scrip- 
tures say, the wicketl have them not God 
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sometimes exercises his children before he takei 
them ; it is their last furnace, their last purging 
draught, and sweet refreshings from above arc 
sure to follow ; his favour comes like a cloud 
of the latter rain ; and O, what must the change 
be, to go from a body of death to a fulness of 
life — from a bed of sickness to eternal health! 
God makes us willing in the day of his poM^er ; 
not only willing at first conversion, but willing 
to follow him, to bear the cross, and to execute 
:\vbat he commands, while he works in lis to do 
^hat he requires. . This long painful illness 
will make my dear friend willing to leave this 
life, and this world, it being labour and sor« 
row, vanity and vexation; hence the wise man 
observes, " It is better to go, to the house of 
mourning than to the house-of feasting; sor- 
row is better than laughter, and the day of death 
better than the day of one's birth." -The elect 
are born to trouble; and they die to trouble, and 
to all sorrow for ever, for sorrow and sighing 
are to flee away. My kind love to all friends. 

W. H, S. S. 
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seeing me, bless me; and thfeir ears hearing me, 
give witness to me. 

I have invitations from all quarters, and 
might soon become a bishop at large, and might 
travel with four horses, for they are all subscrib- 
ing to bear my charges. I preached first at 
Grantham on Friday nighty and Was almost 
melted; on Sunday twice, and on Monday even- 
ing at Ne'wark ; on Tuesday evening at Red- 
ford : on Wednesday I went to Sherborn, where, 
finding but one professing man, the man who 
invited me, and beihg informed that the little 
town was stuffed with empty critics and hypo- 
crites, I fell into a bad humour; and, finding 
there were none that were poor and needy, or 
that wished to hear me, I sent six miles for a 
post-chaise, and reached Elvington, six miles 
below York, that night. I then sent the poor 
old farmer befofe to Helmsley, to inform them 
that I would preach to them on Thursday and 
on Friday evenings : he reached Helmsley about 
ten o'clock in the forenoon, and I arrived about 
four hours after, and preached to not less than 
fix* hundred, as it was conjectured; and last 
nigbt to a full house; twice more to morrow'; 
and then on Monday I set off to preach at New- 
ark on Tuesday ewning ; Wednesday and Thurs- 
day nights at Grantham ; on Friday I steer 
my course to Ely, Downham, and LittlepoH^ 
and thea for Crickle wood, if God permit. I am 
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with the rebels against the King, and his forces, 
as aforesaid; it is decreed, ordained, and im- 
mutably fixed, by an eternal mandate, that such 
shall wear a crown in token of royalty, loyalty, 
and victory; and that they shall have a branch 
of palm in their hands, a token of eternal 
triumph, and shall shout among all the King's 
worthies, " Salvation to him that sits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ?ver and ever." 
Long live the King, long live the King ! 

W. H. S. S. 
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1807. ' 

Dearly beloved in the Lord^ 

I WAS, and still am, grieved to see you so ill as 
you are, attending to that shop; you really 
hasten your own end, and deprive yourself of a 
little wholesome air, which in your state is so 
much needed. I have now a comfortable bed 
and a good room, entirely at your service; and 
there is no want of any thing, nor any creature, 
in the way to make you uneasy : all love you, 
and you know it. It is my earnest desire, and 
lady S's. that you would write to N. and let him 
come and weigh, and take back your goods; as 
you will want nothing here but your wearing 
apparel. Here is drawer upon drawer for all 
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your clotbes. Wb have a cart at your com- 
mand to bring any thing away; and a coach 
•at your service, for you and Peg;, and plenty. of 
money. 

I have no doubt, but the ^adversary is busy 
enough with carnal reason^ but strength shall 
he equal to thy day; for God. is not unrighte- 
'oiiS) to forget your work and labour of love 
which you have shewn to his name, in that 
you'have ministered to his saints and do minis- 
:ter, Heb. vi.-lO. " Whosoever receiveth whom- 
soever I send receiveth me, and him that sent 
me." And he that receiveth a prophet, a righte- 
ous, man, or a believer in Christ, he shall re- 
ceive a prophet's reward, and a righteous man's 
reward. This comes from the God of truth, 
the lips of truth, the Lord Jesus Christ himself. 
And let no man or devil beguile you of this 
reward, for you have received me into your faith, 
heart, conscience, and affections ; and I know 
that Christ sent, me, and you believe this, and 
received me as such, and therefore did re- 
ceive him also. Moreover ** He that loyeth 
another hath fulfilled the law: and he that 
loveth his brother abideth in the light, and 
there is none occasion of stumbling in him, for 
we know that we are passed from death to life 
because we love the brethren ;" and " by this,'* 
says the Son of God, " shall all men know y« 
are my disciples if ye have love one to anpther.*' 



I know that you love me, and God knows I love 
you. It 18 true we are poor, worthless, sinful 
wretches, and have cause daily to loathe our- 
selves on the account of the evils that are in 
us ; but no self loathing is to rob us or deprive 
«s of the comforts of faith, nor of the jOomfiMrts 
of hope in a Saviour, for he came to save sin- 
ners, yea the chief of sinners^ nor will he take 
notice^of any other. He leaves the self-righteous 
to swell, to boast, and to banter, till pride be- 
comes their ruin ; ^* I came not tx> call the 
righteous," 

And now, my dear James, as God has pre- 
pared a way for you, and provided a room for 
your reception ; a plaid gown, night caps, three 
great arm chairs, and a dfitiful and. an aiFec<> 
tioBate son to receive you ; and a coach at your 

" * ' * - - - -^ ^ "! ^ 

service to go to chwel ;.do .pome^ and bring the 
second with you: it^ is niy; v^ish. God bless 
you! my love to the second/ ' " L 
Ever yours in Ghi;iH Jesus the Xord! 
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' ' Sept. 30, 180S. 
©EAR SIR, 

' ' ' * ■ * > . 

G^itice and peace he with thee^ through our LorA 

Jesus Christ. . . 

I: ■■•'-''•■■.■•. •- 
MCEiv^D.the sermon, or whateirer it is ; but, 

as I have no opinion of the workman, I have 

no heart to his work; jierusing such cannot be 

called redeeming the time. We must cease to 

hear the instruction that causeth us to err from 

tlie ways of understanding, and depart from the 

man in whom we perceive not the w^brds of 

wisdotn. I have had my fill of the barren 

deserts of Sinai, of the hiisk^ of human wis- 

dom, and of the superficial kbours of all the 

ministers of the letter; ^tid of these I can say 

that my soul loathes themi. 

The weapons of our Warfare are not carnal; 

and real ammunition is hard to be '^got,. aiid top 

precious to be thrown at a mark that is not 

worth a charge. He is on? of my Lady's men, 

and they must differ from those of my Lord's. 

But let us delight our souls in our own God, 

and make up our happiness in him, and then we 

•hall take our house and home, our goods and 

chattels, our gold and silver, our richea and 

honours, pleasures and profitj^, ornamepts and 

12 
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jewds, : abonl jiriih viak;^^nA leave nothing he^ 
bind Jbut that which Jsi not :avofth ^takihg^ and 
that which wiU notpaiss cLOTent in the Iieavenly 
countryv : . I have .hjng :jset iwy : h^irt and- soul 
t^pon- this, and liijopc: nothing; wBludiwsrt my 
miqd fromiw .IlHsosk y»u^{fiicail favoorsy^and 
Virishyoamay:reaplRnfnttfoUyof:that fhiitwhieh 
fs the eamest>of the great ^kr^rest^.TcniaiQing^ 
in the best x)£ i>ond9^ yours: to serve, 

- W.H. S.S. 
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XLir. " 

MY nZAR FRIEND^ 

-.'■. ' ■' f*'", • '•■5'' '■» 1 ,-.- • ' ■---(- ^ -''C- -^ 



July 3, .1808. 



Your good tidings came to hand, likevth^ 
dove to tlie ark, with the olive leaf in her beak, 
tne emblem of oil and of peace. Evil report 
and good report, as_aj^eiver_ and yet true, as 
unknown and yet well known, still abide with 
me. ' But my back g6t^l>^ader, and my shoul- 
ders, more, it^ured to4he burden and the yoke 
than in the days of old. All the time; tl^jt Zion 
travails and brings forth, the barrel of meal, 
"thrteWisc! of 6ir,^%e 'siSWngiiig %elH and -the 
breistt of cdnsotetJorf;^ shall not fadh- (fed has 
ittade tde ^ father,' -aii^tl dbes-hoH^r-me more 
ind Wi-fc^tlt^thi^ ^orfcHf begetting^; and I 
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know thattfait branclx of the work i^ddot go 
without the broad ^eal of heaven clothe the 
word* ' To this power unbelief yields/ the heart 
opens, the secret of life enters, and the image^ 

« 

of the second Adam i^ reinstainped* This, my 
friend, is/the beauty of the Lotd oar God upioiii' 
us ; and this is the per&c^oa of heaojty in^Zion/ 
Ql^tof which God jshHieS) and Ino other. '.Thi» 
is tbjB. standard) aiid^this is the perfect man in 
Christ's $t£^tnre. And it is true that the oiience 
of the cross follows this image as the shadow 
follows the sun. If tih^u sharest in the benefits, 
thou shalt share in, the reproach and scandal of 
the cross as well as I. , But God is on our side, 
and so are the consciences both of saints and of 

smners*. r;,v'i!,i.i oa.:!'.! ^^' >■■•'' - 

Farewell ! petice and truth be with thee. So 
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Thk Coalhsavbk. 
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p£AR SIR, 


Grantham, Nov. 14> ISO?. 



Nothing but continuf).! company of country 
friends prevented me from answering your yery 
kind and affectionate letter. J3eing long en- 
gaged to visit this part of thecountry^v^/^^ 
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A<y\^ jt£ Grantham in Lincolnshire; and atn t4 
go from hinfcc n6xt week to Leicester, if God 
pei'mit. At my retiitn I dhall be glad to sed 
you, either at the" vestry at Providence on i 
Mondiay forenoon, of at liiy house on a Thurs- 
day, ^^hicK i^er is most coiivenilfn't to you. I 
have no cfdubt but the inaflice and riepfoach 
iJi^hich has fiilleh to ray lot has found you ou^- 
ind will^ reach all who Beibifie compaiiioris^ of 
€hem that are so used. But' even this is a jewel 
^nd a crown,' when cornpared fo the doom of i 
ihinister of the letter, an impostor, or tliat of i 
liypocrite in 'Tjf&it. The offence of the cros* 
has not cibased ; it strll follows th6 applieitii^i 
hf the atonenteht, the s*ntene!6 -of ju^tifieatlofi 
in the conscience, and the inhabitation of thft 
HolyGhoit: where these are riot, the ^tfong 
man keeps possession and sustains no loss;- and 
of course he will raise no tumults. But a two- 
fold savour attends the gospel,^' that of death 
unto death, and of life uato life. TPhey must 
fill up their measurCj^ and patience must have 
its perfect work in tis "Adieu! Grace and 

peace: be with thee J S9 prays 

» 

W. HuNTlkt^TON. 
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xuv. 

Church Street, Paddlngtort, 179;^. 
DEAR SISTER, 

X HY kind and affectionate epistle can>e safe to^ 
hand^ aiid I thank theje. for it. Jesus, my sister^ 
*•* revived g^fts for men ; yea, for the rebellious 
kIso^ that the Lord God might dwell among 
them/' The word of reconciliation can never 
^ applicable but to enemies, and it is only 
conscious rebels that want a pardon. They 
who have never at any time transgressed God's 
ooQimftndi^ents have no need of a Mediator. U 
is true, ve ace all at a great distance from Godi 
but the blood , of Christ cleanses from all sin,. 
and makes us nigh, to him, who were afar off by 
^Krlcked works. It is the Lord's frown of dis- 
pleaaure th^t m^kes iis go mourning in heavi* 
iie^s; .b^tj '^ his. anger endureth but a moment, 
and in.bif^ favour is. Uff?j weeping may endure 
for a ntght,,but joy cometh in the morning." 
Gome, Nanny, be of good cheer, old girl, we 
shall never seek his blessed face in vain. He may 
irown, appear shy, and at a distance; he may re* 
buke, ref>rQve, chastise, chide, and contend, and 
yet hate an everlasting love to us in his heart. 
So he formerly appeared and discovered himself 
iti me — so formidable, so dreadful, and in such 
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terrible m^esty;, that I concluded notbiug but 
death must follow; but " by these things meu 
live, and in all these things is the life of our 
spirit; so will he revive us and cause us to live/' 
Certainly, Nanny, he. will never take us in hand 
for nothing; he will, uQt. sear eh our hearts, and 
try our reins, and \r9uiKl pur souls, and humble 
our proud hfarte, and giyie us an appetite for the 
bread of life ^nd nglitepu^ne^s, and then suffer 
us .to perish for the want of these things. . • This 
is not his usual way. of djeaHng with poor sin* 
ners. Christ was anointed and sent,\ not tQ»^ 
break the bruised- reed^. nor to quench the 
smoking flax; not to. destroy :the brokenheart*. 
ed, nor to load with additional pains, them that 

are bruised; but thejeyersctof all this, :and that 
my soul knoweth right weH^ D/v ,.:. 

I am. at present ii^e^ng af^ace, and long 
once more to seehk ^Ex^^lteucy, .and my dear 
brothers and sisters at I^f we^ j^ ^l of twbom my 
soul loves ; , and ior . wl^ofu, iandiwhose welfare, 
many earnest crif^j>- tQ%xs, i endiipcayert, hive 
been put up by. tl\e^poof ^espicaWe-Coalheaver. ^ 
I ani much hetter of my eoi^ 

am very nerYou^^ weak;: and i^^\s.\ and the 
weather is dam Pj^. a^d uflfftVQurable to^ an old 
weather^bpaten labernactei tbe'COvef of which 
is old and -thread bare, and the lines and 'Cords 
strained,^ stretchedi .^n^^m^ni^h untwisted. But, 
when the main standard is unsettled, ;and all* 
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tiie cords give ^ay, when the canopy tumbles 
to the ground, he that inhabits it departs with- 
out interruption. The body is a temple of the 
Holy Ghost, and the purcliase of a dear Re^ 
deemer's blood; the trophy of his victory, 
M^hkh he has taken as a spoil from the jaws of 
Satan,' from the destruction of sin; and it must 
be restored from the king of terrors (death), 
when death shall be \s wallowed up of victory^' 
and the grave restore its spoils. " O death,* 
where is thy stirig? O grr^ve, where is. thy vie-* 
toty ? ** At which time the devils shall appear- 
in chains, and both death and sin shall prty for 
ever upon the first author of evil, and upon all. 
sucfe as. have.: fought and died itf alliance with: 
the prince of darkness, O Nanny, be of good 
cheer; those, who in thought, desires, heart, 
and affections, go to Christ under a deep sense, 
of their need, wiir never be cast out, nor lose 
any. thing, for he shall raise it all up at the last 
day. — When the sante powerful voice, that 
awakens and alarms our souls in time, shall 
alarm^ awaken and quicken our mortal bodies 
in the great day; then all that are in their graves 
shall bear his voice, and come forth. 

The Lord bless thee and keep thee! My 
love to the good man of the house ;-~and to alii' 
the venerable peeresses, who sat in judgrhent 
at B^ — ^, their culprit acknowledges their l^iiity' 
with gratitude. . W. H, S. S. '' 
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August 25, 1797. 

}n/ELLy sister M. asd hovr do jrou da? What 
dost thou think concerning ^' Jesus of Nazareth, 
a inan mighCy in deed and word before Ood 
and all the people/' who cloved poor sinners 
with a love stronger than death, and who ^* for 
bur sakes became poOr» that we through bia 
poverty^ migbtr be made rich." Dost thou see 
any form' or comeliness in faitn whereby be 
should be desired? Do thy througbts go out 
after him, atid hover like a swarm of bees over 
atid abou thim ? Is there atiy desires in thy soirf 
after him? Hast thou got aiiy wouncfs that 
want healing, any appetite that wants fillings 
any blindness that wants moving, any hardness 
that wants melting, any grief that wanits soothe 
iiig, any debts tfcat want dischserging, any filth 
that wants purging, any spots that want wash- 
ing, any knot6 thsit want untying, any bonds 
that Want loosing, any yokes that want breaks 
vng, any burdens that want bearing, any broken 
bones that want binding up, any fain tings that 
fequire strength, any weak hands' or ied^le 
knees; or, in short, art thou full of wants, and 
wantest all in all ? If so, give me thy hand^ and 
come up into the chariot, and see my zeal for 
God. I am servant to the great Physician. I 
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Sf\iM iriy rilasttr's patients, inquire after theit 
health, and lay their various cases before him, 
and carry out his medicines ; and am an eye, an 
tef, and a living witness of an innumerable 
number of famous and wondeitfur cures-^even 
the leprdsy, the scuTry, -- ^he: f^lague in the 
heart, and ' th€ plague in jjiehead. I attend 
oc^nception^, breedings, soul labour, -and soul 
IravaiK 1 have beefe at the birth- of the neviF 
tean, and at the death of the old-one, I havfe 
been a wet nurse and a dry nurse. _ I have at- 
tended miiScarrying wombs, and have^: seen unr 
timely fruit, like a snail that ha9:n^<rer seen 
light, I have made caudle for others when I 
have wanted it myself. I hal^e' given suck to 
strangers, and at times have envied them every 
dr6p~ that they swallowed down. I have been 
^erftiitted to carry leaves from the tree'of lift^ 
and have gathered fruit from the same, every 
month^ week, day, and hour, and sometimes all 
day long. I hive at times been permitted to 
carry my tnastir's robe from place to place 
&mong the sick; and &s tnany aihave touched 
it have been inade perfectly whole. And now, 
as 1 have shewn yeu my country and my occu- 
patioti^ from whence I came, what people I am 
of, and of niy present calling, is there any thing 
Wanting in.olir way ? What sayest thou of thy- 
self? Consider these things ; weigh them well, 
and seek relief while it may be had, if thou art 
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seni ible of tby needs. And learo for the futuro 
to shew, a. little more leuity, becomiiig thy high 
station. Seventy seidom succeeds ; nor does it 
spread the fame, ox: add to the hpnpur, of the 
higher powers. t ; 

Sister M. farewell j be of good cheer, bexrf 
good comfort; seek 'the best treasure,^ the best 
way, and the best of ends; ^while I remaio^ 
with all due respect aiid ^abrois^on, your 
Highncss's most obedient and devbted servant 
for his sake, - '- 
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^loVed, the joy' of my hearty amdrthe croWii of my 
rejoicing ; graeeand peads be ^ith tfeee. 

I AM sent to thee \Y:Mh good, tidings, .liJ^ilig 
received letters and authority fi^in the high 
priest of our profession, that art" act:v4>f gra<59 
hath passed in the.high court of heav^in be- 
half of poor debtorSj and. that a. gaol ^delivery is 
now really publishing;, and th^.-wandei/ul prpr 
ceedings of the most. bene volentliing of king^ 
in this business is .as follows., A heri^ld goe| 
first and sounds a trumpet, and;iB|tkes an.ofar 
tioUi in which he summonses all debtors toapr 
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pear before their ^^at credifcw- ^ : Ttese;. wrtoi 
take the alarm, and obey the suinm0n8» are.or-^ 
dered to examme their bills ande books. : The 
ftneient records by .Mos^ are aeareiied:; the 
book of our great creditor's, reo) em brjauceja 
d^^nedyvandtlie whole contents of /it are. set 
before theydebtor's -eyes, ranged in order, and 
the 9iU9) cast up at the bottomland next, all 
t^e bills tjbath^v^ b^n filed against the debtor 
in the.CGkirt of equity within, are^ brought to 
light and searched up; and, upon a very mode- 
rate compotation, the score in the general 
amounts to about ten thousand talents. Upon 
the sight and seni^ of this they are immediately 
apprehended and tak^u^i^p^ and forthwith con- 
fined in a close prison; when the key of ob- 
duracy and the bolt of infidelity are turned and 
boHedjUipou them, and wq light allowed, them 
but only ^ ^ple in the door, through which they 
may look^ and before which their debt books 
ar& placed:^ this' is all the light they biave, ^nd 
these ai^e tlie <lnly things which they- are alloW- 
^ to sec. To work they go with all theilr 
might, ^ and think to discharge the debt, atid 
clew themselves by beating of hemp. - ^'Thi'i 
tljeir way is their folly." HoweV€l^/•tlie3^ g6 
Oil, cr^iYig out,> ^' Have patience #itli' me^ ']^'d 
I'Will pay thee all.'- But whfen Saturday iiligltt 
cofi^estbeypeep; through the hole, and^fittd^ hd 
l«iis thaft^fiv* hundred peticte added' ttt the'oM 
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score. In order to rectify thb matter, and ta 
remedy this disease^ they resolve on the next 
Monday to make eight days a week» by work^ 
ing over hours, and to stick a. little closer to the 
block : but before two days roll over theif 
heads they look again, and find fifty pen^ctt 
added to the old tally; and tlie little tbey bad 
done was done so badly, that the whole of it 
was returned upon their hands again, and they 
were ordered to be loaded with irons, to receive 
five hundred lashes, ajood then to be sold, and all 
that they had, and paymen^t to be made. This 
Siunk them all into self despair, and extorted 
this bitter cry from them, "Pardon mine 
iniquity, for it is great*" .Upon the back of 
this came a herald in the king's name,, and with 
the king's proclamation, . saying, " Having 
nothing to pay, I frankly forgive theoi all.*" 
And out they came, as white as the snow in 
Salmon. Thus real poverty, beggary, and ab- 
solute insolvency, recommend us to. the J^fi^jB 
clemency, and to all the benefi^ts of. the afpre* 
said act . Hence it appears th^at ^yesolving, 
promising payment, l^abouringr^^d toiling ift 
hopes of counterbal^iicing^ or ^r^bb>i)g. pfF^ are 
breath and labour spent i|K vaij^ ^ BQd t})at.of ^l 
the trades which are ^Qllpji^ed in this w^ bfig* 
ging is the b^est; foir- so it , is ^written,- " Hf 
taketh the poor ou t <3(f th^ :dust, .and Ufte th up 
tiie beggar from $he du^igbUl, to A^t^bMpw^mong 
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princes^ even the princes of the people, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory ; for the 
pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and he hath 
set the world upon thein,*' In this business^ 
knocking, calling, crying; craving, and implor- 
ing, are sure to carry the point sooner or later, 
if it be wellfoilbw'ed. 

Sister ihumpef/ adieu ! Good success at the 
iH'ass knocker ; thii^ is the desire and prayer of 
him who cannot dig, but is not ashamed to beg^ 
and who is in such indigent circumstances as 
tither to beg or starve; 

W,H- S.S. 
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Nov. 22, 1800. 



DIAR FRISND> 



AxffkoUdiitI have no room nor ground to think 
that you were auy ftiencl to me on a former oc- 
wstibii, wheii^a friend m court was much want<« 
ed ; y^t, to convin^ce you that I am inclined to 
0fjexcom6 evil with good, I am come to inquire 
after your welfare. You have, if report be 
tru^, Ixeenlong sending out, crying out, lying** 
ill, travaiiing, or in lingering labour ; and Jt 
wifib to know whut you have brought forth, or 
if Acre 1* jmy hopes of a new creature ? 1$ 



128 

Moses dead r Arc you divorced from him bj 
the rules of his own law, who for the hardiness 
of our hearts wrote us th^t. precept ? If so, has 
our next kinsman mar ried . the. widow, in prder 
to raise up the name of. the dead upon th.e in* 
heritaoce.^ Or are you still a woman forsaken 
and grieved in spirit, and a wife, of youth, when 
thou wast refused, saith thy. God? In such cir- 
cumstances God calls us ; and, if this be thy 
case, I know of no just cause or impediment 
why the match should n<i>t go on. . All the time 
we are dying to Moses,, and not espouspd. to 
Jesus, the devil and conscience will reproach 
us, and set the sins of our youth before us, as 
an impediment in the way of a second match; 
but when the bridegroom comes we forget the 
shame of our youth, and remember the reproach 
of our widowhood no more; for our Maker is 
our husband, the Lord of hosts is his name, the 
God of the whole earth shall he be called ; and 
therefore we must be joint heirs with him in 
all these things. But may I say to the everlast- 
ing Father, What begettest thou? or to the 
woman. What hast thou brought forth?'; But 
surely, if we are dead to the law, that,. ive may 
be married to another^ even to him that is yaistd 
from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God, I may inquire after the new ^ ttian, 
after fruit,- as among other gentiles. God is 
the Father of lights. Docs, the eye of the new 
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■creature appear? " Unto God the Ldrd beloiig 
-the issues from death**'. Arc you quickened? 
Is there any life and motion, any contest and 
itruggle between Esau and Jacob? God is the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort. 
Is there any sating, supporting, encouraging, 
or delivering mercy ? He begets us to a lirefly 
hope. Is there any looking out or looking up • 
any hopes or expectations? That which is bora 
of God overcomes the world, and that which 
does it is our faith. Is your heart lifted above 
this world? Is there any heavenly-mindedness^ 
^life, peace, faith, or aflfectiofis> desires, or long- 
ings above, where our . treasure is ?. These arc 
the fruits and effects of a second match; these 
are the members and feature$ of the new man, 
«and the soul of him is love. 

Thus h^ve I shewn you the divorce, the 
Second husband, the union, the conception, the 
quickening, the bringing forth^ and the real le- 
gitimate offspring, which bears . the image and 
likeness of the second Adam. And shall expect 
to know by a line in what stage of this gradual 
|»rocess you are. And, jf all these things are 
found in you, you willciit a better figure in the 
green bed (Song i. \€y than you did in the 
court of judicature. 

Tender my kind respects to your spouse and 
mother; and believe me td be a parson in pub- 
lishing banns; an apothecary in carrying medi* 
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cine ; and an under man-midwife, in ddivertng 
many by the pi:eaching of love; and I am will- 
ing to attend your groaning. 

W. H. S. S. 



XLVIII. 

Beloved of God! . 

'Your savoury, simple, and honest epistles 

came safe; but I am a man in much business; 

and therefore have been silent to thee, though 

thou hast not been so to me. I bl^ss my God, 

the dear Redeermer of niy soul is still with me, 

and hath caused much of his goodness to pass 

before me; and my faith hath had work enough 

to follow ajfter, and to wonder at his goodness 

to the children pf men. The life of faith is a 

mysterious faith : by faith in Christ's obe* 

dience we are made just ; by faith in his blood 

we come out of the pit wherein is no water; 

by faith in his arm we are made «trong; by 

faith in his love we are made free;, by faith in 

his fulness we are supplied; and by faith in his 

victory we overcome the world. The business of 

faith is to go to market, to go on messages, and 

to fetch necessaries. Wine and milk must be 

bought witliout money and withoutprice ; but, if 

we ttiix not faith with the word, we get neither. 
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Every message sent to heaven must be carried 
by faith; " whatever yoii ask believing ye shall 
i?eceive." Strength, comfort, peace and joy, 
rtiust all be brought in by faith. Faith is an ex- 
cellent beggar, and all that she gets she gives to 
the soul. " I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.** All 
medicines are brought in and brought home by 
the same hand ; '* Believest thou that I am able 
to do this ? Yea, Lord. Then according to your 
faith be it unto you/* Go in peace, and be whole 
of thy plague. The business of fai^h is to be 
before us, and before hand with every thing: 
ft is the substance of tliipgs hoped for; and the 
evidence of things h6t seen. It is by faith we 
walk and not by sight; what we do not believe 
to be true we dare hot feqeive ; What we be- 
fieve to be wrong we dare hot do ; and In the ways 
that we are sure are perverse, there we dare not 
go. If unbelief and carnal feaisbn be consulted 
before faith, we halt and hobble ; and as soon 
as faith works we go all that ground over j^gaiu. 
If sin or guilt be committed, or contracted, 
there is a stand, a stpp^, a let in our pilgrimage, 
till faith deals with ttie atonement; then we 
" make straight paths for our feet, lest that which 
is lame be turned out of the way; let it rather 
be healed/' If we get shut up in legal bondage 
there is no coming forth, nor going on again, 
fill faith' works by love; no gratitude to God, 

kS 
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till we believe this, and that every trial »faall 
work together for good. FaitK'd bosinesd is to 
see things that are invisible, and realize them ; 
to obtain and apply promises;: to embrace Christt 
a»d;to call in love to achnifB and adore the ob* 
ject embraced, - Faith sweeps the housej purfe? 
fies the heart, and gives Christ a r^sidenc? ain* 
a throne there ; :5f that JGhri&t inky dtwell in your 
hearts^ by faith." Faith fixes her eyes on the 
King in his beauty, and on that land which is 
very far off; and"tettr ti^'that we shall in due 
time arrive there. " He that belie veth shall be 
saved." Faith is as busy in the heart as a bee in 
the hive, and is very fond of flying about when 
the Sun of righteousness arises and shines. Thf 
promises are the comb, and the sweetnessi in 
them the grace, blessings, and coitifortis^ pro- 
mised therein: and faith squeezes them iiitdthe 

* * • ' 

soul, which makes the little book sweeter than 
honey. The promises are the breasts, and faith 
milk^ first oiie^ and then runs and fetches ^^a»o4 
ther,LHnd squeezes that out; this is milking 
Zinn's breasts of consolation/ till We are de^ 
lighted with the abundance of her glory. Thu» 
thcinew-born babe feeds upon, sind craves aftet^ 
tfac siiteere niitk of the word. Honey and tnifk 
shall every one^eat that is l^ft in the lan4* Affair 
the 'banqueting is a little over, faith extendls 
odr iviews, and makes us see afar off. She 
likewise feeds us with kriofwl^dgc and under* 
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standing; as the faith of God's elect, she feeds 
us? with election, predestination, and the secret 
purposes of God, bis covenants, counsels, his 
faithfulness^ trirth, and the iminutabiiity of Im 
perfections^ and so leads us to live upon strong 
meati to feed w'^imc^rc distant views, prospects, 
atad upon future ^lory. Fare thee well, peace 
and truth' 'be 'wi*hrthee ; sb pf ayS ; 
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'^ Feb. 28, 1800. 

I)carlj b^lbv^-SBtfT'inr GhriA;^^ mercy, and 

:: peace^l)^ with. tlte(^t6roiigftiheP knowledge of our 

"liord:aD4'SayiQ»r>^vho}haiifcIoved us, and given us 

^ .j€vwtesri»g{ ocM^ktkiii^ l^od hppft through' 

„ - gracf^.i^that v^^ ^hputd[-be toj ^hec^raise of his glory ; 

l?w».HaT Lta^know: hswimf bid frfend goes on 
tbis: J?e}di ii^l!l?mcii*osea$i3n;^i;whi^^ doth so 
s^vem^ ?t«^y ) ;tho$/ev !Whose tJay tabernacles are 
^Ae int^^yfeara*! [ iB^t-tMr«jwiIl:be an^ end to 
t|^#^ur-pilgri|n^pj(.apd iOLW€^)«pectation of a belK 
|er,eoURtry*(<^d ha|ih'?saiij):.sball not be cut 
egE^ aH0 vkpp^srtitb^/ miserable days of the iip-*; 
?^llt> ^nd • Tt^Jieif ; inheiritaiic^ ahall be |br *yer,> 
Ms?; sou) is sjc)^ of ibis ^ViE^rld, and sick of a body ■ 
9C: ^i%;aj»4:de#tb J) 1 feulvfa^tb^nain tains, her shold,' 



ISA 

{indiiope (fixpeciJi ^hat failih has in view; and 
patience mufit waft' till the virion speaks, till 
tht vaii rielbids; atid^-tbe boundless scene open$ 
to viewj tliect shall mortality, with all her 
grievous train and miserable attendants, be 
banished from the glorified soul. ^' Flei|h and 
Irlood cannot inheT^ fhe kingdom of God, neU 
ther can ecrriiptieb inherit incbiTuption." A 
spitituar, ' ajid a glorjttus, or a glorified, body is 
promised.' ^* He shall change our vile bodies, 
^nd fashion tftem 'like- unto- his glorious body. 
Thfen^;-^ll'-%e biidttglrt f^ pass the saying 
that is^ >^i(tfen//dt?itK% swallowed up in vic- 
tory/ dfeatli^ wherg: is thy stingr* God hath 
granletf us^lKftt^faitfr which- is -the substance 
ferPthi^^ 1:Hnj^ hdjfed for, and the evidence of 
things nbt'segn. - H«*hi^ given us tlie Comfort- 
tVJ whixih is? tB^'trat^n^st of the inheritance, and 
t>uT teeetnes^'^ for^t;^ He lilafth Ipijputed the 

Tigfttcousriess W his^ deV Sw which is 

our title to jt. ^^^Whorn God justifies, - them^ hfc 
also gloi-ifies.'* fibvv muSt the «6ul fefel itbelfj 
wheii unckfthed oF^ this cUthbersome- elog^l 
HoW^ liitist the prisottfef df hopie^feti whete ft 
quits these clay oralis; whcfn the 'H6iy Spirit, in 
posses^sifeii^of it, shall rifle 1>n the wings 6P ah 
angel,' il^d coAvey ni into the^ bosbm of tevet- 
Jastiilg \ove\ the ^ bosom wKerc 'AbVkhkiiri,- and 
all his spiritual seed; lie i T^'lien shall' the treeof 
life, the riVtrof ^pfeasaTc/'the^ th^ne of gte^^ 



the angelic minions, an4 tbe spirits of-just mea 
xiiade perfecti appear fis they really ar^^ and wg 
shallsee^face to face, and knpvr as we also ars 
kaown; janji be no more clogged with cor« 
ruptioHi no more interrupted in Quf devotions; 
our rest and peace sball be disturbed no mpre^ 
Nq more shall the swcjet countenance of o^r 
God be hjd, nor the smiles of the heavenly 
bridegroom be withdrawn from us any morcu 
But after all this soaring aloft, after all these 
imaginary flights, I am still in this body of sin 
and death : compassed about with mmy six^ 

• 

and infirmities, attended daily by a diligent 
devil; oft repining, fretting, and grieving a| 
the deplorable weather; at the unparalleled dis- 
tress of the poor ; at the sight of the artificial 
famine ; and at the intolerable insensibility and 
cruelty of the unbearable oppressors. But there 
is a judgment, aud *^ they shall h^ve judgment 
without mercy, who have shewed no mercy; 
and mercy rejoiceth against judgment." ** Op* 
pression m^keth.fi wise man mad. But we must 
leave them in the hand of that God. who hath 
j^idy. ^' The rCovetous, and him that lovethvio^ 
lence, bis soul hateth/' Our days, hcfwever, can be 
buti short, our gla3s is almost oqt; and blessed 
for ever be that God, who hath not put us pfP 
with a portion in this life; who hath not giyei|i 
us noeat for our lust, nor sent Id^ness into 
Qur souls. Tried we Qiust be; through evil and 
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good report vn:ramt gb. In the fumaiee of 
alSiiction he manifests his choice of us, and from 
all our dross and tin he wiQ purge us^ and make 
us more precious than the goMen wedge of 
Ophir; and, when this work is done, and our 
generation work likewise; when faith and pa^ 
tience are fully tried; when the appointed race 
8 run, and the^ appointed w^arfare completed, 
we shall return' with songs, and everlasting joy 
upon our heads. This shall fully satisfy and 
reward us for all our labour and toil in this 
miserable world. Betty, farewell! Be of good, 
cheer; for " he that shall come will come." Ill 
hope of this, I subscribe myself. 

Yours in Him, 

W. Huntington, 



L. 

My Dear Brother in Christ Jesus, 

X WISH grace, mercy apd peace to be with thee: 
Am glad to find that you are a friend, and that 
you. stick clQse to my brother Jenkins now^ 
while he is in the furnace of affliction, when* 
ino^t men statid aloof from the complain ts^ of 
God's elect, who sooner or later are brought to 
cry . day and night unto God. Jenkins is noMf 
in Jevovah's own school, which exceeds nOt 
only the college in Wales, but 4U the colleges in 
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the .natkm. God is speaking to him in the 
secret place of thunder ; and by and by he will 
speak to him by his Son. He is now going 
through the same lessons that the Lord taught 
me; and I know that God will bring him out 
in due time ; and, whenever that happy period 
arrives, I think you will have one of the 
brightest lights in the nation ; yea, a burning 
and a shining light. I advise you to stick close 
to him; to strengthen his hands, and to en- 
courage him, and tell him to go on, just as 
God leads him, without regarding the faces of 
men; that when God brings him out you may 
reap the benefits of it in your own soul ; for God 
says, " I will restore comforts to him, and to his 
mourners ;'* that is, God will comfort him, and 
all that stick to him, sympathize and condole 
with him, and bemoan him ;" thrjr shall all share 
in the comforts together, so well pleased is God 
with those who abide by hi^ childreu-when they 
are in afflictions: for the want of this, God 
rebuked Job's three friends; nor would he heal 
them without a sacrifice for their sin, and the in- 
terceding prayers of Job. Whenever God pro- 
claims liberty to him, you will be blessed with 
an able minister of the Spirit, and of the New 
Testament; one that is truly taught of God, 
and commissioned by him; and I trust your 
80ut,^and hundreds more, will share in the bene- 
fits of his happy deliverance^ by being partakers 
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of his grace* That this way be thy fatwe joy 
and happiness, is the prayer of, dear brother, 
yours in the Lord Jesua Cbri&t, 

*W. Huntington. 



LI. 

Feb. 9, 1795. 

Well, my dear brother, how dp you do? Is 
it well with thee? Is it well with tliy spouse? 
Is it well with thy father, and tliy father and 
mother-in-law? And is it well with the little 

. .i*.«. .4-< -^ • . t • . . .. ^ J . , . 

ones? And how dost thou come on in. the best 
things? How stands thine hcjart effected , to ..the 
sinner's only friend? H^^ s^3n(ls at :tl|e;cJcKir pf 
sinner's hearts, and knocks.: he stands behind 
the wall of partition, and ?»ljp)i^^bi?5self thiiowgh 
the lattice, and waits, to. be gracious, Apdr hj^ 
he got any foothold in th^j, ,^ai^d'^wlw.t apart- 
xnent has he taken up? ,pHe:is <nat>.in all the 
thoughts, of the, wjc^edf .^but^payid thought 
upon God, and yas ^9^Ugde ^; A^ does he 
comfe often into thy thought^? , Does .he pay his 
«arly morni^ng visits tbey^^^.^re thy , thqqghts 
brought into captiviity to itbe>ob.edienceof Christ 
and often confin^ by the^^weeteist lies to medi- 
tate upon wh;^t he i^, what lie has dope, what 
he is doings and 1 what he will do for us? '* Ja 
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the multitude of my^^ thoughts within me/' said 
the psalmist,, " thy comforts delight my soul/' 

If Christ hath there made aa entrance, he 
will go on from conquering to conquer; he 
will have the understanding next; he willopea 
it^ and shine into it, and then thou wilt ^' see 
the goodness of God in the land of the living," 
Thou wilt not only seje the promise at a dis-* 
taQce, but thou wilt ^ee him that is invisible to 
the natural man. The tru^ light that shin^^ 
and Opens the believer's understanding, is hii| 
ipverlasting light, his .God, and his glory : an4 
fhis is seeing that just OQe.; and viewing bin) 
0S the chiefest among ten thoussind, and th(|^ 
1^1 together lovely. The next thing that Christ 
attacks and conquers is the sinner's will ; thq; 
linderstandiqg looks at him whom we have 
pierced; itid then the will chooses h^m. Hence 
it is said, ** TJiey shall mourn and be hi bitter- 
ness for hiih**' Thus what the understanding 
discovers of his beauty and worth, the will 
^nakes >. choide of ; and thus Joshua, haying 

seen his beauty with the elders of Isniel, 

It 

makes his choice kt once, "Chuse you whom 
you will serve ; but, as for me and my houses 
we will serve the Lord.'* " Mary hath choseii 
thatgQod part that shall not be taken from her/' 
In this ^ way the rebeniouS son was concjuered i 
^'Soij, go work Vi diiy in my vineyard. But he 
wswered, J will not/' The Lord then looked 
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upon lilm, and opened bis: understanding to see 
him whom he had pierced, and then stirred up 
his bowels, ta mourn and be in' bitterness for 
bim; this bent his stubborh wtlV and he re* 
pented and went. Christ having thus brought 
our thoughts to meditate> upon him^ and pre* 
sented himself to our understanding as the only 
supreme good, and powerfully mcliQed the wMl 
to choose him as the pearl of great pf ice, for 
awhile stands at a distance*. While the heart js 
opened to receive him, earnest desires and fer^r 
vent longings, lare sent forth tp iayite him ; and 
every winning petition and cnt;iciiig expression 
are made use of to bring this beloved into his gar«* 
den, to eat his pleasant fruits. The gppd 3p^irit/ 
our unchangeable and everlasting friendi touches 
the mind with confidence, helps pur infirmities 
to bppe against hope, pi^ts many^prpmis^s j^tq 

our minds and mouths, bids:Uf is)>e9)Cj:^4in^ket 
intercession for us ; ai^i by keeping hirh still in 
view, with the eye fixed on him, and the soul 
longing after him, afWHTlreiS' obliged to yield, 
•ayiogt "Turn away thine eyes from me, for 
thou hast overcome me; -'^ The soul immediately 
seizes him, holds hi^ fast, and will not let him 
go, till he is lirought into his mother*s house, 
and into the chamber of her that coiiicfeTv<?d him ; 
s^q4 jn he cptne$, sayjpgjj ^' BcUe ve that I am- itt 
yQuy :and yoU; in'tne'hT''* I am 'comcinto-fl^jf 
g^rjd«»r. iRy^sjsjter,; HULSRoufi^'iFlHlo the pgtMF 



soul, ttielting ra flood' and flamed^ in love arid 
grief, joy ikrid tears, cries out, *^ My beloved 
is tnine, atid I am his.'* This fs God's best 
gift to man, and mahV best |>me • from 6od^^ 
This is the riches, the glory, the majestyratid 
the power of GodV nnfathoinable mystery 
among the Oentil^s ; which is '- " Christ in yoii 
the'hope of glory/- This is- life and immor* 
fiflity brought to light j aind it is the secret^ the 
iBin^earchable, the invdlaable,- the inestihiable 
ti^sure, hidden, wra]^ed up, and <:dncealed ini 
thfe manifold vrisdbm 6f G<Jd. Tte Lord of all 
Idrds ble»s thee and thine r ^M^^ teve tb fatheit 
speiuse, to^ fkther and rt&ther-iu-law^ to ill 
fiieiSdis, '^and - ta my dear son - Je'takras. - This 1i 
the lidrcr^s^ -day ; t ^am^ CblifiBt^ at ^h^ttie, aiid 
therefore -siwd ^thee thiip igorning'^^ perferin-^ 
M<$e '0n piaiper,-i(i3tead' of : |>FeaelHfi^. ^'Ei'€f 

. , . . . .^ 



" ' •" ,;■.-.--. ^- •, . ■'.' vrv'i^ ^'i:'. : 



I 



- T TL 



> ■<, ~ < 



r 

I'\(^>i^g*a<Je'Jftiidi|iedce td be ,ftiatti|»Bed told 
fliee tKtbugh Jeiiis IJhrist. Glad is toy soul to 
hefti'of the 4^k gi»itt|^oii'&l Lie#e8,\at)d in the 



places adjacertt. God makes the Welsh Ambas- 
sador a Boanerges, a son of thunder; and he 
has not discharged his dreadful artillery in vain. 
Am sorry to hear that he is so poorly in body; 
but I wonder not at it, as this hot weather hath 
Wonderful effects upon me. There are no less 
than six or seven souls in labour atUxbridge; 
and I believe that two or three were brought 
from their old foundation about a fortnight ago, 
linder two discourses preached by me. O ! what 
encouragement have such poor wonns to go on, 
seeing not one soul hath been called in that 
place by the preaching there for three-and- 
twenty years back ! For God will not honour 
them who know nothing of him, * His servants 
must go through fire and water, that they may 
know how to pnll brands Out of the fire, and 
how to cast the net into the sea of trouble, 
which is sure to find out those who are in tri- 
bulation, and to entangle their ears, thoughts, 
hearts, and affections ; insomuch that they can- 
not break the net, nor get out ; nor do such de- 
sire it. 

I think that, since I waded through my last 
troubles, I have been more successful than ever 
with my net, nor doe$ my sword return empty. 
Wonderful is the goodness of God to inej and 
wonderful is my base ingratitude to him. 0> 
my brother! fet the one thing needful be up- 
piermost with thee ; for whea CJhrist is King of 
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the heart, in Jud^h things go well : but he will 
suffer no rival unresented.. Wondrous things 
has he done to gain the affections of his ene- 
mies ; and, when he makes them friends, they 
must shew .themselves friendly, and tlien we are 
welcome to hi§ rich repasts. " Eat, O friends J 
drinki yea, drin^ abundantly, O beloved !" Wis- 
dom ^spre^ds the table, bids the- guests, and at- 
tends the company. Under his shadow is 
Bweet delight; over our head is the banner of 
hb love, and the bread^ of hfe i« the wholesome 
fodfl, 

> • But we must drink of the w'^ne, that wisdon) 
hds mingled; a littlfs love> and a little of th^ 
yaters of Marah. Ife shall find bis blood to 
be. drink indeed; but .temptations, desertions, 
afflictions, crOssesi, and disappointments, inyvard 
porruptions, and bodily afflictions, will be the 
ingredients which are mingled with, or else suc- 
ceed, those soul-cheeriqg entertainments. Bitter 
things create an appetite ;, they are wholesome, 
useful, and profitable ; but not pleasing nor pa- 
latable : yet the good Physician knows what is 
best.: the leaves of the tree of life are for medi- 
cine, the fruit for food, and both good in turn. 
Farewell ! God bless thee. My love to all friends, 
and above all to the Ambassador. 

Yours to serve in Christ Jesus, 

W* HUNXINGXaN, S.S, 
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Cricklewoodj Sept. 4, 1800. 

Xjast night 1 catne home weary^' and almost 
melted with the heat of a crowded audience ; 
and this morning I found my kind friend and 
affectionate brother's sympathetic epistle, for 
which I thank him. It has long been my lot to 
be standard-bearer where Satan's seat is, and 
where the devil keeps his court ; and it is no 
strange thing for a standard-bearer to faint 
Near thirty years ago the devil advised me to 
conceal my religion, build a clay cottage at the 
corner of a large common, go to day labour, and 
never more associate with the world; insinuating 
that, if I persisted in preaching, he would pur- 
sue me with unremitted violence; which soon 
after begun, and has never yet ceased. My ve- 
nerable and most pious godfather has cleaved to 
me with full purpose of heart,, and I question 
if he has ever lost sight of me in any one sermon 
preached by him during the last twenty-six 
years. And I firmly believe that he has been 
forced to tell a thousand lies in the name of 
God, only to blacken my character, and to ren* 
der my labours useless. But what honour can 
redound to God, or what good can -accrue to the 
souls of men, by such ministrations, is more than 
I can make out ; and therefore must conclude^ 
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"with, E*;vid, " Let him cprsj^, fpr God:h|th bid* 
^ixkhim.'' AndJ;fi»d; it hanJ;w,ork tp believ^e 

• ft 

that; God( has led my soiil through the confines 
-ofvheH, :ahd then"s&t'me< dowti oh niount Zion, 
in the open. visions of .God» and given me a sight 
of the\King in his beauty, for no other purpose 
than to furnish impdstors Jn the pulpit with re- 
,pix>ach;iandfoob with sport , . 
; '( J seldom, walk thie streets without overtaking 
aome who in.general appear dead or flat till they 
^perceive me, which is sure to change the scene^ 
*as tiey.then point, grin^ l^^gh> and entertain 
themselves; at the r sight of the ass. I know 
that tbere will be an end to these things^ and 
rthat my expectation will not be cut oif; but 
while it lasts I mus^t agree with the poor asses 
. of old: "And now we call the proud happy.; 
yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, 
they that tempt God are even delivered," Mai. 
iii. 15. To see the proud the most happy, the 
workers of wickedness the most promoted, and 
.Such as tempt God continually delivered from 
trouble, is a lesson not to be learned at the 
Iscbopl of reason, nor by adhering to the law in 
ithe members.. Sometimes I cannot help smiling 
•Jttfsee'thedevil'sgirin in their faces; sometimes 
;I winder at their enmity and contempt of the 
•Ahnightyi; and at other times I comfort myself 
c4t the thoughts of .the great day, when it will 
;;fee' s^n, : and. muj^tdbe acknowledged, who is the 
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fbdi. Bui| after aU, th6$o craei ttiodBMigs. and 
tile Hssttlt» are not joyous: tlie contempt of the 
pfoud, atid the scorning of them that are at 
ease, are harder burdens to the mind than vio*- 
lence is to the body. Sometimes I haire been 
much uidulged with access, freedom, bohtnel^ 
and strong c<»i€dence of bemg heard and an- 
swered ; when my heart has gloired with \avt^ 
my sonl melted^ and such mowings o» toy soul 
as if heaven itself was in nbotion, fbr me; But 
Mill I am hi possession of, and etircompasaed 
iiritb^ eve^ry natural or siiiful in^rmil^y. I sup- 
pose you have seen my repfy to Onesiniui, 
againi^ hi» eternal fslith and hopoi Laat Tues- 
day e^eving hand^billa v^ttt distributed at 
IfoffikweTl SCre^ Meetiitg doors, beginning thus 
— ^"^ Faith and hope in heaven^ and' the dhmky 
of Christ defended* against Mr. Huntington^ 
Answer to Onestmns ; by J. R £.'* You see t&e 
cunning of the devil^ to represent me as an 
Arian. Howeveri I anr at a^ point abimt the 
subject) and have no doubt of winniugthe field; 
and I know that my warfare is short, acoording 
to the age of man : aitd sure 1 am tliat I shail 
never wish my days lengthened, or one past 
hour repeated ; for I neither lend nor reeeire 
upon usury, yet every one ourses mei I was 
bom as a man of strife and contended to all th^ 
earth ; and, a^ the devil never faints, so his 
children never tire. I get old and feeble, bat 
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tiiy enemies ate strotig and Hrely; itid under 
tikis long continued warfare rny rebellion addtf 
1S6 the affliction. I have no timidity or feari9( 
about courts of law, or impfisonmeiit in jail foi^ 
life ; these things fret me not. But to see .th(j 
itmiles of Providence that attend the enemies^ 
fhe rebels, and the liars ; and the frowns, trials^ 
and keen sensations, that attend the other sidd 
^ the qttestion ; is what flesh and blood nev^r 
can acquiesce in, or submit to. 

I long to see you; but Lis not come, and 
I am afraid to ask B. again so soon. God blesik 
thee. 

W. H. S* 8. 



LIV. 

April 9, 1801. 

Dearly Beloved, wishing grace, mercy and peace to 
thee and thine, through Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the Father, in truth and love. 

iNotwithstandingall the opposition we have met 
with, from whatever cause, such crowds attend 
us still at Providence chapel, that we may well 
bl^s God, who giveth testimony to the word of 
his grace, and causes wonders to be wrought in 
the souls of poor sinners by the name of his holy 

L 2 
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Cfbild Jgsaft« In the wilderness Israel was obliged: 
to look $.fter God in the tabernacle, and ap<)ii* 
the mercy-seat ; and in Solonfion's days they Mrere- 
to' look and to direct their prayers to the tem- 
ple; nor could the people get there but only by 
their represfcntative, the high-priest, who bofe 
their names on his breast; nor so but once a- 
year: and when he pulled the vail aside and; 
went in, it cjosed again, so that there was Uf^ 
open way left. " The Holy Ghost this signify-, 
jfi^, that the way into the holiest was ni>tyet 
mac^e -qiauifest."^ But w^ can now look higher: 
our Hjgh-priest is entered into the true taber- 
nacle, the holiest of all — into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us,. This 
is a. new way, and the old one is stopped up. 
If any but the high-priest entered the other, it 
was death; but this is a living way. The vail 
of the temple was rent at Christ's death ; and 
the vail of Christ's flesh was rent and torn to 
pieces : and so the way is open, and we have 
boldness to enter by the blood of Jesus. And, 
what is still more, he admits our thoughts, 
hopes, hearts, faith and affections, into heaven 
now, and to the right hand of God, where Christ 

sitteth. 

Dear friend, adieu ! 

W. H. S, S. 
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October 16, 1801. 
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Dear Brother in the Lord Jesus, grace und 

be multiplied through the great^ the.glorious^* 
and only Mediator. 

I HAVE had a bad cold, which I bfelteve I[ 
caught in Mr. H.'s bam. A cold in the head is' 
bad ; a cold in the stomach is worse ; but a coH 
in the heart is worst of all. At the dedication 
of »the tabernacle a fire fell from heaven and 
consumed the burnt ofFeritig : that fire, by the 
order of God, was never to go out — the incense 
and the lamps; the one was to be burnt, and 
the other lighted, at that holy fire. Hence- 
priests were to wait and watch day and night, 
that the flame of Grod might not go out ; and' 
the poor.Gibeonites hewed the wood to feed the 
hallowed fire. But, when the living tabernacle 
was to be dedicated, and to stretch out her 
cords and curtains, the Holy Ghost, in a cloven 
tongue, .came upon the first stones in the holy 
city, and kindled the sacred blaze ; they, with 
this divine heat, purged Jerusalem with the 
spirit of judgment and with the spirit of burn- 
ing. They kindled a smoke in the smoking flax, 
and the cloud of incense went up ; so that upon 
all the dwelling-places of mount Zion a cloud 
crested by da^, . and the flame of holy fire by 



night ; for upon all the glory God appointed 
this defence. Jealousy was another spark from 
this holy fire/ The Lord went forth as a mighty 
niah/and stirred up jealousy like a man of war; 
tfll he stirred up the blind ones to follow him 
in a way that they knew not. ^eal is another 
ingredient of this most holy flame : it is a com- 
ppsiition of indignation at the works of 3ait)ani 
rf^veqge against $i]> and ajl opposition, attend^ 
Aifjth fervent loy/e and undaunted fortitude. 
T^t^fiSG tilings made thena not o^ly burning and 
s^in^ing UghtS| but also a flamipg firje. By the 
fire of his Spirit, and by th^ word of God, whicb 
is the Spirit's &^vord, did Qod begiA his 1^ 
Ijattle witjii the Jews, By /5r/e and by swo?xi 
4M. h^ ph^l with all flesh, ai^d the elain of the 
liord vvere, ifiany. Hence the awful declaratioif 
of war : " J'or every battle of the warrior is widi 
Qonfused ^oise, and g^rpienis rolled in blood; 
Vv^t t]ih shall be with burning and fuel of fire; 
for unto m a Child is bpm/' Wherever this 
"iftply fire comes, if the light be hated, and the 
l^af re^isted^ the fire of wrath enters: ,he be*- 
Ueviss not, and the wrath of God abides on 
hirp. Hence *^ the Light of Israel is for a firci 
and the Hply One for a flame :*- and it bums and 
devours his thorns and his briers in one day« 
Isaiah x. 17* These are the fuel, the other the 
lir^; and blessed be God who has brought us to 
Ipve both the light and the heat. , '^ Did not our 
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hearts barn withia lis while be ciminQiied 
us by die way?" 

Dear friend, adieu ! May this flame never ga 
out! all besides is straoge lire; but this live 
coal comes from the altar of burnt offeriag, 
God blefis thee. 

W. H. S. S. 



LVI. 

Dec. 1801. 

HY DEAR FRI£NDy 

I HAYB lately received a letter from G., and I 
think he seems to be coming on in the old track; 
watching, waiting, lioping, fearing, doubting, 
halting, mourning, and rejoicing; sinking, and 
tearing, despairing, and triumphing: and this 
was long my way. The okl man dies hard: 
crucifying is a lingering, painful death to him: 
the nails gall him; he loves ease, indulgence, 
gratifications, and harmless amusements; a cold 
form of religion of his own devising, and a few 
of the precepts of men. But for the old man to 
be denied daily, under a painful cross; to be put 
off with his deeds, and to see a more honourable 
one (the new man) put on, as a rival to him; to 
be mortified through the Spirit; to find the gract 
of God curbing and holding him in, and reign 
ing through righteousness in his stead; is very 
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degrading both to him and to his father. ; 1 Bat' 

the new man shall liave the preeminence, tliougb 
in his infant state; for ^^ better, is a poor and 
wise childi thaji an old and foolish king who 
will no more be admonished." Grace shall 
reign, sin shall not have dominion. " For out of 
prison the old man cometh to reign, whereas he 
that is born in his kingdom becometb poor/' 
Eccl. iv. 13, 14. " Blessed are the poor in spi- 
rit, for theirs is the kingdom of God." The 
old man is nothing but the image of the devil, 
When the Spirit was in Adam, God's image was 
upon him; but, when sin entered, the strong 
inan armed took possession, and set up bis qjvb 
image in him, which God despises. The ijAage 
pf the devil in man is not wisdom, but blindijesaj; 
pot righteousness, but guilt and condepination; 
not holiness, but sin ; npt glory, but sh^me and 
reproach; not love, but enixiity; nqt a shining 
face, but a fallen countenance; pot delighting 
in the things of the Spirit, but in the lusts of the 
flesh: not savouring the things of God, but 
^hose that be of men. Between these two lies 
the narrow path; and the struggle between 
these makes the gate of life sp strait. This 
is the saint's \«arfare; it is a company of , two 
armies, called Mahanairn. " With my staff \ 
passed this Jordan, but now I ajn become two 
bands." So , may all believers say, * By the staff 
pr sceptre of the |Cing of kings I passed t^i^ 
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rivier Jafdan/ which signifies r judgment/ By» 
the pawer of Christ we passfipm death to life; 
and no sooner is this done than we become tivo- 
bands. Tiie soul is armed witii the graces o£ 
the Spirit^ and the flesh with its deceitful.luists^* 
Yhieh war against the soul. And so the law 
in the members, and the law ia the mind; the 
fruits of the Spirit, and the spawn of the ser- 
pent; the Lord. and his seed, the devil and his 
fruit, oppose each other till death ends the con- 
flict. But, if faith has the last word, anddeals 
the last blow, the victory is gained. " Bt ttoii 
faithful unto death, and I. will giye tbeear crown 
pf life." My kind love to dame, while I remain^ 

Yours in faith and love^ • 

w.as.s. 



LVII. 

, JuQe4> 1602. 

Dear Brother ip Christ, perf(?ct peace, aad at such 
a time. 

« 

I SKND these few scraps to thank you for your 
kindness to the most unworthy of all the royal 
family : nevertheless, I am a living witness of 
the truth of this passage — 'that *^ He raises up 
the poor from the dust, and the beggar, from the 
dung- hill, and sets them among the princes of 
his people, anclmakes them to inherit the throne 
of glorj'." Buj; there i3 a de^l of humbling and 
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del>asit% work in the dust ; amd mucb cloidit-' 
ixigf fearing, sYghiogv ^^d 6obbing, om the 
dtinghill ; and putting the mouth in the dus^ 
if so be there may be hope of the throne 49f 
glory, before we can be brought to axpect it 
upon solid and sure grounds : for the poor soul, 
who knows the €mi of his own heart, is so jea- 
lous and suspicious, that he cannot entertain a 
good opinion of it, even when God hath made 
it good. 

In this debasing work upon the dunghiU, it 
is God's Will that we should ooly see one side 
df him-*-Wrath, anger, terrible majesty, holiness, 
JMStice, and the just Judge as a consuming fire. 
But that which alters the scene is another, and 
a better prospect ; and that is the name of the 
Lord, ^^ the Lord God, gracious and merciful, 
abundant in goodness and truth, pardoning 
iniquity, transgression and sin." A believing 
view of this works the change, and wonderful 
it is, as not one of the aforesaid terrible attri* 
butes appears in all the proclamations of this 
name. The former works self pity, sullen stub- 
bornness, and hard thoughts of God : but the 
latter works abhorrence, and begets a love to 
the Almighty ; and this is a live coal to work 
energy, and affords a spur to diligence. And 
ihe weakest believing view of the tender pity 
and compassion that appear in this name, which 
name is now found in Christ, is that which I 
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beUieve it to be^^thelaadmg of tbe soul dn tYib 
right Side of JordaUi or the first step it takei 
towards the heavenly country. And so saitb 
the prophet — " Who is there among you that 
feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his 
servant, and walketh in darkness and hath no 
light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay himself upon his God/* Where ob- 
serve — when God had proclaimed this most 
blessed name to Moses, he promises to send his 
angel before him, and bids him not prpvoke 
him, " for he will not pardon your iniquities^ 
for my name is in him/' Now to be enabled 
by the word to believe this is the turning point. 
When we are under the yoke and rod, we 
firmly believe in his anger, wrath, justice, and 
terrible majesty ; and indeed we firmly believe 
nothing else. But, when we are enabled to be- 
lieve in the pity, compassion, love, favour, and 
mercy of God, this is the landing of the soul on 
God*s covenant name ; the face is turned Zion- 
ward, and the dismal prospect gets behind- 
Terrible views beget terrible meditations ; but 
merciful views and prospects melt and dissolve 
us. This is obeying the voice of his servant; 
and God himself owns and claims such for his 
own. — "Let him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay himself upon his God." — His God, 
though he walks in darkness and hath no light — 
No light of joy, of love, or of comfort, whereby 
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hfix^M, sec hi& interest or his^pardon ; ,no, nor 
the light of God's countenance. Well — be it 
so ; yet let him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay himself upon his God. ** Ye believe 
in God, believe also in roe;" This, Joseph, is 
good news from a far country. 

In humble and thankful acknowledgments 
for all favours, I subscribe myself, yours to 
serve for his sake, 

W. H. S- S. 



• « ' 



LVIII. 



Pearly beloved in the Lord, 



F^b. 4>. 1803. 



I?ELLOW soldier, and fellow invalid; fellow 
sinner, and therefore fellow sufferer for sin; I 
am at this time closely pursued with a troop of 
harbingers, all loyal and staunch to the king of 
terrors; I mean an assemblage of the infirmities 
of old age. But let us bless God that all our 
strength has not been exhausted in the drudgery 
of Satan. Grace has changed our hearts, and 
divine power has made us willing to come, over 
to the royal standard; and, though we havQ 
cut no great figure in military prowess, yet 
they that are not against us are on our side, 
says the Captain of our salvation. 
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{' NdW^ warrior^, and the feeble infantry; 
tho^^ th^t go fotxh to the battle, and those that 
abide by the stuif ; all that favour his righteous 
cause, and those who are in alliance with him, 
have their ^niuster in the book of life, and are 
enumerated in the camp of the saints. But, as 
for poor me, this winter has tried me not a little; 
and I am ready at times to conclude that I shall 
never be able to stand another campaign. But 
is there no portion or inheritance in our father's 
hpuse ? Yes^ both a mansion and a pension ; 
and, when the last enemy is conquered, (and 
that conquest must be gained in weakness) a 
man hath no ^^ power over the spirit, to retain 
the spjirit, neither h?,th he power in the day of 
death; and there is no discharge in that war;". 
£ccL viii. 8; but the crown awaits it — " B,c 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." In this last onset only the feeble 
can go to the wall ; on the soul the second 
death can have no power* But the stronger 
will help the weaker; a man's spirit will sus- 
tain the infirmities of the body. These arc 
both united ; and yet the fall of the one is the 
rise of the other ; the outward man decays, but 
the inward man is renewed day by day ; death 
works in the one, and life in the other. 

But what is the armour for this last con* 
flict? — First, the shield. of faith; ''I am thy 
(h^ldji and thy - exceeding great reward." 



Hold fast this shield, for " he that belicvcth 
shall never die/' only sleep in Jesus. Thi* 
shield purifies the heart; Jesus is a foontain 
opened, and his blood cleanses from all sin. " Q 
death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is 
sin:'* but "God is faithful and just to forgive u9 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous^ 
ness.'* 

2. The breastplate of an imputed righteous** 
ness. Christ's obedience to the law justifies^ 
many, and justifies from all things. By the 
imputation and application of this the righteous^ 
ness of the law is fulfilled in us, though not by 
lis : " The strength of sin is the l4w ; hat 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
thriough our Lord Jesus Christ/' 

3. A good hope. This is an anchor of 
the soul in crossing the river Jordan to tfatf 
heavenly country. " The righteous hath hop* 
in his death ;" and, as the anchor is sure and 
rtedfast, so the vessel is secure and safe. 

4. Peace with God through Christ. " By 
sin came death." Death is sin's undertaker, 
and an enemy to us. *' The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death." But, being con* 
^uered by Christ's resurrection, he has lost his 
power as a king, and is reduced to a state of 
servitude to the saints. " AU things are yoiits^** 
whether life or death. ' Death is a porter to set 
at liberty the prisoners of hope, and to pint 4 
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final period, to the war id the members. '^ Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright ; the 
did of that man is peace." 

5. But who is to make our bed in sickness ? 
<3rod.says he will. Love is the best pillow, faith 
ki Christ's arm the best support, and submris* 
doa the softest feather. King of kings is the 
lord's name, and right and righteous is his 
icqytre^ and therefore he will swallow up death 
in victory. " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want;** He is and must be faithful to his 
eroek, in leading his flock out of one pasture 
into the other. He gives grace and glory, the 
latter of which is as sore as the former.^-^ 
^ Thcmgh I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of deaths I will fear no evil : thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me;" thy kingly sceptre 
and pastoral rod shall feed, protect, atid deliver 
me. As a sheep of such a, Shepherd, I cannot 
peri^ ; as a Toyal subject of the King of kings, 
I cannot be conquered. It is faith*s business, 
and her last act of kindness, to close the eyes 
to this world, and all beyond is open vision. 
^* These all died in faith," By her persuasion 
we have lived in hope upon things not ^en, of 
which faith is the substance and evidence, 
**Wfe are saved by gi-ace, through faith."^ — 
Rith's end is^ our best beginning ; " receiving 
the end of your faith, the salvatiwi of your 
touls." 
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'Thiis^ my friend, I am come before hand lid 
anoint thee to thy burial. . In .this I have doti^ 
what I could, for mojst likely I shall be gone 
when this work is to do. About the timeyou 
.had the gout I had a. fit of it, which lasted for 
.som^ time. At Lewes it began to swell,' and 
since my return it has got into the extremities^ 
so that it is going off apace. I have had a good 
deal of fever with it, Jiiward heat, heart bump- 
ing and heart rising ; and I had hard work to 
keep it from breaking out about the mouth. 
And now I long for a little new wine, and wish 
I could obey Paul, ** Drink no longer water," 
the waters of Marah ; " but a little wine, for 
my stomach's sake, and for mine .often infirmi- 
ties." . I believe this is good for the present 
distress, both in your complaint and mine;-buty 
as it is more precious than rubies, a. drop must 
suffice. Ever yours. 

The Doctor. 



LIX^ 

9 

March 10, 1803, 

RECEIVED my dear brother's puzzling epistle, 
in which I find some things that seem to en-' 
tangle and stagger him, the which must, not be 
viewed by the eye of reason, nor can they be 
made out, cast up, or madtf straight, by human 
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judgment God's wordj and his prdvidential 
dealings with others, are the only line, reed, 
rulcj and plummet, to which these crooked 
things must be laid ; he lays judgment to the 
line, and righteousness to the plummet; his 
word is precept, upon precept, line upon line, 
to try his own work by, as the Spirit s work al- 
ways lies straight with God's word. Spiritual 
things must be compared with spiritual words. 
Soul troubles are intended to make discoveries, 
and to bring iniquity to light x not that God 
fnay see and know it> but that we may. If 
bodily afflictions be added to soul trials, this, 
with respect to us, brings the evil day near: 
the former gives us an appetite, the latter adds 
to the edge, and makes it keen, and us earnest. 
Convictions plow up the ground, and discover 
the soil; bodily afflictions help to parch the 
dry ground ; the least encouragement, by 
power, by hope, or by expectation, is receiving 
the seed, attended with some sensible refresh- 
ings, called watering, which breaks the clods 
and moistens the soil. But unexpected calami- 
ties, and repeated frowns and rebukes, upon the 
back of this, harrow the seed in, and give it 
deepness of earth; so that what operated on 
the mind and will now affects the heart and 
conscience. 

God's testiuiony of Job is, that he was per- 

M 
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feet in Christ, upright in love, and equalled by 
none in all the east; yet upon this came all 
the train of afflictions. He is so concerned for 
God's honour, and his family's welfare, that he 
sanctifies all his children every morning by ten 
burnt offerings, and cpntinues at this till a wind 
from the wilderness smites the house, and kills 
them all at their elder brother's entertainment. 
And yet all ends in such a deliverance from 
spiritual captivity, and in such a view of Im- 
manuel, as is batdty to be fbund in the Old 
Testament. God tells Moses that he had looked 
upon the afflictidns of Israel ; that he had a 
respect unto them; had heard their groans, 
and was come to deliver tbc«n> yet after this 
comes the double exactions of bricks: the task- 
masters' scourges, and gathering of stubble in- 
stead of straw. God was with Hezekizh in all he 
put his hand to; yet afterwards he W^ left, that 
he might know all that was iti his own heart. 
Peter makes a short, but noUe confession of 
Christ, and is pronounced blessed, and a man 
taught of God, and obtains a promise of the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven ; yet soon after 
came Satan, the sieve, the awful denial, the 
oaths and the curses. And, were I to relate to 
my friend all the losses and crosses, the troubles 
and trials, with which my faith lias had to en- 
counter during this last winter, he would see 
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that all the froMrtis fall not to his own sharci 
but some on the back of 

His aflfectionatcly in the furnace, 

W. H. S. S. 



LX. 

1803. 

I WAS rejoiced, ihy dear brother, at the recep- 
tion of yours, because your. adopted the best 
method -in all the wbrM Carnal reason and 
human contiivknce^ contribute nothing to our 
good, nor to: G4Q»d*s honour* You read of one 
in the scrip ttiYes, a king, who in his sickness 
sought not to Obd, ^u% to the physicians. This 
is written to -bis dililionouf, and he went on till 
his bowels fcH at hii" feet. But we have a God 
to go to; and ** whoi(says Mosibs)have God so 
nigh to them as the l^ord our God is to us, in 
all things that we call upon bim for?'* When 
stung with fttery serpents, all that looked to the 
brazen one lived. When the plague broke out, 
ti^n stood up Phinehas with an offering, and so 
the ptague was stayed. So at the waters of 
^Marah, when the thirsty souls could not drink 
them because they were bitter, (being an emblem 
of afflictions, and of the heart knowing its own 
bitterness under them) then Moses was directed 

M 2 
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(o a tree — a type of the human race. And 
he was to cut a stick from it; which, in the 
figure, was the rod from the stem of Jesse, that, 
>vhen cast into the waters, healed them, and 
they drank thereof. It was the water that was 
healed. But pray take notice what God says 
to them, and how wonderfully he places the 
words. Read the fifteenth chapter of Exodus, 
and see where the healing is applied ; " I am 
the Lord God that healeth thee." 

Follow up this profitable and honourable 
calling, for this branch of godliness is great 
gain. When the intercourse is open, wfeen the 
door of hope and gate of life are displayed, when 
a throne of grace is accessible, when induU 
gences are granted to us, these are our court 
and levee days, when the King of kings sees 
company, and receives our addresses, considers 
our cases, and redresses our grievances. At 
other times, with respect to our feelings, it 
seems otherwise; seeing we are commanded to 
knock, that it may be opened unto us. Some 
have complained that he keepeth back the face 
of hrs throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it ; 
and others have said, ** When I cry and shout 
he shutteth out my prayer." By all which it 
appears that there is such a thing as entering by 
the door, which is Christ, and of , going in and 
out, and finding pasture. But whether the 
door appears shut or open, and whether we get 
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Jn or are kept out, according to our Spprehen^ 
iion of things, let us be sure to be found wait- 
ing at his gates, and watching at the posts of 
his doors; for he that findeth him finds life, 
and they are not to be put to shame that wait 
for him. Sometimes we are kept out, and at a 
distance, when others go in and out in our sight 
smiling, while we hate their souls and their 
smiles too. This is to provoke us to jealousy, 
the flame of which is the same in us as the sum- 
mer fly is to bullocks, which is sure to move 
them : and, if any thing short of hell will move 
us, jealousy will. Sometimes afflictions are 
sent on the body, to keep the world from de- 
stroying the soul, and to give us leisure to cast 
lip and settle our books, and to see what con- 
science has filed against us. Sometimes we are 
clogged with corruption and temptation, M'hich 
is laying us in the stocks by the heels. This 
kept Paul from pride, and Hezekiah from car- 
nal security. Sometimes we are shut up in the 
dark hole; " He brings us into darkness, but 
not into light." This teaches us to prize the 
light of his countenance, and makes it more 
precious when the eyes again behold the sun. 
At other times we are shut up, and cannot come 
forth. This makes us cautious and careful how 
we use our liberty, and teaches us to prize it, 
and to distinguish between law and gospel, and 
shews u% the workings of both. All these, bcx 
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sides feasts and fasfs, melting indulgences and 
cold neglects, have been appointed for me, and 
many such thingS'are with him. 

Excuse haste, 'toughness, and all blunders, 

for the King's business i'equires haste. 

• - '• •. 'J- 

Ever yours in the Lord Jesus, 

. W. H. S.S, 



LXI. 

October^ 1803. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

J/he long, dark, cold winter is begun, and my 
constant infirmities intimate and confirm the 
same thing. I have had the rheumatism in my 
loins and hips, which at times quite bowed me 
together. If October handl6^ me so roughly, 
what will January^ February, and March do.^ 
But this consideration counterpoises these bo- 
dily afflictions — we are not shut up under the 
law, in unbelief, in legal bondage, in hardness 
of heart, nor in carnal enmity and rebellion, as 
was once my dreadful case and state* The 
Surety has discharged the infinite debt, the 
great Creditor has accepted the payment, and 
Justice himself (by the blood of the covenant) 
has sent forth the state prisoners out of the pit 
in which was no water. The thick and dark 
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clouds of our transgressions are blotted out^ and 
removed ; for these, these were the clouds that 
made our earth iron, and the heaven brass, Deut. 
xxviii. 23. But God has looked propitiously 
through that cloud, and dispersed it ; and the 
light of his countenance shining iu Christ's face 
hath dispersed it, and scattered the whole host 
of accusing and reproaching devils that attended 
it His angry countenance against our accusers 
has driven away their backbiting tongues, Prov. 
XXV. 23; the Advocate on high has undermined 
all their changes, whether false or true, so that 
they have no foundation against the elect of 
God : for, although they seek after the sins of 
Judah, they cannot be found, for there is to 
be none, the mouth of the Lord has spoken 
this. The light of God's glorious countenance 
shining in the face of Jesus, is our saving 
health, our shining path, and that perfect day 
which we have got iu hope: it makes rough 
places plain, crooked things straight, and turns 
the shadow of death into a morning of joy. By 
this light we walk through darkness, even when 
surrounded with it on every side; the darkness 
of ignorance, of superstition, and will worship; 
the gross darkness of the world ; the darkness 
of idolatry, of errors, and heresy, and all the 
works and workers of darkness, practised and 
performed by the sons of Belial. By his light 
we have walked through all these; and often 
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walked in confidence, and iq safety, when -we 
neither saw our own way, nor the dangers that 
aAvaited us. for I have often thought that if 
we could see the prince of the power of the air, 
aqd his innumerable hosts of evil angels, which 
our Lord calls the fowls of the air, Mark iv. 4, 
15 ; and all the damnable heresies that await ua 
on every side; the malice conceived in the 
hearts of our adversaries; the numbers that 
watch for our halting, and that watch for ini- 
quity; tlie snares and traps with which thi§ 
world abounds; the unfathomable depths of the 
human heart, and the innumerable gieeds of in-? 
bred corruption ; the shortness, the weakness 
and imperfection of the best of frames in the 
present state; the spiritual desertions; thedart^ 
of Satan ; the secret arrows of the ungodly; all 
which constantly attend us in our way to the 
kingdom :— I say, if every child of God's family 
had got rid of the old vail entirely, so as to be 
perfect: in knowledge, and to discern all these 
things as they really are, Ithink he would crawl 
into the flesh, and venture abroad no more. But 
whether we see them or not, we are sure to feel 
them all in turn. Farewell; peace ^nd truth 
|)e with us. 

The Doctor. 
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« 

Dec. 23, 1803. 

To my beloved Friend greeting, with perfect peace, 

and at such a time. 

X H E Countess of Huntington has got the gout; 
her brother in Dorsetshire fell sick, and wished 
to. hce her ; she went, but he died the day before 
her arrival. She expected he had some money, 
but it is so hid that none can find it. She went 
out with fourteen pounds; and, being obliged ta 
bury him, came home with a double infirmity — ^ 
the gout in the footand in the pocket : and I think 
the gout, as well as the law, worketh wrath. I 
recommend patience, but I have no such thing 
to sparie ; I only give my advice, and that gra- 
tis. I have been this morning early pondering 
over the many infirmities that I am subject to, 
and many of the remedies that have been of use 
to me in them. For a swelling in the mind t. 
have found a thorn in the flesh of great use, as it 
serves to let out the wind when I have been 
puffed up, and. feeding upon vanity. And, wheit 
my stomach has been so nice and delicate that 
I have been almost ready to lothe the honey- 
comb, bitter aloes have proved an excellent 
stomachic; it has strengthened it, promoted 
appetite, ^d helped digestion, " Wi^h bitter 
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herbs shall you cat it:" "All his garments smell 
of myrrh and aloes f ' and sure I am that " the 
heart knoweth its own bitterness," and " to an 
hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet." The 
plague of the heart is preferred to carnal ease ; 
but for every species of the gout there is no- 
thing so effectual as mustard seed and sweet oil : 
mustard seed is of a >varm nature, more so than 
flannel ; and the best and most skilful Physician 
that ever was in this world has declared that 
faith, like a grain of mustard seed, would move 
a mountain from the earth, and why not a swell- 
ing from the foot? Sweet oil is good against 
peevishness and fretfulncss, which often attend 
sick beds, especially when a patient is first seized 
with pain : this medicine is intended for the 
sick and afflicted, as it is written, to give them 
" the oil of joy for mourning." Against an ague 
in the heart, or when the affections are chilled, 
and love waxes cold, and carnal security has foU 
lowed upon it, the most effectual medicine that 
ever was applied to me in this case ha^ been the 
coals of juniper, or the flames of spiritual jea- 
lousy, springing up from the supposition of in- 
jured love : this is as effectual as the fly is to a 
sluggish bullock. For the lethargy, or a sleepy 
devil, that is always calling for a pilloMr, the 
furnace of affliction, or a journey to Horcb, to 
behold the earthquake, the \yind, and the fire» 
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has performed wonders. I have known some 
patients under this disorder who could not keep 
their eyes open by day, yet have been so 
awakened as not to be able to close them by 
night. 

At this season of the year infirm people feel 
their inward seeds of mortality. Damp fc^s and 
keen frosty air search after the gouty matter, 
and call it up into motion, which causes pain, 
and pain calls, for rest from labour; and con- 
fining us is putting our feet in the stocks ; and 
being laid by the heels keeps us from running 
to mischief; and when the carcase is confined 
we fetch home our thougbtSi desires, and affec- 
tions, to keep us company, and to entertain us 
in om* solitude : this shews us what is neglected, 
what is run behind, what is out of joint, and 
what is off the books : it is a tittle to take stocky 
take down the files, overhaul ^be boolu; to 
Bee what is jitanding against us, what stock 
there is in tradc^ what th$ credit amounts 
to, and whetiier w:!^ have. I©st ,or gained hy 
trading. This niy advice is ail gratis, therefore 
it is hoped no umbrage wiH be taken at tlie 
Doctor, vtrho subscribes himself 

Yours to serve, under every influenza, 

W.H. S.S, 
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LXIII. 

< 

April, 1805. 
* Dearly beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

xIaving a few minutes to spare, I am coming 
once more with a scrap to my friend, wishing 
much to know how. you do. The last time I 
saw you, you seemed much altered in counter- 
nance, and not a little shaken in frame. This 
is not alarming, if the inward furniture be but 
in good repair. " The outward man perishes,'* 
«ays Paul, " but the inward man is renewed day 
■by day." The enlightened understanding is the 
eye of the new man, which is renewed in know- 
}edge ; and, if the path shines more and more, 
this member of the new man increases. The 
appetite of the new man is a principle of divine 
life in the soul, craving the bread of life. When 
this cries out, "When shall I come and appear 
before God?" and "as the hart pants for the 
brook, so my heart and flesh cry out for the 
Jiving God," it is well. The feet of the new 
man are the actings of faith, by which we walk, 
and not by sight. When these are not clogged 
with doubts and fears, nor left to stagger with 
fits of unbelief, we make straight paths for our 
feet: faithpurifies the heart, so that nothing 
lame is turned out of the way, but healed by 
the word, in answer to faith's prayer. The 
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compassionate bowels of the new man are ih2Ln 
rity; this riiakes the soul tender of God's ho4 
nour, and causes compassion, mixed with grieiy 
when the old man struggles, and rebellion rises 
up, and is the true spring of all godly sorrow, 
and real repentance. The mind of the new man 
is peace : " I will keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed oil me/' The labour, 
toil, and hourly exercise of the new man, are 
bearing the cross with patience, and looking out 
in hope and expectation of the great reward of 
inheritance? These, my dear friend, are some 
of the members, features, and traits of the new 
man, who is much talked of, but little known. 
If these things be in us and abound, we shall 
not be barren nor fruitless in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

God bless thee : so prays 

Thine in him, 



LXIV. 

• April 15, 1805, 

Beloved in the Lord, grace and peace be with the« 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 MUST confess that since I saw you last you 
have been much on my mind, as you appeared to 
me to be much worn doM^n, greatly altered^ 



174 

and in constitution nearly aB td<l as myselfv 
though in years much younger. God grants 
my dear and kind friend,, t^at our last works 
may be more thali the first; that, instead of 
leaving our first love^ iroraay be enabled to fol- 
low after charity; and to hug> embrace, ac^ 
knowledge, and cherish fcvery ray, every spark, 
and every live coal that comes from the ^tar 
of burnt offering, " Covet earnestly the best 
gifts," says God. Life and love are th6 marrow, 
and fat of our passover. A feait of fat things 
is promised to us, and wines on the lees well re- 
fined. Nothing, Joseph, cheers the soul like 
these things; set thy heart upon them, and fol- 
low hard after them by constant prayer, watch- 
ing and observing the work of. grace within; 
and the work of Providence without ; Reading 
also lays in a stock to feed the busy mind, which 
will and must be employed; and for every fa»^ 
vour or token for good furnish the thank offering. 
You know not how well pleasing these are to 
God, when they come from the iieart^ and pass 
through the hands of a MediatcA**^ 

The incense under the k* mzh composed 
of different aromatic spices.: "A porfc incense 
(says God) shall be offered to my nams>am9sg 
the Gentiles;-' meaning prayer,: and other spiri- 
tual sacrifices. And I believe, that the spiritual 
meaning and gospel sense c^' those spibes are 
these srven. First, the graced life quickens 
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iis, that we may feel our wants, and approach 
God with an appetite. 2. The grace of light 
discovers to us, as Paul says, *' the things that 
are freely given us of God." 3. The grace of 
faith enabtes us to call upon God in confidence. 
4. The grace of hope expects an answer. 5. The 
grace of submission leaves it to the will of God 
to grant or withhold, as seems best to him. 6. The 
grace of patience waits his leisure, while, 7. The 
grace of love is the coal from the altar, that sets 
all the others to burning, or to smoking at least* 
If the fire burns, it is a burnt offering with the 
fat; but, if it only smoke> it is fervent desire, 
but not joy ; and even this encourages hope, for 
** the bruised reed shall he not break, and the 
smoking flax shall he not quench, till he bring 
forth judgment unto victory, and the isles shall 
wait for his law." " With all thine offerings 
thou shall offer salt," says God. " Let your 
words be seasoned with salt, that they may 
minister grace to the hearers," says Paul. "Have 
salt in yourselves, and be at peace one with 
another," says Christ, " for every sacrifice shall 
be seasoned with salt." This is the salt of the 
covenant of our God, which is not to be lack- 
ing in our offerings : and these are the spices of 
which the pure and holy incense is composed! 
The altar i!s the Godhead of Christ, which sanc- 
tifies the gift; the human nature the sacrifice; 
Immanirel, God with us in both natureS| is th6 
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household with iiiceose; so that '* upon the 
fahernacle there is a cloud and smoke by day^ 
tnd the shining of a flaming fire by night, for 
ppon all the glory shall be a defence/^ God 
bless thee ! 

Ever thine^ 

The Doctor^ 



LXV. 

May 10, 1805. 

The Doctor, farmer, and gfaiier; to the Farmer, grazier 
and butcher, sendeth greeting. 

This is fine showery weather for us graziers^ 
and I have found my soul at times grateful to 
God for it; and, when this is the case, the in- 
side and out-door crop increase and move ia 
concert together. Goodness passes before us^ 
and faith and gratitude follow after; the former 
helps the latter, and the latter is enlivened by 
the former. The business of faith is to follow 
God, to watch his hand, to observe his footsteps, 
to go on errands, and bring in fresh supplies ; to 
attend and help beggars at the door of hopej 
|o carry petitions and other messages; to 
kindle the fire upon the altar at the time of in- 
cense; and to wait the returns, and apply the 
answers. In fine weather, when the sun shinesr; 
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and in peaceable times, when there is no war ; 
aha is much abroad^ going often out, and is in 
much eVcercise. But in the midst of dangers, 
and when beset on every hand, as was the case 
of tl>e disciples on the sea ; !* Where is your 
faith?" Not abroad, not in exercise: No, it 
is within, keeping house, and propping up the 
heartagainst overwhelming fears. Let a good 
word come in, and make the heart glad, and 
then it will go out, *' Dost tHou believe on the 
Son of God? " Who is he; Lord, that I might 
believe on him? "." Thou hast seen him, and it 
is he that talketh with thee;" and out it goes — 
" Lord, I believe; and he worshipped him." We 
live by faith, and thus it is that we go in and 
out, and find pasture. This principle, called 
faith, when dormant as an habit, is always atr 
tended with a fast ; but when active, and in ex- 
ercise, feasting is going on. Deadness attends 
the former, but heavenly mindedness, with life 
and peace, attends the latter. The heart con- 
tracts when faith stays at home, but always 
enlarges when faith goes abroad. Watch these 
things, and I have no doubt but you will find it 
SO- Out of all the graces which the Holy Spirit 
plants, there are but three that labour hard in: 
an active way, so as to contribute towards the 
food of the soul. Patience is to bear weights 
and burdens; meekness to soften the soil; and 
humility to submit to God's will,: But .faith 

N 
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af the dry wpather, \yhen these words came to 
my mind—** Ask' of the Lord rain in the time 
of the latter rain; so shall the Lord send show- 
^rs> to every one grass in the field. " Before I 
begun the devil set in, Will the Almighty hear 
a poor corrupt worm like you, so as to order 
the clouds, to bring, rain? When these words 
came, " Elias was a man of like passions with 
us, and be prayed that it might not rain, apd it 
lained not by the space of three years and six 
months; and he prayed again, and the Lord 
$ent rain." And how jvas I enabled to perse- 
vere in it; and how glad on Sunday morning to 
see it was come! This suits us graziers. 

Farewell, my dear frieqd; the Doctor, the 
Coalheaver, bids thee God speed. 

W. H. S. S. 



LXVIL 

August 23, 1805. 

X 

1 HAVE just received my dear friend's letter, 
and thank him for it. I have been a long jour- 
Hiey, and a laborious and wearisome round; but 
liot in vain, I am fully persuaded. One poor 
old farmer came a hundred and forty miles to 
meet, me, and was brought out at Helmsley, 
where he resided ; so that he did not seek m 
xain ; and not a few more fared as well*. God 
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still owns liis poor, self-abased, and much de« 
spised servant. Though I have been so long, 
absent, and so fully employed, as not to have 
written to Lewes, yet the same faces have conie 
to me when upon my knees as heretofore : and 
I hope, in return, they do not forget me. I^ 
came home with my strength, body, soul, and 
cruse, not a fittlte exrhaiisted. ' But life divinfi isf 
a springing well, to feed the gift, to fill the^ 
heart, and to furnish the mouth : whilie meek-^ 
ness and love melt the stones; soften the clods; 
settle the furrows, and crown the springitig 
well. "Spring up, O well; sing ye 'unto it.^ 
A sleepy devil is like the marsh ague ; it loves 
rocking, soothing, dandling, and nursing.— =-Nd 
remedy but prayer, do I know of. Without 
Christ we can do nothing. Satan works in the 
head, and makes men frantic; in the bowels, 
and convulses ; in the muscles, and cramps us; 
and in the blood, to make us lethargic. But 
he is worst of all in the heart, which is the seat 
of the pld man, and the throne of Satan. Faith 
and prayer, importunity and watchfulness, will 
drive him, and all his attendants. ' Excuse 
ha3te^ the post time is up, 

W. H- S. S, 
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LXVIII. 



Sept. 9^ 1805. 



IHady beloved ip th^ Lord, 



4 HE content^ of your last coipfortf d ni^. Grqd 
^3 promised to renq\y, us in the spirit of our 
ipiqd ; that is, as I conciqive, th? labpur, tpil^ 
and perpetual workiog^ of the mind, arc called 
the spirit of it. Hence we read of the carnal 
mind, and the enmity that wojHs in it ; of the 
worldly mindt and the an^^iety of th?t aft^r 
yrorldly treasure; and pf the vanity of the mind, 
it being defiled, and of its vain workings. But^ 
when the Spirit renews it, and makes known 
the law3 of the Spirit, whigh are written in the 
mind ^nd the conscience, then we are said to. 
have the mind of Christ respecting ourselves. 
Conscience at the bottom doing his office, the 
mind is obliged to attend to its dictates^ and to 
meditate on his reproaches, or on his testimo- 
nies, while heavenly things in the mind bring 
life to the soul, and peace to the conscience. 
It is with the mind, as far as I ani enabled to, 
discern, that God^is pleased ta commune by his 
Spirit: and, as this faculty of the soul cleaves 
to, reclines on, and rests in God*s word, dit- 
tates and counsels; so in proportion is the raind 
composed, fed for meditation, and. cDitertakied 
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witb fre^ dtscoverics; is it h writtdn^ '^ I ^k^^ill 
keep him in perfect peace wHoae mind is stayed 
oil ipe, and will save hin>, because he trustetb 
in me/' Frequent reading and frequent prayer 
feed the mind, and afibrd it matter Jo work on : 
and, as it works, dives, and plows into the mys- 
teries of redemptlpiu so it affords,, matter .6f 
wonder to the understanding^ and matter for 
love to the affections, Hem:e Paul _ says. ". So, 
then with the mind. I serve the law. of God, h\x% 
with the flesh- the law of _- sin/' .Meditation 
greatly eiieouraige3 and stre^gtliens faith; knd 
a full persuasion ia thjp niindv is no less thaiiL 
tiae assurance of fuith^-T-" Let ev^ry. man be 
fully persuaided in his own mind." ;. 

I aniuct a little deli^lUed.witli the con^entf 
of youTii; nor have I been. permitted (9 leay^ 
th6 throne without acknowledging the gfapdt^^ 
qS God to thee in my poor way, ^nd witl^ sorp^ 
degree of gratitude to him, whi<;h springs firpm 
bla own love. For, to tell you the trut;h,I used 
to think that you did not come up to (he stand- 
ard of Christ ; namely, that you had not arrived 
art that state winch fixes and assures the hearty 
and consists Jn these four things. First, such 
a CQinpliance with convictions, as for confessioa 
and prayer to. move in concert with them. 2L 
TP'CQime oat of the. furnace vvitii that submisr- 
stoni to. God's will, which sanctifi?» afflictions, 
aiul.hiijngs peace. ^. Tc^he at^ayppinti of cer^^ 
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taioty aoout the goodness of your state. And* 

4. to delight in God and in his waya, which ia 

called joying in God, (Rom. v. 11.) or the joy 

of hope. - . 

Farewell! Grace and peace he with thee. 

So prays 

S.S. 



I.XIX. 

October 2o, 1805. 

Xhz Doctor's respects to his old companion ia- 
travail. How goes on my fellow citizen of no 
mean city? Christ is the way of life, and the 
gate of life ; and the chief blessiog promised ini 
the heav.enly Jerusalem is this — ?' Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
through the gates into the city/' Here are his 
commandments. — And what are they? Why, 
they are not grievous, but joyous; namely, 
that we helieve on his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us commandments. 
Blessed are they that do them. And what is 
God's blessing? Life for evermore. And he; 
that believes hath everlasting life; and he is 
passed from death to life who loves the hrc* 
thren — ^There is life in the blessing, life in faith,/ 
and life in love. And what is the tree of life?- 
Christ in us the hope of glory. *^ Hope den 



fcrred makes the heart sick, but when the desire 
cometh it is a tree of life." The believer carries 
Christ crucified into heaven with him ; for 
Christ crucified is the tree of life for faith in 
this world, and Christ glorified is the tree of life 
in heaven, ' 

Another blessing of the heavenly Jerusalem' 
is liberty. — The heavenly Jerusalem above is 
free, and she is the mother of us all. " So then 
we are not children of the bond woman, but 
of the free." " Open the gates, that the rightc- 
ous nation that keepeth the truth may enter 
in." ** Receive the truth," says Christ, " and 
the truth shall make you free; and if the Son 
make you free, you shall be free indeed.'* And 
Christ says, " I am the way, the truth, and tWi 
life;" p-nd everv one that is not in the truths 
jior of the truth, is without the gates, through 
which nothing shall" enter that loves or makes 
a doctrinal lie. . . 

The third thing of this adorable city is 
righteousness. ^ This holy city which i§ the 
bride, the Lamb's wife, is clothed in white 
Knen, which is^^ the righteousness of the saints. 
God granted to her to be arrayed in white rai- 
ment, that she might match her bridegroom. 
And what gates are those which lead to the en- 
joyment of this righteousness? '^Open to me 
the gat<?$ of righteousness ; I will go in unto 
them; this gate of the Lord, into which the 
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Christ; he i$ *^ the end pf the Uw for rtghteQu^; 
ixe^s to all that ^eliev^/' Aa our Mediator, he. 
is the gate of life, that le^di to the tree of ]i(b« 
}ie is the gat^ of truths th^t leads to the freer, 
dom of this city; and he is the gate of righto^, 
qi^jiness, that I^gds t6 the enjoyment of the 
^hit^ lineQ, which is peculiar tQ the citizens of 
t^h^rt free city. The^e thre® g%te^ are openi 
ea3t> west, uorth ^nd ^putbi ^nd so ifiake twelve. 
** Gq through, go ihroiiigh the gates; east up, 
qast up the l^jgh way ; lift up the standard,'* &c. 
I have som^ suspi^iqfi^ that iny fti^d is lovir, 
4^rl^, ai^d bewUder^4 ^ I thiuH, »a4*l I ^. 
l^.eve ; a^d ^9t t]^p^% scraps \i^ill coQie in diiA 
l^qp, Wbi^l^ I i^^ist ^ii^i»it te your ji^^^flftt 

The Doctor. 



BEt-OVBD, 

J v^l ^pfry to, be^ i^tj/ve^H. tjh^^ jtllw bfuMi 
been ^ ill, .l?p<|^«5e pcx «^qHn«^ 9f c% ^.»* * % 
singly ^MtP)i^9Tk- : Th<{ wljple ^riftx fjf €o.wm|>„ 
tiqns t»lj,€ advaj^t^ pjf.i^wcb tiis^fti fQr\S*toa 
ig, 9 preheat, a very pre$fiijt pli^gftp^ jn «*'0Fy tiODt 
9;f trpublCi aQd mystery up; all, bu. legjk^ft to qIh 
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« 

Gpd is Jibout to purge the braiich* But in 
the^e trying times we se^ the devil and his 
malice; corru[>tion and all ita works; and the 
l^oly law of God, and the bc^ndage it genders. 
But, ^s soon as the gentleness and meekness of 
Christ opprate, y^e see the better king, the bet- 
ter crop qf grace, and the better cpvenant ; and 
by these means are we taught to distinguish the 
qld from the ne\Y* 

There is a needs be for a fire in Zioii, ^nd a 
furnace in Jerusalem. Gpd will build up t^ic 
throne of his dear Son tp ^11 generations., and 
you know tha^ his thrOne-is in 55 ion, and it i? 
charity ^ that ^difieth, buildeth np, or raiseth m 
edifipe. And he promisesr to cirGumcise-pur 
heartis to love^ii^n; ^ Wfeeii loy^j Avaxes coU^ bi^ 
thrpne ^^otteys^ and the subject is halting or 
wavering betwixt two. The furnace is to purge 
this dross ; and wheii MsicteTivering and renew- 
ing powier is felt the SQul melts, kisses the rod, 
submits to his will, confesses his just deserts, 
and embraces bim again with the .mo^t cordial 
affection, begging it may never be so again* 
Biit as long as there' is despetate'-wtckedHessia 
the hearti so long tke^ fire inti»t-reinain iir Zioni 
and ihe ^Ifiily iprofi^ be J^rae by a^l tfasft wiH 
follo^ tl^e J^samb. Body ^d sou^l are bptii 
Grod'a Mr'pr% but sin is iiqtj. Body and spuli 
eirep, to t)>p 'l^i^i^s 9fi1lv? head, shall be ^ayedi 
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t t. 



LXVIII. 



Sept. 9^ 1805. 



B^ady b^loy^d \n the Lord, 



4 HE coAtent^ of your last comforted xn^. GJqd 
^3 prQipised to reDcyir. us in the spirit of our 
iniqd ; that is, as I conciqiye, th? labour, toil^ 
and perpetual workings of the mind, are called 
the spirit of it. Hence we read of the carnal 
mind, and the enmity that worHs io it ; of the 
worldly mind, and the an^jiety of th*t aftfr 
yrorldly treasure; and of the vanity of the mind, 
it being defiled, and of its vain workings. Butj 
when the Spirit renews it, and msikes known 
the l^w$ of the Spirit, whigh are written in the 
niind| and the conscience, then we are said to. 
have the mind of Christ respecting ourselves. 
Conscience at the bottom doing his office, the 
mind is obliged to attend to its dictates^ and to 
meditate on his reproaches, or on his testimo- 
nies. While heavenly things in tlie mind bring 
life to the soul, and peace to the conscience. 
It is with the mind, as far as I am ena,bled to 
discern, that God- is pleased to commune by his 
Spirit: and, as this faculty of the soul cleaves 
to, reclines on, and rests in God^s word, dic- 
tates and counsels; so in proportion is the mind 
composed^ fed fcH* meditation/ and entertained 
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north winds,. and by the fogs and the frosts; 
all of which* are. so many warnings and eject- 
ments before the earthly house of this taber- 
pacle be untiled and dissolved ; and, when re- 
duced to its origin, it will be raised up again^ 
and be clothed upon with our house which is 
from above. To prepare for this, change, to lay 
MP ^ gP^^ foundation against that day, is the 
most important and the most weighty business 
that belongs to the workmen, and to the work- 
manship of God in. us ; which is intended to 
quicken, to animate, and to give us spiritual af- 
fections for heavenly things; and sensations 
also that we may feel them^ know them, be as- 
sured of their reality, and live in the enjoy- 
ment of them, and be constrained to a loving 
and grateful acknowledgment thereof. And 
these are intended to give us motion; also that 
we:may breathe^ pant,. and long after them, and 
move towards them, as to our centre and chief 
good. 

The feet of that soul are faith and affec- 
tions : these move the soul as they feel, bear,, 
and| carry the body. Hence the saint is said ta 
walk by faith, and idolaters to doat and follow 
after their lovers; and to understand these foot-. 

• • • 

steps, (called the footsteps of the flock, and a 
treading in the footsteps of the fajth of our father. 
Abraham) is what is meant by the feet slippiijig,, 
aad the steps being almost gone, ^The.\yhol<> 



U hotmgcm bdl fkitb failing, ibvg giVHi^ ¥if 
to ^hihitj, and tUb affeetioiis beih^ kUetl^ted 
fhbrri Godi WHieh isj and iriait be; the tSie witfi 
all ipostates; v^hd fall n6i; down r\b^ iniH 
trouble, ndh frbln their first Idve^ or fi-oth theiif 
bv^n stifadfilsth^fe, but VvHd fall aUray. " Hi 
^it beli^veth shsH iidt thake haste." I^^ ciii' 
kbi i^ut fdi-tli'his ov^ti ft^itH iiito actibri; hbr citit 
all tH<i ihiihdeHHg prfichcrsin the wdlld 6nvi 
Hi Faith iS the hdly Sbififs *rbrk; it is i fmtt 
6fi gractibf Wi }>latiting; fend the huriti and 
he^LHare thi seat} Xhk life, and riiofibns of i(; 
Whilfe the acts, exereises, atiiJ Ufcofkings df it idc- 
pfend solely u (fori tHfe opeiutidrts of the hiost 
holy Spirit of Grid: H cute fait liinoVeS By 
frei^h discoveries or rays of light ; by diffeffefif 
changes, feeKngti; and sensations; and. iindfcf 
differtrit operations ; arid acl^ jtiid trtoves Fwm 
one foot-hold to another,* "i^ Ood is pleased iS 
riiit or mstfce atry diseelvferies of himseFf ia the? 

soul. ^'^^-^ ''- 

ThciinntJiv^wSkenti^d, alafirieci, arid quickened 
by the SpiHt, lays fast hold of thd justicfe6f God; 
his truth, holiness, and iiif mutability ; <v^hile fahh, 
hy this view and thisf sense, purifies uS frohi our 
Arange idol — I mean, i Odd all mercy ; xvhiclt 
is a false and lying opinion, unworthy df God, 
and dishonourable to him. fiut when the m^rc^^ 
of God in Christ appears^ add melts and soft^bi^ 
&e envious OMnd ittto contrrt2oh and cdtAf- 
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pliance, thfs produces repentance tcmards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Upon this hope springs up, and a peaceable 
calm succeeids ; which, whether known or un- 
known to the souly is the friiit and effect of iiii- 
puted righteousness, asid of justification by it; 
for ^^ the righteousness of Christ is to all, and 
upon all that believe." Next to this a reconcile 
Faiher is apprehended in Christ JfesuS, and soii- 
ihip IS made Aianifest by faith in him. And 
Upon this love, in sorile degree or other, fetilargei 
the heart. ^^ We haye," (says Jqhn) 'VbeU^teid 
(tie iDVe that God hath t6 us/' From (tiese et- 
^etiences the steps Qf faith at^ taken^ just as^ 
tolargement with G(bd in prayer, or refresh- 
metii fronl him in tlic miaiis, or deliWraAcif 
ffotti trdubW, appear ; or as encouraging p'rd- 
lttii<^s^ are sf)oketi ; or as comfortdble visits dnd 
Mdi;ilglEJti<fes aVd granted; 

I bit* ruii on it Jmf ddd fate, but y6u vnll 
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4 

Not. 28, IS&S. . 

-To my. old companion ia soul travsul, and dearly 
beloved in the Lord^ the Coalbeaver sendetb 
greeting- 

JLhe gout in the body^ and that which is pe« 
culiar to tl>e pocket, do operate different ways; 
and what is good for the former is of little use 
to the latter. I have been free from this epi* 
demical disease all this winter, though L do not 
believe that I have one near relation in the 
flesh that is ever free from itj either in the 
winter or summer, it being a family disorder, 
constitutional,. and hereditary. But yours lies 
in the vitals; mine in the extremities^ How-* 
ever, there is one sovereign remedy, tliat is ir- 
resistible; which neither cold nor heat, ague 
nor fever, chilling damps, nor parching winds, 
can ever withstand — and that is faith in, and 
prayet to, the all-wise, divinely-skilled, and om- 
nipotent Saviour of helpless sinners. And I 
have at times thought that, if there is a worth- 
less worm in the British isles who can assert 
this with confidence, the presumptuous rebel 
(as I am often called) and the despicable, stink- 
ing Antinomian (as some call me) can with all 
boldness affirm this. No disorder or disease; 



Ao fdd without! or foe withirt; no bodily or 
ghostly enemy ; no corporeal or spiritual irifix- 
Tttityj eouldf ever withstand, mueh less repel, 
the force of' believing and persreverfng prayer, 
p^« u^ to the great Physician, or to the Father 
df all! itterciefe in the gi^eat Phydciah's name. 
And' the more this holy way to the throne is 
trodden, the more smooth and easy it becomes; 
the more faith is employed in this way, the 
stronger and boldter she grows ; and tbe more 
on* poor petitions are repeated, the greater are 
their returns ; yea, these proceedings assure us 
of divine audience, of attention, and of redress. 
This is the new navigation, opened for the ves- 
sels of mercy, where all wise merchantmen 
should seek their goodly pearls. The worst 
diseases in this world are the leprosy, the plague 
of the heart, the dead palsy, and that of being 
bom blind. The blood of sprinkling cures the 
first, sovereign grace the second, the promise of' 
liffethe third*; and he counsels us to buy eye- 
salve of him to expel the deadly and dismal' 
gloom from- the mind and understanding. 

I wish you was as free from your gouty' 
haiiit a» I am from mine, that I might congratu- 
late you on your happy recovery. However, 
the new man is incapable of all this train of 
disease5, and of the infections of the old man, 
the sole cause of them all. " That which is 
bom of the Spirit is spirit;" and we know that 

o 
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divine light and life, faith and hope, love and 
joy> peace and comfort, are of God; nothing 
can be added to these, nor any thing taken 
from them : and God does this work that men 
should fear before him; and the fear of the 
Lord is his treasure. But, though these things 
are begun, they are, not complete. There is 
room for more love, more joy, more light, more 
life, and more peace. But Christ is ascended 
on high that he might fill all things; that is, 
that every treasure of grace might be filled with 
glory; and this he promises to do: ^^ I lead in 
the way of righteousness, in the midst of the 
paths of judgment; that I may cause those 
that love me to inherit substance, and I will fill 
their treasures." This will be the accomplish- 
ment of the good work begun ; and this being 
set before us leaves room for appetite^ for de* 
sires, longings, and cravings, which I believ« 
Nvill never cease where the Holy Spirit once 
sends his divine influence through the soul, un^ 
til we are filled with all the fulness of God. 
Many, many earnests^ pledges, tokens, fore- 
tastes, first fruits, &c. are given by the way, to 
assure us of this sociable and all satisfying ban-* 
^uet; after which we shall hunger no mof<^ 
nor thirst any more. Adieu I , ,. 

The Doctor. 



\us 
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I 

t 

t)ec. 22, 1806, 

I DO not expect my beloved friend to answef 
every scrap that may fly to him from me ; he 
has much on his hands. At times I find a ftw 
leisure hours, when I send a few fragments of 
the bread of life to those who are quickened to 
feel an appetite, and whose perishing state has 
changed their vitiated stomachs to relish and 
savour of the bread of heaven and the passoyer 
offering, which choice fare seldom goes a beg- 
ging. . You complain of being a dunce, and of 
easCj &c. The Laodicean cliurch wanted eye- 
salve ; arid for want of this she was all fulness, 
all wealth, all sufficiency. But the unction is 
to make her appear wretched^ miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked; tliat faithj the wedding robe, 
and the ointment of Clnist, might be embraced.. 
In this view we Ijave both our beggary, and 
the true richeS; and I believe that the Spirit of 
divine revelation, in the knowledge of Christ, 
will never let the child of God finally lose sight 
Qf either of these. A sight of self counteracts 
pride, and Christ's fulness forbids despair. 
. I often feel myself in your dead, careless^ 
unsavoury and ungrateful frame. But, being 
conscious that by terrible things in righteous^ 

o 2 
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ness I must be brought out of the lethargy, 
and of the rickets, which my cowardly soul 
much dreads; as soon as I find it, I plead hard, 
though with little life, and tell him how he 
finds fault with those who have a name to live 
while dead; with the preacher who did not 
strengthen the things which were ready to die, 
and how much I am indebted to his grace; 
likewise of his promise to water us every mo- 
iwent, that our life should not whither; and of 
being fruitful in old age, to shew that God 
is upright; then again of his promise, that 
those who scatter shall increase, and they that 
water shall be watered also themselves, &c. 
I persist in this, and am sure to feel an altera- 
tion whenever I adopt this method* And, find- 
ing this, I continue to offer thank offerings, and 
try all day long to watch and observe, that no 
undeserved favour may pass unnoticed or unac- 
knowledged, knowing that these are all the 
tributes of his empire, and the only revenues of 

his realm. 

I, 

These^things, my dear brother, are weighty 
matters with me, to which I attend every day 
of my life ; and they are now become so custo- 
mary and habitual, that I find my account in it, 
and therefore hope, by God's help, to be un- 
wearied and indefatigable in these poor simple 
offerings; which I know come up with accept- 
ance on God's altar, nor do they return empty 



197 

to the gentile Levite. All our fruit is found in 
him ; and both the incense and the fire must 
be obtained from his fulness by the prayer of 
faith, before they can be offered up. Daily ex- 
perience teaches this. All the sweet things 
with which the soul is nourished are conveyed 
to us from his treasure, while our gmteful. ac- 
knowledgments are his sweet repast. "I bav^;, 
eaten my honeycomb with my honey, I have/ 
drank my wine with my milk; -eat, O friends,, 
drink ; yea, drink abundantly, O my beloved." 
But now to business: I have a desire, if 
God should permit me to die a natural deaths, 
to lay my bones near to those of his Excel- 
kncy ; and James and aid Peg B. would like t^ 
sleep by me. I have children enow in London 
to fill the vault at Petersham, who perhaps will 
iK>t be able to convey themselves further off. 
I wish therefore to know whether a bit of ground 
can be obtained, and what the expense of such 
a vault would be. Do, if time will permit, set 
some friend to examine and estimate it, and you 
will much oblige, dear brother, 

Yours in the best of all bonds, 
with love to dame, 

The Doctor, 



Ida 



I.XX1V. 

Jan. 1^ 180}^. 

Onb appellation given to the church is that of 
an army with banners ; and, when faith is at 
work and united prayers are ascending, it is 
more than all the forces of Persia, Rome, or 
Greece, How often have I seen the spirit of 
Satan chased out of all the company of the 
saints, and out of all their prayers, hearts and 
affections, wfien the tares, thie children of the 
wicked one, have been sown among the wheat; 
which have sometimes appeared in disaffection, 
sometimes in pride, dissension, discord, conten- 
tion, scorn, heresy, sloth, qr slumbering, or dead 
sleep. Two or three, getting together in prayer, 
have pursued, chased, driven and beaten Satan 
out of all his coverts, till he has been obliged to 
quit the regions of consecration, and all the bor- 
ders of holy ground, and his adherents with him; 
insomuch that not one of his seed has ever ap- 
peared among us ^gain; but, being discovered 
and cast forth as a branch they have withered 
away; and men, wicked men gather them into 
their company, which dries them up, and makes 
them fit fuel for Tophet. Isaiah xxx. 33. 

The sleepy devil came on me first at Ewellj 
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when I had scarcely any flesh ou my bones ; and, 
not suspecting to find the devil administering 
opium and rocking tlie cradle, I strove, bowed, 
cried and prayed — but all in vain; the moment I 
bowed my knees, or took a book, I was fn a 
sound sleep. When I wanted, in the morning, to 
be up at prayer, arid to work, down I was lulled, 
and all the senses I had were locked up, and all 
life and motion were gone; and at this I laboured 
till I was all but mad. To remedy it, I Went 
to bed at six in the evening ; but twelve hours 
rest afforded me not the least satisfaction. At 
length I suspected something infernal, and 
prayed accordingly; when eventually I gained 
a little ground, for which I thanked God and 
took courage; and soon after put to flight the 
devil, and all the sleepy, drowsy, slumbering 
army of these aliens.' Next came the same 
complaint from a poor man, who had in like 
manner been invaded. We went the same 
way to work ; when Satan's abode there being 
fcoon discovered, and he routed, he went to one 
or two more. And not long since he attacked 
L. S. but could not get himself confirmed in his 
lodgings. Since that he has fled to and seized 
Mrs. M, and gained such ground as to lull her 
to sleep on her knees by the bed-side, till in the 
morning she has been almost frozen; and there 
he kept his ground for nine or ten months, but 
is now routed from thence; and I know that 
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neither the k^ng of pride^ nor the priace of lvA\^ 
can ev.er stand before the indwelling of the Holjr 
Ghost in x^s, ^nfi the intercession of our liigh- 
priest in the holy of holies, eteirQ^l in tbi^ bea^ 
yens : apd this is evapgeliqal, sound, and divine 
speech, which cannot be copdemned. 

I wish you to h\iil4 the vault, if nQt oife^^ 
five to the flock, and 99 close to his Excellency a0 
may be ; for one house is better w<sU filled than 
two spoiled; and, as devils are plagues to others* 
they do best together. My kind, sincere, hearty 
and Christmas love to Pame, and accept the 
same yourself from the 

COALHKAVEB, S, S, 



I RECEivrp the letter of my companion in tra- 
vail and companion in trouble. What he hinti 
at, I mean the works of the devil, is true, Satan 
Jives upon five sorts of provision. Dust shall 
be the serpent's meat ; upon the sins of the flesh 
and blood he feeds, flesh and blood being but 
dust and ashes. But his choicest dish is that 
of wreaking his vengeance on the meek^ lowly, 
and childlike, disciples of Jesus; these lambs 
being in his bosom, and these little ones being 
bis cb^ef care and concern, and which hav^ no 
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Qthin' weapOBs than the ^sTitnpliclty of the gospel^ 
h^ wait3 every opportMiity to vent the spleen 
of M^ infernal rage upon them; bat out of 
^e mouths of these babes God has ordained 
Strength to perfect praise, that he might still 
the enemy and the aveogcr. He is the eternal 
enemy of God for his banislung and cursing of 
him ; and labours to avenge himself on the AU 
mighty, by venting his desperation upon the 
feeble favourites of heaven, whom he knows 
God loves. His third diet i» pride; hence 
called a king over all the children of pride; h« 
works in the rich to be proud of their wealth ; 
in the pharisee and bond child to boast of their ' 
profession ; and in the unguarded believer to 
be proud of bis gifts, his attainments, and even 
of his comfortable frames ; if a spirit of meek- 
ness, contrition, and self-abasement do not coun* 
tcract it. The derils fourth dish is lying; he 
sets up false gods, and represents the true one 
in a false light; he furnishes false prophets with 
false doctrine, and leads them to trust in a false 
heart, and to persevere in false worship, which 
is walking in falsehood. Fifthly, murder is his 
bent, both body and soul ; he seeks whom be 
may devour, and to the most faithful servants 
that he hath he is the most cruel; witness Saul^ 
Ahithophel, and Judas ; none of whom the devil 
killed, for this would have been his own sin^ 
and have added a fresh link to his. chains but he 
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When I arrived in the chapel on Saturday 
eve, I had an account of the struggle of the 
catholics labouring to get loose, to swallow up 
Zion. Then came Satan, and beat to arms, in 
order to alarm, awaken, and muster up his 
legions of inbred corruption; and, when the 
prince of this world cometh, how many of these 
does he find in me? I had little sleep, and in the 
morning was so cold and dead, so backward and 
inactive, so stubborn, perverse, and refractory, 
that I murmured, fretted, and complained bit- 
terly; but when I went into the pulpit, and 
began to open my month, the salt, the cruse of 
oil, the springing well, the fountain of life, and 
wisdom's flowing brook, seemed all in motion 
together; light, life and love, joy and peace, 
spread their fragrant incense, and odoriferous 
perfumes all over the spouse's robes. No Doctor, 
no Rev. Mr. Huntington was there. " Wis- 
dom killed her own beasts, furnished her own 
table, prepared her own bread, mingled her own 
wine, bid her own guests, and entertained her 
own friends. " Eat, O friends ; drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O beloved." And since that 
time I have soared aloft, and flowii my kite al- 
most out of sight; so that I was in danger of 
breaking the string. But all this is now over; th^ 
Lord is gone on his way, and I am returned to 
my place, to bewail my fete, lament my loss, 
and to reflect upon time« past. How trying ar? 
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these eontfeual ^hm^'^s, always craving,- but 
merer full! Hmv tr^u^i-ent are our visits! How 
short-lived are our jays ! But you and I get old, 
and I have no> desire to be young again. "The 
end of a thing 13 better than the beginning, and 
the day of death than the day of one^s birth/* 
A chosen vc^el is born to trouble both at his first 
and at his second birth ; but death ends it. 
These cold days and nights have shrivelled the 
Doctor quite up; and it is too cold and chilly 
to venture out. 

Farewell ! the best of all blessings be upon 
thee. 

W. H. S. S. 



LXXVII. 

March 20, I8O7. 



BELOVED, 



± CANNOT help sending you a fev/ lines upon 
the present prospects of Zion's calamity. I have, 
from the first appearance of Satan's coming 
down among us with great wrath, (by the in-r 
stramentality of Tom Paine) seen the spirit of 
the disaffected in a most awful and perilous 
light. They have all along appeared to me as . 
persons completely taken and entangled in that 
hour of temptation : and I have watched not. a^ 
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fewj but never yet have seen one, trhetherpro* 
fessor or profane, either prosperous or in peaces 
And true it is that one sin never comes alone—* 
"Man knows the beginning of sin; but who 
bounds the issues thereof?" says Spiraii. These 
disaffected ones will, I doubt not, be the means 
of bringing in the man of sin j though I believe 
that this was far from the thoughts of many of 
them, and even now many of them do not wish 
it; but, being united in the same spirit, and 
having once wished them God speed, they shall 
and wilt share in all the evils they do; and must 
be partakers of these men's sins. 

The diifcrent passages of scripture, which 
appear to me to point out the future progress 
of popery, are the following. " And when he 
shall have accomplished to scatter the power of 
the holy people all these things shall be finished,'^ 
Dan. xii. 7- These holy people are in this 
island, and I believe there are but few eke- 
where. The catholics are now labouring, and 
the jacobins with them, to get into the army 
and navy, in order to influence both. Next 
they will get into the houses of parliament; 
and when once they can carry their point there 
the outer court will be given to the Gentiles, 
which means the Romans, Rev. xi. 2. When 
they have got possession of this, mass will be 
read in the churches, and popery in all its 
branches will be the established religion of 
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Great Britain. Ancl, as for our dead formalists^ 
the Arminians also, and all the old dead and dry 
dissenters, these must, unite with them; for 
" all that dwell upon the earth shall worship the 
beast, whose names are not written in the book 
of life of the Lamb slain from the. foundation of 
the world," Rev. xiii. 8. Having thus gotten 
possession of the outward court, the efstablished 
church, and grasped all power, civil, ecclesiasti- 
cal and military, they will then abolish the act 
of toleration, and scatter the power of the holy 
people; when they will get- at the temple and 
the inward spiritual worshippers, and put a final 
stop to all real worship, and silence the wit- 
nesses of God ; which are called two, including 
both churches and m.ipisters. And, when they 
have finished their testimony, the beast that as- 
scended out of the bottomless pit shall make 
war against them, and shall overcome them, 
and kill them ; '' And their dead bodies shall lie 
in the street of the great city. And they of the 
people, and kindreds, and tongues, and nations, 
shall see their dead bodies three days and an 
half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to 
be put in graves," Rev. xi. 8, 9. This seems 
to be the last effort of the man of sin, 

• The death of these witnesses seems to be a 
political one, or slaying them as witnesses, that 
is, silencing them all together. And then the 

* « * • * 

pope ** shall plant the tabernacles of his pakce 
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between the »€fas in his glorioils holy motohad; 
yet he shall comerito/ im^ end, and none shall 
help lym,'' Dan. xi. +, 5. " And at that time 
shalr ]Vltcnael st«id itp, the great prince ; aod 
«l¥erc shML be^a ^^b -of-ti^tkibie ^h Soever 
%as -Sftice .Ibfere ^/Wls 4 -tbtson ;'' "but' i^e effect 

ihalt'b^- ifeHvferM', "'T>i«; ^«i'- 1^ And -wheix 
Mickel sfend*ujj*tlie !idiy Spirit will descend;, 
^is Hirieof trtJuWe-Will lasiS three ycaris and. 
al half. -• '^ Andaft6r flirec ^days *and i half the 
Sbfrit df life £rwn<?oid entered into them,'* (the 
islam witiiesiscsi) c^ And ^the^ stood npt)h their 
ftet,"ani}^rfeat ?IBar'fett iipon them which satr 
tihem. i Ahd th^'^lieard a great vd^^ 
veA, saying utit64:hetTr,Corii'e np hMef . ~ Atrd 
they ascfejideVt ^tfpifT^' cloud/* and ^ippfeate'd 
<^ce inioit a cteud^ (if witnesses; for (jod, Rev. 
5fl: 1 f.; ^ Ati J tinder this disjptey ofpower, from 
tlix§ cloud df Witnesses, themati of sin will be 
disc6\nered-, iiy the light; abd be^ ^6iistitBed by 
Ite'spiiH't'of the'Edrd's moirth;' and the teii 
Erug^ in Eiitope,' wllic'h' now Keip the wWc 
(^ein^'^MveVted), \fiil then' haf e her, strip her, 
iM;hWhen'Rev:kvh\ '!()?''' ' 7 

'*- Oui' pbor,' iioik'siy and' faittiful king seeiiis lb 
tfe flielfreath4iE*toiii' hbstrtls, foV^iinde^ his shadow 
i*%f-no^ dwell atn&hg the'h^4ifhe6';'but'when" he 

i^Tlitidved tlte prospect Wilibfear a ta&rb gloomy 
aspect. .--."•: 

Farewelii the I<ord Weis the* ! Ever yours, 

' ~ W.H. S.S. 



..'J 
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Mays, 1807. 

1 DROP a few lines to inform my dear friend 
that next Sunday I shear my sheep, and the 
Sunday following is ordinance day with us. I 
generally leave the table about five o'clock, at 
which time I intend to set off from the chapel 
door in a post chaise; to sleep that night at 
Godst(Hie, and to dine the next day at the vicar^^ 
age. Poor James and old Peg accompany me; 
and I hope I shall come in the fulness of the 
blessings of the gospel of peace. I long much 
to see my old friends, as I now feel that I get 
old| feeble, and sioon tired. But the anchor of 
hope within seems firm, and keeps me watching^ 
waiting, expecting, and looking out for the pro<f 
mised reward of inheritance, though of all crea- 
tures the most unworthy of it. But the gifts 
and calls of God are without repentance. • God 
has repented that he made man, and often re* 
pents of the evils denounced against man ; but 
he never repents of giving him life, nor of call- 
ing hito either to grace or glory. He takes plea- 
sure in all that fear him, and in all that hope ia 
kis mercy. I should wish this kept secret, that 
the vicarage be not crowded with boarders and 
lodgers when I come. 

God .bless my friend. 

The Coalheaver, 



^prth and ^^eM* pf jyer,: aiid^ exi^rdaes itself 
ilpon her pwnFatber and bis fulness Hope 
watches, waits, and :Bxpe<:t$ her: wclcoimt rc^^ 
t|»m;,wbc« Jix^ye ^irtbraQc^^^lhe j&Bf ply, a^ 
a|pd& up>hi^r gratefji^l ^eknoFtedgraeBt^rto hec^ 
i||^t.b9witif4lt.«lipp}ier ^od'»f>80ftifl©8. r<^^ Anakd^ 

uf<»;;jBy; g«!^egijf|hftlilih^o3l»ce*:«ayift)W!'Oi^ 

fef^u^t^rimmfrJL»i^J9w,eQt^^ savour: m 

OS G5<|fl)|j|jftyg^hjfe iji^^h^^^^ QWia<^pknted gHaeea^t 
apj4 v^§?ii^Ql<Q<2 lof cjyery gmcb: ahd fruit ihab 
hiS:^l?)*^:LPWli«iS*- J ./' Ih^ fifter pf:.the LMdr^iE 
Hmk tsroasuyfl-i" :^rJSf lif.tei^a^ pl^asute iu theai that 
fgar biBj^ ri^j ihipj^rtiiat hope ia . bis^ AercyiY-*** 
B«ythe%l?iQ.-rn!y^ good audi faithfabscr^ 

vant." Love. — " Because he , ha£h jel: hip dipM^ 
upon me, thergfoir^i >ya[ f deli^^ him ; I will set 
hiig pn J[i|gh;because he hath kno^vn my name." 
Humility.--God .dwelisr.witli^the humble and 
contrite heart.— Meekness. " Leara.iyf me, for 
I anj meek and Ipwly .'*--" The meek will he 
guido: ;iq ju^g^cnt ; the meek will he teach his 
way.".. Seif-lothing.— -" You shall lot1tey?>ur- 

^^\" ^yM^^^t^itl)^ wfM !^ hi§:fethier<. .. . , > v.-; 

biiS%*?»(ffiif b^Qye^i.aiie! the^I^or^'a own .plan- 

*!i&^ rHfiW;:t^^e ,t^. Jieav«ijly^ guteftj Wow; 
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u^fiit ;t1iese tlie'3s1uiwer» of ikleishlg^fidt r~ upoii- 
tirpseL the-dcMB^of Aeaven^dkcilk, "^iwdei^ whiciv 
the dsudrdHuieTdind: the 'drooping i&ttit-wViv!«f. 
*hA'wa,kh tad vkigf 'ye' f\va 6w^ iit'dMst^ ^i^ 
thy dewr ia.iaB?4fla^-«le«riof fm^'^:^ ^fii^ittMOc^ 
t^e' satiit a s«^eier>9<i'baf tm^Q 0^d',^^^l^ '^Melt 

tTifc, wcHtTiof^^eodJiif •to1iftitejtiat*^^klid^ }^^ 
t(ri«fH;dvscaitdi«byl{fe, to^^^rlfwi'afld i^^&kdt^^ 
UK rmdvK {gidifamift«^''/to.Tst!t%ngthelis3«Dd'»B«i^ 

courage, to animate and support the saiirtj^wli^ 
|\iefn:h^df3irtdt^qfittti]ir«r^iA#^'^tidi!jg{t^i(iit^ so 

thBlgmoe'toK^otbft*^ Wjl^airks mftt'tiiS ^^W' 
aQubdci^ieUoiitq -qd^se^BBund Sf^'y^6ulidi'-^htf^ 
dBrf4fteot(i a«d>TW0Vfe Inp^^cert^getfiW/^icHr 
tr«Wvtroihi*pi-o«Hi^crs %t*^j^M sbtinff,' NvH^^ 
gi»ednMi»bjb«i«i<i9»S a»r6ke^se!rda%:«s'^!(f# 

ls<C»r^b|uinic^ sd? ■ Ye^t«may ' "Berrif ":ortBa0di"<ie^ 
ebgrf tefctfr««t feiSikreted t1ie'd6(?tor'S''^ti^^ilfi- 
am this day ith^<^fbVe lying (*<my^ai%^ to'JrS^ 
ewfitj aw* H-iftatne^iiddeiily Tii- hiy mibrf to^^nd 
« K»e ito^^kijs, ftietfd ; fVoW VBieK imptiKe l%6ht^ 



"chide untfers^ are at a low ebb with y^u« J 
liave been for sbtn^ time pa^ watching tlie m^ 
tioins, acttogs,' goings osit, and returnings of 
^laith. When tny m!nd is serene, calm, and com- 
'posed; and tcOhscdence in undisturbed peaces 
^en faith goes forth and works. afl)6ng the ia*- 
visible realities oTthc world to^coilne ; she fetches 
back past experiences^ past prevideitees, and 
^ast-deliveriEUH^es ; and this encoutages and anir 
tnates the scniL She look^^ Wilhm, aiad the heart 
is fixed ; she looks arotind> iod the blessings of 
^providence Arid grace environ her abont. ^' Witi^ 
^vOur wilt tfaou compass t%eni'as with a shield^'' 
But, as'50on as Satan btegins to move (which hji^ 
is sure to do wben the Author (^ all realpeacte 
- seems- to withdraw), then he puts fr^sfa vigour 
into his inbred corruptioiis. He calls up tittr 
belief and carnal reason to assist her. Re stii^ 
^up enmity, legal bondage; and slavish fear, U> 
assist thenir -'Then comes on the-old, disiaa], 
gloomy vail, to obseuit^ every ^fe^idettee and 
every^ tokeu for good. At such times as these 
it may truly bfi-.5ai4 ." .WhSTS . is your faith ?** I 
observe that at such times she stays at home, 
to prop up and sqppfirtr thp heart; tohold^fast 
and keep carcfiilly what we have got: and J 
have at times wondered to feel how firm the 
l^att bas • remdiot^d, MrhiJd^£h« s^^ea^fdld ^tonq 
}^as beat on theliniid'stid'liekd. ^H* sballi)<fk 
be a^aid of^ eVB tmn^; ^m licart i* fix^ 



|fai€ most fMit^^le prpmise?, ,^d, >^r«|t& -^,4gg- 

4}^tv Md jrWii gor^ IfOfUl. 9g«iBo 
i^lheiti that fi9(ake mei^^ And thu^ failh t^ign§ 
fi^rtd oitercpneitB tlie Mrorj^dand all that t$. tirtlie 
ilhrotJd. vW&il^ tlie mai of faitht;{|^t,iJ%Ai^ 
"afq^ittPQe .9f ijb» ^ spring v geai(ii)(S^ th?. £^JPK 
f^)^St9^ iti ,»ndtlue victory jj^- oji^t^tln^) is aicfib 
^iiciaiia thftn gpUv titipjigb it^jie tried will) fi|fL 
sFliitlv iit$}pd*ai/^^$ ^t^,|[i(as.tife tialt; Jtbe.Sp^j|t 
.pl^a^% ifc agd^jWate^vi^i^iMi ^^y.^fiarU it gaf^hf^ 

*lf«i^f ajMimW»%tSr»ast»ti^p.*p4i?«^%r^^^ 






rt I . 



. ':^c ,■■.":• ^'/h;l ;:ry'' IgJv' v;i^bvi>;> ^r>'^^' ^"^'tk 
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ihtrfaim^MGed^pwaBM^io < wkilowledgit aiib for 
hb'OWO^ jaod;t))«{t wi^iebftllr cUtim bim a&'oiim; 
'i;kere ' ^s jio^ifl^ ^>i ttm) or jdi vioe ^ but : whit 
a^fll %t^pi ihtf&w (^ the iBtatenr firacen^m 

iUviii»e!pati)Mv;W^i9hrn9 fn«|ter<«iil9iMiibj so am 

fBi9 0n%9tt:'m «Hfjb«s ^lii«U i/kAl Oftate iMth is 
gsU^mtlDl p)tee»l:j»«^/;i««^,vfiwrerflcei9ht3e^:aiili 

^IJW '. kftlyt" I) flifpi$bfl?)iii»^'i) i<e«t»||iQny nor im 

^»eaiJbenpltfifW 69gBlhfiC« *f»fiHtlttfe)>'.aije{:th< 
^y s ^^ if )fJeb$o|itj^>2flii9cJnbBS tJwy wd^ofiyatawl 

that the fire must remain in Zion, and thecfeiU 
nacei j^ ^rpif&lem. But it will not be always 
so; grace- shall not only reign over sin, but 
(fthall outlive it. The incorruptible seed shaH 
terminate in an incorruptible harvest ; the body 



Ibevunchrcamcifiei^ iMr^^hcE^ ^j«^iii -^^Vpte^ 
jBtie:\ce aid in^'«^wt%ggte> betCw^kt «tt<«uL.tw« 

8^ ^iOasK %iae& faMik: Umb ^Mki^ iiiM]ttl|<cc^ Mt 

in«<>agJgiikts;t«<#:»^#rdilAiltMrr«iyn|». ^iKtClif 

love seems lost in the fog. I hav^^MtJP^fii^ 

m^ brciitlfifetUi^ tlfdi^lagfr<«i%^ to%^if^ 
¥1# fiv|il ^r I tfaiati,' W ! d^4oii^ «dl^ Ir^iflg' Witf? 
l;en;>a!Dd.atfa3^4»IUv«»ry diflkcilt Id^Hsdettcl. \BiL§ 
I'Uippes^^ tiatne SoaMdMM h^' Intliis^tesf 
Ainoisci >tbae ;«)^ taunt>«^es«l6«)^'^ these 'dtii- 
tUing^j wiiiohf ve^dthi old iHah."VIt i^ h^i 
crcto, ^eom^iikive; > nBr> ^tf^ j> <^f < b^t - iKtIsftd W 
AoiD9"..ii ^-''Si .i>'.H.'i nt ijiemji IoO-tj .'p(ii •a.', :i.ii-' 
E.^6.v;U T»<i :'-tf! I'lOi Ji jud . .'.Ti:)iflKD.ijft «^ S;-n" 
i«d ,;;!« i-jvi n.;J>i vino 3«-irr iSfiila sssiii, ,»»o 
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.'.fH^ CaSfSj ob ht^td the Yrovideticey bduad for the ¥A 
J WitoQi^ the O^ 0^ 000(1 Blope^ and Tiinitjr &«, 

, . , - April 2, 1808. 

f - ' • 

Sikmix^m i^ eftfun^ dfUgeiDi^ua ill fia9 weAtbe^, 
"vlien^f^^b ar^'^pt te gbttoo-^^curje. I bad a si^4 
•iwqi^3^^n(i^y iQidj4^€ult>work^^ to rnans^ 
AlMT^i Udrti/ «4l!i9Ptaii^^^nre4<my oldr i»ati up at 41 

Utimi^ l>e)#w dtck'tiVtita^bliad. above., i 
iftonki: n^t fiotd- my lqg4bimk, apd'tsis9tqr»t;rQwd«|f 
ilB yj^on »« ic0BUtiualb^/ tiUr^^Iigit^i wretphf^ 
mal Setun a4v49ed meta 1^ dowp ihi boait \mitf 
AoiDUr^ aiid 3ixd«e ont/o^^thei sfaipj <ifii^fir4t>tfa| 
#i^iwk^r&]^tea1rf<tlM&Jcr€fWc^$hM 0^ 

}irbat a creature is man ! Qf iaU>4)w/%fi«l dcMi^ 
^epti^kisi tbat^<9k^ef I'^ifj^eecoK^ceiv^loSr^^atfa^ 
th^ king of terri^t^\ai]^d the worst imagination 
iha^ ever I imagined of. gh93t$y devils, .^avage^ 
bears, tigers, 4to»B^- p wi'i y al y<ca p i>t them al} 
together, aod patut ^hem ia the mosl: f^^arf^ 
frightful, orformid^^l^l^QH^aU nev.er terrified 
the dpctor so muiSi at a real sig^t and sense of 
'William Huntington has done, when I have aeea 
Mq^ lEi^fiid&.i^iit. TiiAud L.db iielieve rthaC/t 
oanisajr witfa^iievieeeiice^^jtbBiLordkiipwstlfatl 
He not in tUii)Confds8iirou ?.Tblese vi^ws, ^ in the 
light of AaBngcj^'Godashiniiig^i]! abrol»a.UMifV 
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jsend tbe ressd -o£ wrath to the bottOBt, Alt 
false hopes^ false faitb^^liiiman righteousness 
false Dotiottf §f .a,(jQ^ all,«i^^pX>J^^,§5jp,| \^9^f 
.through these fackm^afid tk{irxifi^aiidilMir<^ theiy 
all together. This is ttet k^t gq^p Df #ef wil^ 
and the eternal death of legal hope. Bu); thw 
ilea th: is aMaided^wf|ti)|Miir 1^ fi»;J:a^WWr 

jiessoflife: th^idieadi '''1^jfea4 b^ar^tHSviov^ 
vof the Son* o£ God^sofidit^j^V A^^i the j^d 4jtarqt 
of yesterday iiras bbiam jover^i:, ailid Irhldibif^a 

^xereised withjmai^ritexIs/^.sbiTSiigipnj^jagpfliM^ 
the other, the last? Cesser of tl^ ^i&Ktib o^:^ft||' 
Ibevv's gospel abbde >itLtiktji|^o^ ^11 \f 9$>JiQ^g,MI 
|t, laod l«d thnpiighj v^ua^hi^h:>haQd Jfu^eed^ 
ii^lEui^ liocw;; I (am /iiii ajist^ait ^^Rpm%\ .iwpv R/c^ 
jcho)^iagiwh|chb tOiiaroiukrjat:iiioakt> the badMlen 
4sf thef doctor's hearty /or the AuatfaiUog^ gpo^niai 
of G0d^s.'deariSdh;!Vw _^^;- j ■,-,, . . , :,.:.„. 
,;. i Godvfoir.9isTii>lessgtbeei fellow duvsvUil'-.s 
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^g^m iftSayWf 1 ab Wtp^Tgi^g jdra ughte tsall for: 

idietimftHc^i^liikfe wri^et t® ktf^ioyetheagfetit 
a|jrhi»n«i ((icr3etoiHy;A.tW vw its 7dr^Si \t<r 

B^Mik lifil^^ the,teKntw9«ximairtnaj draaf, addijtbe 
^ijkKtrcl *M«i!£beiTeiipAiredj and> la theiLqrA'i 

wdbrl&^lli the itmafewdifyk* WAeea tbei^snaifesr t)f 
A»Jfef *«ld^hofharbiU!ger$ ofi the grave jpiirMe; 
fh^j&vap'^^hfriiNSmfndatiom ol al| ftitane 9<3^n:i)^;' 

<yr;betbDHt( Ih theiair; / Deatby the gra/ve,f jndbgn^ 

settling accounts. The day book, the \9bst9f 
liimkpiandlbtikribdgeff^^iff^/tkkexk^do^ fnext^the 
afaehf^eaa^Gsaawaed^^^dsfedv acrdputriaiotdien! 
G^iaiaoieiice^brhKgSiim bdr ^daily neg^leotedTaconrp 

epcrtesi^ cgboirfecbinaiiigs, rrinA ri^Rp6Df4e!0tiixiiF ; audi 
th«obobkidf life shews rhicfw: tnuehwiRHiwcf bc^- 
l0ir»af3Telcc*ioijrcrfTGadr V :^^^ ^/^heil sfll ligise^ 
slta^^aeiid&d >to, ^i)y eadinhiatioisjuncter tho^s^ 
^critumcoE heaven/ atdd ,are£ balanced cby:adm: 
itewedCact ef fattlton etfaerSon of @xk1, sndrthe 

" :^^£Etoilsimiblei<!oiifdssbiiiS) 



fbrth ^kti all <d[t«d^ti^^bttltfnc6l{^sfiftieife#ft a^ 

soreiice :: is V itvrixtii 3t>d^pf eei<ib9y': hi^i)llmd^i* 

fled, detested, mttd:»ibh^Y^.i^ All tbiin^g^dift^ 

iewi' iit twaJorvthrce^daj^'itojiiasseiih kiwaijAV 
whea we -have : neither. :powWv-tcr :w4ist>»' tfew 
world, :Bor3to pray^io 0(id ^igii^fist dit:^ iW^^de^ 

unto -US ^ we:piirpose^" biit:0dr!p«»r|»i&escar6(;^l 
brokenr -lofl^ c^m ^ ^se ^^^tiioogh t s^" of ocnir : heaiitsr^ 
^^^tiis) w Jiber Bolatioii of ^ sih^^ ^Wjthoat^ iml^ 
ye oaoi da nptidtcg.o f^ To^will isipresesitiomif 
me;'^<aird4h)ere:i»' tmSt cad ; ibe^fteinigpii Qcf&i 

beiift'^long^^ag^^ ^d: ^ BkeddiiecseoaVess^^tmjic; 
CCKnii^'f^oni: ^ai^ich:); -bdt78ii|0erj}er:»n£atciag& 
bu^seeti n0tl±fgaifaher,ayet li€q>e to^mheHibei^ 
Here ;llh03ei^enMlnqghtsjin.y|m^^ 
seffi m^jZoch.iiyj S; /Rev^miiS. siLight^. kttowk 

socin 1o be)jneaii4t;ii:adrith£jr aoe ^aaid.'to: br ^senfti: 
^irth&iQtoiaibtrhe&daftb, jfiev^rii^7&r! Foom)!ttffisif^ 
laihp^nall.iiri^'toibodisti)$.r(o Whfiti MtoOL ^arab 



to which I tiev*r rtceired ah ^utivrtt. Qet ftet,' 

Ever yours, 

W.tt. S.S. 

- i" • • I ;■ . . •: f , . . . \ L- ■■■''• '■ 1 > . ' > . ' • ■ , . « qr 
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IsiitiEVfe' ttiai this'uTlusualfy e^IdV/eatKer W 
At) ftiire ifWMlj^ to^tiiy friehd^i loirtr didn it f^ 
fd'%^kiet{iiiStisiti: f havd liatf 'fiiote' of 'tli6se' 
^amslfKlS montR'thaiVl Rad d'fli^inf ill tfi^iolhei* 
pm'^xyTiYie^^tiv: K^^^ ^c^eatiiri^/'hb^.' 

^e)^'^''fti^ae tt^' o/ tKfe^ frtei!; ^mlist eicpect 
<*liahg(^s. Hrfie outward iii an deejays; We in^a^tf 
i?r4n -has sdftiS retiewihgs, and'riife 6l3 liiaiS* i^ 4 
^"Tague tolib^. ' He nevirt SAteif^ n^ tire's; iW 
ever ; ft^ars or fkin ts'; but works wiQioiit" itftef- 
imssiori, striving for the itiastery, andcafliti'g* 
for obedienc^; and is dotingly fon^ of lenfty,' 
indulgericei gratification, and a liiafltfe of cor- 
rupt charity. This, ho\frevcr, I can see in thf 
LordV light— that the outward man ii the Wof if* 
of God's hand's, given to Christ, and is byTio; 
means to' be lost, but raised up at the Ust'dky.; 

The new m^n \i the new creation, ci^eated iff 

♦ ' -. * 

CHriit JeWs, and Biuit 6oth '^ive" alrd tttffs: 
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The oM mfan has tl^e^'d^i^l fethh -^i\ty afitf ^(ttr 
ttf^ptten on five's iiwindr^' faith ^itf a ftife, oi 
vrhtcb Satan is the^tb^rs, airildt4ie'ouitoepti0a 
is enmity^ seated ^n.a-i^rnal mind. With this 
fleshly mpdthe law of sin is loved. ** It is not 
subject to the law of God, nor can be ;" but ta 
tSie law of sin alofi«t--4iEbis-is the root, from 
ii'h'ich malicey hatred, envy, rebellion, and stub- 
bornness, all i^priug. And,, as for the root of the 
new man, it is love. ' "^ 

Tbt clearest and fullest account of thcfse 
two principlw^, that. I, h;^ve ,yet^.<^^ if 

in Exodus XX. 5, jS; where you will fin^ i,ft)?$J5ft(^ 
hatred, aiod love in the Bpirit, to be the, two 
prmcipWs, the Xvf<f roots, and th jb t\vrQ ]. real 
earmssts pf heJ(l „and of h/^aven, Qfxe.w&$C9mri 
pleted^ in. the Je^^(S when tjhrj^ prpi^ounced 
these words, J* iljey^baye .^eep^and-^hatetlvboth^^ 
oie aud iny Father ;'\ an^, , the ptl^^i- .w3l . J^^^ 
coqip)ft^d >Khen^ .as. CJirisit ^^ays, .,tbey':;5hal.L b^ 
n>ade P^r;^eqt in pi^er^in one Spirit,, ^n .on^^- pf;i,^^ 
<?iplf5, in ojpe c^<wiu»g graces ^t^lth^it js^to^b^ 
^s^e perfect ;in,iove(^,. And. these > tVOprinci% 
ftt^. becQjne cWtiBe. an4 ripe, .apdiilL-^d^ 
«|^ the, yesj^ck )0 f . xn^rpy and ^ those; of, y^^^th- 
Tbe^.o^. 13 ^U||^^ fitted,. and rlpene^^^^^ hating 
|b^-3iiyit^ ,and thepovyer of God in thee? ;::>tl^, 
(Xth(^r 1]^ lorjTi^ thie- children^ of.GQd,raiV^itU^ 
foire^o^p^l c^-Cjbn fomer, tln^J^wf 

fi^^I^#«?K?easiiyfi[ of their: fath)&rs,. aid .b» 



Ibe. Utter vllie saints psttsed firanft 4eath uqIo 
Ufki Smryiin 4he- • adv^psailes rs the evident 
token ofiperditioii'^ aiidlOriiejRited forlove is 
ta^ivide&tt tpkeu iOf :4iilvdti[dfi, -alid that of God* 
And, theses ate > tfo "turbL phces- for tbe^two ves^ 
ftd4 hekveiia&ld^bdi^ iin:act»iDt'9 ick>Bip|»s. 
^ A fiotl I must <cabcltrde tbb^ subject; niid turn 
tkmy^lt; piHs^ndnrged^t, i if this • sharp wea* 
tbec:li^tst^Qiiicb tofigefv i tftast^eml it^ teives^ 
aad.enigage tome^efihisfxceUeBoy's^iiouraers* 
ftaad ^Jeremiah ddL; t>)7V 19, where -you bsL\€ » 
»weet 3Qc6imt eof >th^e sympaihinng soub.' 

GraQe^ud triutb.be with us. 
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Fcb. 7, IBC9. 

> ^: . '• 

Jkf.Ti^ rte«€L: that: I titd nQiit mpect to Jhear any 
motei fratn:iny .old ^cend^^ ihougfa: the^ cMse I 
Kfic^ nob / In your srckness ^I: did lung tOP^^e 
yony Jliecause from cepoot you was goings off thtf 
^^^gBfii jautd I htanl tfaBi:t your: jby^ were grest^ 
which is an indulgence thati nev:er «^& &voi]i«d 
9/\th ,- biit; once ixi all tbe^ sicknesses > that have 
j^U^B t^niy lot I wonder mot at kind Prwi- 
^(^9e;pMsifig before . tbeci jwhicfa: is ous encoii^ 



^Qi . )a choice/ $Q.t^rt£(ininetst ifor/ny! faiih] 
^h$9 tlie contraTy 18^ va^.IiikQmi- saift^: vtavaki^ 
^Upr purgCt kvtt^/QQ ;biiy}u'et k ^Wfaatevisr God 
l^ isij ^tore <fw us tbe He^byr tSpidtf: kiioiTB, fck 
he sqM^)f^es the deiep^thingadfiGod-^ ^H^ tike» 
l^j^^lf^jBt c^i^ii4i^t^rlit,j1»riilr^ tealikd hearing 
a^<&i|9wei*iBg!:u9 j hj^fmcicn^ (sjpoak^ aiid^ $riiil# 
^,f¥0sp9ak^)g}^¥;thi de^nes ct£ d;ts^ tigtttMtil^ 

tlki^y>2^d/{he s]^^^iT€[ thee this deshvr^ ilttfie. 
h^mk'' ;„$9edfciqg'«fiir!d»lre^d6tlis>f^^ tffitire 
lips: and; if fluency of speech, eiicr^io9fmu% 
and a il^gi^«W^ic^4fiiitie^6yi this incense, 
I 4i\a&iyiiccWblude that faith is the sttbst;ance of 
the thing hoped for, and according to my faith 
it will be unlKTme. JBtfilffere lire three spices, 
more to be mingled with this offering of iiH 
cense. Trust in G^(^jfi[Kiulfil his word and 
hoj^m^r ;/^jj^- Patience to wait God's time. 
*' They shall not be ashamed that wait for xnc/* 

^i|h;/a^^pei^aiiaa?41ka^it^tilaltini4 m 

j}tviQ|ic^o£itho^tQo»l^^ai^^f^ y^i^ 

4lidJi5^4idt^fi»i«bed>to'th}s;day;:;t.^-ni.n..' ^^ rfji^i/^ 

t^ V dSotneHBiieta^iX^ dr^saxned that i Was at the 
Iftveadtiftatlairgfi f^tty, with a-mucb latgeir party 
dcaww ofios^afaistvii^,; aad we wi^rfe ^sptitinjg;^ 
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afe§»9hT lini^»?e:iche$rlAg-dgartiglit: I am ^ftl 
isbebrnfttic^i^hkbaerves* tii^ kt^ lay theagbte 
alxThiwui ftc^^etop^.t&e^ vf«s€l3rof itS7dr^34 tor 
luNfi^r^Qni ftA: aJw*.tw^trciwtirej> that in thct 
8«4iM$ \^ ^,!aiKtwarfti mairtnaj dveaf, aiidrJ^ 
^ijkK^ril *i!M*i:lreirc8f^wedj and; im theiLorcKi 
Wi*rk/;5dteatteniajjft'.work'iir tterlaboHjfe dife 

v0rfe\ili the ikuabaDdiryv' When tbersnarfesr of 
^tbf4uQld4b0fharbiQ@erB ?o6 tho grave: ^ttrsuc; 
fh^)^«ap'^4im!lisM^datic)m q€ alKatoi^ ^cbein^esy 
aacl{JD!i^rti[kn)\ir)^ailtbe carstle^ bn^ilt,^ oiF'inteiidcd 
%nbetboHt$ih theiair; .' Death, the graye^jndg^; 
9lfiiit,.^(a3Kl*7<^he ifutui^ inh^ritehce^ r aris :^ at 
biiiD^ aiui^uiipeGilipbb:' iribe}hc6t^tksiebthi^\&^ 
fettling accounts. The day book, the Mobetw 
l!|Qokpiandlbtile'ledgeer)^ii^/tiikeQ^do\M frexH^the 
afacrfa^gand)7Gaaimaed;»]^^i]isfedv airdputtioiiofdcT;! 
6tioacience ^birhRgs^ im hdr ;daily • ne^leoteriTKonr;' 
thd fiorifymirfe^ :9iitKr us;'rodrmti;ttetitiQns^acieAcs«! 
e^Hriesi. :^i(Mrt3«>niaxigs,nanfl^^^ aidl 

thcobobktof life shewsviaow: much \tx Hive be^ 
Idwi tiui?:el€K:tk)Qr Gf^Grodr M^nd^ 3iirheti a^l l^gise:. 
dtae^ attended' te, ti)y exdfnmatknv^mder the^s^ 
qttciiti0a':of heaven, aliUare^badaiicedcby'a^ttri^: 
iJtewedCact ef fattIt~on?tbe:8on of @3od,- andrdie 
}f^oe ^affihvwi front upenootisioierxfanointerei^^ 
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Whether this was the whore of Babylon, or a 
pimp of her's nearer home, time may tell. But 
this I say, whatever may have intervened, that 
in honesty and reality I remain yours in Him, ' 

The laiithorn is still with me. 



LXXXVII. 

Cricklewood> March \, I8O9. 
To my dear Friend, greeting, 

You« epistle and its contents came to hand, 
and I thank you for it. This cold winter has 
been attended with continual rheumatic pains 
stt tRy old tabernacle. But, blessed be the Lord 
God, he doed not forget the seed of his deat 
Son, nor the rainbow of his covenant. His 
^omise of life is fulfilled in us, and his bow re- 
mains a ^ithful witness in the heavens — that he 
will lio more deluge the world, nor drown hi^ 
children in destruction and perdition; both 
whidi are confirmed by oath ; and this oath is 
for canfirmation, to put an end to all strife be- 
tween us and carnal reason, and between faith 
and unbelief; that the heirs of promise " may 
have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope God hath set 
before them." And blessed be God for ever- 

Q 2 
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toprt fat rsuch rich and noble seeurityy whtcli 
makes the promise' af life sure to all the seed. 
How are -we encompassed with the benignity^ 
and with' t)ie divine provision, of our Ood ! God 
the Father loving ns, hecaine we are enabled 
Co love and believe in his dear Son; Christ in 
the holy place ever living to make intercession 
ibr us;^ and the: Holy Spirit in us helping our 
infirmities^ andinaking intercession for ns also, 
according to the wrll of God. And, for my 
part, I know not which is the greatest wonder 
of these threes— the Father's everlasting love to 
us/ his- chbicje of us, and good-will of purpose 
^id -of plrdmise- in Christ ; — the incarnation 6f 
Christ, and his finished' salvation for us; — or 
the inhabitation of the Holy Ghost, and his re- 
ge9etatii)g dnd renewing work in us. These 
arc most wonderful things to me, and were 
settled and ordained before the world unto our 
gipry. But the last of these three is the nearest 
to us ; the two for^ier being already completed, 
immutably fixec{, and sure and steadfast for 
ever. But pur concern lies chiefly with the 
Spirit^s work. We must make our calling sure; 
cilection and redemption beingas sure as he^vea 
can make them. Nor can the logic or cavils 
of Satan gain any credit with us against tftese. 
But against the Hqly Spirit and his work in. us; 
against pur sonsbip, our faith and interest in 
these things, he labours With aU bit migbt 
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Beside^, in Ipaven Satan liais nor tHieai;6ltho«gh 
he has a large party ©f the disaffei^taKlh ixi.^ar 
hearts; I mean darkness^; eiunity^ «^iJr tastSsJ 
and unbelief ^ Hence the need\o6Qui5attei)tiQQ[ 
to the SpkitV worky i^spcGially to' hrrri jai the 
Spirit of ado'ptfoii.;; He .makesf onr; sonihip 
manifest by believing; ^* Ye areaH?the childreii 
of God ;by faith in iCftri8fci)fffesii«;"* .He criesi 
Abba^ father, in tjs,. when hiiicry": and ;Our faith 
agree: he* bears i his witniess to our adoption, 
and makes conscience 3}^ * 'bear the aanle testi- 
mony: he seaUus ^itfe Jhe f nllei&t assufance,^ 
and anoints us with a joy that spring^^ from love. 
My hands getting weak, and shaking, I have 
got my datoe to copy this^ ? 
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LXXXVIII. 

lH.$,e*i^ put of tfei$ ^4^1^, .biecai^^i IjWahas Jiad 
i»ftvM4f) nor |xaiiwM.l^i»;d/^ath j,;lt^9 strength 
has beeq , j^fva, i-bis, ■ (^Ixil^F^O; jifiq n9,t, fatherless, 
npjr his wifft ^., ^Mi4QW ; mV. v^h^ taken fronj the 
evil to oon?ie,i although he is dead* ; 1. 4ie :d*ily ; 
but it is itQjsin, tp self, and to the worW. Yet 
this is only when I am under the smarting rod j 



o. 



sq 



and when it is first taken, ofif X aiQ quiet^ «^^^\ 
lowly, humble, submissive, peacefcl and grater 
ful ; but, when this dew is dried up, then I get 
into ease, which is the resurrection of the fleshi 
the world, and self; then I pray to be (|uickea<r 
ed, stirred up, and revived. These prayers are 
answered by terrible things, in gall and worin- 
Avood ; in searching of heart and trying of the 
reins ; and fresh life lies at the bottom of these, 
if we can believe the king of Judah— " O Lord* 
by these things men live, and in all these things 
is the life of my spirit" And I do believe that 
the death of the old man enlivens the new; 
that the old map is put off by the new man 
being put on ; that sin is mortified by comfort 
under the Spirit's influence; and that self is 
denied when the Saviour is embraced. Faith, 
hope, and love, at times seem to be lost and 
buried in the workings of the whole mass of 
corruption; but, when the stirrings of these 
subside, and their stinking savour abates; when 
the hurry and bustle appear to be hushed into a 
calm ; then all our good old friends — faith, hope, 
love, meekness^ humility, peace, and submission, 
appear again ; and glad I am at my soul to see 
them once more ; for, a^ the Lord God of hosts 
Uv^t^i, except these abide in the ship we cannot 
be saved. 

These are the salt that seasons all; this i^ 
the oil that swims upon the top; these are the? 
incorruptibk seeds that counteract corruption i 



and they are the kingdom of God, that unden- 
mine the empire of Satan, and the little soldiers 
that war with the fleshy in every storm, in 
every furnace, in every conflict, I keep my eye 
upon these little strangers: and, if one af. them 
be missing, I am like Joseph and Mary M'hgB 
the child Jesus tafried behind. For I know 
that there is no carrying on the war witholi* 
these holy troops. Christ is a shield to faith 
)aml a helmet to hope, and love makes irs mot€ 
th^n conquerors; for " whatsoever is born oi 
Qod overcomfeth the world," and nothing clfid 
ever caia. The^e little warriors are God's host) 
yea, God's army. And every saint is a com* 
paay of two armies — ^The fruits of the Spirit 
against the fruits of the flesh ; and these ara 
contrary the one to the other. But every grace 
is royal and loyal, and in alliance with God» 
They come down from the Father of lights to 
vs, and return . in us to the Father of lights 
ftgain« They are born from above, of heavenly 
extraction; are incorruptible, and of eternal 
duration. Over these is the Captain of our saU 
ration, and next him the Holy Spirit mustermg 
the host of the battle, marshalling the troops 
leading them on, bringing them off, and giving 

mud) Joy on tlie victory. 

■ 

Ever yours, 

The Coalheaver. 

* 

Jenkins would like to see this. 






LXXXIX. 

f 

May iSia 

• . ' • ' ■ 

£v£R since my return from Bristol I have had 
a sick houise. Frocn the various iiijflueDce& that 
roll over me, and the (^Qntinual changes that are 
upon me, I seldom remain in the same frame 
half a day together. Enmity, rebellion, impcr 
nitence, and infidelity, are top.ofteQ preiient with 
pie i and, although t}ie better crQp is not idle 
nor inactive, nor imperceptible, -yet the former 
appear more conspicuous, pore, ..predominant^ 
and more violent in their strife.for the mastery • 
But the Holy Spirit is omnipotent ; he defends 
his own implanted segd,^^whjph. is incorruptible, 
uncoiiquerable, and cannot be frustrated, fie- 
tween these contending parties, these contrary 
principles, how is the sojul re^t and torn, tossed 
and tumbled! Sometimes upon the waves of 
disquietude, and tlien hushed into a calm; 
(sometimes driven by a hasty Spirit, like the 
lunatic^ into the wildei^ness^ and then at Christ'3 
feet in its right mind. 

The rebellion.that ha$, spread itself throtigh 
Priestley and Tom Paine; , the, oppression and 
monopoly that appear rampant; the endless 
war, and the perpetual demand for taxes; tlie 
perplexity in making out the papers that art 



sent; the dishonesty that abounds; the advan- 
tage that every class of men take wherever 
they can; the displ^aiufd^'of God that hang^ 
over the land; are so evident, that " a fruitful 
land is turned into barrenne«s'/':fef'tbe^Wteked- 
ness of them that dwell therein." I say thisriu 



which I have pa'ssfed; "I'eii acres' of vineyara 
yield a bath, kiid the seedf of an homer jrield3,ar| 
cphah.'* And a continual east wiftdpom^^ 
spring when tlie'tre^s are;iti1)idbni, whi^^ 
the frost dfestroysi tli^ friiit of the trees;' so that 
the curse of God is visible upon the work of 
our hands. And, as the nation gets worse arid 
worse, so Will the land increase in its barren^ 
ness. 



These tilings make my soul ^ick of this 
world ; for the devil keeps' bis court in it, and 

his courtiers are all blit mad upon the service of 

-• ... •- v_ f ' -'.I /"'••■ft 

their sovfereigri, while " they that dejpart from 
evil make themselves a prey;'* and to indulge 

any reverence or fear of God, is ^h occasion 

»f _ _ , . . ... . '. - , ^ ..... .^ . p, ^ ^ 

cif the utmost scorn arid reproach. 'The ac- 
ciistomed weather of May comes'in March: 
and that of June appears in April, ^vhile March 
weather comes in the middle of May. , Th^ 
seems to puzzle arid perplex even the birds of 
the air, f<yr the pewit has ce^asW from its Vorig, 
lahd the cuckoo fromi Its mtisic. I cian hiit ot- 
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serve these things; for where there is the least 
hope, the reward in hope attracts, the disorders 
of the world drive^ and both work for good to 
the lovers of God and truth. 

Remember me to dame and family. God 
bless you ! so says 

The Coalhkayeb, 



XC. 

1810. 
MT DEAR 7RI£ND, 

Since my return a cold, a fever, and the rheu* 
matism, came on me all at once; so that I soon 
became an invalid, more fit for the baggage 
waggon than the field. In my lonely ride 
around I was not a little indulged, which is not 
often the case with me. I did enjoy my God ; 
.his presence was with me, his countenance was 
lifted up upon me, and his glory was fresh in me. 
All nature looked gay, and to me there appeared 
more beauty in a flower, a field of corn, a bird, 
or a tree, than in all the artificial works of man, 
of all that I could imagine of the seven wonders 
of the world. God's presence, and a comfortable 
frame under it, cast a lustre upon the whole crea- 
tion ; whilst a gloomy and a dismal one will be- 
gloom and stain it, and make the rays of the 
sun as black ^ sackcloth of hair. 



.< 
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I mourned orer bim; I melted at Us prch 
sence; I revered, admire^y and adored hun» and 
loathed myself; his glory covered the heaven^ 
and the earth was full of his praise.^ I could 
wUUngly luive continued to ride po^t on t^he 
fovest till the last penny was gone, hs^ t\m 
visit been prolonged Th^e are days of the 
Son of man, which are to be desirec^ bufe QQ( 
contioued in our country. But tb^se visits, 
though transient, at least with me, preserve my 
spirit from concluding that he is gone for good 
and all ; though, like a wayfaring man, he turns 
aside, and tarries but for a night. Howevert 
the most distant view, the faintest smile, or the 
most imperceptible approach, is highly prized, 
being much needed, though undeserved. .. , 

My pilgrimage is attended with a continual 
losing out; for, if I aoir indulgec^ I tpok Tor 
desertions; and, if my meditations are swe^t^ I 
expect the W4>rm wood and the gall to be at hand; 
and I am sure tx> be right in tliese things. Coiv» 
tinual exercises keep the life of faiUi and fappci 
in motion^ when a freedom from changes Uringn 
indifierence, careless ease^ and slothful neglect. 
As for myself, I daily feel my need of tpodW 
physic; the dross must be purged, and faitb 
la^ust be fed. A cheering ray from his blessed 
countenance ; a sensible visits a smiling provir^ 
dence, a blast upon the counsel of our enemies 
Qpd's judgments upon Siporuers, a word sen^ 
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they came to make foH propf of their assumti^e, 
it failed; and not less thairjfivci are in real beg* 
gary» If our dear Lord aEndiiis truth wilt not 
satisfy them, they shatt^pend ** money ftw that 
which is not bread; and their labour /for that 
which satisfieth not." If you^ have any jacobins j 
if any sons of presamptiOQ, pride; arrbgande, or 
ignorance among you, he will haVe^th^m ta a 
niab, unless the devil should spare i^ one or two 
to breed, and spread; the gangrenous infection, 
and keep the fermenting leaven at work. 

Before the devil w?^.§ufFered to raise that 
man up, I had several hanging about the chapel 
doors whom my soul ha4;ed ; but, as soon as this 
son of Satan displayed his banner, they were 
STone to a man, nor have I ^een abovc^one of 
them ever since. When I saw this I was 
thankful to iGrod, seeing itamong the alt things 
that work for good to thcnr that love our dear 
Lord. Abide we by bis truth ; thiais to be our 
shield and buckler; ^nd, when impostors and 
hypocrites seem to triumph^ we are to stand 
still and see the sal vation of God, not forgeting 
this promise, " The just shall see their ;fidl." 
Providence often smiles on a child of whitb. 
aod frowns ^n an object of love. Job sat in 
sackcloth^ and so did Hannah, when those timt 
hated tl)em exulted; but at the issue judgment 
returns untb righteousness, and all that are up* 
right in heart must follow that; It is not the 



ftith-of Dives- Wt of LaMras, tliat tftml bring 
the doubting BOal to ^^ point. 

' I am very rhuematic this cold weather, but 
have no small success in the good work. Should 
God spare me till the spring, and permit me t6 
come, I hope to see you, but at present I must 
abide by tlie stuffy for I cannot go over the 
brook Besor. 
- My dame s^ds her kind love to you, and 

YoA see I rise in the world. 



XCIL 

Dec. 4>ldiO. 
Dear Friend iq the Lord Jesus^ 

It has been my intention to publish some of 
Our poor friend Jenkins's letters to me, and 
iome of mine to him, together with tlie sermon j 
and to give the profits to his little niece Wmi'* 
fred, -yho is at school with your daughter. 1 
sent a letter to you, requesting your attendance 
it times on Mr. J.^ your observations of God^Sf 
dealing with him, and of the diflTerent frames be 
appeared in (with which you kindly complied) ; as 
I wished to know if my judgment of him, and of 
<he work on him, was just, or wliQther I hgd 
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bfcch ^u^d.by the devfl. What made me de^* 
Sire this Was, it liad been circulated abroad in 
A))any parts that our friend was in despair, and 
Without hop^. Who reported this I know not; 
but I think they belied the Holy Ghost, who- 
ever they are. But to the point. 

The letter to you, in which I made the above 
request, I have no copy of, and my work will 
not appear straight without it. Will you be 
so kind then as to put that fragment in a cover^ 
and send it to me. I have, in your answer to it, 
the account of jrour visit with Mr. H.; but this 
will appear strange without mine preceding it. 

Our poor pious king continues ill: he has 
been a nursing father to Zion, and I know of 
no other king that is so in all the world. And 
it is a satisfaction to me that I have not been 
suffered to rebel against him, nor the rulers un- 
der him. What hangs over our head is not as 
yet made known, but the beast will struggle 
hard : his time, however, is short, and his master 
knows this. The wo is to the inhabitants of 
the earth (not of Zion), for the devil is coming 
down to them in great wrath, because he'knowsJ 
that he hath but a short time, Rev. xii. 12. And 
God says the beast shall come to his end, and 
none shall help him, Dan. xi. 4, 5. And I be- 
lieve in my heart that Antichrist hath not fifty- 
five years to reign. * I am diving into these 
ftings, and getting all the information I can 
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about tbem. The good liord keep us hy his 
power, and permit^ encourage, and so indulge 
us, that we may cleave to and abide in him, 
and make him our refuge, and our sole and 
whole delight! and his presence shall alnde 
with them who abide in his service. Tender 

• • • 

my love io dame and the family, and to Mn H. 

Yours in Christ, 

most respectfully, 

W.H. S.S. 



XGIII. 

Dec. 14, 1810. 

AIY DEAR FRIEND, 

I KNQw not what to say, nor how to express 
myself, for your kindness and generosity to me, 
and towards our new chapel. I never asked it, 
nor could I find a heart so to do, knowing the 
expense you have been at in raising your own. 
At the first news of its being burnt I was, un* 
mo^ed, not knowing wliat was the mind of 
God, and believing that this was among the all 
things that shall eventually work for good, I 
found my mind composed. But,' when I heard 
of the crowds and public newspapers ridiculing 
Divine Providence ; and of such a triumphant 
mob assembling daily round the ruinS| that the 



|)eace bfiicem m^. obli^d ^^tD go ia fi^rson ti» 
diap^r^ tbei% I tumM jijotJielp: feeling; how^ 
f^ydr^.cQiisidef'ii^liiat tto;titiun|pb o£ the wicked 
H but ^hofrt^ EQi^ tWia£l«Q)titei» of the just aril 
lM)t &r t ver^ I bora it : ptet^jr.uwdl ; - hut iM>t a0 
1^ t6 Gxclttd^ tbe vf^ice t>£&ataiit M ixrnnhuring^ 
Qri>i; ia>hetic£; f(!>r/>if IbikejCQafKsel in nn^ ciWA 
}^ar(^ these aile i^re to be heard. I verily 
()elieve that ficiche^ Satan, nor bell * itself, ai^ 
ba|f s0 :dete9tablei in the conception of sinnet^, 
as that chapel was. But the standard is now r^*^ 
moved fjTom thj^t .spat^and f^ Wo unto t^em, 
(says God) wlien I depart from them," Hoseft 
ix. 13. Indeed their' Udpai^alleled hatred, their 
scorn, and contempt, their. derision and croel 
9iockery, are such as.it wpju14 be grievons td 
bear,, V^re it not for this— wt; know there i* a 
judgment^ and :that \vp f^ shall retdrn and disi> 
cern between r the righ tedus ^^and the • wicked, 
between: him that iei^eth-Godi^anj him that 
sCTimtJl; bim.npt/'vMal. \m- which day 

God's wrath ahall; bnrtt as ad oven, tb$ wicked 
shall bi»^a$ stnbblc^ and the i saints shall' appear 
to be God's : jewels.:^ Tak^^iaway this, i arid we 
are (s&iys .Eaul)rac8t.ihiserdb^ir; ' J : ^ ' . 

■ • 1 thanks you And thei friends : for ihis^ their 
]{:in4ib^lp ; ^4, iWhemtbe weathbr shall favoiu- 
vMi i^iH (if Gpd|perm>t)iSj)eiid dneSimday with 
ytOQ, tp retwn wy fbiiikS in person. ; Ido be- 
UcY?etthat poor Jej|kltia^rW$s s to be 

R 
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undecdv^dy and pulled down; to undeceive 
some others, and to draw out and extttise the 
christian charity of many. And these exercises 
are fruits that vill one day turn out to your 
account, and xo the account of others, and that 
more than many are aware of. He certainly 
was, : in his spirituar stature, a little one; not 
have . I a doubt of this. And whatsoever is 
done jtq the least of these is done to m6 ^ and 
verily a cup of cpld water shall not lose its re- 
ward) if given to suctt, says the Saviour. 

Our chapel is going on; but we were 
jobliged to dig v^ry deep to get at the original 
$oil for a^foundatiOsu. Our walls are about four 
f^et above gxouful, . and the weather for the 
l|rick-wotk is favourable at present Tender 
my love to Mrs. M. and the large family; while 
I remain. 

Your much obliged in Christ Jesus, 



- • • ' xciv.. ■ 

. . Sept. 10, 1812. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

8(HouLi) have acknowledged^ypurs to .me be* 
fore now, but 1 have been busy with a work 
for the presS;.. '^y success if great, as you will 
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see in what is'coihing out; and I perceive' that 
great success is attended with various trialis: 
the branch is purged, that it may bring forth 
more fruit This purging in fortner days used 
to be succeeded with niuch indulgence^ some 
sweet acce<$s in prayer; and miich enlargement 
of heart, boldness, freedom, and familiarity ; 
which seemed to make all up, and set all clear; 
fair, and straight; and it madehiminoreprectbirt 
than ever, as I used then to consider ^all my 
books as settled, arid iall my account's fairly adi- 
justed from that day; and much cdmfort' fol- 
lowed* upon such considerations, the peaceable 
effects being then cnjo}'ed. But I have-nbthing 
of this nov?; I fall into fits of unbelief, bond- 
age, wrath, and bitterness; and tfe^n cdtrie 
but just like SotomoiiV fool brayed iti' a mbrtar^^ 
neither humble, submissive, nor resigned itJut 
rather into ease and; careUssncjssi ;- . wi^th n^ con- 
straints to prayer, nor fervour at it; and of 
course the mind is not relieved, which makes 
me more indifferent stilK; ..Soon after this I am 
tumbled into the same dark cells again, and then 
a little dead ease succeeds as before ; which is 
such puzzling work as I cannot unravel; it 
makes me fruitful in murmuring and rebelJing; 
but in nothing else, unless it be in the pulpit^ 
where 1 have in the general much liberty, at- 
tended with no smiall degree of power. But 
that the ministry should be fruitful, and the 

R S 
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tmiliatcr dry^~ barren, and dead, is a harder 
rpuzzle to me than Samson's riddle. However, 
this is the way that I go on ; and I am as 
contented with it as the devil in chains. 

Fault is found with some fop having left 
.their first love; and I have striven, and striveR 
lawfully (I rtiean by prayer) to fedover miiie^ 
,but never could; nor do I believe that it. is re- 
coverable. I have pleaded, " Return, yt back- 
sliding children, and I will love you freely ; ^ 
■feut. the fervent love of former days I never 
<:ould fegai^, nor any thing like it. With 
Dthers fault is found for having a name to live 
:when dead« I have done all, I think, that caa 
he done with that text, in order to obtain life; 
i)iit to this day I appear in my own soul dead as 
a wt)i»l-pack; enmity, rebellion, unbelief^ and 
carnal lusts, are. still alive and lively; but 
nothing else that I know of, unless it be discon- 
tent with a lifeless life. I have now emptied 
the dregs of the cask, and all the rusty scraps 
of the budget, by which you may guess at the 
abundance of the heart, as I have kept nothing 
back ; for I cannot, will not, act the hypocrite* 
. : Tender my love to dame, and Mr. M. and 
his wife Naany. 

Jonah under the booth, near Nineveh. 
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xcv. 

Sept. «, isri. '. 

^ The CoalheaTer^ with his kind respects to his old 

Friend. 

1 HAYVi of Ute been but poorly with a bilious 
coinpliiint; and it requires but little disorder to 
fnffeble one who is already feeble with age. It 
if not oocumon with me to be indulged with 
tl^uch comfort in bodily afflictions. This favour 
1^ seldom fallen to my lot, though afterwards 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness have ap^ 
p^red. But iu this last shake given to. the old 
tabei'nacle I could not help telling my wife that 
^.I felt my God go and come,' which |ed my 
mind Riost sweetly into this short text-^r-" That 
they ^Iso may be one in us," John xvii. SI. 
And it entertained my mind the whole eight 
days of my confinement ; so that when I camct 
forth again I preached thr^e perpaons upon itj 
apdi having fetched it out of the furnacei th^. 
matter wai^ weighty, and did. not savour so 
much of the earthen vessel as it does when w^ 
are at ease^ I considered the oneness of tha 
Divioe Being, which the scripture palls " na- 
ture/' Gal iv. 3. " Essence," Jlxodus iii. 14; 
which: ia self ei^istence. *' Substance," Prov,. 
viil gl; Heb. X. 34; the Lord being our ppr-. 
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tion, and our exceeding great reward. ''God« 
head," Acts xvii. 29 ; Rom. i. 20; Col. ii, 9- 

The essence, nature, substance, and God* 
head, are but one; ''Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
onr Ood 13 one Lord." But in this divine 
Q^tnre are three persons* .Christ is called the 
expfess image of the Father's person ; H^b. i 3, 
;And so is the Son. **Por youf sakes forgave 
lit; in the person of Christ, 2 Corin. ii. 10. 
And the Holy Spirit can be no less; as our bodies 
are his temple, and he is the witness- of our 
adoption ; -and'what can bear witness or -record 
but persons? These persons are distinct : the 
iPattier w-as not incarnate, nor the Spirit; byt il 
tras the^essentral Word, the Soh of Gorf, that 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us. We must 
not confound the persons, by putting one for 
the other; nor divide the substance,, by making 
ai>luTaKty of Gods. ^^ He that laveth dwelleth 
in God, and God in him." He that believeth 
is in Christ, and Chriist dwells in hi? heiart by 
faith. . Tiiis is coming " to God the Judge of 
all, and to Jesus the mediator of the new cove- 
nant,'* Hebrews xir. £3, 34. The Spirit cries 
** Abba, Father; *^ and bears his witness to our 
j»onship. -Such '^ shall continue in the Soli and 
in the Father,'* 1 Jolin iJ. 24. And the^nointn 
in^, which teacheth us all things, and is truths 
and is no lie^ as it hath taught us, we sball tabids 
in him, 1 John ii, $Tf. 
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1 -Thii my doKT^ frico^f J$ m/#rpfi atandiiig j 
tills i$ the grand mystery, even th^ nvystery. of 
faith, . whidi must be held in a piirp i?on8cience. 
These are our " wells of jsalvatk^i/' Isai. xiu 3- 
The one God is our peaceable , habitation ; ^^ee 
Psalm Ixxi. 3. The Trinity are. our sure dwell- 
ilQgs^^nd ,Qitr quiet resting places ; Isai., xxxii. 
ISi Take the testiniony of the faithful apd 
true witness-r'' And now, behold, the Lord 
God, and his spirit, hath sent tpe,'^ lisai, xlyiii. 
16, ' And this you may see fulfilled at the, river 
Jordan/ Luke iii* SS* Wilful erring alid deny- 
ing'here is damnable heresy^ and- making ship- 
, wreck of faith, by which the vessel <£ mercy 
must B^il in this broad river, Isaiah :x:xxiii. 31* 

' ••' • ', Ever yours,-., \: 

. , The COALHEAVEK. 

My hand shakes; it is badly written, but 
you c^n copy it My love to damq» 
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DBAR. FRIEND, 



XCVI. 



JV^AT mercy and peace be with thee, through- 
Jesus Christ our Lord. G.0(^| js the Saviour of 
jnainkind tp, his ppor despiaed family,, and true 
toevfiry word of his, I sitill 'f prophesy ypon; 



the thick bought/' wd God woAs by the most 
ii9.tefMl of all labourers; which causes great jay 
ami Q^uQh bHternesa ; joy, to think I am so hot 
noured as to turn sinners .^^from datkneu to 
light,, and from the power. of Satan to God;"" 
much bitterness^ to empty me of self, and td 
erxercis^ nie in deep watery that I may. fetch up 
^nd bring out ^me new thii^s to mix with the 
old; to get more m^kuess i^nd brokennesa of 
li^ar.t^: to euablte me to Succour, swaddle^ ftucklc) 
aud, syo^pathize ; and to add fresh spatki^ to thp 
aeali fervour and energy qf my heftrt, when it 
i^ too careless and too cold.. This keeps me low, 
aojFQwful^ aad« and disconsolate, from dby to 
day;, which bar been much, my unhappy case 
of late. But it certainly is a tfuth, that ^^hy. 
these things men live, and in all these things is 
the life of our' spirit." For they will never 
settle on their lees^ get ricketty, sink into $loth 
or carnal ea^e in Zion, nqr. grow careless, in<- 
ditferent, or carnally secure^ who are under per« 
petual changes,' and are tossed up and down like 
the locust with ipbred corruption boiling like a 
pot, and the devil labouring by bitter curses to 
bring them under his own sentence. We may 
say to such, " Sleep on now and take your rest,'. . 
if you can : for, under such circumstances-r-it 
there b^ a breath of life in the soul, if any claim 
npon God, if any interest in the Son of man, 
if a^n^in of f^ithj or a shadow of hope, if OM 
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plea in the mouth, or one word in the mind- 
all, all are called up to engage in thebusiness« 
Such a soul will fight rather than flee, resist 
rather than, yield, cry rather than sink,, believe 
rather than cast away all confidence, hope sooner 
than despair, beg ratl^er than starve, plead ri;^ 
tber than lose the cause^ and ^ry day and nigh^ 
sooner than be overixmi? and lose all An4 
this is faith's fight. And what can keep up all 
the movements of this army but life ? What can 
put all this Valour, this courage, this fortitude^ 
i^lp action, aud bring us oif pore than a thou* 
sand times victoriows, but; b? who dw(^lls in th» 
heart by faith? "I live; yet pot I, but Chrirt 
liveth in jnc/^ And " by these things men livp, 
and in all th^sc things is the life of our spirits," 
Isaiah xxi^viii. 16« 

Jt came on my mind this morning to write 
to my friend; so I sat down and began, |Ln4 
followed my own thoughts, which furnished me 
put of my own abundance; but whether it wiH 
auit you I know not However, he that kno^ 
a^ plague of his own heart ne^s no oth^ 
glass to see the hearts of others* My dan)9 
sends her kind love to you ai|d MrSt M* «q4 9Q 
4oes Parson Saqk* 

Ever yours, 

5.S, 
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The CoaHieavei's Duty to Father and* Mother G^ 

As he cannot come, and take his tithes, in kind, 
has sent his father a few small ofierings of the 
irst fruits. I am heartily glad to hear that ray- 
poor father is able at times to sit up. Faith,' 
hope, and patience, perforni wonders, for they 
engage the great Physician, who brings dotv^a 
and lifts up, w*ho wounds,^ and his hands make 
whole. In affliction he shews his omniscience ; 
in supporting under it his power is displayed ; 
in attending the affliction with his pity, it is 
sanctified and made bearable ; in reviving the* 
good work, we see his faithfulness and truth; 
^nd in giving us comfortable submission to his 
will his tender love appears : and thus we ." scfe* 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living;'' while faith subscribes that "he hath' 
done all things well; for he maketh the blind 
to see, and the dumb ta speak," that they .may 
glorify the God of Israel. 
* With duty and loVe, 

Ever yours, 

W, H, S, S. 
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XCVIII. 

July, 1802. 

I AM glad that iriy old acquaintance, old <rus- 
tomers, and old companions, qapie yesterday/ 
that matters might be cleared up.. Bless the; 
Gfod of .peace, the' maker of peace, giver of 
peace, and. the restorer of peace; I found my*, 
mouth and heart much eularged for you this, 
day, and wrestled hard with many tears. Much, 
of. God" is with us, and surely Satan kn.ow» it; 
for. never did he labour much harder at any- 
little camp than he does against the despised 
t;ents at Providence. *^ Raze, it, raaje it !" was. 
the ancient cry; " but the Highest himself sbalb 
establish . her, she. shall not be moved; God 
shall.help her, and that right early." tjer very, 
foundation is infinite divinity; life is in all her » 
atones, salvation her walls, and God himself the 
inhabitant ; and who can finally prevail againstj 
jjuch a fabric ? 
5 Father and Mother, adieu ! 

• • • 

Accept the duty of 

W.H. S.S. 
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XCIX. 

1802. 

I THAKK my friend for her kind epistle of good 
tidings- It gave me great joy; and sure I am* 
tiiat God Avill ever own, honour, bless and re- 
vive hi$ qwn work; for he knows his own 
a1>ode, and the broken and contrite heart is his 
eternal residence, his own workmanship, and 
his own favourite sacrifice. His goodness to 
my soul, that he shews in the liberty which he 
gives me, in the power that he displays, and in 
the multitude who flock from all parts to hear 
me, has humbled me not a little* Bless God, 

my soul! My success seems to be great. 
Here are some in this town now who liave foU 
Towed me upwards of seventy miles; and in-r 
deed all starving souls agree that the food God 
i^nds me to hold forth is a portion of meat in 
due season ; aqd their language is, '^ Lord, ever- 
more give us this bread/' They much wish me: 
to turn itinerant^ and so never to continue in 
one place. This I do firmly believe, that if 
God- should spare my life much longer — from 
Providence chapel the word of the Lord, and 
the true light, will go forth into all this land. 

1 am surprised how my books gain ground. I 
cannot find a soul th^t has either light, truth^ 
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or hope; but what God has given tbera by nay 
books. Once more, bless the Lord, O my soull 
The corn is very fine universally; but her^ 
ia much rain, and I have my fears about thf 
h^ at Cricklewopd, as it is spoiling in the« 
parts. I am to preach ten days more before J 

return. 

Farewell! excuse haste: my love to all ia 

the vestry, and in the seats. 

W. H. S. S. 



£l7, Hbj 12, 1803. . 
DEAR BE&LA, 

I AM now up nearly, and it is a fine morning 
and very pleasant. I have preached three tiinei 
to a very crowded assembly, and the good Lord 
hail'belen witTi me, which is proclaimed aloud 
to me by the countenances of the people. Some 
weep, some smile, some wonder, some appear 
to long, and others seem to embrace what they 
hear. And these are the outgoings of God from 
heart to h'e&rt, from mind to mind, from love 
to love, and from light to light When I had 
done my Sunday morning's discourse, I coi^- 
c^iided by saying, " I am very glad to see yoa 
again ;" which seemed to win their hearts, and 
their very eyes blessed me. The ties, the bonds; 
and tlie v^i^n^of kindred souls^ are soon dis^ 
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Mvencdy if tbere be no talk to eacTi other, atid 
though there be 'no shaking of hands. But I 
shall long to be at home ere my work is ^one 
in these parts; though I find the Lord's pre^ 
sence is the soul's home, be where it may. He 
is -the rest and resting-place, .the strong tower 
and house of defence, and the souFs sure dwell- 
ing; Svhere it finds its food and physic; its best 
apparel, and sweetest ornaments ; its only re* 
pose, and its fullest satisfaction; its greatest 
wealth and choicest treasure ; for " Christ is 
all in all r'' and this thou knowest, and so does 
the Coalheaver, for w^ are one in Kira. When 
it is wdl'with thee, remember me, that my bow 
may riot return empty, but that I may have my 
quiver full of them who shall speak with their 
enemies in the gate. 

God bless thee ! 

W. H. S.V 
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Deax/^ister. in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

X AM authorized to tell you thatj when the 
first Adam cast oiF his obedience to God, the 
dominion of this worMMreturned back again to 
God; who ns the Creator and. only proprietor of 



it. Arid "llialr ever since our Saviour's tim«, 
after he bad assumed our nature and died in our 
room, to redeem us to God; yea, as soon as he 
rose from the dead/ all power in heaven and 
earth wag given to him ; and th^t he is now 
appointed heir of all things; and that all things 
are put ifi subjectioni to him, both angels and 
men ; whether thrones or dominions; whether 
things in heaven, or things on earth : and he is 
the^head-of all principality and poWcr, and heaii 
over all things to his church, and has power 
over all fleph; together with all judgment, all 
grace^ and all glory, which are put into his 
bands. And that all things are ours in him, and 
every promise* yea and amen in him ; and iii 
him the promise of this life, /and of that whiqh 
is to come. And he comes to his own, and his 
own elect receive him, and to them gived be 
power tO; become the sons of God, and po'wer 
to claim it; power to cry, " Abba, Father.'* 
And this is given to ^^Sll' that believe on h& 
name, for " we are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus : and, if children, then 
heirs ; heir? of God and joint heirs with Christ*^ 
By this faith the just must live — live upon the 
possession of the heir of all things. And sure 
l.am-tbat faith is a diligent, an industrious, a 
boMnti^til, and a liberal supplier of the necessi-^ 
ties of the poor and needy; for all that she can 
cyredit, get, apply, or beg, she gives to the souU 



t$9 

she* never ssiys to the poor and iodige^iti "f G.o^ 
^ ye filled, aDd^^be ye warmed ;'. but . she krfi 
hold of the bread of life, and puts oo. the robe 
pf righteousness) which is unto and upon all 
^at believe on the Soa of God.^--And many a 
0rumb, many a sacred scrap, mamy a sweet matt 
fel, and many divine rays and glorious glimp^er^ 
does she bring in to cheer the spiritually poor in 
his distress^ 

Faith is a ^ood housekeeper, and a good 
doqtress: sihe applies the bitter herbs, to 
strengthen tlie stomach, promote appetite, and 
help digestion, as well as the roasted lamb; 
ihp^t the heart may know its own bitterness as 
well as its own joy. All Chrbf s garnoents 
?inell of rtyrrh and aloes ; and with myrrh and 
^loes he was embalmed when de^d; and thestt 
two attend all that share in his death. 
•. . ** Fight the good fight of faith/' Faith is a 
warrior; the word of God is her sword, the 
promises her encouragement, righteousness her 
l^reaBtplate, and God is her shield : ''By faith 
^hey subdued kingdoms." Our heart and flesh 
often fail; and we often faints tire, cast away 
our confidence, and give all up for lost : but 
^th renews the attack, maintains her hold^ 
l^rings in fresh strength, and carries off both. the 
bannei* and the crown. Faith works by k>v€^ 
and Qvprcomes the wQrld, ; '^ Whatsoever kr 
born of G^ overcomes thp world ; and thjj ii^ 
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the victory, even our faith/' Born of God,— 
Mow high her extraction, and how strong her 
alliance! '^ All things are possible to those that 
believe.*' Every fresh view, every renewed 
act, every full persuasion, every confidential 
influence, is one step in the narrow path, and in 
the'tvay to the [kingdom. ** We walk by. feith, 
knd not by sight." » Her last work in this world 
ia tb^ive us a perspective view of " the king in 
his beauty, and the land that is very far off,'* 
and a full persuasion of a safe arrival there; and 
she calls up her little sistef charity, to^cast out 
all fiear- about it, and ." charity never fails.** 
?* All these died in faith," and the end of faith 
is the salvation of the soul. This is her last 
kind office to 'a child of God; for the crown 
follows. ** Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life." After this we 
hear no more of her, she " being the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen," when the object of hope is 
enjoyed, and. a covenant .God seen, enjoy- 
ment succeeds persuasion, faith turns into sight, 
hope into full fruition, and love into flaming fire. 
t' My little sister, God bless thee. Tender 
tny kknd lov4S to your spouse and brother, and 
to all that, favour the righteous cause of the 
Son of God. 

Ewr yours, 

. W. H. S. S. 
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-April 7, 179B. 
MT DEAK BBOTHEB, 

A MivisTXE of Christ can preach pardon^ 
peaces faith, righteousness, and lore; and 
these are the things which accompany salva* 
tion. And what is all leligion short of diis? 
No more than the sensations of a rebel and a 
criminal, detained as a prisoner before the 
Lord; knocking at Mercy's door, and hoping 
and expecting a pardon. But the doctrine that 
brings poor souls out of this miist be, not the 
ministry of the letter, nor the bondage which 
attends the letter, for that killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life. God will never enlarge a 
soul by me while I preach chains ; nor adminb- 
ter love from an heart pregnant with wrath* 
God gives testimony to the word of his grace ; 
and what grace is may be seen from God's 
voice, and the church's echo to it; Jeremiah 
xxxi. 2, 3 ; taken from Deut. xxxiii« 3. 

It is common for souls kept long in bondage 
to hug their chains, as ricketty children do their 
ease, and in time get proud of them, and dream 
of merit in them; and by every means of 
grace, which they legalize, thejr labour hard 
to pacify a legal conscience, and to keep It 
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quiet, while destitute of the voice of the atone- 
ment; and of the pleasing rule, authority, do- 
minion, and power of free, sovereign gracej 
which alone can . make us serve in newness of 
spirit, and make the Lord's service perfect free- 
dom to us. Nor is a consicience thus hushed, 
soothed, add composed l^y legal performances, 
or by iegaljzing evangelical . means, furnished or 
forti&ed to meet God; it is just as muchaifrai^ 
of death arid damnation as evertt was, and will 
tremble and quake' at a feather, becatise the 
King' of Zion is not in full possession of it. 
God doth not send forth his dear. Son in bis 
triumphal chariot to drag his elect in chains at 
his wheels; but to dispense the words of truth, 
meekness, and ng;hteousness. Truth makes u^ 
irce, meekness makes us submit, and righteous* 
iiess makes us just. And thus he rides in glory 
^nd majesty. Majesty displays the empire of 
his grace, and glory the earnest of heaveii. 
•The latter is the reward that is with him, and 
the former the work that is before him. 

All preaching that settles a i$oul in bondage 
keeps it from the bridegroom; and without a 
fnatch with him that is raised from the dead 
we cannot bring forth fruit unto God. All the 
legal labour above described began to work 
strongly in me before my deliverance came; 
but not one branch of my performances ever 
came up to God's standard, or could be called 

s 2 
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•those, works that God requires, which are *^ the 
•work of faith, the labour of love, and the 
|]Eatieiice of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ ; " 
.with such service God is well pleased, and con- 
science completely pacified/ The pure una- 
dulterated gospel of the Lord Jesus is the power 
.of God unto salvation; and, wherever the 
power, of God is put forth, in an application of 
!pardoning love through Jesus Christ, in the sin- 
iner's conscience, there, and only there, is the 
.real gospelof the dear Redeemer known. All 
the revelations of wrath, attended with lashes, 
stripes, terrors, fears and torment, are intended 
rto kill us to the law, self, and the world ; that 
.we njay be raised up together, ^nd be quickened 
.together with Christ in his resurrection;* and 
.receive byiiim the same spirit that quickened 
him ; and so be planned together in the likeness 
),of his death, and in Ihat of his resurrection, 
.being made to have fellowship with him in his 
.sufferings, and, in a spiritual sense, conformable 
unto his death. 
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God be with thee. 

W. H. SS. 
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cm. 

May 14, 1798. 
MY PEAR BROTHER, 

I WAS much surprised to hear, by a letter from 
you to Mr, O. that Satan had paid you a visit 
in the person of his ambassador. Had you not 
been upon your watch tower ; had you been all 
asleep; the enemy Imd sowed tares among 
you, and then gone his way. How diligent i$ 
that enemy of all righteousness ! But he be- 
comes a sore burden to those that once favoured 
him, who would be glad to get rid of him, but 
cannot, unless they could palm him upon some 
poor flock of lambs, who cannot well discern a 
wolf if he comes in a sheep skin. You may 
well be thankful for such a narrow escape; for 
I think that man is one of the completest traps 
that ever the devil set, or baited, to catch the 
simple and unwary. We had need on all occa** 
sions to seek wisdom, and, ask counsel of God; 
that we make no league with these foreign am- 
bassadors, who come with their clouted 'shoes, 
mouldy bread, and old bottles; for so com-< 
pletely docs the devil furnish them, that, if it 
were possible, they would deceive the very 
elect. But the Lord knows them that are his, 
and ^^ those that fear God sh^ll come forth of 
them all/' 
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I have lately seen a letter from your sister 
at Leicester, very simple and pretty. It shews 
that her eyes are opened, and the common 
cant of the day, called gospel, will not go down 
with her any longer. The lamb, the bitter 
herbs, and the good old wine, make us rather 
nice in our food, nice in our hearing, and nice 
in what we commit to our minds to feed upon« 
When we eat the little book and digest the cun* 
tents, and find it to be sweet as honey, though 
afterwards our bellies are often bitter; yet we 
find that the bitters strengthen the stomach, and 
create an appetite, and make the honey go 
down the sweeter ; nor do we desire any other 
fibod, nor any new wine, for we know that the 
•Id is better. 

I win, if possible, make Mr. L. pay you a 
visit when he returns from Sussex. I have 
been informed of your brother's intention of 
coming to town, of which I much approve, and 
have no doubt but it will be for his spiritual ad- 
vjantage. Tender my love to all friends — and 
excuse haste, as I am correcting and republish? 
ing several books. 

Adieui Thine in the Lord, 

W. H. S. S. 
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CIV- 



Oct. 8, 1798. 



BELOVED OF GOD, 



X HiN£ came safe to me, and that of thy sister, 
whom till this morning I did not know; nor 
could I remember that I had ever seen a sister 
of thine named Fanny. I am still in hope, and 
in great expectation, that we shall have a breed- 
ing, a fruitful, and a flourishing sister church 
at Grantham : but I know the devil will try 
hard against it; and^ if he can do it by those 
within the pale, that will shew his wisdom, and 
is his highest craft. Hence the Lord's caution, 
"Wo to him through whom the offence (or 
scandal) cometh." 

The lion and the bear must lie down toge- 
ther, and a little child shall lead them, if they 
will go in God's ways. I know that our little 
sister at Grarftham hath not been without 
breasts for some time; and milk she must have 
if she grows. The covering and vail upon the 
heart are the doors of the shadow of death. When 
light shines upon them that are in darkness the 
understanding is let out, but not the heart: but 
when the door of hope is opened, expectation 
flows out; when the door of faith is opened, 
confidence comes forth ; '^ Lord, I believe, and 
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he worshipped him;*' and, when the gate of 
praise is opened, love flows in, and repentance 
flows out, then fear and torment give way, and 
from that day forward we *^ go in and out and 
find pasture, *' for the door of mercy is never 
closed again. 

God is setting before you an open door, 
and none can shut it; and the word will sound 
out from you into all the region round about. 
It will run, both by the evil reports of enemies, 
by the wounds of the sick, and by the joys of 
the saved; and God will be glorified. It will 
grow and prevail, even over prejudice, envy, 
hardness of heart, unbelief, blindness of mind, 
guilt, the reign of sin, over the power of the 
devil, and over reprobates and avowed enemies, 
even to their confusion, their ruin, and their 
endless destruction. My soul travails hard for 
you; and my hopes and expectations are raised 
high respecting Grantham; that God may bring 
them all out of prison, and say to them, "Go 
forth, and to them that sit in ^darkness, shew 
yourselves." My soul rejoiced when I saw sister 
B-'s letters, which informed me of a little nest at 
Leicester, who begin' to " lookout of obscurity 
and out of darkness." That blind guide, that 
enemy of divine power, will not be always hid; 
he shall walk naked, and the just shall see his 
shame; he shall be made manifest, and appear to 
be a zealous aifector, but a sworn enemy to the 
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Bridegroom and all Jhis bridal friends; for those 
who sec through him his soul Avill abhor; and 
this is hating the light/ and the children of it: 
but the small one shall become a thousand, and 
God shall hasten it in his time, in spite of men 
and devils. 

A little while ago I wrote to poor Mr. Jenkins; 
God blessed the letter, and knocked off his fet* 
ters; and ** mighty works do shew forth them- 
selves in him.'* O ! bless my God for evermore! 
You have heard of the defeat; God has given 
Egypt for our ransom, and he that was coming 
to destroy us is now starving in the land of 
Ham. God Almighty bless you all; and give 
my best love to brother L. , ^ 

W. H. S.S- 
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Feb. iJ, J800. 



DEAR BROTHER, 



Am sorry to hear of your spouse's sad disaster; 
but " man is born to trouble as the sparks fly 
upward." I hope he will in mercy support you,* 
and in his good time restore her. I have written 
a letter to L. of which I will send yon a copy. The 
letters you sent to Mr.O. I have seen; and must 
confess they contain such confusion and blindness 
as my eyes never before beheld, " I Avould advise 



Si66 

yo\x to have nothing to dp with them ; and, as 
for A. I would keep him at a proper distance 
for I think that (iod will discover them soon. 
Let them go on, and do not interfere with them, 
nor say any thing about them ; but cleave cl<xie 
to God, read his word, and call upon his name . 
and you will soon see them scattered in the 
imagination of their hearts. Nor would I suffer 
any of them to come to trouble me* I should 
forbid them my house. I am so vexed with Z.'s 
conduct, that I would never have any thing 
more to do with him, except it pleased God to 
bring him back, and bring him out, which is what 
I think you will never see, for they are sinning 
with a very high hand indeed. 

To call private prayer legality is dreadful. 
Legality, according to the common acceptation 
of the word among christians, is the wrath of 
God, and the sentence of the law working upon 
a guilty conscience: but this can never be the 
influence of a spirit of prayer. God makes a 
distinction between the bondage of a quickened 
sinner, and the spirit of prayer that operates 
upon him; "they shall come after me in chains, 
and with supplication and bitter weeping will I 
lead them," Isaiah xlv. 14: compare with Jere- 
miah xxxi. 9- 

Their prophesying of a sifting at W. and my 
not dying deluded and undeceived, convinces 
me that they are got very high; but I think 
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they want light to see their own ignorance be- 
fore they should pretend to discern what is in 
the womb of Providence. Nor do I believe 
that I am compassed about with worse hypo- 
crites than they are; for I will never believe 
that any real child of God will cleave, in the 
bond of divine love, to any man that dares to 
speak against the operations of the Holy Ghost. 
They are certainly ascending the scorner's 
chair ; and it is my real opinion that God will 
soon strip them of all their religion. I would 
almost as soon have a man in my house infected 
with the plague, as one influenced with legal 
pride; the former is not more fatal to the flesh 
than the latter is to a godly soul: and I never 
saw one more stuflfed with it than poor H. nor 
is it possible to be much blinder i and I believe 
that Mr. L. got his bondage from him, for it is 
as epidemical as the pestilence; it walks and 
works in darkness.' Let us know now and then 
bow they go on, and whether they do not wither, 
and get parched; for, if a branch abideth not in 
the true vine, it soon gets dry; men of no grace 
gather them into their company, and they perish 
at last. 

Tommy, farewell ; grace and peace be with 
thee. So prays yours in Him, 

W. H. S. S, 
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(Endoted in the fonoer.) 

March 17« 1800. 
DEAR SIB, 

Gtrace and peace be multiplied to thee through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. I am very 
sorry to hear that the adversary of God and 
man has gained such an advantage over you. 
Satan is old in devices, and thou art but a young 
soldier; and I have no. doubt but thou wilt 
see in time that the whole of this bustle at 
G. is his work.^ God is not the author of 
confusion. ^^ This wisdom cometh not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, and devilish ; for 
where envying and strife is, there is confusion, 
and every evil work." James iii. 15, 16. 

Your conduct with Mr. B. is unwarrantable 
by the word of God, and I hope that the Lord 
will let you see it. If brothers have a private 
wrong or injury in debate among them, they 
are in private to settle it ; if they cannot, two 
or three more are to be called in ; if these can- 
not, the church is to be informed of it; and he. 
that neglects to hear the whole body is to be 
deemed an heathen. Hut nothing of all this is 
to be done from the pulpit. If a man get into 
heresy, he is to be rejected after the second 
admonition ; and, if a member of a church sins 



opchly, briqgS a public scandal upon the cause^ 
and gives an occasion to the adversaries to speak 
TCpfoaQlrfitUy, he is.to'be rebuked before- all, 
that Qtliersna^y fear. . ' . 

r do not fiad any charge of error or imtno- 
rality laid to Mr: B. and yet he has been pointed 
at from the pulpit. ' As to Mr. A. I. tl^ink his 
conduct towards his friend has been.scandalous : 
** He that has a friend must- shew, himself 
friendly; but he that renders evil for goqd, evil 
shall never depart from his , house." I think 
Mn B. is as far before him as. Paul was before 
me;. for never sure was any man more blind, 
nor nVdre filled with legal bondage, than poor 
A. for he has leaven cnbugh in him to leaven 
the whole lump, or to bring a whole churdi 
into perpetual bondage. Nor can there be a 
worse influence than the sour, bitter, swelling 
fermentation of pharisaic leaven. Our Lord 
cautioned his disciples against it ; and well he 
might ; for no peace, rest, love, joy, gratitude, 
praise, or thankfulness to God, can live where 
.that spirit reigns. It is a composition of guilt, 
wrath, fear, bondage, death, hardness of heart, 
pride, and unbelief; and these are all the in- 
gredients that a soul in chains can communi- 
cate, and are all opposite to every branch of 
-spiritual service, which are called :*the works of 
.faith, the labours of love, and the patience of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ f ' and without 



charity (or love) a man is nothing but a tinkling 
cymbal. 

Is it possible, friend L. that any man undef 
heaven could be so blinded by Satan as to say 
that *' the old man loves private prayer?"^ Do 
you know what the old man is? Adam's trans* 
gression is five times called the offence. Read 
Rom. V. God was offended with man for his 
disobedience, and, God resenting it, man be- 
came offended with God. The enmity of the 
mind is the main branch of the old man, even 
as love includes the whole of the new man. 
Read 1 Cor. xiii. And dare you or A. to say 
that enmity loves to commune with God? Your 
preaching aud railing against private prayer is 
speaking evil of the covenant of God, wlierein 
he promises renewing grace and temporal sup- 
plies; but not one thing promised will he give 
us without prayer be used to bring it in. Read 
Ezek. xxxvi. 94 — 37. 

To speak against prayer is to rail against 
the Holy Ghost, who is a Spirit of supplication. 
Under the law incense was to be offered morn- 
ing and evening perpetually, Exod. xxx. 7, 8j 
and among the gentiles, under the gospel, " In 
every place (says God) incense shall be offered 
unto my name," Mai. i. 11. Not literal in- 
cense ; for he that offers that is as abominable 
as he that blesseth an idol, Isa. Ixvi. 3. Private 
prayer is meant 
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' • The follovring assertion from your own pen 
18 awful; I think it borders upon the great 
transgression. " And what do you think that 
barrenness consists of? It consists of ail the 
works and labour of the flesh ; such as prayer^ 
reading, hearing, talking, thinking, wishing, 
longing, to be nothing but emptiness and with^ 
out profit." I have obtained more from God 
by prayer in one hour than you have gotten 
from him in all your days. As to reading — it 
is Christ's command to " search the scriptures;** 
and " blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear, the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein,*' Rev. 
I. 3. And, as to hearing — ^^ they that are of 
God hear God's word, and they that hear it 
not are not of God." And sure I am that some 
hundreds have been brought to Christ, and have 
had their pardon sealed, even by hearing me ; 
and three thousand at one time by hearing Pe* 
ter; so that there is profit in that, yea, great 
gain : and so there is in talking— for they that 
fear God speak often one to another, and God 
hears it, and remembers it, and says they shall 
be his " when he makes up his jewels." And so 
there is in thinking — " In the multitude of my 
thoughts within me thy comforts delight my 
soul," says David. And so there is in wishing—** 
Elihu was, according to Job's wish, in God's 
stead. And so there is in longing— *for G^d 
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** satisfieth the longing $oul, and replentshetli 
the sorrowful/- Td palm these thipgs upon 
the flesh is awful. You confound things, and 
f' darken counsel by words without know-^ 

ledge." ' 

Your letters to Miss B. are sad confusion ; 
and stirring her up to be faithful to her brother 
(as you call it) is scahdiilous; it is sowing dis« 
cord, and separating very friends, which God 
hates. Besides, I think Mr. B. is far before 
y;ou, and A. too, according to your present con- 
duct. Nor will God suffer such things as you 
advance to enter the hearts of them that . fear 
(jod; they will never work effectually only in 
them that perish : those who loye God will spon 
shun you, while such as are rotten at heart will 
cleave to you: and it must be so; for "those 
that wander out of the way of understanding 
shall remain in the congregation of the dead" — 
not the living. I am afraid that God is disco- 
vering }ou, and. A. too, and, before ever you 
are aware, you will both walk naked,: and 
others will see your shame. " The works, of 
the flesh are adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lascivipusness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari- 
ance," &c. Gal. V. J9 ; and not reading and 
praying. 

Your .insisting that the closet is the heart, 
and faith the door, is not our Lord's meaning; 
a man cannot walk into his own heart ; prayer 
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comes out of the heart, and by prayer a man 
draw3 near to God. ;, Christ is opposing the 
pn^d scribes, who prayed in the corners of 
the streets to be seen of men ; to which he op- 
poses the secret closet, where none can see but 
Qod^anct, ieis the world's applau$e tewards the 
fdf niet", - God^s gra^ce shall reward the latter; 
Thef htatt^ is called a palace, l)ut never a closet; 
Nof -have you any wai-rant from God to say 
that tiot all Mr. B/s family, or ^any other family; 
'shalll^e saved. The family of Lazarus, and I 
believe that of Philip, were all saved. When 
God says he *■ will take one of a city, and 
two of a family^" the Israelites are meant, and 
not' a household; for a city consists of many 
lltindred families, or households: but by fa- 
mily he means a tribe, for one tribe had niany 

Your conduct has caused me tnucb gridf^ 
as> it will open tl^ mouths of all the enemies 
of God V powder. I am sick of preachers. The 
Lord leach y^m^ better, is the prayer of 
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WiLUAM Huntington, 
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r CVIL- 

' ' . Sept. 12> jko(f. 

Dear Friend fn the Lord Jesiis, ' 

I iiBC£ivED yoar kiadikktcr^iimd thiml^ixdtt 
for it. When.Gpd Iwriogs a pr<^igftt tOMhkn^ 
telf, and sets-i^him down fit Ws own feet, 
clothed and mMs right miwkis^oh^ni^WwtA 
iidt wt dowa i«i : the bighi^^. sig^Ct : before J5H» 
Prioce of:peafle,ihut take tfae Jowiwt rcoosn. ; Uk 
will tfot arrogate ^11 wisdom ito, himself, but bet 
iH?iDe,a fools tbat be may bewise. - L. ceFtaiolj 
l^truns us ali;^ hut it i& .tbfi;la§t tbat am ficst 
ill God's ^peouQvti andh^e tbj^t b(umbles^hi<nse)f 
a8;a jittle chilli J8 greatest ^a. .the kkigdom-of 

Gi)d» , He tfeajt tWnkj be. ik^ojvs any tbing^ 

knows nothing as he ought to know ; norvaball 
be evqr ba.ve^^be[ af)prohatlon)Ot Je^tisiogy of 

GOtd witb binvi ^till «he ban kanai to esteem otbcm 
better than bimsjslF. Thesd are jQod's ds^a&t 
teristics of a tJSM didcipleuof: Jeans, >:asd these 
shall stand faM when that great and wise man 
sbali (wttdi:iihan]e):takeilhe lowest room. 

I have been arraigned and condemned by 
many of those who are inflamed with zeal 
through pride and envy, and blinded by Satan; 
but it has had so little effect upon me, that I 
am ready to say, with David, " Let them all 
curse, but bless thou/' G. and S. both levelled 
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at iQoe i)i public, and gav<e out that tbey were 
the only two witnesses upon earth; but Godi 
kept me bearing my teatimony .when both theses 
went mad. It, is not he who com^m^nda blmf-^* 
self^ but whom the Lord commends. . i 

I am Qow busy, and next weeH expect soma; 
friends from Sussex. Afl;erwards I will, if God: 
permit, visit Grantham< Though l dare no^b 
pr(Hnise> lest I alKmld.npt be able to perform^ 
I have this day received an epistle from thci 
little woman at Leicester, which i intend to 
answer. Give my kind love to your spouse, 
aiid to Betsey, James, and all friends. ' Faith 
and patience, prayer and watchfulness, be with 
thee. So prays the chtef of all sinners, and 
least of all saints, 

W. H. S. S, 
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Jane i?, 1802. 
Dear Friend in the Lord. 

I R£C£ivsD your kind epistle, and drop these 
few lines just to inform you that I do intend 
and hope, if n^ God permit, to preach at 
Newark upon Trent the Sunday after next 
My h^lth of late ha$ been but indifferent; but 

T S 
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the inner man is often melted, humbled, meek- 
ened, and I may say renewed, though the out- 
ward man perish. Bless God for Jesus Christ ! 
bless God for an everlasting covenant! and 
bless God for the invaluable gift of the Holy 
Spirit of promise, and for his sweet influences 
and operations! under which I am persuaded 
that, when I come to Newark, I shall come in 
the full possession of pardon, of peace, of a 
good hope, and of the sweet blessing of everlast- 
ing life. My kind love to dame and to Betsey. 

Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus, 

W. HUXTINGTOK. 



CIX. 

July 22, 1802. 

/ 
Pearly Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ ; Grace and 

peace be with thee,. and much joy and comfort in 

believing. 

1 REACHED home in safety, through the mercy^ 
of my God, and was most cordially received. 
;Many inquiries, and much longing and wishing 
for my return, were . found among the people ; 
and much complaining for want of the good old 
che^r. The place was amazingly crowded, and 
the good Lord led me through the hard day's 



it'Ork with a high hand, and the peoplie seemed 
to feed virith an appetite. Bless God for the af^ 
fection the people seem to have for itie ! and I 
must say that hitherto the Lord hath helped 
3»e. I bless God there is no dividing, nor scat- 
tering, nor evil occurrence amongst us. V 
have often thought of thee since my return, 
knowing that, like^Elijah, thou must go in the 
strength of the meat which God gave thee' foe 
many days ; but surely '^ the needy shall not 
always be forgotten, the expectation of the 
poor shall not perish for ever.'* A broken heart 
and contrite spirit are our best sacrifices^ wheK 
all others appear to fail, and seem to meet ytith 
no acceptance; at least we seem to receive no 
returns ; yet, saith the Psalmist, ** the broken 
heart thou wilt not despise." 

I have been comforted not a little, at seeing 
thy poor dame abounding in hope, which has 
counteracted despondency. No fear of ship- 
wreck in the faith, when God hangs the anchor 
of hope in the heart of the vessel of mercy. 
The simple account of poor James and Fanny 
comforted me not a little, and has encouraged 
my soul to remember with fervour the popr 
souls in the North. I often survey you all with 
pleasure, not doubting but the bond of the 
covenant is cast round you, which will hold us 
fast to the covenant Head, and to one another. * 
Pass upder the rod we must before we can be 



t>rought into th« bond of the eoveaant ^ AH 
that I love;" thcve » the. bond; those **^I 
chasten ; '' there is the rod. And surely it is 
good for us that we have becnn afflicted. God 
opens our ears in affliction, and our eyes in op* 
pression. The rod softens the spirit^ breaki 
the hearti and enables us to pour out our grtefe 
with tears of sorrow to God when the hardened 
and stubborn spirit can only ease itself by mur* 
inuring, con^plaining," and muttering perverse* 
tiess. And, when the spirit is once made meek 
and soft, a little of the rod will keep it so. 
Farewell! My love to dame, Fanny, Betsey, 
tnd all friends. 

Affectionately yours 

in the Lord Jesus, 

W, H. S. S. 
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. Qrijcklewood, ADe,23.,I803. 
DEAR 'TOMMY, 

As your sister Fanny told m^you wfia dcsisoiis 
of kqowing when:! should go to Ely.; tii4t 
jthere may be no mistakes, nor travelling in 
vain, I send a few lines to inform thee that I 
P9rpose setting off from hornet if Gad permit^ 
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An Thors4ay Mxt^ aod am to-^pr^adi^ at Ely on 
the twenty-ninth imtant I s}mll be at Hr. 
CL IVTs. where y(m will be welopm^ You have: 
been, taking 9lx>ck; . and &o hav^e I^ and am pften 
convinced that I have run back, and iam ciDn* 
siderably worse than I w^S' the last year; and 
aevier can get forward again, or get on the gain-* 
u$g side, \mt by a fresh discovery and fresh 
exercises of faith on the Surety of the better 
testament. But in taking stock there is Qot a 
little deception ; for I am apt to overrate some 
old things in trade, that do not go off, and to 
put too large a profit upon others, to keep me 
from the. perplexing cogitations of approaching 
insolvency. But, when these goods come to 
sale, I often find that I have only increased my 
debt, by overrating my goods. 

O, Tommy, stand fast in redemption, and 
there is freedom ; in the blood of the covenant, 
and there is a gaol delivery ; in the atonement, 
and there is no exaction ; and in the Surety, 
where there is nothing owing. All this is free, 
well becoming the riches of divine grace, and a 
gracious God, who is rich in mercy: and for 
lost sinners to receive this without money and 
without price, is giving God the glory, and is 
indeed all the revenues of his empire. But to 
this, proud, legal consequence and infidelity 
will not submit, which is the grand bone of 
contention between God and awakened sin* 
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Bers. There must be a price in the hand of 
the fool to get wisdom, and Ood rejects it; 
telling us tlmt he himself is the portion of our 
souls, and that no dead works can merit sncb 
an inheritance^ 
• Your poor dame has been for some time at 
this business, striving to enter in at the strait 
gate. And, when once she can learn to re- 
ceive divine alms with self-abased unworthiness, 
and with a thankful heart to give all the gloiy 
to the great benefactor, then — then she shall 
enjoy the royal bounty, and become a happy 
pauper upon the divine fulness. So I write; 
and so I believe. My love to her, and to pee«« 
vish, fretful, nagging Betsey. 

Ever yours, 

W. H, S. S. 
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January lA, 180S, 

I NEVER was under a more powerful influence 
of the Spirit of supplicatioq than while I stayed 
^.t Grantham; I mean when ip private by my-f. 
self; and one day in particular, which day, and 
of my requests, I mentioned to you and olr| 
Sarah; and I believe you will see the promised 
rctuFRs. J HQW preach 9X th? City chapel iq 
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Grub. Street/ wl»eh will hold not le$$'perhapt 
than two thousand people. My ventrable god* 
futher, who 16: moved with, fre^h choler against 
m^f is. to preach near our ne^ hftt^itation. G6d» 
our' good Shepherd, when he puts forth hb 
sheep, goes before then>, and opens another 
door, which no man can shut: and the sons of 
thupder follow the sons'^of oil: they promote 
the storm, and we enforce the unction : the 
shining lights lead the van, and the troops of 
darkness bring up the rear : and thus the battle 
goes on with confused noise, with burning and 
fuel of fire. The offence of the cross is no( 
ceased; where the power rests, the^ the of« 
fence burns; while " Lo here and lo there" 
n>ake many to halt between two opinions. 
But, when the Comforter comes, he decides the 
Qontroversy, and brings the halting soul to a 
Qonclusion; and, bytcasting the lot into the lap 
of theele^t, contention in the mind ceases,^and 
the Spirit parts between the mighty. Thus 
many run to and fro, and knowledge is in- 
creased. ^'The wise shall understand; but the 
wicked, sh^ll do wickedly, and none of the 
wicked shall understand/' And what we read 
of in the days of old, so have we seen in the 
city of our God. 

My audience last Tuesday evening could 
not be much less than twelve hundreds Such 



A concourse tnuKt greatly exasperate the infer*' 
aal sire; snd we know that the genuine off« 
spring of that crooked parent must da tbeii* 
father's work^ and the Coalheaver must hear 
the heat and burden of the day. But I am still 
the Doctor ; and many, many accounts do I re- 
ceive that God blesses my medicine; nor can 
alt their rage drive the great Physician from 
my heart, nor from affording me that powerful 
aid and assistance in the work, which he has 
promised to all that labour in his vineyard* 
And I must conf^s that their unparalleled 
malice and unabated fury, and the unwearied 
diligencePwith which they pursue me, 'sit much 
lighter upon my mind than formerly ; and I am 
not without hope that in time I shall glory in 
it« God has instructed me with a strong hand 
that I should not walk in their way^ nor say a 
confederacQT ; but dare to be Angular in these 
dark days of apostasy, universal hypocrisy, and 
empty profession. 

Ever yours, 

W.H. S.S. 
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CXII. 

March IJ, 1808. 



DEAR TOM, 



* « t » 



I RECEIVE!) your epistle, pregnant, not with 
business, but with buildings and alterations.- 
Build as plain as you can. To keep out wind and 
rain is all we want, because we have a house not 
n)ade wrth bands, eternal in the heavens. I wish 
to make no alteration in your plan; only let it 
be so contrived a« to go out of the vestry into 
the pulpit; and, as there are to be no galleries, 
the pulpit should not be very high. This long, 
eald, sharp, easterly wind has exercised my old 
bones not a little. Every part of my old taber- 
nacle has felt this severe winter, except the old 
man of sin, who is insensible of all pain ; an 
utter stranger to all fear; never tires, faints, 
nor grows weary ; nor is he ever absent when 
good should be done, nor inactive whether I am 
asleep or awake. Paul calls him the old man; 
but I am sure he is neither stiff, infirm, bowed 
down, decrepit, nor in the least decayed through 
age ; for he is as alert as a stage player, as dili- 
gent as a miser, and as amorous as a boy of 
eighteen. He is a plague to me ; but hell itself 
will never plague him, though it will plague his 
father, and all who have been constantly nursing 
bim. 
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and upon her troubles, calamities, and afflic- 
tions, they feed. But in our prosperity, when 
we flourish, when we increase, when we are 
honoured, they droop ; ^* they wander up and 
down, and grudge and grin like a dog, and go 
round about the city." The fame of our success 
going fof th, it takes them i ** Morning by mora- 
ing shall it pass over, by day and by night; and> 
it shall be a vexation only to understand the re« 

port.'* ' i. ; » 

I am big with e^tpeotation, that God in hii^ 
urisdom will overfule the maliee-of this man, so* 
that the wrath of man shall praise him, and that, 
wrath which terminates^ not in his praise he mUi 
restrain. David expected that God would re« 
quite him with good forShimei's cursing, and 
/ eventually he did. Our > battles pre not to be 
fought with confused xioise, nor with garments 
rolled in bl6od ; but we must carry on our war<4 
&re< with burning and fuel of fire. Love, zeal/ 
faith^ truth, and gracey maintain the fight on 
our side : wrath and rage, false sparks and 
strange fire, maintain it ii^ the opposition. But 
our ^ery baptism from. above, ^ and the live coal 
from th^ltar of burnt offering, must never go 
out; many waters cannot quench these, nor can 
the floods drown them. 

' I h(^e our audience, and our success in thil 
our next meeting, will be a fast to the serpent's 
seedy, and a banquet . to us. Yea, we have the 
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promise*—^* Behold, my servants jahall eat, but 
ye shall be hungry. Behold, my servants shall 
drink, but y^' shftU be thirsty. Behold, my ser- 
vants shall rej<Mce, but ye shall be ashamed* 
Behold, my servants shall sing fw joy pf hearty 
bpt ye shall cry > foe sorrow^ of heart, and shall 
howl for vexation of spirit; and you shall leav^ 
your name for a* curse to my chosen ; for the 
XiOf d God shaU sidy you, and call his servants 
by another. naj9i9,*' 

Farewell 1 The Lord is with us, the God of 
J;acob is our refuge* 

W.H. S.S. 



CXIV. 

> 

Ang. 5i 1 805. 
DEAR TOM, 

Ihe night I left Sleaford we reached Market 
Deeping, where we slept. The next day arrived 
at Peterborough fair, where we were beset o^ 
all hands with cattle and wood. Here we 
lireakfasted, and took our leave of poor Charles 
and Mary, who' parted with us in grief and 
porrow. We next arrived at Stilton, and then 
at Eton, where, perceiving the poor horses 
were got faint with heat and dust, we left themi 
and travelled post from thence to Cricklewood, 
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where we arrived by sevea o'clock on Monday 

evening. 

This hot weather has relaxed me much, so 
that I have Imd no heart to work ; but have 
been tenderly indulged in the pulpit, much at- 
tended, and the blessing of some that were 
ready to perish has come upon me. It is re- 
markable, and was much observed by me, when 
I stood in the pulpit at Sleaford, there sat two 
men, not far from each other, who seemed to 
be farmers, and I believe their souls were God's 
husbandry ; for their hearts heaved, and their 
countenances rose and fell with the word ; their 
bowels yearned, their tears flowed, and there 
was on their faces such pious grief, such 
heavenly sorrow, and the rays of divine love 
operating within, as* are seldom seen ; and I re- 
marked that nothing seemed to wound so deep 
as the expressions of Christ and his suflferings; 
insomuch that I then thought, and said to my 
friends afterwards, that I had not a doubt but 
there was joy in the presence of the angels of 
God on that day over those poor sinners. 

The Dqctoe. 



•> • 



^S9 



CXV. 

March 22, 1811. . 

^ The Coalbearer.to^e Ragman sendeth greeting. ' 

Xhis has been a long, wet, and. trying winter 
to me. I am in hopes, however, that ere long 
I shall be able once more to see your face in 
the flesh, that I may. blqss you before I die; 
for old age gathers fast upon me; nor can I 
put far away from me the evil day of death, for 
there is no discharge in. that war, though we are 
made more than conquerors through him that 
hath loved us. Good and kind is. my dear Lord 
to unworthy me; and once more, according to 
custom, I subscribe to the truth of our Lord's 
assertion — that Satan is the Father of lies ; for 
he has long told me that in old age my ministry 
would die, the power fail, and my joys wither 
away. Yet never have Lhad greater success 
than of late, for the power of God is present to 
heal indeed. And, though I dislike the place I 
preach in, yet God owns it in a high degree. 
I am made manifest throughout the city, and 
strangers flock continually to hear me. Those 
who wither away are Satan's own labourers; 
the springing well is not in them; being wells 
without water. I often think of the dream I 
had in your house the last time I was with you» 

u 
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I MW myself at the head of a large body of 
people, and a much larger body opposing, filled 
with rage at me ; when suddenly a large rock 
sprung up out of the ground, to which I pointed 
my enemies, who seemed dismayed, and gave 
way. I dreamt the same a second time, and 
awoke with these words sounding in my eais 
and heart-^'* Thou hast been honourable, and 
I have loved thee.** 

God bless you all. Write soon. 

S.S* 



CXVI. 

April 13, IS 12. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

X BLESS, honour, and extol, the Ged of my 
forefathers in the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, for making me fruitful in my old age, 
which shews that my God is upright; for there" 
are still sons born to Naomi in Bethlehem. Our 
place is much crowded, without the help of 
schools^ organs, bagpipes, Or singing men and 
-singirtg wosmen. The silver trumpet sounded 
by a free-born citizen of Zion, the harp of God, 
and the heart in tune by grace, make the best 
hielody in the ears of the Lord God of ^ababth. 
My soul blesses him for having kept me from 
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luporjttijljoQ, liuman inveatiims, yoTiintary hmhi^ 
lity, wilti^worsbip, and all gaudy shew in the flesh ; 
which is setting the ark on a new cart, and draw*- 
wg it by beasts. The Lord's goodly horse in the 
)3AttIe.is Judah, or Jew inwardly; and his state 
equipage is the chariot of his willing people : 
in this he rides with his sword girt upon his 
thigh; tbe giridle is faithfulness; his sword 
is his word ; his bow is the tongue of his ser* 
vants ; his arrows are his reproofs ; his sceptre 
is the ministry of the Spirit; his throne the af- 
fections of his people ; and his loyal subjects, 
and the glory they ascribe to him, are his 
crown. This is our King, and these are the 
ensigns of his royalty. The ark was the type 
of all this, and Ezekiel's vision the antitype of 
the ark ; and Christ, and the church under the 
gospel, the life, soul, and substance of all vision. 
And what call have we for a new cart, when 
poor sinners are so eagerly opening their hearts 
to receive him ? And what call for oxen, when 
we have sanctified priests, whose shoulders are 
already bowed to carry both him and his cross, 
if he will but condescend to ride ? Nor need we 
the arm of Uzzah, seeing the Spirit of the living 
creature is in the wheels. 

Oh! what weights, fetters, and swaddling 
bands! what ho6da and vails, webs, rust, and 
rubbish, have carnal men clogged the cause of 
God with ! when cvcl-y poor perishing sinner, 

V S 



vfhff obtains ' a manifestation of Christ in hit 
heart* knows that he receives at once all the 
religion that he wants for time and eternity. 
This was niy case; God revealed his Son in me 
that I might preaeh him among the&entiies; 
and I find that infuirte wisdom nc^ds no archi* 
tect, omnipotence knows ho obstruction; My 
enemies all call me^ an original ;' and I am sur£ 
that thie religion of former days is better than 
theirs, and I believe that I have inquired Wisely 
concerning this. The' old outcry of * Antino- 
mian' is worn tbread-hare, and the other scare* 
bird, called * a bad spirit,' has no eflFect on the 
birds of Paradise, who flock like doves to their 
windows. 

"They that honour me (says God) I will 
honour." God's darling Son is our scde delight,' 
and the Father loveth us bec&use we have loved 
him. It was the good; hand of our God that 
burnt us out of the old chapel : We were to; 
Ve tao longer hid: in a corner, nor kept in the 
back ground, but to go forth and shew, our- 
selves; and we now seem a wonder to all about 
uSj- and a wdnder to ourselves. The" kingdom 
stands among us in the power of God; .and it 
increases and enlarges oti its own proper basis; 
while we stfe that all h^umatl pomp, intended 
to imitate it, and worldly policy used in' the 
i^iipply of it, visibly wither, fade, and decay; 
s^nil so shall every worldly maxim; for "the 
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kingdom df'Go(l stands inrighteousnesS; peace^ 
and joy in. the Holy Ghost." And, as sure as 
I am. a sinner, the empire of the devil is now 
propt.up, varnished, . and set off and supported, 
hy the sacred names of ministers, gospel, griice 
of God, and the name of Jesus ; for these names 
are all they have. But, as for the ministers of 
the Spirit, a regenerated family, and that gospel 
which is the power of God to salvation, these 
are not easy to be found. . 

Our united love to Mrs. B. and yourself con- 
cludes me 

Your aifectiona,te friend, 

• W. Huntington. 



CXVII. 

January 6> 1813. 



BEAR FRIEND, 



X OUR son returning, I send you a scrap ; but 
my hand shakes so much, that I have hard work 
at times to scribble at all. I thank you for the 
presents you sent to unworthy me. Many of 
our flock are sick, though not unto death, but 
for the glory of God. J am now very feeble 
and old, and yet " bring forth fruit in old age, 
to shew that the Lord is upright." In Christ 
is all our fruit found; and by virtue of an union 
with him grace is communicated to us, and by 



us it bttdsy blossdms, and brin||S fbtth friitt it 
the world, to the glory dnd praSse of God, ^ho 
is the grand source from whom all good flowsL 
Cleave close to the Head of influence, for witfa« 
out him we can do nothing, being a dead, dry, 
barren composition of all eviL 

Happy they who stand by faith in the Lord's 
strength, that exist in his life, that shine in bis 
light, girded with his truth, clothed with his 
robe, speaking with his mouth, engaged in his 
warfare, and walking with him in peace and 
equity. Tl)e Papists are now making their 
greatest, and I believe last struggle, in which 
the profi^ssing world will be tried. The out* 
ward court of the established church will be 
given them, and then the power of the holy 
people must be scattered. Anninians, letter^ 
men, and hypocritical professors, may and will 
escape Zion's furnace, but not the eternal fur- 
nace of fire ; for *^ all shall worship him whose 
names are not written in the Lamb's book of 
life ;" — that is their trap. This present>ar, the 
saints* trial, the beast's struggle, the revolution 
of France, the triumphs of the beast, his ruin^ 
and the resurrection of Zion, are all in the ele* 
venth chapter of the Revelation. 

My love to dame, and to all that ^or^t us in 
our reverend and revered Saviour. 

The CoAt|i£Avt:|(. 
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gcvni. 



August 30, 180i. 



My dear Friend, Grace and Peace be inultiplie4» 
through our Lord Jqsus^ the Son of the Fathet^ 
ia truth and love. 

I qoF£ you are not the worse» but the bqtter, 
for my last viait. J am fully persuaded that 
God haa planted his fear in thy heart, and no 
fruit of the Holy Spirit will ev^r be lost ** Tho 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ;'' 
and its business is to bring distant things near ; 
such as death, judgment, and the world to come; 
and, as these come near, so evil is departed 
irom : because this grace presents God as pre* 
sent, watching oyer ns, and observing all our 
actions ; and this makea us stand in awe. To 
this grace hope ia added, which is a looking out 
for, and expecting, some future good, which 
God has pron^ised to poor sinners, and which 
the sensible sinner feels his need of. Under 
this grace the soul becomes stayed; for, aU 
though love and comfort, life, and the assurance 
of it, are much needed, yet the first stage of 
hope is of an inestimable worth, because it 
counteracts despondency, raises the soul up 
with support, which lightens the burden ; and 
it blunts the arrows of wrath, and in a great 
measure makes us utsa^d mgvt firm against the 



darts and accusations of Satan. And this, Sarah, 
is such a vronderiiil mdulgeoce, that the pro* 
phet saySy.the sinner '^puts his mouth in the 
dust, ir so be there may be hope." For.thisi in- 
dulgeoce, and for this saving grace, my dear 
Sarah, be not unmindful, ungrateful, nor un- 
thankful; but acknowledge every indulgence, 
^irery revival, 'every gleim of hope, grain of 
faith, and dawn of love 4 knowing. that We 
liave forfeited every right and title, and every 
daim upon God, Wthfor things spiritual and 
temporal. 

; And do let me advise my dear sister in God 
never to be remiss in her duty — ^let me say pri- 
vilege, for siich God knows it is, and that with 
a. witness. It is the method whidi I always 
unremittingly pursue, in every time of danger^ 
trouble, or distress-^-^to pray without ceasing; 
to be short at it, unless uncommonly enlarged 
pnd indulged; and to go constantly, and tell 
|iim plainly,, and. without reserve, all that I feci, 
fear, or dread; all that is amiss; and aggravate 
every evil to the uttermoEst;. pleading guilty; 
faulty, and unworthy to the last degreie. And 
"God, and God only, know$ the success, the he- 
spefits and blessings I have experidericed in- this 
poor pimple way. And. sure I am that the re- 
bellion of nly heart is of a most singular naf 
.ture; for, though I pray against the power of 
it both day ai^d mgbt^ jyck atilldtliarassesine.. 



But there is no discbai^e in this war, except hy 
death ; that, dear Sarah, is the lastengagement,^ 
m which we are to be*. " more than, conquerors 
through him that hath loved us.'* * 

Give my kind love to Tom. and Bess/and^ 
accept the same from ;! 

. The CoALHEAViB, S, S* 



CXIX. 

Jnne 12, 1806. ■> 

My dearly beloved Friend ; Grace, mercy and peace 
be with thee, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I KNOW that at this time thou art in the fur-^ 
aace, which is the common lot of all: and 
when we are put into that fire many dismal 
things are presented, to our view, and the worst 
of conclusions are drawn and imagined: but 
God's aim in it is to discover to us the evils o€ 
our nature ; to humble, soften, and meeken >U9 
under them; and to break the spirjt, and make 
it contrite. . The fire discovers our corruptibnt 
to the bottom ; and you may depend upon this, 
that the remedy will go as deep as ' the disease ; 
and the abounding consolations will succeed 
the abounding aiilictions. The heart of the 
saint shall know its own bitterness ; nor shall 



t3i6w who are strangers to this itttermeddle with 
jjoys of the tried Christian. 

The furnace^ my dear friend, makes as fit 
temples for the Lord of hosts, who dwells with 
tiie contrite heart, and revives the spirit of the 
humble. And sure I am that the more we are 
broken and mortified under afflictions, the more 
shall we thrive and grow under the influence of 
the ever blessed Spirit of promise. Every cha- 
racter that Christ bears suits none but tried 
souls ; for those that are full lothe the honey- 
comb ; nor have they an appetite for the bread 
of life, or for the righteousness of faith. The 
whole-hearted need no physician, nor do the 
wise need instruction ; the lost sheep, and 
perishing souls, are the Lord's charge ; these are 
the creatures of his care, and the purchase of 
his blood ; after these he goes ; while he leaves 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, to feed 
On the provisions of Sinai and Horeb, they 
being only sheep in name and appearance, but 
Hot in nature, for they are not the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. 

My kind Jove to Tommy, Bessy and Fanny, 
and all friends. Dear Sarah, adieu ! 

Yours affectionately, 

W.H. S.S. 
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GXX. 

Aug. 25, 180^. 

I WAS glad to hear from thee> and bless my 
God for his goodness to thee. The communioa 
of saints is an article of faith^ and where there 
is oonnnunion there must be union. Love,, 
^arahy is the bond of all perfectness ; and this^ 
cord comes forth from Cod the Father, and with 
the love of Christ becomes a twofold cord; 
the Soi^itiign love of the Father, and the dying 
love of Christ But, in the application of love 
by the Spirit, it becomes a threefold cord, and 
when bound to the heart it is not quickly 
broken. This bond, Sarah, is the cementing 
tie, the ddmpftctiog brace of the whole fabric. 
Charity edifies^ or raises up the whole building 
of tnerey. Love purges us from all our idols, 
and dethrones the old man; whose soul, life, 
and limbs, are unbelief, enmity, and ignorance ; 
which are the chief of the devil's image ; but 
efiiixity is the worst : hence the worst threaten** 
ihg iti the law is le^^elled at them that hate me^ 
says Ood, while I shew mercy to thousands of 
them that lovt me. Love is the soul of the 
new flfian, which turns Hagar and Ishmael both 
out of doors; and with them wrath, strife, and 
dfbate <:fase« Nothing but auger, jealousy, 



nge, evil sonnisings, and a savour of die tfiings 
of the flesh, prevail where this Egyptian bond- 
maid and wild man dwell. 

God will be better to thee, Sanh, thanthoa 
expectest. When once the csuil of the heart 
and the vul upon the mind are ren^ and when 
once truth enters, the Lord often puts in his 
finger by that hole, and makes the bowels 
move, while the myrrh hangs upon the lo(^ of 
unbelief, and makes it give way. 

God bless thee. 

V. H. is. S, 



CXXI. 

CricUewood^ Nov. 19^ IflQff. 

The Coalheaver to his venerable and revered mother- 
. Sarah, sendeth greeting, with perfect peace, and 
at such a time. 

HOKOURED MOTHER, 

I HAVE no doubt but thou art still at war with 
the grand enemy, and with his allies, the inbred 
corruptions of depraved nature. These things 
lying contrary to our best designs and best pur-^ 
suits, furnish us with a daily cross, which the* 
Captain of our salvation tells us to ta;ke up daily, 
and to follow him. All and ^veiy adversary 
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We have to cope with has been coiiiquered er6 
^e were bom, ^* Be of good cheer,** says the 
Lord^ ** I have overcome the world.*' And his 
victory is the cause of our good cheer, becaus^e 
lour faith makes his conquest our own ; ** This 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our ferith.'* 

I am sorry to hear by Mr. H. that your 
health is so indifferent; but all things must 
and shall work together for our soul's goodi 
And afflictions keep our thoughts at home, 
bring the^nd in view, and keep us from putting 
far away the evil day. In afflictions we labour 
to muster up every evidence that we can; and 
some small things and tokens ^br good, which 
passedtiinnoticed, as of little worth, and lightly 
esteemed, are in afflictions courted, embraced, 
and hugged ; for " to the hungry soul every 
bitter thing is sweet;" that is, the soul would 
sooner be under the rod, and feel his own sore, 
the plague of his heart, and his own burden, 
than be given up to ease, sloth, insensibility, 
and camkl security! And so, in times of aftlic*> 
tion, weak faith, feeble hope, momentary joys, 
transient visits, sudden rays of light, meekness,* 
submission, self abasement, humilit}^; together 
with every supporting arid encouraging word, 
and every .enlargement of heart, or liberty in 
prayer, or apparent answer thereto, are all 
courted, called in, pondered over, and highly 
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prized, when the $oul is in 4;be /iinitc«. Jn 
4hort, all of Christ, and eyery thwg bfUfmgiffig 
to him, are of iafiaite worth to the ^ipner that 
^ poor in spirit And every gmoe witl^ wiU 
itir thepiselves with all their energy and power 
in times of trouble; for by these things grace 
lives, and in all these is the life of graoe di^ 
covered to the soul ; for God's strength through 
grace is m^de perfect in weakness, and appeacs 
to be enough, and all sufficient, when x>ur heart 
^nd flesh both fail, and we retain no stnenglh^ 
** To them that have no might he increaseth 
strength." 

Come, Sarah, pluck up thy courage, and be 
of good comfort, for '^ they shall not be ashamed 
that wait for him.'* He deals out all oiwafflic* 
tions by weight and measure; and will never 
lay more on than he will enable us to bean 
We are his own dear bought bargain ; the pur« 
chase and inheritance of the Lord ; and he will 
never lose one particle of what he has bought, 
neither of the body, nor of the soul: no; there 
shall not an hair oFour head perish. Sin in us 
is Satan's work, and not God's, and this he will 
root up and purge out of his inheritance ; so 
tlxat ^' there shall be no more the Canaanite in 
the house of the Lord." 

Kind love to Tom, Fan, and Bess. 

Eve; yours, 

S. S. 
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CXXII. 

D«c.8« 1800. 

DEAR SAItAR, 

1 THIS day received a line from Tom, dated 
from Lincoln, where he complains much of the 
hadness of trade, as is the case in most cathe-* 
dral towns; but he informs me that you arg 
isomething better, at which tidings I was not a 
little pleased, having often begged the good 
Lord to remember poor old Sarah in all her af- 
flictions. God abideth faithful though W9 
believe not ; and, as a faithful God has givea 
us what little faith we have, so, if we want 
more, he must give it, as it grows not in nature's 
garden; being a grace of God, a free-grace gift 
from a Redeemer's fulness, a fruit of the Spirit, 
a manifestation of our eternal election, and a 
declaration of our sonship. We believe in God 
with his own faith; we hope in his mercy with 
his own hope ; we love him with his own love ; 
we fear him with his own fear, and worship 
jbim with his own Spirit and his own truth; 
and, as ail these things come down .from him, 
so all retjurn to him again, in confessions, in 
prayers, in praises, and in thanksgivings. And 
these go by the name of water, as we are. called 
-dry laud and dry ground; because they soften, 
rcriv^ refresh, and replenish this mystical 
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earth ; and afford meekness, bumility, .and self 
abasement, which things tx>unteract hardness 
of heart and stubbornness of spirit, that can- 
not yield, bend, or submit, to the will of God. 
And 1 believe that all trials which are sanctified 
do yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
to them that are exercised thereby; and nothing 
adorns the soul more than a meek and quiet 
spirit, a submissive will, and humility ;unde^ 
liis afflicting hand. And sure I am that, the 
more we are tried, the more meek, the more ac;* 
cess to God, and the more free and famiKar with 
iiim, ** Learn of me,'* says the Lord; " fori 
am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall- find 
rest to your souls." ^ 

Excuse haste. 

Ever yours, 

W.H. S.S. ' 



CXXIIL 

Nov. 26, ISG7. ♦ 

Venerable and revered Mother,' the son of thy v6wi 
sendeth greeting, with perfect peace through 
Jesus Christ. • ^ 

.We were favoured with a fine day and a proSi- 
perous journey on our return, through the good- 
nessof God^ and found all well ^t home, Uessed 



ht his ham^ who hears and answers' prayer. In 
health I am purely » and free from cold, through 
the tender mercy of the Lord, which is wliaX 
I prayed for^ as the harvest is great and the la- 
bourers, are few, I often think of David's 
words, and have taken great encouragement 
from them, " I will cry unto God most high; 
unto God that performeth all things for me," 
Psalm Ivii. 2. And I am sure that he performs 
all things for me, for T carry all my complaints 
and wants to him; nor does he reprove or re» 
buke me for it. The sparrow, the lily, and 
the hairs of our head, are not out of his care, 
nor beneath his notice; much less the wants, 
griefs,, complaints, and concerns of his dearly 
beloved and dear bought children. He has an 
ear to their cry, a bottle for their tears, bowels 
for their griefs, and a hand for their help. And 
let nothing deter my old mother from frequent- 
ing his throne, and paying her constant visits 
there. 

The caul of thy heart is rent, the vail is 
opened and removed, the evil and plague of thy 
heart are not hidden from thee ; and, although 
unbelief is the bar th^t bolts the hearts up 
against Christ, yet there has been at times a 
little myrrh upon the handles of that lock, 
which has made it give way or fly back; the 
JBeloved has put in his hand (of power) by the 
hole of that d^or^ and thy bowels have been 



ihoved for him, as the spouse expresses hi^rself. 
And when once truth begins to enter it will 
groNir and prevail ; it will disturb Satan's nest, 
and make him relinquish the fort royal; nor 
will he ever regain it; for, if truth enters, equity 
will enter also, and conscience, once enlightened, 
informed, instructed, and furnished with power 
by the Spirit, will act for Christ; the work will 
go rapidly on, and Christ will never give up the 
contest till he gains the heart. We are his, 
purdhased with a price, his own portion and in* 
heritance, and he will lose no part of it 

Kind love to Tom, Bet, and Fan, and ac- 
cept the same from one that is better to thee 
than ten other sons. 

The Doctor. 



CXXIV. 



Dec. 28, 1 807. 



Dearly beloved in tlie Lord, 

Yours came safe to hand, but it was long oii 
the road; slow, but sure. You were the firSt 
to whom I wrote after my return, and the last 
that answered; but I spare you. It is true, my 
dear fiiend, God does regard the prayer of thi 
destitute, and not despise it. My pdor, feeble, 
and defenceless soul bends herself with all her 
mightat this tnost glorious of all privileges, be- 
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trig so trdly sensible df the gains and profit* 
that arise from so lucrative a calling. God hai 
called ut to the fellowship of his Son. True^^ 
dear friend, I have no doubt, but he does heaf 
thy poor petitions; and, if one thousand go up, 
jttid nb answer is returned, the time shall comd 
when all shall be answered at once, like a flood 
or inundation, that carries all before it. ** Every 
one that asketh receiveth, and he that seeketh 
fiildeth,'* You may believe me when I say I 
could most willingly lock myself up, and retire 
from all human society for ever, only to attend 
fo this very thing — reading the word, and 
pleading suitable passages in humble prayer: 
This ii^ my pleasing element, my court days, 
and rrty Soul's delight; ^and I have followed it 
up till it is become most sweet to me, and Satan 
had laboured as hard against it; but no enemy 
to my soul under heaven has ever been able to 
prevail against it. When I received such vild 
treatment from T., to whom I had been the 
kindest friend, I was enabled so to prevail a^ 
the throne of grace against him, that I felt in 
my own soul the court of heaven was moved in 
defence of my cause; and he shall rue the ef- 
fects of it. 

Be honest, my dear friend, and act truly and 
uprightly with thine own soul, and suffer con*- 
science to magnify her office. " Search me, 
sTnd try me,'* said David; who was willing to 

X 2 
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know the worst ; be did not desire to have bis 
wounds healed slightly, with a cry, of " Peace, 
peace." Whatever wild terrors, horrors, alarms, 
frights, and fears, hypocrites like Cain, Esau, 
Sauly and Judas, may have bad, be assured of 
this, that none know and feel the plague of their 
own hearts but God's elect — the churches, not 
the.world. *' All the churches shall know that 
I am he that searcheth the reins and hearts," 
Rev. ii. S3. Therefore submit, and be willing 
to have the worst laid open. It is the true light 
which discovers the depths of the human heart; 
it is the omniscience of God that makes mani- 
fest the counsels, workings, conceptions, and 
productions, of inbred corruptions; and it is the 
life of God that gives all our longings, cravings, 
hungerings, and thirstings, after the provisions 
of Zion. God, my frieiul, is in all these works, 
V I wound, and 1 heal ; I bring low, and I lift 
up." Yea, he killeth by the law, .and maketh 
alive by the Spirit; " be bringeth down to the 
grave and brlugcth up.'' These are tlic sick 
which need the great Physician; and not. the 
whole, the sound, nor the healthy. 

None know the depth of man's fall, nor the 
foulness and filth, the uncleanness, the infide^y 
and enmity, hardness and impenitency, the re- 
bellion and atheism, of pur inbred corruptions, 
but those who. are taught of God; and none but 
f uch Will ever embrace, adore, and admire the 



S09 

Saviour. Of all the spectres, ghosts, beasts or 
devils, whether in earth or hell, whether real or 
imaginary ; not one ever appeared half so fear- 
ful, terrific, or dreadful to me as myself, when 
exposed by the application of the law! No free- 
will, self-confidence, daring presumption, false 
hopes, or head notions, can live, or maintain 
their standing, on this ground: and I bless God 
for their destruction; for when we are thus 
withered God revives us, and under his revivings 
a better crop is produced; faith and hope, fear 
and peace, love and joy, light and life, spring 
up; and this fruit shall never fade, wither, or 
die away. 

Gbme, old girl, pluck up, take heart, be of 
good courage, and " he that shall come will 
come/' The old man has got the dagger in 
him, t^nd die he must. And Satan has lost the 
fort royal of thine affections, ancf shall never re- 
gain it more. ■ 

The Doctor. 
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cxxv. 

Crieklewood^ ^an. 90^ ).808. 

To my ancient and' vener^l^ mother S9.rab, of bleseird 
- - and everlaatihg memory, th^ son of thy yow^ 

■ 'sendeth greeting*. . ^ -V 

XiAST night I returned from labour, tired, dry 
and weary; and saw Xbe epistle of: my revered 
jm^vD% .bu4L^v^ too much fkligmd to read it 
These' lasib gd^s of tlie:rsouth wind have fi)le4 
the sail&x)rior0^,;4lK>u:h^t weathered the Cap^ 
of GoodHope^aerossed the::8oa^^ lin^;.aad arj. 
pn thy way fbr Jtiis ^aeiie.Oeeafi ; >^ the; bitter- 
fiess of jd;eatfai9pa$t/iatid;thau:8fagU; n^ver die. 
<' Blessed; is,' jhe:l|i^ beHeyetbi:^^fortbere s|i^l) 
be a perfonnanc^ o£ whatriis toid ^r ^foin tb^ 
Lord:^:' . The .f;»ri^ti&nt5:;x»f thine, epistlie uaovpd 
the compassion . of .my sonV ^od furnished mf 
with a tjpibute of praise and a thank offering to 
my God, which I deferred not to offer in the 
behalf of thyself, and the friends in the North, 
O how . does his goodness . to thee endear his 
most gracious Majesty to me! He always 
catiseth us to triuniph in Christ; and delights 
in us, bepause wc confide in and adore his dearly 
beloved 3on, 

Faith, -my dear friend, is the leading grace 
of the Saviour's empire; and like leaven itwill^ 



under the Spirit^ energy vnd mfiuiwce»^<i}fft)8| 
itself, and ferment the ' whole fna$9 ; it will 
pqwerfully discover that ju5t one, for it i9 a 
^eing of him whp is invisible. It ben(}$» 
l^pws, and subdues our rebellious wills to choo^Q 
and prefer Christ above every thing else, 

whether under or above the sun. It will wrestle, 

» ■ • . • • 

struggle, strive, and fight with every thing 
that stands betwixt Christ and the 90ul; it is 
the victory that ov^rcomest the world. It will 
powerfully influence the mind ; for it is a law 
(h^t God writes therein; and, by the influpce 
gf the Spirit producing this grape, Qpd is 8ai4 
tQ persuade Japbeth. The last advance tha| 
f^th makes is a desc(snt into the heart, pr 
rather the <:onsciernce ; for it is with the bear^ 
th^^t maq believes unto righteousness; and into 
this principality faith will bring the atonemen^i 
fyjr Qod purifies the heart by faith. Faith wil) 
sprin^&le the hfart from an evil cpnscience; i^ 
vrill work out all the sin and fear, guilt an^ 
shame,, filth and fume, that defile iis, and mfikt; 
conscience as white as the snpw in Salmon* 
This turns scarlet into wool, and crimson intQ 
snow. Add to all this, faith will put on th^ 
wedding robe ; ** Jhe righteousness of Christ is 
to all and upon all that believe." And with 
this wedding garment comes the Spirit, to bear 
witness with our spirit ; " He that believes has 
the witness in hiniself." Now, when this robd 
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fc put oti, guilt purged, the justifying sentence 
passed in the court of conscience ; when peace- 
With God is proclaimed, and the witness of 
God*s Spirit obtained, the devil will lose all 
grounds of charge and of accusation ; for who 
caA lay a charge against the elect of God? And 
sure I am that; if the devil had no other crimes, 
God would damn him for accosing the innocent, 
condemning the just, and for bearing false wit- 
ness against his neighbour, or near dwcllef, for 
we cannot get for from Satan, 

I helieve that the pou'ner which abode upon 
me on the day to which you allude, the things 
prayed' for, the words pleaded, the faith that at- 
tended them, and ' the firm hope of an answer, 
eame alf down* from God, and* unto God I sent 
them again, to be distilled in answers upon the 
bodies^ soiils arid family of them in whose be- 
half my soul was engaged. And your letter 
convinces me that I did not travail fn vain ; 
for your faith grows exceedingly, and has al- 
ready begun to work by love : and there are 
but two steps more for her to take; the first is 
to undermine all doubts, fears and unbelief, and 
to prevail above them ; the second is to fiH you 
with joy and peace In believing. 
* ' I beg you will not pay any more postage of 
letters ; it is a disgrace to my cloth, and to ^y 
title also. My success in town is great; and 
my children grow lx)th in town^ud country^ 
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blessed be God My kind love to all the saints^ 
the Ragman, the Justice, the old Ladies, the 
honourable women, and all that love my best 
Beloved, 

Adieu! 

The Doctor. 



CXXVI. 

Jan. 23, 1808. 



Having this .morning, been much indulged 
by my invariable and eternsil Lover, I must visit 
my poor old Sarah again. . I am truly in travail 
far the poor .Ragman aud his family, and am 
persuaded that I ^hall not travail in vain; and 
I believe that that immenae and omnipresent 
Being, who fills all space, will make my poor 
old^one feel the influence that I am now under. 
I perceive, by the contents of her last, that shq 
is not sticking in. the miry, clay of flesh and 
blood, buried in natural affections, which are 
kept, boiling by distrust and God^dishonouring 
unbelief— as if the church of God had no head, 
Zionnoking, the children of>men no parent^ 
and the widows of God's habitation no bus r 
band* The devil transformed is the root of alt 
such fruits, and the fountain of all thb corrupt 
spring. Rise we up into the spirit, the faitb^ 
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^dtbe love of God; and then, bcfBg enabled 
to prevail with the Lord, he will enable us to 
9)anage all things else, without bowing our 
shoulders to bear the burdens, which God tell| 
us to cast upon him. I laboured for years in 
your old yoke; but, blessed be God, he has 
taught me better, and my soul delights herself 
in the Almighty, and Qod rules, cares for, pro- 
vides, and manages all my family affairs and 
concerns ; and, as David says, performs all 
things for ipe. 

I hope my ancient one struggles hard, now 
ii'hile the labour is in hand. ^' Shall I cauae to 
travail, and not cause to bring forth? Shall I 
cause to bring forth, and shut the womb, saith 
thy God?" Shall I exercise my children with 
legal bondage, fear and torment, and make 
them travail under wrath and guilt, and not 
shed abroad my love in their hearts, to cast out 
fear and torment? Or shall I cause them to 
bring forth life, light, and hope, and shut the 
womb of my seqret decree? No: I have pre-* 
destinated them to the adoption of sons, and 
they must and shall be bom again. '^ I will 
pour out my Spirit upon thy seed, and my 
biessing upon thine offspring.'' — This is for 
thee; hear it, and know it for thy good. I did 
not mean that thou shouldest confess thy sins 
to any but God ; it is against him that we have 
linnedj and to him confeasipn should- be ffiade; 
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PbI^s under ^ny particular evil, which 3iEtt«H^ 
f tfg^S^^s Xq be singular, and without a preccr 
fjept, apd unpardoDable, in Qrder |o shut us up 
in d^^ir; in ^uch a case (read Jamqi^ v.. 16) i|: 
fnay b^ proper* Such a3 know their own hcarf 
l^now yours 9l$q, and uf ed no information upoi^ 
that head. 

J[ fia> ^his day IpQking .out at the cold, frosty 
yeal^^er, longing for thp return of the ?Rr/p^ 
\>rhen I IfPpe fay breath will be hotter; at prcr 
f pnt it is Haprt enough, ai^d keeps me looking 
.jL9\v9r4s that night ^^eo th? I^bQUtiera $hal^ rer 
feive their hire. 

Adieu ! 

W.IL S.S. 



M%j27, 1908. ■ 

The I>octor to bid dear and venerable .daughter 

Sarah. * 

SiNQE my return I have received. an^ read 

* » 

yours: but could return no answer till to day, 
Mr. Jenkins having been with me till.thi3 
morning, I am made manifest in thy con- 
science, and all such are in my heart to live and 
die with them; their God is my God, and thei;: 
people my people ; nor will death itself part 
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thee and me. The stakes of Zion are not to hi 
loosed, nor one cord broken. The love of 
God — Father, Son, And Spirit^ arc durable 
cords; in which we are bound up in the bundle 
of life with the Lord Jesus. It was fhese that 
drew us to Christ, and to each other; and they 
will keep us one in Christ, and one among our- 
selves, for evermore. Death has no power 
upon divine charity; it is as 4itrong as death, 
and stronger too; for perfect love will cast out 
the fe^r of death, even in this our present 
state: and lam persuaded that neither life nor 
death shall ever be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord/* 
All grace is incorruptible seed, and must reign 
unto eternal life. 

You know not how glad I was to see poor 
Tom and the Justice in the island; it was 
something like Paul's meeting the brethren in 
his way to Rome, when he thanked God and 
took courage. The Hebrews in that part of 
the country begin to come forth out of tlicir 
holes, and those that sat in darkness shew them**' 
selves. I have long sowed, and now I begin 
to reap, which is the most pleasing p^rt of the 
husbandry; the preparatory work is all in hope^ 
but this part is reaping with joy. But the har- 
vest home is before us, though now only in 
hope; when the Master of the harvest will ap- 
pear, when the whole crop will be raised, and 
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all the sheaves and shocks be brought* home^ 
When the first fruits shall be seen, and the 
rest of the wheat shall appear with him, then 
the Master and the servants, the sowers and 
the reapers, will all rejoice together. We have 
in hope, Sarah, the earnest of all this. The 
same Spirit, which gives us the first fruits, will 
perform all that is yet to come. He is the 
pledge of it all, and in possession of us, to as- 
sure our hearts of this welcome, this blessed, 
this long looked for, and much desired end. 

By the contents of yours there is a shaking 
among the bones at Grantham. I hope I shall 
be enabled once more to prophesy to the wind ; 

and who knows but bone may come to his 

^^ • 

bone? Tender my love to Tom, to Fanny, the 
Justice, and all that love us in Christ Jesus. 

The Coalkzavejx. 



CXXVIII. 

Nov. 25, 1806. 

The Coalheavei* to old Sarah sendeth greeting, with 
perfect peace^ and at such a time. 

Old Sarah wants a crutch, and the Doctor a 
back-string. Nevertheless invalids are the most 
capable of sympathy; the lame may prop up 
the^ lame, as well as the blind lead the blind. 
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I have been vcry'rneumatic in niy hips, kneeti, 
Sec. 'But this I firmly believe, that every crosi 
i4 a hail, and every inbred corruptioti, especially' 
liflbelief and enmity, arc as hammers to drive 
thesd nails home; and these together crucify 
me to this world, and keep me dead to it. Not 
due satisfying feast, not one che6rmg cordial,' 
tot one sweet mol-sel, from th6 dainties of na- 
ture, or from the breasts of creature consola-^ 
tions, will tire Lord suffei* me to feast upx)ti. 
He pours his bitter draughts into every ctip, ex-" 
cept the cJup of salvation. And surely he riiust 
have a respect unto us, or he would not so wean' 
us from the world, follow us up with so many 
bills bf divorce, and watch over ni ^^ith so jea- 
lous an eye. 

The old marriage covenant says, " Thou 
shalt love the Lord with all thy heart;" and the 
new covenant says, " He that loveth his own 
life better than me is iiot worthy of me." Every 
cross that galls the shoulders, every nail that 
pierces the old man, and every thorn that gores 
the fleshV weakens, wounds, and cripples some 
member or other of the old man of sin*' By 
these things ^ur idols get into disesteem ; and 
this work must go on, however irksome or pain- 
ful. " Frotri all your idols will I cleanse you. 
No s^m'ali lot of furnace work has fallen to my' 
share; and, although these trials hav^ not al- 
\^ays btfeu sticceeded 'with Ibv^, joy, bi* ooriiftfrt; 
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yet they have been followed with humility, 
meekness, life, and peace. The carnal mind 
crossed is the life of the spiritual mind ; while 
the storms and rage of the old man precede the 
calms of the new. The elder must serve* the 
younger; and he does so when his unhallowed 
motions make us sick of self, of sin, and of the 
world; and When his sore plagues drive ui t6 
prayer, and td relinquish all confidence in th6 
flesh. We mnst not, my dear Sarah, look at the 
things which are seen, but at unseen realities. 
The way is mountainous, rough, and crooked, 
before us; but, blessed be God, it is level, 
Smooth, and straight, behind. 

I now salute old Sarah with a kiss of charity, 
sending two of the same sort to Fanny and Bet- 
sey, and one to Misd B. Success to the Ragman, 
and my kind respects td the Justice; not for- 
getting Mrs. Sk and all the seed royal. The 
higher powers joiii With me in kind love. 

The Doctor. 
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GXXIX. 

180d« 

To my ancient and venerable dangbter Sarah. 

When j'ours arrived with its strange dircc- 
tion, in the scholastic and flowery style,. I said 
the hands are those of Esau ; but, when I exa- 
mined the contents, it 'was the voice of Jacob. 
My poor old daughter has been long in chains, 
long shut up, and deeply sunk in the pit of hor*r 
ror, and in the gloomy and dismal regions of 
hopeless darkness, of which I myself have been 
an eye and an ear witness. But ^^ the needy 

« 

shall not always be forgotten; the expectation 
of the poor shall not perish tor ever." Tlie year 
of release shall come, the jubile trump jshall 
sound, the state prisoners must go forth, and 
those that sit in darkness shall shew themselves; 
and such as cry in the closet must be rewarded 
openly, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it. You have long lain among the pots, and 
they were the potsherds of the earth that at- 
tempted to get thee out; forgers of lies, and 
physicians of no value : but there is a set time 
to favour Zion, and that time will never be pro- 
longed. For " though ye have lien among the 
pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove co» 
vered with silver, and her feathers with yellow 
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gold." Few sink so ^cep ii the Coalbeavcr, and 
few rise higher than Ididfrhen the eagle's wings 
were put on, and I began to mount. And I 
am fuJly persuaded that the joyful sound hai| 
reached thine ears, and thine heart too; faith 
moves, and conscience feels her feet. Faith 
always ventures abroad as soon as the bitterness 
of death is past ; for believing is a passing from 
death unto life, and leaving all condemnation 
behind. 

For the Lord's sake, slack not in thy dili- 
gence ; tarry not in the place of the breaking 
forth of children : faith must have the victory; 
therefore keep the old man fast by the heel, and 
get out first, that thou mayest obtain both the 
birthright and the blessing. The mourners in 
Zion shall be comforted : as afflictions abound^ 
«o consolations abound also. Prosperity must 
succeed adversity; as we partake of the afflic-;- 
tions, so we must also of the consolations. God 
only knows what is before, and in reserve for, 
my poor oUl Sarah. The kiss, the robe, and 
the ring; the banner, the wine cellar, and the 
best robe; the shoes, the wedding vest, and 
the fatted calf; the. best wine, and the joy un- 
speakable ; are all before thee ; and thou shalt 
know that I do not speak these things in vain. 

My soul is engaged for thy welfare, and I 
have daily remembrance of thee, and of the 
poor flock at G. I hope in God that, when 

Y 



dus loD^ eoUy dieary, Aaal, aad snrae wiatrr 

» pas^ I shall see my foor old Saiah cmce 

mote* I am o1^ and nttrr £d I fed moic 

liroin indemciit weather than daring dik winter. 

Ify soal is stiB afire ; but, when I come to 

Stand for two or three hoon, my strength b all 

gone, and I am a meer machine. 

Tender my kind lore to Tom, Fmny, and 

allfriends* 

Ever yours, 

W.ILS.S. 



CXXX. 

1808. 

1 RECEIVED the simple and savouiy epistle of 
my ancient and venerable daughter Sarah, of 
blessed and everlasting memory. My soul tra- 
vails for her, and she groans under my labour. 
There is no enchantment, there is no divina- 
tion, against my ancient one : '^ blessed is she 
that believed.'^ She, and the flock at G. attend 
me in all my prayers. I am very rheumatic, 
but hope, if I am spared, to see thy face once 
more, that my soul may bless thee before I die. 
Cast all thy cares and burdens upon Christ ; the 
whole government is upon his shoulders. To 
grope and muddle in flesh and blood, is stick- 
ing in the miry clay, as David calls it : but my 
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poor one rises up into the Spirit, and into 
Christ; and my soul with pleasure sees the 
brightness of thy rising. Hold all hearts, fa- 
mily, circumstances, and every thing else, friends 
and foes, in the hand of Christ; he is the heir 
of all things, the universal ruler of all; and 
every deceiver, and all the deceived, are his : 
and be sure to keep them here, and thou shalt 
surely see his hand, and admire his wise, mild, 
just, and propitious government. He will speak 
upon thine heart, and actuate thy mind with 
the living law of faith, which will exercise itself 
upon his presence and promises ; upon his sacri- 
fice and satisfaction ; upon his dying love and 
rising power ; upon his mediation and interces* 
sion ; upon his providence going before us, and 
upon his grace within us; and by these means 
he will draw thy heart and affections after him, 
with a thousand lovely cords of omnipotent 
sweetness. And thou shalt see it, admire it, and 
rejoice in it. 

The Lord suffered thee long to lie as a wo- 
man forsaken and grieved in spirit; as a wife 
of youth, refused by her husband. " In a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy 
on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.'' And 
this I know, for thou art in my heart, held both 
in faith and affection, and my hope of thee is 
ftedfast; knowing this, that, ^^as thou hast been 

y 2 
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partaker of the sufferings, so sfaalt thou be also 
of the consolations ;^ and, as the former have 
abounded, so shall the latter also abound. God 
alone called me, and he has made choice of my 
mouth to call thee ; and I have that love for 
thee and thine as is not to be found in nature, 
nor in all the corruption of it ; because the sal- 
vation of thy soul is the only cause of the la- 
bour of my love, which constrains me to re- 
member thee in every prayer of mine; and this 
is the bond of all perfectness. It knits the 
marriage knot between Christ and the soul, and 
makes them one spirit with the Lord. It is th« 
quintessence of our obedience to God, and gives 
us an existence in him. It is the perfecting of 
our liberty, and makes us free indeed. It is the 
bond of the covenant, and is a perfecting of out 
enjoyment of all the blessings in it. It finishes 
the new birth and makes it clear, and casts out 
all doubts and fears about it. It is the crown- 
ing work of grace, and the perfecting of all real 
holiness : " God hath chosen us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love." 
My love to the Ragman, and the girls. 

The Doctor* 
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CXXXI. 

August 17, 18O9. 
SARAH, 

I HAVE been very busy with my second crop 
of hay, or you should have heard from me 
sooner. I have had a sweet account, since my 
return from Ely, of a young man who was 
brought out during my last visit there ; another 
of a young man delivered in London; and on 
Tuesday last I received a third. AH which I 
intend immediately to answer, and send to the 
press. 

I am glad to hear by Tom that poor Sarah 
mends. Afflictions are npt joyous ; but they 
make manifest what we are, and whose we 
are. If graceless, we wa^ worse and worse 
under them, have much sorrow and wrath in 
them, and are at last consumed by them ; for^ 
if we do not belong to God, he will neither 
own, support, nor deliver us, nor suffer us to 
lay any claim upon him; much less sanctify 
our afflictions, by causing them tp work for our 
good. Nor will the Holy Spirit attend them 
with meekness, humility, or submission ; much 
less help our infirmities in praying, believing^ 
hoping, and waiting for the appearance of God. 
But, if God be for us, let our troubles be what 
they may, we shall fii)d some of the rubbish. 
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dross, and tin, purged away from the heart : vre 
shall find our nature more and more vile; self 
will sink into disesteem, and faith and hope 
get more firrn^ the mind more sound, and the 
soul more fortified to hope and trust in God ; 
yea, We shall resolve to do it, come what may. 
And I know that Sarah gains by occupying 
business in these great waters. " What is man," 
says Job, " that thou shouldest magnify him — 
that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him—* 
aiKl that thou shouldest visit him every morn- 
ing, and try him every moment?" Job vii. 17. 
This will be the case where God sets his heart ; 
and they that escape the furnace in this world 
have a worse furnace of fire before them ; so 
that a furnace is prepared for all. 

My love to Tom, Bess, Fanny, and all the 
seed royal. 

The Coaxhkavbr. 
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Feb. 25, I8O9. 
To my daughter Sarah, greeting. 

YoTJK kind epistles came to hand, and they 
are most truly welcome to me. But this cold 
and wet winter has tamed all my fiyitig pains 
into chronic ; and old age helps to fix and con* 
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firm them. This^ however, U no more tbs^n 
the outward man, which must decay, because 
the leprosy is d^ep in the walls. It has been 
scraped and plastered, and the priest has looked 
at it again and again ; but the fretting leprosy 
still remains^ and therefore ,it must and shall 
come down ; Levit. xiii* fiut the tenant within 
is not in the same predicament There is in 
that better part an immortal treasure, that shall 
live and abide for evermore. All that are hqfsn 
again have this treasure in their earthen yesse): 
and I have for some years past employed my 
mind and thoughts upon this incorruptible 
seed, Yrhich will and shall remain when time 
itself is dead. 

The word of our God shall stand for ever; 
it is never to depart from Christ, nor from his 
seed, accprding to the ten our of the covenant. 
"For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven," Psalm cxix. 8, 9* 

The quickening influence of God's Spirit is 
life eternal: by this death, in all the branches 
of his empire, is abolished, and we see and 
know that life and immortality are brought to 
light. God " is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living ; *' and he styles himself the God of 
their salvation, and claims them for his own, 
which are the offspring, or issues from death/' 
Psalm Ixviii. SO. 

The mercy of God is from everlasting to 
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everlasting upon them that fear him; and' this 
mercy, when exercised in our regeneration and 
renovation, is productive of many good fruits 
in us, and of many by us towards others, which 
are a comfort both to ourselves and to them ; 
and all these claim the Almighty for their God 
and their sire ; for he is *' the father of all mer- 
cies, and the God of all comfort," 2 Gor. i. 3. 

The morning star, which arises in our 
hearts, is a sure prelude to the Sun of Righteous- 

' ttess; is an immortal beam, and will shine more 
and more unto (he perfect day, being a ray of 
divine glory. " Arise, shine ; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of God is risen upon thee," 
saith the prophet ; " and the Lord shall be to 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 

• glory.** These, Sarah, are the children of light; 
and all their good and perfect gifts are from 
above, and come down from the father of these 
children, called lights, " with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning/' 

Furthermore, the least grace, or the most 
minute fruit of the Holy Spirit of God, is incor- 
poreal, immortal, and incorruptible; even though 
it be no more than the meek and quiet in- 
fluence which the Holy Ghost produces in the 
humble and contrite soul; and even these are 
ascribed to the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, " the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight .of 
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God of great price,** 1 Peter iii. 4. Now, if 
the meekness and quietude of the Holy Spirit, 
with which he adorns the penitent soul, be in- 
corruptible, and in the sight of God of great 
price, what must faith be, which receives the 
Spirit, obtains promises, attends prayer, gives 
glory to God, and overcomes the world ? Why, 
it is a seed of God, it is born of him ; is in al- 
liance with him, receives all help from him, and 
gives all glory to him; and is the leading, 
warring, and all-conquering grace, that leads on 
all the other train of competitors to the holy 
war; so says holy writ—" Whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world; and this is the 
victory that, overcometh the World, even our 
faith," 1 John v. 4. Now this grace of faith, 
which is " the substance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not seen," will not 
continue beyond the grave io its labour, toil, or 
exercises; in its attention on prayer, mixing 
with the word, quenching the darts of the 
devil, and fighting with the world ; yet it will 
remain as an eye; for even in this world faith is 
Sj, peeing him that is invisible, a viewing the 
promise at a distance; and we walk by it, and 
not by sight. Yet all this is but a looking 
through a glass darkly, and must give place 
when we see face to face. Moreover, there is 
a spark of divine life in every grace; hence 
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called ''fbe grace of life;*' and an inactire 
faith is by James called a ^^ faith without 
works/' which he declares to be dead. And 
tlic Lord himself affirms that all who believe i|i 
him have everlasting life, and shall not come 
again into condemnation; with which the Com- 
mon Prayer Book agrees in its Catechism^ call* 
ing it " a lively faith in God's mercy through 
Christ." 

All these, my dear Sarah, are most un- 
doubtedly the seeds of incorruption, which 
must live and abide for ever, seeing that sin, 
deaths and corruption, can work no change in 
them, have no dominion over them, nor any in- 
fluence upon them. " That which is horn of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit;" John iii. 6. 

Love also is among this list of incorruptible 
seeds, from which neither our sins nor Satan, 
life nor death, things present, nor things to 
come, neither height nor depth, nor any thing 
else, can ever separate our souls. Love is of 
God, and is shed abroad in our hearts by tlie 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us. It is sove- 
reign and free; unmerited, unalterable, and 
everlasting; and is the seed of our divine 
Father, which is lodged in the soul through 
, Christ. It is that charity which abideth for 
ever, and is the crowning work of the Holy 
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Spirit; for we are to be holy and without blame 
before God in love, £ph. i. 4.^ Again, on this 
subject of the incorruptible seed : 

Hope. A living hope is one of the fruits 
to which the regenerate soul is begotten when 
born anew by the Spirit, as appears from holy 
writ; *' Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who of his abundant mercy 
has begotten us again to a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead," 1 Peter 
J. 3. This is a good hope through grace; has 
life and activity in it; and is lively in its nature, 
in its exercises, and in its influences and opera- 
tions, being called an helmet, to screen th^ 
judgment from errors; an anchor that counter- 
acts despair; entering within the vail of Christ'jS 
flesh, and centering in God through him ; ^n4 
is a looking out, a longing for, an expectation 
pf, and a dealer in, things invisible, thingp 
good, things future, things much needed, things 
promised, and things sure and certain; and is a 
grace that is daily employed in waiting the re- 
turns of prayer, the income of promised mer- 
cies, and of all promised deliverances. 

Joy is also an incorruptible seed, being a 
fruit of ^;he Holy Spirit, and a grace from his 
fulness; " These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy may remain in you, and that 
your joy may be full." This is the grace 
that is to be our chief furniture when prayers 
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and tears, trials, and troubles, the work of 
faith, and expectations of hope, are to be no 
more; then praise and rejoicing, shouting and 
singing, triumphing and exulting, loving and 
adoring, seeing and admiring, embracing and 
enjoying, will be all in f 11; hence the promise, 
** the ransomed of the Lord shall return with 
songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads,'* 
Isaiah xxxv. 10. And, if it be everlasting joy, 
it must be an incorruptible seed, being a fruit 
of the Holy Spirit, and that lamp which never 
goes out, but will burn at the midnight cry, 
when the bridegroom comes, and will be the 
puptial flame that will never expire. 

Peace is another member' of the new man, 
a ruling grace in the Saviour's principality; 
and of which little ruler he is the prince, being 
called the Prince of Peace; and it is peculiar 
to the royal city of Salem; *' Peace be within 
thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces* 
for my friends and companions' sake will I now 
•ay. Peace be within thee/' Upon the sons of 
peace this divine blessing comes, and lipou them 
it shall for ever rest, Luke x. 6. 

Filial and reverential Fear also, which has 
the goodness of the Lord, and not his wrath for 
its object, Hosea iii. 5. This grace is peculiar 
to sons, and not to servants ; and is a fruit of 
the Holy Spirit; hence he styles himself, *♦ the 
Spirit of the fear of the Lord," This little 
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sweet one is the beginning of wisdom; and 
often dwells richly in those who can discern 
little. else in themselves, and who exercise it all 
the day long, when they can exercise neither 
faith nor hope. Yet even this God acknow- 
ledges as his; "I will put my fear in their hearts, 
and they shall not depart from me," Jeremiah 
xxxii. 40. Yea, God claims this as his own ; 
" The fear of the Lord is his treasure," Isaiah 
xxxiii. 6. 

Rest is another fruit of the Holy Spirit, be- 
ing the satisfaction and contentment of th« 
mind when stayed on' the finished salvation of 
Christ; and springing from a full persuasion of 
interest in it; " We that believe do enter into 
rest." 

Delight is an incorruptible treasure, being 
the secret pleasure and comfort that the soul 
finds and enjoys in the love, the good will, and 
the gracious indulgences of God; heavenly- 
miudedness and sweet meditation often waft 
the soul into it. " In the multitude of my 
thoughts within me thy comforts delight 
my. soul," Psalm xciv. 19. Again, " Delight 
thyself also in the Lord, and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart," Psalm xxxvii. 4. 
And again, " The meek shall inherit the earth, 
and shall delight themselves in the abundance 
of peace." Now, as the object of our delight 
is God, and comfort and peace are the ground 
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of our inward delight, this noble and enrich** 
ing glee of the soul will rise higher in the 
next world than it has ever done in this, and 
therefore it must be incorruptible, because it 
never fades away. 

The wedding garment, which faith now puts 
on, is incon*uptible and eternal, and must be 
found, put on, and worn on the wedding day, 
when the marriage of the Lamb shall come. 
This robe must adorn the spouse, and grace the 
nuptial solemnity, for it is in this that " the 
righteous shall shine forth as the sun, in the 
glory of their Father's kingdom, for ever and 
ever." 

I have now shewn you something of the in- 
corruptible seed which is hid in the heaven- 
born soul And where this treasure is not, all 
profession is nothing more than the adorning of 
corrupt nature, or metamorphosing the old man 
of sin; but this transformation differs much 
from the Holy Spirit and his divine grace. 
'^ That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit; cor- 
ruption doth not inherit incorruption." The 
body, as well as the soul, must pass through 
the laver of regeneration, and there must be a 
latter as well as a former raiii. Soul and body 
must both be quickened; the soul in time, the 
body at the end of time. ** Thou, which hast 
shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken 
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me again, and shalt bring me up again from the 
depths of the earth; thou shalt increase my 
greatness, and comfort me on every side," PsaU 
Ixxi. 20. The same Spirit that quickens the 
dead soul shall also quicken our mortal bodies, 
(Rom. viii. U), and purge them from all their 
corruption, dishonour, weakness, mortality, 
spots, stains, and wrinkles. Our vile bodies 
must be changed, and fashioned like unto the 
glorious body of Christ, Phil, iii, 21. 

Thus, Sarah, you see a little of the Spirit's 
nvork, who takes up his eternal abode in the 
chosen of God : and, as the Spirit of life and 
comfort abides with them for ever, and will 
reinstamp the image of Christ upon our whole 
' man, and fill the treasures of grace with eternal 
glory ; then joy shall be full, and love full, and 
knowledge full, and every craving appetite will 
be full; so that they shall hunger no more, nor 
thirst any more, nor sorrow any more, nor cry 
any more. I might have sent you a few scraps 
of comfort, which by God's blessing might have 
been a refreshing morsel; but this will bear 
reading again, if you examine and compare 
notes properly. 

I am very rheumatic, and my hand shakes, 
therefore must conclude, wishing you much of 
His presence. 

W. H- S. S. 
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Dec. 10^ 1797. 

W E LL, sister Betty, you have given mc a long 
account of a very bad heart. It is God alone 
who searches, tries, and discovers it, and makes 
us feel the plague of it, and know its evil 
thoughts: and all this work is to prepare and 
make us fit objects for the great Physician, who 
loves to take desperate cases in hand, that he 
may exercise his pity and his skill where they 
are most wanted, and thereby seckre the heart, 
affections, praise, and thanksgiving, of the 
patient to himself: " I wound and I heal, saith 
the Lord.'* We must be stript, Betty, and be 
brought down and humbled, which is the worst 
part of all the work; and it is by the wrath, 
terrors, bondage, and condemning power of the 
lavi^, that this work is done; and " blessed is 
the man whom God chastens, and teaches him 
out of his law;" for "every one that hath heard 
and hath learned of the Father cometh unto 
me/' saith Christ, **and he that cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out.'* And when such a 
hunger and thirst are created in the soul after 
Jesus, as that nothing but himself can satisfy, 
the soul is moved out of its place; it is out of 
the flesh, and on the road to Christ. Tluis God 
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, tnet the pt^tgsii half way, as soxm as he was 
perishing with hunger* Besides^ thou wilt finely 
if thou art diligent in reading and in prayer^ 
ttiat the further thou goest on in this way of 
seeking hitti, tlie brighter discoveries wilt thou 
liave; for those that follow Christ shall not 
abide in darkness^ but they shall have the light 
of life. Many promises will drop into thy 
mouth to plead, and into thy heart to prop it 
tip; his garments will extait their fragrance tnore 
and more, as thou approachest binii and will 
smell of myrrh, aloe's, and cassia; and every 
word he speaks will make his blessed mouth 
more and more sweets This, together with the 
savour of his good ointments, and a fkw words 
in due season when thou art weary, will make 
him ^ the fairest among ten thousands and the' 
altogether lovely.*' 

Come, Betty, take courago^ be of good 
cheer, receive no denial; but pray, and faint 
not; set thy cap at him; God has given him 
for a husband to poor sinners, and all other 
lovers ^re little worth. A longing, wishful eye, 
a craving heart, and a deep sense of need) when 
nothing will satisfy but himself, are sure to over- 
come him* He cannot stand out; he must 
yield; he must submit, according to his own 
promise; "They shall find me when they shall 
seek for me with all their heart." And sure I 
am that not a jot or tittle of his word shall ever 

z 
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pass away unaccomplished or unfulfilled. Tliose 
little respites, and drops of cofiifort and joy,, 
which thou speakest of, are foretastes of greater 
things; you ivay call them Gad, for a treop 
Cometh; there are more behind. Our path is to 
shine more and more, and we are to go front 
strength to strength. 

I hope to liear that thou gettest worse and 
worse; sick, sorry, languishing, faint, tired, 
weary, and determined to give all up; sick at 
heart, and dying for love: for, when qur strength 
is all gone, .when sick indeed, and wretched, 
than we shall hear the voice of the Son of God,^ 
and live. Besides, these human lovers are. rivals 
to Christ;, for, when the soul is seeking him, 
they sometimes stand in the way, and are ready 
to carry otF the thoughts and affections, too 
much from him, who calls for the whole of our 
l)eart, having the greatest right to them, and 
who is alone worthy of it. But from all 
our filthiness, and from all our idols, he will 
cleanse us, and give us a new heart and a new 
spirit; the former shall love him, and the latter 
shall glorify him. I suppose by this time you 
are keeping the feast of tabernacles, and brother 
O. is with you. I wish you may keep it seven 
days. God bless thee! 

Ever thine, 

W. H. S. S. 
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r ■ Nov. 23, 1800. . 

^ DEAft BETSY, 

it^G£iv£D thine .epistle, and am glad of the 
^ood tidings. The breakers are gone up be- 
fore thee: the Lord has began to break thy 
.yoke, and to burst thy bonds; he cuts asunder 
the gates of brass, and breaks the bars of iron^ 
.and says " to the prisoners, Go forth; and to 
them that sit in da,rkness, Shew yourselves. 
They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures 
shall be in all high places," Isai. xlix. 9* Now, 
if you fpllow on to know the Lord, you shall 
know his goings forth to be from of old, from 
everlasting ; and surely he will come unto thee 
as the early and latter rain, and make thy soul 
like a >vatered garden; so that righteousness, 
peace, and praise/ shall spring up, like a glorious 
crop for God; then will the beloved come into 
his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits; his love* 
will make thine heart a flagon of wine, and 
every promise applied will be an apple of gold 
in a picture of silver. Then thou shalt suck 
of the breasts of consolation, bless the heavenly 
cheer, and grow up like a calf in the stall. 
Be much in private prayer to God; and 

2 S 
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often withdrav thyself to read and meditate ; 
he that prays in secret shall be rewarded 
openly. This is^ the life and soul of real re* 
ligion ; this is communion and fellowship with 
the Lord, and our court visits to him ; and 
surely the soul that is diligent in it shall be 
made fat The day star is most certainly risen 
in thme heart, and thy path will shine more 
and more; and, though the Lord sometimes 
spreads a cloud upon his throne, and brings the 
aoul under an eclipse, yet the day-spring wiR 
visit thee again, and guide thy feet intc^^e 
way of peace ; for the Lord is our everlasting 
light, our God and our glory, and surely our 
sun shall no more go down. Be a good girl, 
and mind your books; I mean the Bible and 
conscience; and perhaps the Lord may give 
you another penny when I see you again : our 
pay is a penny a day. 

Tender my kind love to your brother and 
sister. Adieu! 

Yours afFectionately, 

W.H. S.S. 
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Dec. l6, I8O7. 
DEAR FRIEXPy 

I 8SXD thee a &w lines in love and respect, 
hoping that my prescriptions may be of use to- 
thy health, to strengthen thy stomach, and to 
relieve thine often infirmities. I find no phy- 
sician in this world that is to be named in com- 
parison or competition with the great Phy« 
sician of souls. No means, medicines, care, or 
attention, like th^ of fervent and constant 
prayer; whether the disorder be ghostly or 
bodily> of long standing or of recent contract 
tion, epidemical or singular; there is no sto- 
machic liice bitter herbs, which strengthen, and 
help digestion, insomuch that Wisdom herself 
avers, that ^^ to the hungry soul every bitter 
thing is sweet** The passover offering was to 
be eaten with bitter herbs* Ezekiel's roll, and 
John*s little book, were bitter siveets ; sweet to 
the taste, but bitter to the belly. All the 
Saviour's garments smell of myrrh and aloes, 
and with these two ingredients was our Lord's 
body embalmed. And what smells sweeter 
than myrrh, or more bitter than aloes ? If we 
feed on the roast meat, we must expect the 
salted provisions. *^ In the day of prosperity 
be joyful/' it is a day of feasting : hut in ad- 
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ver&ity consider, it being an appointed fa^t; 
for '^ God hath set tbe one against the other." 
" The heart knoweth its own bitterness," which 
appears when the Bridegroom hides hjs heci 
** and a stranger intermeddles not with his joy;'* 
that is, when the Bridegroom is present, for 
'^ the children of the bridechamber cannot fzst 
in those days.'* 

We are clogged with a body of sin and. 
death ; overmuch indulgence would make the 
divine bounties too cheap; for that which is 
easily obtained is not so highly prized. God 
will keep us short, that 1m may teach ns to 
beg ; and he will at times banquet us, that no 
provision may be compared or once named with 
his. If the penny a day seem to be withheld, 
it is to teach us to trust ; and, when the divi- 
dend is received, it is to convince us that we 
trust not in vain. Whenever you are admitted 
into the guest-chamber, expect the dungeon 
next 5 the former shews us the goodness of God, 
and the latter that we are an hell without it. 
Job's glorious testimony from Heaven, given to 
his uprightness, was followed by a seven years* 
furnace, if what the Jews write be true. Peter's 
noble confession, and the Saviour's approbation 
of it, were succeeded by Satan's sieve. Our 
Lord^s reception of the Spirit like a dove, and 
the voice of his divine Father from heaven, 
saying, ^^ This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
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ftm well pleased,*' were a prelude to his forty 
days* temptation, after which he returned in 
the'p6wer of the Spirit. The former are cor- 

^als to keep us from fainting, and to animate 

'hope to expect another drop when the conflict 
is over. 

Give mine honour to mother Sarah; love 

•to Tom the ragman; duty to the Justice, and 

-best wishes to all the faithful. 

Miss Peevish, adieu ! 

Q. IN THB CORXER. 
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I 

Jane, 180S. 

MY DEAR BESS, 

Men, all men, are born to trouble, and they 
that love God are bom again ; and the second 
birtfi is to a daily cross, to self-denial, and to a 
mortifying of the sins pf the flesh, or tht deeds 
which the body relishes, feeds on, and delights 
in ; the flesh loves the law of sip, the whole of 
which lies in these three things— love of mo- 
ney, love of pleasure, and love of lasqivious- 
ness; which work in the carnal mind, in un- 
clean thoughts, and call for gratification : this 
is the soul of the old man, *' which is corrupt, 
according to the deceitful lusts." Hence <K)me 
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the dttly crQis» the internal war, and eooliimal 
atrife of flcsb apd spirit 

Old maids in a family are oontpnonly die 

drudges of the whole householdr . like the .loa 

ifi the yard, they must yieljd the back» and bov 

the shoulders, to every one that brings, tl]^ 

saddle or the collar. But the old man within 

has not half the indulgence, nor half the atten<> 

tion paid him» when the hands and mind are 

fully employed, as when we are at perfect leu 

sure to attend to his deceitful cravings. The 

devil has no objection to idleness; and it is 

seldom that he complains of needle^^work, «for 

the needle may go on when we are enjoying a 

thousand bridegrooms or brides. The carnal 

mind must and will work, and our vain imagi^ 

nations feed it; for neither the devil nor the 

old man can relish, savour, or feed upon, any 

one thing else under heaven but the corruption 

and pollution of our nature. O, how is Lucifer 

fallen ! Once an holy angel, feasted w}t|l ^ 

love, joys, and presence of God ; but now rolU 

ing, bathing, feeding, exciting, stirring; up, and 

,4lelighting in, the corruption of fiesh and blood, 

which is but dust and sashes. ^^ Dust shall he 

the serpents meat." But God by his Spirit, 

from the fulness of his dear Son^ has raisefl 

np in us an incorruptible seed, a better crop, 

flowing from the everlasting Father; which 

shall live» thrive, grow, and flourish, tUl these 
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^rraptible bodies ihsAl jmt on incorruption^ 

and then shall all mortality be swallowed up of 

life* 

Be content to serve, Bessy ; the diligent in 

)Mi3iaess is coupled with the fervent in spirit 

Tender my love to Lucy, and accept the same 

from 

Yours most affectionately, 

W. H. S. S. 
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Cricklewoods March 3, 1604. 
DEAR FRIEin), 

I RECEIVED yoprs, and am glad that you met 
with any encoumgement from the word whe^ 
in town. You most certainly have compassed 
;Dio«mt Sinai many days, and are inured to legal 
bondage; though God gets but little glory 
irom his children while they lie in irons ; be,- 
.eause such sons differ nothing from servant^^ 
though they be lords of all, their spirit being 
in a base, low, depressed state ; which are the 
fruits and effects of God's anger, not of his 
love land good-will in Christ Jesus. There is 
in us poor, ^Uen, depraved creatures, a self- 
righteous spirit;- we are bom in it and with it; 
md it may be seen even in children. This 
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spirit is kept working and fermenting in us by 
pride, with which Satan icaveoe- this leaven of 
the Pharisees. This is one of the principal 
high things which exalt themaelVes against the 
knowledge of God> :And this spirit we are 
fond of, because it affords ground for boasting. 
Nor is this boasting excluded by the law; for, 
though the law works wrath in us, discovers 
sin, and ministers death and condemnation, 
yet doth it not humble us; self pity and hard 
thoughts of God ; pride and consequence, with 
enmity against the Almighty, being all the 
fruits which will ever discover themselves in 
that soul wherein self-righteousness and the 
wrath of a broken law work. In the law the 
wrath of God, his justice, holiness, and ter- 
rible majesty, appear: but in Christ Jesus the 
love, mercy, pity, compassioni together with 
the glory and beauty of God, are seen. 

The dreadful displeasure of God in a 
broken law, is intended to shake, alarm, aiid 
unsettle the soul from its legal bottom ; but it 
is when God builds up Zion that he appears 
in his glory; and it is charity that edifteth, or 
builds us up, not wrath. It is charity, or love, 
and nothing else, that raiseth up the edifice of 
sovereign mercy ; " I have said that mercy 
shall be built up for ever." And'it is love that 
raiseth up the fabric of mercy/ 

Beware of hugging your chains^ and of sup^ 
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posing that there is any merit in being laid by 
theilipels, pr that there is any thing plcmm^i to 
Godiu our sore iHOoias. -God^snot charmed with 
oar groans, mournings, and complaints : love, 
faith, hope, humility, meekness^ praise, thanks- 
giving, pious sorrow, submission, and repent- 
ance, flowing froii) a sense of pardoning love, 
are the choicest fruits in the gardens of grace, 
or the most valuable revenues of God's empire^ 
with which he is well pleased. — And we derive 
these fi'om the Mediator's fulness by the Holy 
Spirit; and under the Spirit's influence and 
operation are these spices made to flow out. 

James, look a little more off From, and out 
of self. Pore and pdnder np longer over the 
old sore: it is not fretting at the f!isease, but 
hopidg in the Physician, that raises the heart of 
the patient. G.ofl has made his dear Son to be 
to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption ; and we are complete in him, and 
in him without fault before the throne. Look 
a little more to Jesus, and see what that will 
do; we are change<l into his image, 'from glory 
to glory, by looking, and not by shaking our 
fetters, or grinding in the prison. 

Many thanks. But to write a sermon I 
-want new eyes, and a new set of muscles. 
Grace, mercy and peace be with thee. So prays 
thy friend and servant in Christ Jesus, 

w.a S.S. 
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May 10» ld05. 

I HAvc been hard at work finishing my book, 
which has been permitted to swell in my hands; 
and therefore could not spare time to corre** 
spond with any. The fan must come ; heresien 
there must be ; and they that have not received 
the truth in the love of it are to have itching 
ears, and to be turned aside to fables; and thi^ 
passage is now fulfilled before your eyes. I 
believe the church of God never was more 
^Ued with hypocrites apd errors than in the 
present day ; but the contrary part must and 
shall be made manifest. But, after all, re?! 
religion lies in communion with God; it is 
a secret betw^n God, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
and the sinner's own conscience. It consists 
in being made nigh to God by the blood of 
Phrist; in being reconciled to him by the power 
of the gospel,, called the ministry of recon- 
ciliation ; and in finding access to him by faith, 
and under the infjuei^ce of the Spirit of grace. 
Such go in and out, and find pasture, according 
as faith is or is not in exercise. And such sonls 
are furnished with the witness in themselves; 
and are kept within bounds by filial fear, which 



hts tile goodness of God lor its object; ^ tbey 
shall fear the Lord, and his goodness, in the lat- 
ter days." The approbation of God, the li^t 
of his countenance, and the peace which he has 
iordaioed for us, are the inward satisfaction and 
support of the soul. Quickening, pardoning, 
and justifying, grace fixes the soul, produces 
a solid ground of hope, and richly secures the 
kingdom of God. 

Be not thou carried away with strange and 
diverse doctrines ; for " it is a good thing that 
Uie heart be established with grace.'' Sensible 
tinners are repeatedly exhorted to wait upon 
the Lord ; and, during their time of waiting, 
they often renew their strength; and indeed 
are pronounced blessed all the time they watch 
and wait at Wisdom's gate. And, as " faith 
comes by hearing, and ^hearing by the word of 
Gody* so we are commanded to wait for his 
law. " Tlie isles shall wait for his law." Here 
is the patience of the saints. Here Satan con- 
tinually hurries them; and some have saidj 
•*Let him hasten his work." Others, "Why 
ishould I wait for the Lord any longer?" Others 
again are thus described : " The captive exile 
hastens that he may be loosed, that he may not 
die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail."*-« 
** He that believes shall not make haste." Satan 
being a cunning adversary, he seilds along a 
child of his iu high, presumptuous confidence. 
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unrlcr wiiich the. idehril ;works. itransformed. 
Whil^ they waited upcfti God he( tempted, wor- 
ried, and drove theniy like a devil as he is ; but 
now he r.cts like au acigel of .light. Such leave 
Wisdom's gate, and the blessing too, behind 
theni. He sears the oonscience, which makes 
their chains lighter. Hf^ ceases to t^mpt, diive, 
and distress, which brings a calm. He applies 
and works this bold presumption in them, 
which passes for faith; whilst the novelty of 
such whims and fancies affords a cheering in- 
toxication; and those, who never tasted the 
good old wine of the kingdom, desire this^ 
which is new. 

This is the work that is going on at Lei- 
cester. But it will aU fail when persecution 
unto blood comes on, and de^th stares in the 
face. Stand fast in the Lord, my dearly be- 
loved. 

W. H. S. S. 



CXXXIX. 

July 17, I8O7. 



To the Son of my Vows greeting. 

* 

Gtrace, mercy, and peace, be with my son, 
through our Lord Jesus, the darling of heaven, 
and the endless all of Zion. My outward man 
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waxes did, but,the peWflpan ha$ iiotbiiig.todo 
wijh timQ; he is pot of the earth, nor. earthy: 
The incorruptible seed is of the second Adam, 
the quickening Spirit, the Lord from heaven. 
Out of his fulness all grace floM's, and is the 
fruit of a second birth ; and every grace has 
spiritual and divine life in it ; hence called 
^\ the grace, of life," which must and shall reigd 
tiU a life of .gl^ry takes plaQC. From this di^. 
vine principle we are denominated sons, which 
is an everlasting name raised up in the dead 
soul, *' an everlasting name . that shall not be 
cut off/* " And this grace of life lies in quick- 
ening the.- soul, and giving it feeling, sensation^^ 
and motion towards God, and affections to him 
^nd the things of him ; in removing the sting 
and sentence of death; in justification unto 
life; in a lively hope; and in faith and love^ 
which are in Christ Jesus. This diviqe nature 
i$ of the everlasting Father; and where this.is^ 
all such a.re the body of Christ, and members 
in particular. This is the inner man, the hiddeit 
man of the heart; and this poor wise child i^ 
better than the old ^nd foolish king, that wilt 
no more be admonished ; for out of prison he 
cometh to reign, whereas this that is born in 
his kingdom becometh poor. Find out that 
riddle, and attend to this new man ; he is fed 
by reading, meditating, and prayer; by watch- 
fulness upon the providence of God ; by the 
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atonement, sacrifice, mxA satisfaction of Christ { 
by his righteousness and intercession ; by the 
light of God's countenance^ and by the in- 
fluences of his Holy Spirit* Such things feed 
this new man ; and he grows and thrives won<» 
derfully upon a tender and pure conscience; 
and will be strong or weak, bold or timorous, 
high or low, lively or dormant^ active or list* 
less, according as conscience is kept and at^* 
fended to. 

If a man, tike Paul^ exercise hi msetf to keep 
a conscience void of dfiRence, such God says 
walk with him in peace and equity; ^ holding 
the mystery of faith in a pure conscience/* But» 
If conscience be neglected, faith gets lame by 
doubting and fearing; and shame ibllowiog such 
neglect, the soul gets shy at the merey seat; 
and then that which is lame is turned out of 
^e way, and not healed ; and such are ready to 
halt, having sorrow continually before tliem. 
Such, if they arc cheerfiil in company, are sad 
in solitude, for, ** even in laughter the heart ia 
ik>rrowful, and the end of that mirth is heavi- 
ness/* 

Tender my love to your spouse, and all 
friends. Ever yours, 
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« 

Dec. 3, 1807* ^ 

Dear friead ; Grace and peace be with the few tbfl(t 
escape the corruptions that are in this world« 

On Sunday we were much crowded; the good 
old provision being not unsavoury, neither out 
of favour or fashion. Bless God for evermore, 
there are a few that love the Saviour^ and a few 
whom he dearly loves. By this we know that 
Christ still reigns, and keeps his throne, and he 
alone shall fill the judgment seat ; and all his 
enemies shall see it, and pray to the mountains 
to hide them from the wrath of the Lamb. But 
in his light we see him, in his strength we stand ; 
and in his life, and by the faith of him, we live. 
As our physician, we enjoy his saving health; 
as our atonement, we feel his cleansing; as our 
prince, we feel his peace; and as our only hope 
of glory, we watch, wait, long, and expect to 
see him again, and that without sin, to finish 
the business of our salvation. All this is Christ 
in us ; and, as sure as God made the world, the 
reverse of this is Satan in them, the evident 
token of perdition. And it is surprising, but 
even in the very centre of the law these^^two 
classes are couched; "visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children, unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

2 A 
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and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me, and keep my commandment," which is 
faith that worketh by love. And here we can 
never love in vain, nor be left to smoke in jea- 
lousy as injured lovers. ** I love them that 
love me, and tliey that seek me eariy shall ifind 

My love to your spouse, sister in I^lw, fp4 
all the holy and beloved brethrj^n. 

Ever yours,, 

W. H. S. S, 
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Jan. 9> 1808. 
BEAR FRIEND, 

X AH heartily ^lad t^at your dame and sister 
are well; and also at the close and endless 
union, which has taken place between the zca?* 
lous Ppanergcs a.nd the converts of T. who are 
one in heart, and ou^ght to be one in com- 
iPunipQ. There are but two bpads subsisting; 
thp 9Jfe i^ chajrity, the other the bond of ii^* 
ijuity. ^eace lead^ to tlie fijrst, sjnd the gaJl 
of bittewjcss to the second. Go4 b?w p,uw€;d 
th^floQi-p ^nd you no Ipug^r stagger 9jt t^e,%; 
yoqr owi^ eyes see the chaffs axid the whe^^t, u^ 
^ou know who has mad& the sep^ra^Qfi. £|^ 
roitjr i^ tljg. bar ii^ t^^ worl4; an4 tftsgi^ 
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gulf of God's decree will be the bar in the next; 
and there is no passing over either this or that. 
I know where they are, because I was once 
upon that ground; but they never saw the 
foundation on which we stand. 

I long for the spring to come on, fekiiiig 
ttiy friends' 2eal at Leicester will abate ere I cdtt 
comfe to rekindle the sparks. They have fepro* 
bated the eternal ordinance of God, the preach- 
ing of the everlasting g6>spel, which miist and 
shall continue, and end, in the midnight cry, 
" Behold, the bridegrobm conieth.*' And in 
Leicester, where this ordinance, by speaking 
and writing, has been reproached, there it shall 
be had in honour of all them that love the Lord 
Jesus. Nor shall all their nialice deprive me of 
my sacerdotal office— I am the Doctor still; 
and the holy oil, the anointing oil, the golden 
oil, the oil of joy, and oil of gladness, which I 
endeavour to mi>t with all my medicines, will 
be esteemed, relished, preferred, and admired, 
by all spiritual patients, when the spurious drugs 
and quack medicines of T. will be confined to 
wolves, beats, and dogs. So I believe, and sb 
1 conclude. 

Love to all the friends. 

W. H. S. S. 
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cxLir. 

Junes, 1806* 
DEAR FRIENDS, 

NLy kind friend T. having paid Leicester so 
long a visit, is intended no doubt to forestal 
my market. But my own God says, " I will 
work, and who shall let it !*" His secret cau- 
tions against me will only excite curiosity. Be- 
sides, my work lies among the lost sheep, and 
the poor and needy ; while his line of business 
is among the better sort, who never went 
astray. God is the husbandman, and the elect 
are his husbandry. He has ever made his ser- 
vants threshing instruments; the mountains 
must be threshed, and the hills be made as 
chaiF. These mountains and hills are only for- 
midable enemies, swelled with pride and high 
conceit ; all which must and shall be brought 
low, either into submission to Christ, or low in 
despair. Such men are the fan in the Lord's 
hand ; for, when the force of truth beats them 
off from the wheat, and out of the floor, the 
wind is to carry them away, and the whirlwind 
is to scatter them. They are no sooner driven 
from among the just, but the wind of the fan 
carries them away. And, being incorporated 
anto a new body, they look for a while formi- 
dable and terrific. But the prophet says, the 
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whirlwi&d shall scatter them, their bonds shall 
be broken, and they shall be dispersed. This is 
the prediction ; watch the event. 

How wonderfully did L. when he got into 
this false fire, winnow the few at Grantham; and^ 
as soon as the accursed things were taken away, 
the rest abode, and have increased ever since. 
Friend T. has done the same at Leicester, and 
your union has been cemented, and has ga- 
thered strength from that hour. Truth goes 
before, and tells us how things shall be ; while 
experience follows after, and sets her seal to 
the truth, that so we have seen it in the city 
of our God. Every branch in the vine, that 
has any grace or truth in it, shall be purged, 
and be kept fruitful. But every branch that 
has not these things shall be taken away; and 
when taken away, or cast forth from the body 
mystical, it withers ; their joy, zeal, gifts, and 
abilities, soon fade, wither, decay, and die; 
enmity fills them with rage, when they grow 
into contempt; and envy at the just sUys the 
silly one ; his guilt rises up within, his coun- 
tenance falls, his heart frets against the Lord ; 
and such are driven further and further, till 
they stumble on the dark mountains; or, as 
the prophet says, ** they shall be driven to dark- 
ness.'' 

I know not when I have had so many ac«- 
counts of the power of God displayed by my 
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njmistty ^a Utely; both in town, ^nd at Cly^thi^ 
last time I was there. The ^f/s of Downh^m 
intend being at Gran them v^hen I cpm? intq 
your parts, and then you will b?ar of ^hq in- 
crease there. " The excellency of the pow^i; 
is of God, and not of us;" and Gpd'^ powc^ 
cannot be frustrated. The stronge.r ^he, oppo- 
sition, the higher we shall risej and, I expect 
that God willbe with us in our intended m??.t- 
ing. God tells us not to fe^ the, repxoa|ch o^ 
men^ nor to *' be afraid of their reviling^ fox 
the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and, 
the worm shall eat them like, wogl; but my s^- 
vation shall be for ever, and my rig;hte9u;^nesSj 
ahall not b^ abolisljed/' In thia prophecy they 
are coippared to a garment, being all outsid-C, 
all shew — outwardly righteoqs^ before m/en. Tb(g^ 
moth is the secret curse of God workixis: in. the 
splf-righteoujs; who ajg cpmp^re^ to wool, 
having piit on the sheej^'s skin, ijpt the, xyhit^ 
linen of Christ's rigliteousn<;ss^ IJhe. ^orn^, 13, 
the guilt of their own cpnsjciieijge, I^e^d Isajajbj 
Ixvi. 24; where you see thp worn? and t^jj 
curse of thje fjery law both together. Hence, 
when any one tells me of spme njew; eneipy 
rising^ up, and raging, ^t me, I al\v:ays iiujuiii^ 
how their countenance iQpked: while they wjerq 
at it; and, if it was horrid, I always conclude, 
that the moth apd wqrip i^re already at, wprk 
within; because the shew of theic qoui^^xiappc}. 
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doth witness against them, Isai. iii. 9* I have 
long watched this, and never shall their coun- 
tenance be comely until by real repentance they 
return to us ; " Let them return unto thee, says 
God; but turn thou not unto them." It is sur- 
prising what I have discerned of this n^oth attd 
this- worm; they have not only appeared in the* 
countenance ; but, when they begin to eat the* 
garment, and to nibble at the wool, I have seeta- 
them working at last upon their reputation ih' 
tmdC) in business, in property, and in the re- 
fractory family. Zechariah sets forth the same- 
insects, but more plainly; his is a flying roll, 
the book of thelaw written on parchment, and* 
rolled upon wooden pins, is what is meaiit by the^ 
rblh The contents of the roll is the curse that' 
goeth- forth — he that steals the \Vord of God, 
not' being sent of him, Jen xxiii. 30; andhe^ 
sW^riSj £lsthe Lord li vet h; swears by the livings' 
God^ when he himself is dead 'in sin. These are* 
the men tt> whom the roll comes. Him that 
stealeth, and him that sweareth falsely, shall be* 
cut off^ according to the roll. " It shall enter 
into the house of such, and consume it, with thte^ 
^tbnes thereof, and the timbers thereof,'' Zech. v; 
So much for the moth and the woim; 

TUS' COALUBAYBBV 
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CXLIII. 

Mij n, 1810. 
PEAR M. 

Xhbre is nothing in the experience described 
in yours that alarms me. Our heavenly Father's 
rod, his displeasure at our sin, his terrible les- 
sons of instruction out of the law, the terrible 
majesty of God in the law, his contentions with 
IIS, his reproofs and rebukes, the arrests that he 
brings us under, the enormous debts which ap- 
pear against us in the hand writing, and our 
fears, bondage, hardness of heart, unbelief and 
barrennessi which the law discovers; these 
things, yea, all these, are preparatory; and are 
intended to prepare us for the glorious recep- 
tion of Christ. When the Saviour comes he has 
something to do; ^' his reward is with him and 
his work before him." The briers and thorns 
are all set against him in battle array; but he 
goes through them, and, in the discoveries of 
his love to sinners, he burns them altogether. 
This is his first work, and it is called purging 
Jerusalem with the spirit of judgment, and with 
the spirit of burning. By tl>e first, the Spirit 
arraigns and brings us in guilty; and by the latr 
ter he inflames us with love, which burns up 
our idols. Do not expect the Saviour till thou 
art prepared and made ready for him. Our 
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Imsiness in the ministry is to make ready a peo- 
pie prepared for the Lord. The Physician will 
€ui:ely come when thou art sick at heart: he re- 
moves the stony heart, and gives an heart of 
flesh. This work belongs to him, and is a pro- 
mise of his covenant, which he will most as- 
suredly perform. You know what the state of 
the guests must be who come to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb; " they shall come that are 
ready to perish;" just fitted, as they imagine, 
for damnation : these shall come to the "feast 
of fat things; of wines on the lees well re- '. 
fined." 

You complain of deadness ; this is another 
qualification ; it is the dead that shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God; and the life of faith, 
and a lively hope, shall spring up as soon as the 
sound of his salutation shall echo through the 
court of conscience. This voice shall silence 
all thine accusers, and bring life and immor- 
tality to light; and then thou shalt see that just 
One, as well as hear the voice of his mouth. I 
am ordered to " strengthen the weak hands, 
And confirm the feeble knees." I am bid to 
" say to the fearful heart, be strong, fear not; 
behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
even God with a reconi pence; he will come 
and save you." Then the eyes of the blind arc^ 
to be opened, and the ears of the deaf un- 
stopped. In this I have obeyed my orders; and 
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Qod wUt '' coDfiim the w<»d of }Aft semraatv 
and perform the. coun&sl of his messesgieF.'' 
Cbri$A Jwua roceiTCft bis chuBch ftxia» deathr »cid. 
destruction^ aod from na other (foarten He 
turns men to destructii» befbie. he bidb tfaaai 
return ; Bud they must awake from their sleepy, 
and vise from the dead, before they can. come* 
to Christy that he may give Aem life. Be of" 
good cheer, salvation is at the dooc; and the* 
Holy Ghost will soon open thy heart and 
lot it in; then the King of Glory shall ap» 
pear with ten thousand perfections* of beauty, 
attended with all the blessings of the cove»- 
naxit;. a brilliant train of graces; clothed with 
vengeance to thine enemies ; clad with zeal for 
his own honour; girded with faithfulness as our 
prophet, and an helmet of salvatioa upon, hisi 
head, as^ King, of Zion. I. had freedom in prayer, 
for thee ere I began, this letter, and shall re^ 
member thee still. Do not expect to escape: 
the furoapce and the rod* There is a furnance 
iQ Zion, and.another. beyond : death. for the; ene^* 
miqsiof Zion« 

Rirewcll, grace and truth be with thee. 

W.Hi 
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t>£A% V. 

On my return from town I found your* on my 
table, and have thanked God for the relief he 
has been so kind as to send you. Not a jot or 
tittle of his word shall fail, fall to the ground^ 
or pass away unaccomplished. If God strips 
us, he will clothe us; if he wounds, he will 
heal; if he brings us to beggary, ha will make 
us rich. He is as much in us when he searches 
the heart and tries the reins, as when he sets us 
on the mount. He dwells with him that trem- 
bles at his words, as well as with him that loves 
him with all his soul; only he lets us feel* first 
one of his perfections, and then another, as we 
are able to bear the impressions* The man 
whom Godt chastens, and teaches out of the law 
is blessed, as well as he that is clothed, at the 
feet of Jesus, and in his right mind. They that 
hunger and thirst after righteousnes are blessed 
of God, and blessed with life; and they that 
are fnli are no more than blessed^ though they 
may have more abundant life. 

I have long believed, and do now, that there 
are some good things in thee toward the Lord^ 
God of Israel^ which in due time will-discover 
themselves. Av bruised reed is nothing else but 
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a man who knows his own frailty, who is chafed 
in his mind by sorrow, and wounded in his con- 
science by sin and grief. Flax means the feeble, 
shattered faculties of the soul, made soft, meek, 
and tender by fears, doubts and distress. The 
The love of God in hope, or love hoped for, is 
the little heat that makes the smoke ascend; 
and the fervent breathings and longing desires 
of the soul after the enjoyment of that love 
hoped for, is the smoke that shall not be 
quenched. " A bruised reed he shall not break, 
and smoking flax he shall not quench, till he 
bring forth judgment unto truth, and the isles 
shall wait for his law." Here you sec what 
this reed and this flax wait for; namely, the 
justification of their persons, tliat they may pass 
from death to life; and, as God has promised 
that all Christ's children shall be made righte- 
ous; that they shall be the work of God's hand, 
that he may be glorified; justifying them ac- 
cording to his promise is bringing forth judg- 
ment unto truth. And the law that such bruised 
reeds wait for, is faith that worketh by love ; 
this is the law of Christ. 

Be of good cheer, ^' He that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry." You have his pro- 
mise, '^ He that hath my word and keepeth it, 
he it is that loveth me, and he shall be loved 
of my Father; and I will love him, and mani->- 
fest myself to him." And, if any people under 
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heaven have the gospel preached to them, you 
have, and you have abode by it, and come to the 
light of it, though I know it has been searching, 
trying, and cutting work often to you; yet you 
know it is the naked truth; it holds you fast, 
and you hold it; to such the promise of mani* 
festation is made; and it will not be long before 
you will see that just One, and hear the voice 
of his mouth. When your strength is all gone, 
when your are faint, and have no might left; 
when all refuge fails; when trouble^ abounds; 
then he will appear a present help, giving 
power to the faint, and increasing strength. 
Time will shew whether I am a true or false 
prophet. I continue to remember you in my 
poor prayers, and I doubt not but God will hear 
and answer in his own appointed time. 

God bless thee ! My love to all the friends^ 

W. H. S. S. 



CXLV. 

May 30, 1810. 



DEAR M. 



Ij£P£ND upon it there is a day and an ap- 
pointed time for every sinner and every saint 
At the first birth a man is born to trouble ; and 
by a second birth a brother is born for adver- 
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Aty. Every gmn of ^t iftcdrfapfibHs teed 
fRust and shftU be tried '* The diy sRall de* 
clare tviiy mah^i work of what s6rt it is ; h 
ahkll be revialed by fire.** And hct6 is ohr wis- 
dom, not to faint in the day of adversity; b«ft 
still persist, in confession, in ptayer, in watch- 
ing, aiid in Waiting ; in these shicken not, faint 
hat ; but, abov^e all, ^' tet patience have her pti- 
Icct work, that yofn tfiay be perfect and entird, 
hicl^ing nothing.*' Patience hai had her pisrfect 
^ork when we Submit and resign to the \*riU df 
God. We must be joiAed to the Lord, and sub- 
mission is the first joint. '^ He repented and 
weht, and did the will of his Father i^ one #ill 
setvcd both. Our faith in God's pbwer is an- 
other joint; and mAA's hope, itid God's mercy, 
through Christ, form another ; ahd it iis a truth 
that one love between both completes the union. 
We k)ve- him, but " he first loved us ;" ours is 
reflected from his; and, if deficient in this com- 
pletion, do not despise " the day of small things." 
Be willing to know the worst The brightest 
character in God's book is the spiritually poor 
and needy ; and it is said of this character as is 
said of no other, " the poor heareth not rebuke," 
Prov. xiii. 8. 

God delights in displaying the riches df his 
gtUce; and the poor and needy need it, aiid cravfe 
it This is the man that needs a whole Chriii^ 
ill all his of&cesi benefits, fulness, and hliiM^. 
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tlss 1 kaotr liy biest^ed experience. No for- 
ince, no fire, will eT^r have any effect upon the 
Indden tf^asure of grace : ^' that which h bom oF 
fihe Spirit is spirit^" being lacorruptible and un* 
defiled ; nor can it fade or lose its luistre* £very 
grain will shew itself, atid appear more conspi- 
cuous, more strong and firm, more clear dnd 
brigiit; so that you will be able to distingnish 
them. Yqu will see and feed what faith can 
do ; and find out the toil and utility of hop^ 
the motions and aictivity of fear, which is our 
guardian, to keep us from departing from God ; 
and meekness, which gives vent to grief, dis- 
solves a hard heatt^ and pumps the vessel of 
m^rcy to empty it of its bitter waters, and 
makes way for humility to act. This humble- 
ness of mind is the forerunner of patience, and 
a joint worker with it. The life of the Spirit is 
in all these, and these are good things towards 
thj^ Lord God of Israel. With these we are fur- 
nished for every good word and work ; and these 
the devil labours to imitate in all hardened^ 
presujuptuous professors, who hate the power of 
^odlinejis. 

Our Lord calls this counterfeit work, gar^ 
niching the hardened soul. The house is empty^ 
4wq>ti and garnished. Empty; that is, not filled 
with the Spirit. Swept; not washed in the re- 
^neration of, nor renewed by, the Holy Ghost 
Qaniished. with voluntary humility, feigned 
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fiiith, hypocritical hope, dissembled Jove, 1q;d 
pride, blind zeal, an external reformation, and 
head notions : but no sight or sense of inbred 
corruptions, the desperate enmity and rebellion 
of the heart, the filthiness and pollution of de* 
praved nature, nor of the boundless demands of 
a broken law. By the former work, here de- 
scribed, Christ is formed in us ; and by the lat- 
ter the devil is enshrined in his own palace, and 
his goods are kept in peace. 

None but God and myself know what I see 
of these things in the world. 

Tender my kind love to all friends. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. H. S.S. 



CXLVL 

July 5, 1810. 
DEAR M. 

I AM among the invalids, neither fit for march- 
ing, nor for the field of action, but for the bag- 
gage waggon. The rheumatism, which has long 
been in my shoulder, is now fixed in my right 
hip ; which, though not very painful in bed, nor 
when I sit, yet renders me almost incapable of 
walking. But the inward man is not sick, 
though the outward man decays. I have not 
prayed as yet, nor can I find a heart to pray, 
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*r ^he feiiioi^al of this pain, though I firmly 
believe that God would take it away,' if I en- 
treated him- so to do. • But, being' conscious 
that' my -soul flouvishes under it, and fearing 
something worse will come on, if this cross were 
rettvoved, makes me willing to b^ar it What a 
matt is enlightened to see, arid quickdned to 
feel, -that he believes, let it be what it may. 
The ignorant infidel, described by Paul as being 
convinced of all, judged df 'all, and having his 
thoughts made manifest, reports that God is in 
the Speaker of a truth. 

To convince a person, is to make him sen- 
sible of his sins:' to judge him, is- to prove 
hitn guilty, and. condemn him : all which is 
done by making manifest the evil thoughts of 
his- heart; -Whereupon 'he believes*' with the 
hearty and then makes confession with his 
mouth, -that God is in the^ speaker of a truth. 

• • • 

Faith persuadfes me of the truth of what I hear ; 
th^ ^substance of which is, that "Christ came 
kilo the world to -sav-e sinners:" believing this; 
I watch and wait; and, when the- word works 
withixi ipe,/it makes me feel my need; and, 
when it describes my case, I believe that I am 
in the way, and that I am a sensible and needy 
sinner. To such the promises are made ; and, 
believing God to be faithful to his word, I be- 
lieve that he will, in his own time^ fulfil his 

2 B 
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ptoiriises in mt ; and will hiial asi sure as he has 
wounded me ; for one is God's work as well ajei 
the other. '^ I wound, and I heal ; I bring low, 
and I lift up ; I the Lord do all these things." 
And these Wor)cs of the Loi'd the elect believe, 
white others reject. ** Behold, ye despisers, I 
work .a warK in your days, a work that ye. will 
not believe though it be told you." Pa:ul told 
many in the opeii courts of justice of hi) con* 
version, thofugh it was rejected and disbelieved 
by most. That therefore which lies nearest to 
us is, whether this good ^ork of searching and 
trying, wounding and healing, chastening and 
rebuking, is begun in us ; if it be, it will be car** 
Tied on till pardon comes with peace, and liberty 
with love. 

Render my kind loye to all the friends at 
Cranbrook. I long much to khovir hoW the 
hops are ; how the corn is ; and what crops of 
grass appear. I think it will be a bad time for 
us graziers and hay farmers. But our hopes ure 
within the vail, and not in » meaddw, nor in a 
corn field. Adieu ! 

W* H. S. S. 
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MY DEAR FRIKND, 



-1 BECjEiVED your kind ppistle, and am glad to 
liear of the unity that sQbsists among the be- 
lieving, hoping few at Leicester : the Lord in* 
crease your faith, and the faith of the feeble 
few, and make the small number a thousand, 
and the- little one a great nation. Marvel not 
at the world's hatred — God's choice of us is the 
bone which they cannot endure. *' Because I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you;" especially those pro- 
iessors who make a fair shew in the flesh, but 
are ignorant of the celestial adorning of the 
^oul. 

Man looks at the outward appearance, but 
God looks at the heart. A demure counte- 
nance, feigned speech, decent behaviour, vo- 
Juntary humiHty, reproving others, straining at 
gnats, sighing under the word, turning up the 
eyes, prayer meetings, and learning to prate—* 
pass current enough with many. But a deep 
sight and sense of sin, a wounded spirit, a thirst 
for the living God, self-lothing, humility arising 
from a sense of undeserved mercy, meekness, 
gubmissiuu under the rod, compunction.of soul, 

2 B 2 
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a sorrowing after God, being stung with grief 
for past sins, repentance drawn forth by a be- 
lieving discovery of the dying love of Christ, 
to rejoice with trembling, humble confidence, 
filial fear, cordial affections for the Son of God, 
and sympathetic fellowship with him in his do- 
lorous suiFerings, which make the King's daugh- 
ter all glorious within — these are the spangling 
jewels which adorn the renewed soul, and which 
these outside adorners know nothing of, nor 
care for ; and it is these that are in the sight of 
God of great price. 

Whatever you do, be sure to observe the 
Spirit's teaching, his influence and operations, 
that you may understand his works, and glorify 
hini for them* The Saviour says that the world 
knoweth him not, and therefore it cannot re- 
ceive him; " but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you." Take notice 
of his quickening operations in dead frames; 
of enlargem-^t in prayer, both in soul and 

m 

speech, when he fills us with energ}^ and. brings 
passages and promises to our minds to plead ; 
when he strengthens confidence after ttnany 
doubts and fears ; when he emboldens us to 
look up and wrestle hardy after times of blush* 
ing, shame, and confusion ; when he enlarges 
the heart after fits of legal bondage, making 
the mind heavenly, the conscience calm, and 
tlie soul to abound in hope: watching these 
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divers frames will lead you' to khoWf to adore, 
to admire, and to acknowledge, the Holy Spirit's 
work. And surely th^ aid and assistance that 
he gives us in prayer, the witness that he bears 
in our hearts, the claims of our adoption, th« 
secret comfort he brings, the promises that he 
applies, and the alarms in the soul that he stills, 
the accusations that he silences, are works siiffi* 
cient to make him known and admired. 

About coming down, my dear brother, I 
know not what to say, the distance is so far, 
the people disapprove, and curates of any value 
with whom I am * acquainted are so scarce. 
However, tender my kind love to all the holy 
brethren. Cleave stedfastly to the King of the 
Jews, and all will be well. 

Your^ to serve in Christ Jesus, 

W. Huntington 
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Dec. 6, 1808. 

jVlr dear friend's epistle came safe to hand, 
whereby it is plain that he has gained by trad-* 
ing. I have often thought, and am still of the 
same mind, that all our crosses and trials are 
tP accomplish a twofold work; the gne to bring 
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low^ to bide pricl^ from our eye^ and t6 set 
Hft doWD at the Lord's feet; the other to empty 
lis of self) and give us an appetite, which pre*^ 
|karef us to receive a better fulness. A high 
look the Lord will not suffer, but he dwells 
Hfitik the humble. He blesses the poor and 
BCi^dy, but punishes those that are settled 00 
lil6ir lees. Faith, hope, and love, appear the 
plainer, and shine the brighter, when the dross 
And tin are removed; and 1 have often won- 
dered to- see how fast this base metal collects 
tgatu ; but the Lord's " fire is in Zion, and his 
furnace in Jerusalem;*' and there are always 
ftpme vessels under the fiery operations. Bnt, 
Wisssed be God, I know that I and my friends 
get on, or we should nat meet with so nftany 
eross^: and so much tril>ulatiori ; and it is as 
true tha^ God ,ha3 renewed a right spirit within 
u5, or else the devil, the world, heretics, hypo- 
CriteSj carnal Pharisees, and letter preachers, 
would pot shew such desperate envy, hatred, 
and malice, as they do. Enmity is to them an 
" evident token of peidUlon;" and to be hated 
of such an evident token ^^ of salvation, and tliat 
of God." ' ^ 

, SJnt my brother, is our leprosy; pardon is 
both our cle^n^ing and our cure. Christ is both 
|hun4faitl and physician ; and where this is tbt- 
ease, "God }s the health of our connt^naitce,' 
^ft 0u^ Ged*^ ' Theie are the blessing^ i>& the 
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better covenant Pardon of sin is God's lamp ; 
love to a sin-pardoning God is our fire ; joy from 
a purged conscience is the flame ; and, as God 
remembers our sins no more, our lamp cannot 
go out. All gifts, all zeal, all towering faith, 
fleshly hopes, dissembled love, head light, and 
natural joy, must die; for, when sudden fear 
awakens conscience, and a sense of guilt covers 
with shame, the enmity rising up, all joy goes 
out, and then an angry Judge, instead of a^ 
blessed Bridegroom, is expected. 

My love to all the seed royal. 

The Doctor. 



CXLIX. 

Jnne 19^ 1810. « 
DEAR BEN, 

Y OURS came to hand, requesting to know the 
time of my intended visit to the North. No 
jsuch intention has at any time sprung up in my' 
mind ; nor do I believe that I shall evier see the 
North again. "That which I greatly feared is' 
fallen upon me, and that which I was afraid of 
is come unto me/' I have for some years had 
the rheumatism fixed in my right shoulder ; it 
is now fallen into my right hip, and I am at 
times led to conclude that my travelling davs 
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are coine to an end. I am not in much pain in 
bed, nor when I sit; but iu walk mg my- pain is 
great, so that I am almost ready to dpp if I 
walk but a few yards. I have confidence that 
God would remove this p^in from me, for his 
dear Son's sake, if I was to entreat him* But 
I have found the ;in ward n>an so much renewed 
day by day under these decays of the qutward 
man ; and fearing also that the removal of thjs 
outward cross would be followed by a \vowe 
\^ithin; I am afraid to ask, knowing that dis- 
satisfaction with one crook has often brought 
on a worse, I, am still in hopes of having C. in 
the work, for I see none like the children that 
God has given me. The troubles of others, 
and their distresses, appear to be inconsistent 
with God's teaching out of his law; they run 
not pTarailel with the word of God: and their 
deliverances do not come up to the gospel 
standard ; not being attended With that noble 
woun^, nor with that deep apd lasting incisioi)| 
^hich is made in the soul under the operation 
of the dying love of Christ, attended with: a 
believing. view of his suffering in our stead, and 
I of our interest in the benefits of -his d^atb; 

! without which there is no. fund of miatter; no 

j stock of evangeHcal experience; no springing 

j well to feed the ministerial gift; no ut>ction, 

' no (lew. Such, at first setting off, appear, self? 

\ cljfiident, pimple, timid^ and hum);le-i»|n^9d ; 
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and when professors see this it is approved and 
admired, and such labourers are caressed and 
much followed, which* in a few weeks proves 
their ruin ; as it lifts them up, and then thejr 
get into the flesh, and savour ,Qf- self: into 
legal bondage, and swell with pride; or else 
into the letter, and then we have nothing but 
a multitude of words, which is Solomon's cri- 
terion of a fool. This is* the* universal furni- 
ture of our whole cloud of dead and blind wit- 
nesses in the present day, who have seen no- 
thing, nor ever handled the word of life. I 
have hopes of my spn Joseph, that he may be a 
fruitfiil bough, a bough by a well. I under- 
stand that the wool still entangles him, and is 
more and more unprofitable. Who knows but 
he may be called to quit the place; and be 
brought to deal in white linen J I wish he would 
leave it, and come up to me for a w hile : how- 
ever, I belteve that this will be the end of 
things; I have received his packet, but have 
not had time to read it as yet. Give my kind 
love to him, and to all the seed royal, fori 
doubt not but all at Leicester, who are truly 
such, are in union with 

Yours, sincerely, 

• I ... 

w.H. s.a. 
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CL. 



Jan. 25^ 1811. 



PEAR FRIEND, 

Jt is hard work now for me to write ; my right 
hand has forgotten its cumiing; aud the nerves 
catch it upi or draw it aside, so that it biecomei 
disobedient and unmanageable. I have also si^ 
cold and a slow fever upon me. The City 
Chapel) being low, damp and cold, doth not 
suit the infirmities of old age. I often think of 
my dismission from the field of actioa ; and 
hope for an honourable discharge, and an eter- 
nal pension, on the footing of grace, and ac* 
cording to the promise in Christ: and these 
things prompt me to collect my evidences and 
good quail ficationSi together, as is the usual 
method of all self-righteous persons. 

First, I greatly confide in the singular piety 
of my forefathers, Abraham and his seed, who 
was God's friend, and whose blessing is come 
upon me through faith. But, above all, I con* 
fide in the everlasting Father, who went about 
doing good,, and healing all that were oppressed 
with the devil, for God was with him. My 
mother alsa was a most venerable, pious^ and 
honourable matron ; the handmaid of the Lord 
in the best sense — I mean the heavenly Jerusa* 
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lettif who is the mother of us aU. So much for 
my pedigree. 

Secondly, I thank my God also that I am 
fiot as other men, for I am the chiefe&t of all 
dinners ; nor am I like that poor publican, for 
p can lift up my eyes to God with pleasure, 
which he dared not do. 

Thirdly, I can say to the most refined phari* 
see, and even to the god of this world, " Stand 
hy thyself, come not near to me, for I am holier 
than thou f and yet even this is not a smoke 
in the Lord's nose, nor a fire that burns to his 
displeasure. 

Fourthly, I can look back upon a well-spent 
life also» believing in my conscience that Christ 
lived a life of unspotted obedience for poor sin-, 
ful me. 

Fifthly, I can bless God for an honest and 
good heart, being persuaded that the Lord ha» 
taken away the stony heart and given me an' 
heart of flesh, and that Christ dwells in it by 
faith, therefore it must be good. 

Sixthly, I do comfort myself with my own 
righteousness, being more than sure that I have 
received the abundance of grace, and the gift 
of righteousness; and what God gives me, that 
I call my own, for not as the world giveth 
gives he unto us. 

Seventhly^ I have obtained a good name in 
the w^orld^ in spite of ^1 mine enemies ; a new 



380 

name,, which malice, vvnth all her venpm> fcftnnot 
despoil me of; God predestinated me to the 
adoption of a son. The Spirit of God. lias cried 
*f Abba, Father," in m^ ;. and Christ has given 
me power in faith to become* one: this ^is the 
new name,, which the mouth of the Lord (not 
man) shall name. Yea, n\ore ; • many men, emi- 
nent for piety, who have spoken as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, have called me* a 
child of God. In all these instjinceis it appears 
to be. a new name, and in all. these ways. the 
Qionth of the Lord names it, and no other. 

Eighthly, I am constrained also to acknow*/ 
ledge that God's free Spirit has made me a-will* 
ing and loyal subject of Christ in. the day ^ of: his 
power ; so that I do engage and abpuodi in' the 
work of the Lord most freely, willingly, and 
cheerfully, under the operation of a frde Spirit, 
wbic.h greatly inclines my. heart to tbe^doctriae 
of free will. 

Ninthly, I do declare that no; man shall^iliop 
me of this boasting in all the'rcgions of Britaia; 
namely, that I am a member^ of the Church of 
EniTland, which she says is a company of faith- 
ful men, whom God did constantly, decree, be- 
fore, the foundation of the world was laid, tp 
deliver from curse and damnation,, liaving cho- 
sen them in Christ out of mankinds to bring 
them by him to everlasting ^^lyatjon, 4s vessels 
made to honour* This God himself has made 
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known to me in answer to prayer. For I have 
prayed to God the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, 
to have mercy upon me a miserable sinner« 
And he has heard my prayer, and ghxn me a 
lively faith in his mercy through Christ, and a 
most thankful remembrance of his death. 

Tenthly, I have wronged nobody; for, hav- 
ing obtfained a good coiiscience in all things, I 
am made willing to live honestly. 

Eleventhly, I have brought up my family 
without any help from the parish; for, being 
compelled to seek the kingdom, all other things 
have been added unto me. 

Twelftldy, I believe that God will not blot 
out any* of my good deeds, for he alone hath 
wrought in me both to will and to i\o. 

Thirteenthly, and finally, 1 trust that I have 
obtained a good name, so that none of my 
neighbours will speak evil of me; for " who 
can lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect?" 

Ever Vours, 

W. H. S. S. 
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CLI. 

DEAE FRIEND, 

GroD has undeceived yon ; aad I am more than 
Ssure that Xjrod*s .elect ahall never be finally de« 
;ceived. This has been my prop and my stay 
for many years in the Lord's work. As Satan is 
«sureto send his bellman to oiy me down, go 
• where I may, this in reason's eye vexes and de- 
jects me. But when faith considers that God 
made choice of PeteKs mouth, that by him thie 
^Gentiles should hear the word and believe: 
.and knowing that God works, and none can 
let it; and that his election ordains, fixes, fur- 
'nishes, and appoints, the. mouth that is to bear 
the tidings to every chosen vessel; these lift 
ime above Satan's sche9ies,.a9d above Im aound- 
ing bell. As soon as a man <;omes over to God's 
truth, to God's family, and into God's^ ways, 
the scriptures become his counsellors, his en- 
couragement, and his support. 

You tell me in yours that you are unhappy, 
yet you see what is wanting; and you see 
where your former minister stands, and what is 
wanting in him, as clear as the sun at noon day. 
If this be true, then hear what the Almighty 
says to you, " And, though the Lord give yoa 
the bread of adversity^ and the water of affile* 
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tiofi, yek stiall hot thy teachers heitnioved int» 
a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy 
teachers." Read carefully, and consider well, 
Xsaiah xxx. 19 — 31. The people (meaning the 
elect) shall d\^eU in Zion. Zion is God's 
church, Isaiah li. 16. Jerusalem is God's 
covenant. Gal. iv. S4, S&, S6* Zion at Jeru* 
i^lemis God's church in covenant with him* 
self. God promises to be gracious to sinners 
at the voice of their cry, and to wipe away 
tibeir tears of sorrow. Matters, both within and 
t?i thou t, being adverse, or running contrary, 
and these being uppermost in the mind, and al^ 
ways before our eyes, are called sorrowful 
meat, the bread of adversity, or bread of mur^ 
tiiurs; while the boiling of inbred corruption, 
the overwhelming floods of gniit, and Satan's 
rage, are called waters of affliction. I^ow, 
though God gives his people this provision, 
** yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a 
ooraer any n>ore, but thine eyes shall see thy 
teachers*" May I not say, that at this time this 
scripture is fulfilled in your eyes and ears. 

If a preacher stands in the flesh, in the let- 
ter, in bondage, in presumption, in himself, in 
human invention, in superstition ; or if at ease 
in Zion, settled upon his lees, or in voluntary 
hamility; he is hid to a convinced soul ; such a 
preacher is ignorant of the furnace of afBiction, 
of the cross, and of the path of tribulation ; and 
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a lost soul sees fiot where he is, being ma^or^' 
oer ; not opening the gates, ,nor on^'the higfa^ 
way, cast ing up the road that leads to God, 
Isaiah Ixti. 10. He is not raising thevaHies, 
nor lowering the hills, Isaiah xl. 4. . He is not 
on the walls of salvation, Isaiah Ixii. 6; nor pro*' 
claiming u|x>n. the house top. Butane tfa^tBtands 
in Christ, without confidence in the flesh; if he 
stands in faith, in peace, in the liberty of the 
gospel, in the righteousness of Christ; in the 
power and presence of God, and in the light of 
the Spirit ; he that stands in these things, and 
describes them, and the manner in which he bb* 
tained them^ their blessed effects, and his own 
former wretched state while destitute of .them^t 
is a man that will be seen by the convinced 
sinner, and he will be felt too. But God goes 
qn further, hy saying, '* and thine ears shall 
hear a word behind thee, saying,- This is tlicf 
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn ta the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left;*' Isaiab 
XXX. 21. This word behind' is the voice of, 
the Lord to a chosen vessel, when following, a 
leader that causes him to err. And, as such 
aojuls are bewildered and distressed^ they follow? 
every lo here and lo there, .which is turning to. 
the right and to the left. But the Lord calls 
them back to himself by the voice of his Spirit; 
fyr he is the way to. the Father, aud the way of 
life 
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You* inay see in these pajisages^ how the 
scriptures open, encourage, and fulfil, to con* 
vince simners; for in them God speaks to such 
as you, and in you they are verified. It is true 
that calling on God with the lips, while the 
heart is far fron> him, is but mockery : but a 
soul ia trouble about his immortal state is not a 
mocker. " Call upon me in the time of 
trouble,'; is God's command. Read Zee. xii. 9. 
Pjsalml. 15. , 



Farewell. 



W- H. S. S. 



CLII. 

Cricklewood, IIcp, 15, 1807* 

DEAR FRIEND, 

r 

JL auRs came safe to me, and the contents were 
ple^siog^ and delightful; but soul humblinig to 
jfi^ to think of the mean instrument; one of 
low degree, and lightly esteemed; who has 
waded through a sea of affliction, and Tor a 
nunibev of years been loaded with unparalleled 
scandal and reproach. But the most Holy 
Spirit; his support, tuition, light, and lively in^ 
fluences; together with a purged, pqaceable^ 
w^lUifformed and established conscience ; have 
.bprn me up, and brought me through all the 

% c 
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evil report and violent oppositions that devils, 
impostors, and hypocrite?, have thrown in my 
Way, or cast upon tny name. • And I firmly 
believe to this day that I am a labourer not of 
man, nor by man ; and an ambassador, called, 
commissioned, and sent forth, by the King 6f 
kings and Lard of lords : and the time wiH 
come when all my tjnemies shall see afed owA 
this, and confess it, ** for ^the mouth t)f th6 
Lord hath spoken it." And I must confess to 
you, that I never went my northern circuit 
with so much satisfaction to myself as at this 
last time. There was, to my view, in every 
place a mixed medley of sons atid slaves ; sturdy 
oaks and lowly shrubs; many masters, but few 
servants; two in office to one rank and file: 
this my soul loatlved, and it made me sick of 
the North. But God has fulfill^ hi^ wordj he 
has made his servants new threshing instru- 
ments having teeth. The mountains have been 
tlireahed, and the hills made as chaff j the wind 
Jias carried them away, and the whirl wimd has 
iscattfered them ; and those thkt ^btde shklt re- 
^oice in the* Lord, andgl6iy ifa the holy One of 
Israel, Isaiah xli. 15. The rebukes Mid re- 
^proofs tjf truth have threshed them ; and these 
nibuntains of pride and power are become small, 
«md these hills, being not the hills of Zion, biit 
?ieaps of chaff, the wind has carried them away, 
^.' at Griintham,'and T. at Leicester, have bcea 
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the purging fens, while the wind of :error-was 
one and the same m both* This boistdroui 
whirlwind, however, has scattered them ; and 
tnj soul rejoices in the dispersion; for* the 
wh^at, being winnowed, consolidated the closet 
in the heap. 

Having little preaching p1a6es of our. oWA 
is most agreeable • i to me; I -cannofc endliri 
going to Egypt for help, to the Assyrian for 
bread, or to the congregations of the dead for 
house room. I have laboured -lotig in the Iste 
of Ely, at fiolney in Sussex^ and in the North 
too, in plowing, sowing, harrowing and brealc- 
ing the clods, ere the grain springs up and 
«hew$ itself. After which the fields appear 
white, changed in colour, and ready to harve3t5 
and reaping them off from the flesh, and bind- 
ing them up in the bond of peace and love, be- 
comes the most delightful part of all the labour. 
The last time I was at Bolney I had an account 
of five. In the Isle of Ely I saw a great deal of 
this work the last time I was there. In the 
North also the Hebrews b?gin to crawl out of 
their holes* But our work goes slowly on ; the 
Arminians, and T.'s proselytes, are like the 
Hebrew women in Egypt; so strong and lively^ 
-that they are delivered be&re they come upon 
the stools. But it is better to be slow and sure, 
than to be first and last; first in their own con** 
ceit, but last in God's account. 
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And sov/ my very dear firiend, if all that 
tbou hast writteo to me be a fair, true, and just 
account, thou art upon the foundation that 
God hath laid in Zion ; and, being converted^ 
strengthen thy brethren; for the hanrest is 
great, and the labourers few. This do ; get into 
the pulpit, and read a chapter in which yon 
have some light; and, -when any thing strikes 
you, offer your thoughts upon it as long as any 
thing flows in, and this will refresh the bowels 
of others. ^^The Spirit and the bride say. 
Come; and let him that beareth say. Come.'* 
And, as you now hear and understand, do yon 
^y. Come: and in this thou wilt have the hearty 
pmyers of him who is the well-wisher and will* 
ittg servant of alj the saints at. Leicester, 

Tub Coalhcavek. 
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Dec. 17, I8O7. 

JS/Ly friend must not wonder at hearing so soon 
again from me. I have a bad cold, sore throat, 
and much shortnes^of breath. JBeiugthus coi^ 
fined at home, I am trying to trouble others 
abroail, and have been at it all the week. To 
day I have been thinking ojf the legions of 
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young} arrogant, presumptuous, <laiiag, bold, and 
empty men, that have thrust themselves into 
tlie oifice of the ministry, taking the highest 
seat, who never saw the lowest. room; having 
nothing to commend them but prrde, blindnesi 
of mind, and hardness of heart ; yet how boldly 
they claim God to be their God, their patron^ 
and the author of their authority! Others, 
again, have gone from everyappearance of truth, 
and hold nothing but tables ; these have wholly 
wandered out of the way of understanding, and 
shall remain in the congregation, of the dead. 
Many of this stamp you know ; and surely the 
destruction of such. is inevitable; yet are they 
bold and wise above what is written, and even 
attack the standing ministry of the Word^ which 
is to be the trial dnd decision of the world. 
Under all this rebellion they claim the Spirit as 
their guide, God as their Father, and conceive 
themselves to.be the church of Christ; whilst 
all the saints of God, who are sealed to the day 
of redemption, are traduced as the vilest mis- 
creants on earth. And all this trade is carried 
on with the most consummate effrontery, and 
even in the name of God himself. Thus the 
cfarildren of this world are not only wiser in their 
generation than the children of light ; but are 
more bold, valiant, diligent, and inde&tigable^ 
than the saints of God themselves, wbipb i^ ^ 
shame to them. 
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God baa done great thiogsfor tliee^ that 
thou mightest hear it, sec tt, ami know it foi 
tby good And ia Zion to have *^ none ta lead 
\ktv . among all the sons that she has brought 
forth? None . ^o take her by the hand» among 
all the sons that she bas brought up?'' Get: up 
the . next Lord's day^ and give out this passage; 
^* Come here, all ye that fear God^^ and I will 
tell yoa what he hath d<»ie for my soul;" and 
give the people the whole account from fifst 
to last; you will then be. in ytmr element^ for 
^f out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speakieth," I am getting old and feeble, and 
Jenkins is ten times worse; the harvest is greats 
md the labourers worn down with age and f h^ 
bordciir of the day* 

•When God sent meomt I w^as friendless and 
d^^nc^less; poor to an extreme, and illiterate 
to the last degree; without a Bible or book of 
iny kind^ in all-tiie world; ^nd I laboured hard 
Ibr bread, suffering hunger, cold and nakedness* 
The few that came over to me, pretending to 
be much older in grace, and more valiant for 
truth in appearance, than I was, became at. a 
long run my plagues^ my enemies, and. at last 
apostates, and two of them are gone to their 
6wn place. I was/ent into dark corneractf the 
tarth^ where there was no light nor truth ; and 
exposed both by professors at home, and. the 
profane abroad. But Leiceateir bears a brighter 
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9»pect; thefe is an hoiise of prayeir ready » voA 
a candlestick, but it wants a light; a goUleft 
bell, but it wants a clapper; a body of pco^ 
pie, wanting an eye; a cry for bread, but none 
to break it Others bare laboured; enter thou 
into their labour, and confer not with flesh and 
blood. Satan is both advocate and ohief speaker 
tiiere. 

I have laid this before the Lord, and hope 
to do it again and again. God bless tbee, and 
the little flock. 

Ever thine, 

W. H. S. S. 



CLIV. 

Dec. g, 1 806. 
BELOVED, 

I HAVB been informed of your poor sister^s 
affliction, which I am sorry fon Her body falls 
under the rod, and the soul generally shares the 
same fate, they are so nearly akin to each other. 
I understand that you have also been low in 
your mind, as well as much crossed in business^ 
All these in turn have fallen to my lot, and, 
though 1 have been most refractory, stubborn 
and rebellious under them, yet I am sure they ate, 
and always have been, for my good; fbr they 
discover the heart, make us sick of sdi; diiv^ 
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us from confidence in the fleshy and make us 
more pure and evangelical in word and spirit. 
Was all the profession of the present day at- 
tended with the same furnace^ there would not 
be one Arminian of all the race called christian. 
There is left upon record a branch of chris- 
tian triumph, which springs from an evident 
token of salvation, and yet I never could attain 
to it, except in a very low degree, nor even so 
but at certain seasons. Those who are adver- 
saries to us for Christ's sake are doubtless of the 
serpent's seed, and therefore their enmity is to 
them an evident token of perdition; and to be 
hated of such for Christ's sake, is to us an evi- 
dent token of salvation, and that of God; as 
Paul asserts. But I never could as yet rejoice, 
and, as Christ commands, leap for joy, when re- 
proached, reviled, separated from their compa- 
ny, and my name cast out as evil, for the Son 
of Man*s sake. Paul arrived at this firmness 
and fortitude; "I take pleasure in infirmities, 
rn distresses, in necessities, in reproaches, in 
* persecutions, for Christ's sake; for when I am 
weak, then am I strong." In this patience 
must have its perfect work, and the saint's 
triumph be at its height. To tliis I never have 
attained; but fall sh^rt, and must be content to 
come behind. And what is more strange to me 
on this head is, that I liave known two men, 
who did most wonderfully rejoice in persecution, 
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and that for many years, yet both of them felt 
mto dangerous errors, and came at last to no-* 
thing, as far as I can judge. Nevertheless, the 
daily cross, the rod, arid the furnace, lay a firm 
foundation for continual joy; for these are the 
peculiar lot of God's darlings; and all that es** 
cape the furnace are out of God's choice; such 
as miss the rod are base born,' and all that fail 
of the daily cross are not in the footsteps of the 
flock. Kind love to them all. 

W. H. S.S. 



CLV. 

JUDC 1, 1810. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

1 hE wonderful fruits and effects of poor Mary's 
death are still to be seen in this world. There 
IS a lady at Boddicot in Oxfordshire, who has 
been in bondage seventeen years, and most vi- 
olently tempted ; but she had a hope that jiist 
before death God would deliver her. My books 
are read by several persons in that place, and 
this poor creature in bondage read them too. 
She got light, support, and encouragement from 
them, and always said, if I was right she was. When 

she saw my letter to Mr. C which men- 

tions the sinners' agreement with Christ, and 
Jiis taking theni 4t tlieir word, she said that was 
the language of her heart, and had been for 
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9 long time; afld, having beard of << The Penny 
a Day" being publUbed, she seemed very impa- 
tieot to get It, saying she wanted no more en- 
tertainment tfai3 Christmas than the reading of 
&at book, and felt a firm confidence that it 
would be blessed to her delivo^nce: and in 
reading the latter part of the Sermon she came 
forth like the Sun. in his firtnaAient This ac- 
count I wish to publish, as these are the things 
that go to the heart of that profession which ia 
so abundant, and so much admired in the pre- 
sent day ; and you promised to send me your 
own account God's iame should be published, 
and his glory should be declared, among the 
Gentiles; Isai. Ixvi. ip. For wherever God 
rises and shines, that is his glory, and the glory 
of God that rises upon us. 

As to myself, I am very rheumatic, have » 
sad pain in my hip, and much: fear at times that 
I shall be lame, and unable to stand. But this 
is no hindrance to walking by faith; for fiiith 
ean travel, trade, go with messages, and on er* 
rands, make provision and keep house too, even 
if we cannot turq in the bed. All our apparel 
and ornaments are put on by faith; and all our 
food and physic are brought in by the same 
hand; whilst all this activity springs from.spi^ 
ritual life, and all life from the Spirit of grace* 

Tender my kind love to all friends. 

Ever yours,, 
' ;. I . . . W. H. S.S» • 
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CLVI, 

?eb,36, .18)1< , 
DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAY^ bren long einployed m prepsiring L^t^ 
tera aiMl a fi^Beral Sernv^a for the press, which 
waa delivered on ^o^ount of my dear friend MiPf 
Jenkins. I have also received a Ipiig letter from 
a Mr. B — r-^ of Nottingham. I was glad ad 
lay heart to find there has been a famine and ^ 
cry for bres^t i^ that town^ and also as great 2^ 
stir in Salisbury. There is no speaking amon^f 
|he dry bones ikntil God commands the wind to 
blow, nor will these boneiSt separate from th^ 
world until \\fe be breathed into them; then 
|hey will unite, bone wiU come to his bone; aini 
when sinewy are brought up upon them, (X 
inean the bond of peace, and the more perfeclr 
t^ond of charity ) they wiU bind them together, 
and make them n>pve in concert. It is a blessed 
thifig to be taught of God; to know the depths 
of Satan and of man's fall ; to be searched, and 
tried) so 9^ for the book of God's remembrance. 
In which our names are put down, to be opened 
up And explained; so as to have them set in order 
and in the light of God's countenance,, before our 
<Mvn eyes; then, when he tells us that he has 
l^lotted out our trangressions as a cloud, wq 
jmow what he means, and admire the change. 

It is a blessed thing to have the oonscienco 
alarnxed, awakened^ nad quickened; furnished 
wilh all the sentences of God's law^ and em- 
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powered by the Holy Ghost to produce every 
charge, and to accuse as long as one corruption 
of nature, or one actual trangression, can be 
searched up, or brought to light This makes 
sound work of it; it sets all right at the bottom. 
And it is as true, that the atonement will go as 
deep as ever the leprosy went; when love will 
succeed divine wrath, and consolations shall 
abound over all afBtctions. Such (iDd that sharp 
rebuke makes the heart sound • in the faith. 
The poor young man seems to feel the stony 
heart, and the injurious bolt of unbeliefy which 
two are the bars of the castle, and the only 
fastenings of those doors that keep the prisoner 
in the prison. Take away unbelief, and the 
soul goes forth in faith; take away the stony 
heart, and repentance towards God flows out, and 
in the dying love of Christ finds a place to weep 
and to mourn in. " All the churches shall know,'' 
saith the Saviour, '^ that I am he that search the 
reins- and the hearts;'* and by this work he 
makes his omniscience, his justice, and his ho- 
liness known. Nor will such easily turn Arians, 
being taught of God, and kept by his powei^ 

I have this day sent a few lines to Notting. 
ham, which were transcribed, my hand shaking 
so bad with old age, that it is not only hard 
work for me to write, but as difficult for some 
to read what I have written. 

Still yours in the best of bonds, 

W. H. S. S. 
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CLVIL 

Nov. 25, 181 U 

JS/Ir dear sou writes iike one unacquainted 
with old age. My hand shakes; and it is 
hard work to write when the r^ht hand forgets 
iier cunning, fitit the hknd of fisitb still hoMs 
its shield, and hope expects the grekt reward. 
Against this hand and anchor, Satan and cor* 
ruption/ saints and sinners, have long striven to 
add weight to my chain; and affliction to my 
bonds; all which help to pmll down and wear 
out the despicable machine, which, when it is 
gone, will have the name of a pleasant vessel; 
Hie condescension of my Saviour is a wonder to 
me; my labours appear to be more blessed 
among the people in the new chapel than they 
ever were before. Our bed is green; the love 
of Christ is our rest ; and I believe not less than 
seven have, by the manifestation of divine love, 
quitted their cells and their bonds, and, casting 
oifthe veil, they shew themselves: so that the 
old coW'pond is become both the wedding cham- 
bcr and the nurserv* 

Our chapel is amazingly filled^ wkhoutlah 
organ, without fine singing, and without sehoois. 
•Christ, all in all, needs no addition. The ft- 
hished work of the cross is alUsufficient-; anil 



where our salvation was wrought out, there the 
offence is taken. On the cross our sins were 
expiated, and wrath appeased ; truth was clearedi 
judgment executedi and justice satisfied ; God 
was reconciled, man redeemed, peace was made, 
imd everlasting righteousness broo^t in ; which 
is an eye-sore to the devil, and the stumUing- 
bloek df sinners^ This woric, proelafimed and 
applied hy the Holy-^trit; -brings on alt that 
malice and reproach that; is called ^^ the offence 
^f the cross/' So lihat our glory, ts their oflfenctf ; 
our foundation their stnnibling^toaie^ our alter 
and table their snitre; arid our welfare heeotnes 
tlieir trap. Scfe then the goodness atid severity 
of God, and sing we of mercy and judgmeut; 
of judgment passed, and of mercy come j fer 
£rod wilLnot lead ii$ to. Sinai the second tkne, 
aeeing he has said thai we shall goi that way no 
more* .... 

The treasure in my earthen vessel was all 
iM'Ought from Christ's fulness into my soul by 
tlie Holy Spirit of promise; the holy oil and 
4he living coals came from the. Lord's ancnnted, 
and from the altar of burut-c^rimg ; .and the 
Move from God, the more hateful to men : but 
many waters cannot quench this fife, nor can 
.the floods drown it The covenant name of our 
God is *' gracious and merciful, forgiving int* 
jquity, transgression and sin." This name was in 
thjs aagel^ or messenger pf the . cQ^<^aiit> thalt 



999 

went before Israel in the desert, whotn Israel 
would not obey, and therefore he would not 
forgive Israel. Thi^ is the name of the Lord 
that came from far ; Isai. xxx. 27* This cove- 
naiit name of grace and pardon Christ proclaimed 
to the apostles, who obtained pardon from him, 
and therefore loved him. No pardon, no love* 
Bot, in order to keep as in love, heffromises to 
declare this natae again and again. '' I have 
declared unto them thy name, and will dedare 
it; thafe the love wherewith thou hast ioved me 
mxy be in them, and I ki them," John xvii. 86. 
This was the .work of Moses, ^^ I will pubiisih 
the. name of the.Lord ;" aad my doctrine shall 
drap as the deiw and the rain in doing it ; ^^ He 
is the rode, and his wofk is perfect; a God of 
truth, and without iniquity, just and right is he/' 
I wish all the advocate of Moses did the sajBe. 
But an empty nodse, blind zeal, -ignorance^ cqii<* 
fusion, * foolish tales, the bare letter, and a fair 
«hew in the flesh, will go down before thii great 
imd glorious name. 

Adieu. My love to all that love Christ. 

The CoalhsavbiL 
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CLvm. 

Jan. 8, 1S12. 
Dear Friencl id oaf dear Lord^ 

X WISH to send a.feMT ItneSy but my hand 
shakes. I hare had some aouL-travail aod hard 
labour of late; and '^as soon, as Zion travailed 
she .brought forth ; yea, before her pains canie 
she was delivered*' of a man child. ^< Who. hath 
heard such things? who hath seen such tbingsF* 
The man child is Christ formed as the new 
nan. Christ, who is our life, entered and 
quickened the de^d soul, which made, her feel 
Tier bearing pains. . Thus everlasting life ap- 
peared at her conception, and love at her deli- 
verance ; which is . the wonder of wonders* I 
have this morning received another . account 
irom the country of a flaming professor, . who 
had long walked in the light.of his own fire — 
a full assurance, and a claim upon the Saviour 
as his own ; — the moving of his passions was the 
love by which his faith worked, and his tears 
were the refreshings from the presence of the 
Lord. Two years and a half had he laboured 
in town at this work, and still his heart was in 
heaviness. At last he found us out, and soon 
perceived that we dealt in goods which he 
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knew nothing oK His pteautnptioti sodn fkiled^ 
luid he gave up his claims upon that Saviour 
whom we profess. Then he went into the 
stripping rooiti^ where he lost the sheep's skin^ 
and 9at tmkcdi and covered with shame. But» 
when I preached three discourses from ^* that 
they may be one in us,** he received^ as he 
tells me^ a better entertainment, and a better 
garb. 

Thus the promised work goes on; they 
build upt and God throws down; they speak 
peace, and God declares Avar; they daub, and 
God destroys the morter. They load me with 
reproaches, and charge me with errors and the 
worst of immoralities, and with being of a bad 
spirit; whilst God sends his children from alt 
parts of the nation to get truth, to try their 
profession, and to finish their education, under 
roe. " They that honour me I will honour.'* 
They set themselves up> and labour to support 
themselves, and to pull down all whom God 
exalts. But God sets us up, and keeps us 
standing, that we may pull down self, and exalt 
him. 

I heard last night that our poor dear old 
King is much better both in mind and body. 
1 have been much led of late to pray for him, 
and now it appears that the Spirit made inter* 
cession according to the will of God. Tell 
£en. that, if he ever got one live coal from' 

3 D 
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our altar, or if he ever 'warmed either hi* 
heart or his hands at my fire, to remember the 
stave. 



God save the King ! 



The Doctor. 



CLIX. 

Feb. 25, 1812, 
DEAR VRIEND, 

I HAVF. been poorly, and my poor dame much 
worse. My dear friend goes on nobly. He 
enjoys both the pulpit and the pillory. If he 
had been an instrument without life, he might 
make an uncertain sound when he pleased; but 
without Christ his workmen can do nothing, 
for it is not they that speak, but the Spirit of 
their Father that speaks in them. Hence Eze- 
kiel is dumb before the elders, but his mouth 
is open to them that escape. Paul is straitened 
before the Romans, but enlarged towards the 
Corinthians. The sweets before you began were 
a feast for yourself; your being dumb was a 
fast to the flock, and your own fast followed, 
which thus sharpens the appetite, and makes 

even bitter things sweet. Spmetimes the fleece, 

.' * 

and sometimes the floor, are wet; and if dry* 
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both are. the Lord's doing. . It is possible that 
the congregation might otherwise look more to 
the wool-dealer than to the good Shepherd ; ex- 
pect to reap where they had not sown; and 
look for the water of life, when they had never 
prayed to God to fill the pitcher. A few of 
these heedless blunders will make us more wise 
and cautious, (jrifts and grace are two things ; 
the former may work w^ithout life; but the latter 
is. the good treasure, the springing well, and the 
flowing brook. 

This is my labouring day, and therefore 
adieu ! 

W. H. S. S. 



CLX. 

May, 1812. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, be to thee, my Son; and 
mayest thou prove the faithfulness of God as £ 
have done. 

XlERE I am in old age, and yet not altogetbe^ 
barren. The cruSe of oil has not failed, noi? 
the barrel of meal wasted. The unction, and 
the three measures of meal, to which the king- 
dom of God is compared, still continue, namely, 
righteousness, peace, and joy; and the blessed 
Spirit works in all thes.e, as the new and hal-- 

2 D 2 
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lowed Iteven, which shall ultimatdy work out 
all the old leaven of malice and wickedness* 
Times innumerable have I concluded that my 
spring was become dry, my stock exhaustedi 
and that all things new were done with; no 
inore bringing forth out of the treasure things 
new and old. Then the devil would set before 
me some of his burning and shining lights, and 
tell me what a blaze they tfiade, what legions 
they drew after them, and how they withered; 
and what was I when compared to them ? With 
this dry spring, and with these scare^^birds, did 
the devil discourage and banter me for years. 
But I now believe they never had the fountain 
of life, the springing well, nor the streams that 
make glad the city of God. 

They that are ingrafted into the good olive- 
tree partake of its goodness and fatness; and 
such do not bear the root, but the root bears 
them ; they are anointed with fresh oil, and are 
called olive branches, or sons of oiL Seven 
golden pipes reach from these sons of oil to 
the golden candlestick. The first is preaching. 
God ministers the Spirit by the preaching oF 
faith. S. By praying : the apostles prayed for 
them, and they receivfed the Holy Ghost. 3. By 
f iithful reproof: " Let the righteous smite me, 
it shall be a kindness ; l^t him reprove me, it 
fhall be an excellent oil" 4. By exercising 
erne's. sieif in keeping a go<)d conscience : ^* Let 
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t% garments be always white/ and let thy 
hisad lack no ointoient/' 6. By meditation.: 
^' In the ptiultitude of my thoughts within me 
thy comforts ddtght my souL" 6. By the 
communion of saints ; the brethren oame t^ 
meet Paul at ^^ Aptpii Forum and the Three 
Taverns; whom when Paul saw, he thanked 
God, and took courage/* Acts : xxviij, 15« 
7* By epistolary correspondence : " And, when 
they had gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle; wliich when they had 
read, they rejoiced for the consolation,"* Acts 
XV* 31- The goldjsn oil, my son, has flowed in 
jdl these seven pipes, though the olive hranches 
and the main pi pas were but two, aa you may 
aeelnZech* iv. 8 and 12. 
My son, fare thee well ! 

Yours most affectionately, 

Ood is still with the Doctor* 



CLXL 

March, 1813; 
Dear Brother in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

I ▲!£ come at last according to my promisei 
which ought to have been fulfilled before ; but, 
alas ! I have sometimes leisure upon my haodt^ 
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imt no heart to work; no oil m mj cruse, no 
spring in my well, no. overflowings in my cup^ 
At other times the wind blows, the spices flow 
out, and the spring of divine life rises ; when 
perhaps I want leisure: And sometimes the 
poor tabernacle is weary or infirm, when much 
study becomes a weariness to the flesh. Never 
ri^hti dear Joseph, nor<can be; something will 
•ever be out t)f joint, off the hooks, unpinned, or 
displaced; something wanted, something.' missi- 
ing, something deflcient; until that blessed 
•period arrives wlien we shall see him as he is, 
be changed into his likeness, bear his im^ge^ be 
clothed \vith his immortality, shine in his rays, 
swim in his pleasure, burn in his love, triumph 
in his victory, bask in his gldry, and^be filled 
with all his fulness; made perfect in one^ see as 
we are sieen, and know as we are known ; then 
shall the high praises of God be in our mouth, 
and eternal joy upon ouVhead; and bdr sweet, 
unwearied, unmolested, uninterrupted, and un- 
ceasing employ, be celebrating the perfections 
of God and the Lamb for ever and ever ! This, 
my dear brother, is the glory set before us, for 
which w^ must endure the cross and despise 
the shame. 

The great God and our Saviour, who only 
hath immortality, dwelling in the light, shall be 
rcveJiled; his glory shall cover the havens, and 
tlie ne>v e^Tth shall be filled with. his pr£s6; he 
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shall come to be admired in his saints, and id 
be had in honour of all that are about him ; 
then. will the marriage of the Lamb take place, 
and the long loved, long looked for, long.es* 
poused bridegroom appear, with all the angels 
following him; and the bride, made ready; 
go out to meet him, with all her train of vir- 
gins and companions following bet; these shall 
be brought ; ** With gladness and rejoicing 
shall they be brought; they shall enter into 
the King's palace," Psalm xlv* 14, 15. Then 
fthall the wedding garment of an imputed righte^ 
ousness adorn us, the Holy Spirit shallmake 
us all glorious within, and the. atoning blood 6^ 
Christ purge us from every corruption, stain 
and wrinkle; peace shall adorn our feet, and 
life, righteousness, glory and honour, shall 
crown our heads. Thus will the Lord present 
us to himself a glorious church, and she shall 
reign with Christ a thousand years. After that 
he will present us to his Father, with a " Be* 
hold me, and the children which thou hast 
given me." 

Covet earnestly, in every prayer of thine, 
the best gifts: covet life and love, and the 
Spirit's witness in thy heart: covet that as- 
surance with which he seals us up to the day of 
redemption : covet his adopting cry of ^^ Abba, 
Father:" covet his consolations, his devotional 
sensations, and his enlarging operations; together 
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lirith all Itit inward imtnictioiis, rtvivab, rev 
newals, bumbling meltings and self-abasiog 
iqflueoces, with which he ^voui^ poor belple$% 
worthless sioners; and then thou wilt see awl 
feel for tliyielf that the kingdom of Qod standa 
In powef;, i^ rigbteou^ifesy^ peace, aad joy ii| 
the i|oly Ghq&t TbfSQ things swell thf hear| 
Yfidi heavenly gleei and th^ mouth with melody. 
f^ They ^h^U speak of his kingdomi and tal^ of 
bis power; to inak« known to the «ons of mra 
)iis mighty ^cts^ awd thje glorious miyes^ of his 
iMUgdQm." 

{ am at pre^nt rery weak and low in body; 
|iiit failed be my Qodj who favours Mnworthy, 
^iftful m% witb heavenly r^^ distant view^ 
W4 linddil^ bope^ Peiqr Joseph, adieu ! 



i... 



W. H. S, S, 



CtXII. 

PcDtonville^ ApiQ li, 1813. 

Blj dear Son, my Fellow Servant, and I hope honest 
pnd true yote-fellow ; Grace and truth "be with 
' thee, 

ft 

TxLt Cod r^sed thee up I stood alone with re« 
fiptct. to yokte^feUow8> having none tiiat work 
ibfii work of God as I do* But my God bus 
•twd by m§i furnished, emi^Idenedi 0|id ^ken 
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1^'mc; 3i»d| accorcjiag to his promise, I *'hm^ 
forth fruft m old age, to $bew that the I^rd is 
upright." London abounds with four 9Qrt5 af 
Jabouners. — The first is the Arminiau tribe: 
these exalt the creature, and debase the SaviQur-s 
merit, apd the grace of God in him. The neift 
plass are the arrogant a^ presaipptuous : these 
preach up an assurance; but their conildence 
ftands in the fl^sh, and not in the power of 
<jod. There is a third set of men, who seem to 
hp preguant with legal strife, terrors, wrath, 
and bitterness, as if the worm and the fire had 
already begun; these do ail their work in a 
atorm and teinpest, and deal principally in hell 
j^nd damnation* The fourth sort, such as So- 
l^inians and Arian^, . are employed by Satan to 
debase the King of Zion to the level of a mere 
prea.ture, that their deluded followers may make 
^h thi^ir armi and in their heart depart from 
(rod : in these the enemy and the avenger 
yiorV,% mightily ; having had his head bruised 
not by a creaturey but by his great Creator, who 
he knows >viU be his judge and his executioner, 
and therefore asked him if he was come to tor^ 
xnent him before the time. All these are ene^ 
Viies to God and bis dear Son, and are firm in 
the devil's intereau No soul, that knows Christ's 
!wQrth and loves his person, can ever speak 
lightly of him. — ^^O, my soul, come not thou 
into thi^r seeret; ntto their assembly, mine 
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honour, be not thou united;" for Satan sets 
them on, and they do his work, who knows the 
xuin of them all. 

We have no language, of the wisdom of 
this world's teaching, sufficient to convey the 
knowledge of God to men; we must therefore 
use words which the Holy Ghost teacheth. 
The Deity in unity is set forth to us by the 
four following names. 1. Essence; ^* I am 
•that I am." . Eternal self-existence is essence 
Jn the highest sense of that word. S. Nature; 
/" When ye knew not God, ye did service unto 
.them which by nature are no gods," Gal. iv. 8. 
lAgain, partakers of the divine nature; so the 
Holy Spirit is called, 2 Peter i. 4. 3. Substance. 
iGod himself is our portion, cftir shield, and our 
'exceeding great reward. — *' l will cause them 
•that love me to inherit substance," Proverbs 
"viii. 21. '^ In heaven an enduring substance," 
Heb.x* 34. 4. Godhead, Acts xvii. 59; Rom. i. 
iSO; CoK ii. 9. Godhead or Crodship; sdf pos- 
session of all perfectiojis which are peculiar to 
.the most high God. In this essence, substance, 
or Godliead, are three persons, equal in glory 
-^ad majesty ; so that, if one is a person, the 
other two must be so likewise. - Just person, 
rMatt xxvii. 24. Person of Christ, S Cor. ii. 10. 
£xpres8 image.of the Father's person, Heb. i, 3. 
jYou must not confound the persons, by putting 
<one for the other; for neither the first person 
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nor tHe tlntrd became incarnate, biit the.sdQond} 
Nor mast we divide the substance, for this U 
. piakii^ia plurality of gods. Each person is A 
distinct witness; ^^I bear witness of myself/^ 
and " the Father bear^tb witness (if me;" and 
*^ we are witnes^s of these, things, and sb also ilf 
the Holy Ghost/' which God hath given to 
theai tliat obey him ; .by faith we come to JesU£{ 
(he Mediator, and by love to God the Judge of 
all, and by "Abba, Father,"* the Spirit iJf'kiiowtf 
in us. Here the Arian can do; tfolftMig. Let 
all that love not bur dear Lard be anathema 
maran-atha. 

Joseph, my son, farewell. My love to all 
the saidtflu . , . .; 

^ W. H. S.S: 
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* • * . P^ntonvMle/Mdy lo; 1813. * 

My- df Hr frieiwl, I i ...;•' 

1 Kow seQd3U)a.a short a<;count of my view) 
Mpon the tinges. Some few years a^o,. ba gbitig 
to bed, I was inudi concerned . abonttlie pr^^ 
aent war. - It being a judgment of such magni* 
^ude^ 1 wondered whereabouts in scripture the 
account stood, knowing that all things were to 
be.fip^shed, as he hath declared by his serrante 
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tlie propbisti! aii4 I wu much grier^ diat 
fbere were nooie in our day who were intrusted 
wilb the Wffret When I awoke in the moming 
the^e words wtn spoken to me, ^ This is the 
liour of temptation." I then knew where the 
wwds. atoody as they uc three times recorded in 
scripture. I considered the seven dutches, 
And the seven epistles written to them, to be 
prophetic Qf this sevenfold state of the. churdi, 
which will bring us to the world^s end The Sar« 
dian churcli represents our present state, under 
which we now are. The first account of the 
hour of temptation stands in Rev. iii. 3. The next 
^urch, th^ Philadelphian, is to fae kept from 
this hour ; Rev. iii. and 10. The woild meant 
idl the Roman empire, or that part called chris* 
tian. It appears to me that the hour of tempta^ 
tion began when T<nft Pune published his re-* 
bellion, by which thousands were tempted and 
seduced to resist the powers ordained of God ; 
and this inadvertently has ensnared them in 
another teI^ptatipn; namely, that of favouring 
the Catholic causes The Pope has three sorts 
0f adherents : the first receive a mark in their 
foreheads, by an open profession of popery ; 
the second .receive, a mack in their, right 
hand, swearing to exert their power in de* 
fonce of popery; the third receive the num« 
ber of his name, and therefore are reckoned 
among hb friends. And God declares^ that 
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*< all who dwell upon the earth shall Worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book 
c( life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world/* Rev. xiii. 8. 

And this hour of temptation, in which trap 
thousands are caught, will lead on to this popish 
worship, whereby their destruction will be made 
sure. You have an account of what passed during 
this hour of temptation in the eleventh chaptet 
of the Revelation, where you have an account of 
the Sardian church and her ministers, called twtf 
witnesses, two olive branches, and two golden 
candlesticks, standing before the God of the 
earth. A little before this hour comes on orders 
are given to measure the temple, and the altar, 
and the worshippers; and to leave the outer 
court out of the measurement, that her minis* 
ters, that is empty professors, may be given to 
the Gentiles, which are the papists, as these, not 
being elected, are to worship the beast. When 
the papists have gained these, which are going 
fast over, then they will deprive us of the toler* 
ation act, which is called scattering the power 
of the holy people, Daniel xii. 7. Then 
there will be an opening for them to come at 
the witnesses, which are in the inner temple; 
many of whom, no doubt, will be slain; but 
some will be silenced, and not murdered; slaitl 
as witnesses^ but not as men; and therefore 
they are kaid to lie in the street, but not to h6 
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put into graves. This slaughter and silence: are 
to Ust three years and a half, prophetically 
called three days and a hialf. Nor is the present 
war to cease till this war with the saints begins, 
for during the same hour (alluded to before) 
there was a great earthquake, Rev. xi. 13. 
This earthquake is the present war, in which the 
tenth part of the Romish jurisdiction fell. 
France fell from its old royal family into slavery, 
In which seven thousand renowned men of name 
(meaning chief commanders) fell. And, if so 
many field marshals fell, we have had accounts 
enough of the slaughter of common soldiers. 
After three days and a half the Holy Ghost will 
be poured out upon these silenced witnesses, 
and they will ascend to heaven in a cloud; that 
is, into a heavenly state when compared with 
this present one; and they will appear again as 
a cloud of witnesses for God. 

It was the sixth trumpet that brought the 
Turks into the eastern part of the Roman em- 
pire; under which trumpet we now are, and 
shall be until the destruction of the Turks 
comes on. But, as soon as the witnesses are 
raised, and popery is discovered by the bright- 
ness of Christ's rising, then popish darkness 
will begin to be destroyed by the breath of his 
lips ; and this powerful preaching of the gospel 
will convert the ten kings of Europe, who 
have all in Uirn been.papists; but God will now 
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jUtrn tbeir hearts to hate the whore : and, as 6Qpft 
as these begin their war with the pope and Turk, 
the seventh and last trumpet will be sounded; 
for under this trumpet the mystery pf God is to 
tie finished^ as he has declared by bis servants 
the prophets— the mystery of espousing the 
Jews, and the fulness of the Gentiles being 
brought in all on a sudden ; hence this angel 
proclaims, " Babylon is fallen, is fallen/' Under 
this trumpet the kingdoms of this w^orld are to 
become the kingdoms of our God and of his 
Christ. The work now in hand is the papists* 
struggling to get into power, that they may 
gain over the established church, and all dead 
and dry dissenters with them. By this fan th& 
Lord will thoroughly purge his floor, and make^ 
manifest who are his and who are not; and it 
is plain that most of these are already favour* 
able to the catholics— ^theArminians, the minis- 
ters of the letter, and graceless professors in 
general; even many, who hold the truth in their 
heads, are already caught by this hour of temp-v 
tation. 

It might be easily known when Antichrist 
would fall, could the year be ascertained in 
which he rose; for he is to continue 1260 years, 
and no longer. Some, calculating it, have fixed 
his fall in l66*6; but time has shewn that they 
were mistaken; while others have fixed his fall 
in ]66^. But it is evident that his last struggle 
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tor {>ower is bf gun t and when he coines intd 
power I expect we shall be deprived of our to* 
leration acl^ and that then he will fill the Pro« 
testant chufbhes with popish priests; and, when 
he has gained these over, then the church of 
Ood will fall under the weight of civil and 
ecclesiastical power, both at once; and this will 
be the slaughter of the witnesses. Daniel's little 
horn is the pope, and he sprung up with thtf 
other ten upon the Roman beast These tea 
kings, says John, receive power one hour with 
the beast When the Goths, Huns, and Van- 
dals, broke into the western empire, they set 
up ten kingdoms in it And these kings were 
to be of one mind with the beast; that is, of 
one religion, as they all have been. And all 
these kingdoms were set up before the year 
500, which is the best rule for us to go by; and, 
according to this account, the pope's end draws 
on apace, and his war with the saints is to be 
while this war is in existence, or during the 
same hour, as you read in the eleventh chapter 
of the Revelation. 

These hints, with what you yourself under* 
stand by the scriptures, are sufficient for you. 



Ever yours, 



WAL S.S. 
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CLXIV. 

DEAR FIIIEKD, 

Your letter came safe to hand, and I liked the 
contents of it. God will not leave his elect la 
the hands of blind guides or deceitful workers. 
All God's children shall be taught of him^ Every 
one that hears and learns of the Father cometh to 
Christ; and God teaches us out of the law, that 
we may feel our need of Christ, and be led to 
rest our souls on him, and on his great salvation. 
And this is the end of God's teaching, that we may 
know him, the true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent, whom to know is life eternal. The 
Almighty is now teaching you; and I know that 
none teacheth like him; therefore hear the rod, 
and who hath appointed it, for there is a voice 
in God's rod, which is this, " All that I love I 
rebuke and chasten, and scourge every son 
whom I receive." This is the voic^ of God's 
fatherly rod; and blessed are they that fall un- 
der it, and submit to it. *• Blessed," says the 
Spirit, " is the man whom thou chastenest^ O- 
Lord, and teachest him out of thy Igw, that 
thou mayest give him rest from the days of 
adversity, till th|5 j)it be digged up fgr Jhg 
wicjked/* 

9^ 
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If the account that you have given me 
be honest and true, it appears to me that God 
has begun the good work in you; it is God who 
forms us anew in Christ Jesus, and that circum- 
cises our hearts to love him : and this love will 
find you out when you arc made sensible of your 
sinful state, and are humble for it; and remem* 
her, the Lord will dwell with therti that are of 
a contrite heart, and who tremble at his word* 
Nothing under heaven pleases Christ better 
than that of finding a poor lost sheep of the 
house of God's Israel. He calls heaven and 
earth, frietldi^ and neighbours, saints and angels^ 
to unite with him in the jay, saying, " Re- 
joice with me, for I have found my sheep that 
was lost'* O, what encouragement is this to a 
broken heaited sinner to seek and apply him^ 
self, by huinble prayer, to the good shepherd, 
who loveth, and gave his life for the sheep. 
. I know not whether you will be able to r^ad 
my- scribble; I get old, and my hand shakes; 
andbeing just removed into a new liabitation, 
it unsettles me. Farewell; mercy and truth be 
with you. So prays your friend and servant ia 
Christ Jesus, 

W. Huntington* . 
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CLXV. 

Crickkwood^ F^b. 26^ 1811* 
D£A& FRI£ND, 

X HE Lord God our Saviour has an elect people 
in this world, which are by nature the children 
of wrath even as others, being all under one aiid 
the same sentence of condemnation. But thes6 
objects of his choice he knows by name, and 
will in due time call them by name, arid lead 
them out from the world, and froni the congre- 
gations of hypocrites, for *' he that feareth God 
shall come forth of them all." God, in his own 
timfe and way, discriminates these by bringing 
them into some affliction, under which case i 
minister of the letter becomes a miserable com- 
forter, and a physician of no valui^k The matt 
that went down to Jericho fell among thieves. 
Cutting convictions and Satan's temptation^ 
came on hitn. He felt that Satan had robbed 
man of God's image; sin had fobbed him ofalf 
true peace; and the sentence of death had 
robbed him of life ; so that he was left half dead 
— alive in the body, but sin revived in the soul,' 
and he died. In this pitiful case the priest and* 
the Levite were of no use; they were conscioui 
tiiat neither the commandments, nor the blood 
of rains, could ever bealhiih; and, knowing lit 
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themselves that they had not the balm of Gilead, 
they passed by on the other side. These doctors 
are of no use, excepting to them that are heart- 
whole, at ease in Zion, or insensible in soul. 
But when these were gone, then came the good 
Samaritan ; for ** the whole need not the phy- 
;5ician, but they that are sick." 
. It seems by yours that you have been " spend* 
ing money for that which is not bread, and your 
Jiabour for that which satisfieth not.'* The poor 
prodigal went the same way to work ; he joined 
himself to a citizen of this country, a citizen of 
^^ Jerusalem that now is, and is in bondage with 
her children-" Thege were the citizens that 
^ated Christ, and sent after him, saying, "We 
will not have this man to reign over us." This 
jpitizen sent him not to mount Zion, the city of 
the Saviour, but into his own fields; not to the 
Lord's sheep, but to his own herds ; not to be 
fed, but to minister the dead letter, to feed the 
congregation of the dead. But " there arose a 
mighty famine in that land." God, by his Spirit, 
quickened the poor soul, and then he felt his 
wants« This mi«^hty famine was a spiritual one, 
and the soul was in danger of perishing for want 
of the bread of life, which no man gave unto 
him; for Christ is not known among the swine, 
uor is he known among any ministers of the 
letter. By these things we may see how God 
works to distinguish hn own eiecti and to bring 
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them to himself. The wounding of the thieves, 
and the slight of the priest and Levite^ made 
way for the good Samaritan, in the former para* 
blc; and the mighty famine paved the way for 
the bread of life, and the fatted calf, in this. By 
these things the Lord separates the vile from the 
precious, which the ministers of the letter can- 
not do; for it is their work to collect the chaff; 
and the work of the Lord's servants is to col- 
lect the wheat, and gather it into his floor. This 
is the Lord's husbandry, and the former serves 
as a fan, to keep the floor clean. Wound- 
ing, famine, crossing, disappointii;g, bondage, 
and misery, shall attend and pursue the elect of 
God, till they come out from among the con- 
gregations of hypocrites, and be separated from 
the foolish virgins. 

If God has undeceived you when others are 
left under the deception, if God has enlightened 
you to see the emptiness of the ministry, while 
others are still blind, how were thineeyes opened, 
and who maketh thee to differ? Believe me 
when I say that Christ's commission and ap- 
pointment do not extend to all. He came not 
to heal the whole, for they need not the physi-^ 
cian; nor to feed the full, ** Wo unto you that 
are full ;*' nor to instruct the wise, for these 
things are hidden from the wise and prudent; 
nor yet to call, nor to justify the righteous, for 
they justify themselves, but. God knovs their 
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hearts. All the care and concern rf Christ is 
fbout the poor and needy, the sick and the lame^ 
the hungry and the thirsty, the wounded spirit,- 
and the conscious sinners. Nor is there one 
word in all God's book against such as are poor 
in spirit, if rightly understood. These charact 
ters the Holy Ghost describes, and points theni 
out as the objects of Christ's care, and as his 
peculiar treasure. 

Yours most affectionately, 

W.H. S,S, 



CLXVI. 

June 10^ I807, 
NANCY, 

What art thou about? Where art thou? What 
is it thou art poring over and fretting at? Why 
so dejected and dismayed ? Thy heart will never 
be better; heaven itself declares it is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked ; and 
that every imagination of it is evil, and only 
evil. Thou foolish girl ! God did not send his 
dear Son to mend or vamp up so vile, so filthy, 
so foul, so base a thing as that. He has opened 
and exposed it, and made its vile workings and 
base conceptions manifest; that thou mayest 
lothe it, and come out of all confidence in. the 
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flesh. Gpdy my dear girl, has promised xti % 
new creation ; he creates in us a clean heart, 
and renews a right spirit; " This people have 
I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my 
praise. A new heart will I give them, and a , 
new spirit will I put within them/* &c. Love 
to Christ is what God sheds abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghost; and this love is the new 
heart, or new affections, set upon new objects 
• — namely, Christ, his truth, and his children. 
But then the vile, the corrupt, the carnal affec* 
tions still remain, and are palmed on the old 
man; for this love, being new, makes the fof^ 
mer old. Again, by a new heart is meant a 
purged, tender, honest, good, quiet and peace- 
able conscience. The stonv heart is an eviL 
hardened conscience, said to be seared with a 
hot iron. An honest heart is an honest con- 
science, which does its duty, is faithful in its 
'office, attends to its charge, acts with divine 
authority, turns a deaf ear to all carnal pleai^, 
despises all dead works, takes no bribes, shuns 
partiality, and hates hypocrisy. He is to be a 
new conscience ; and when furnished with peace, 
li;yht, and the witness of God's spirit, he is one 
source of our joy; " My rejoicing is this, the 
testimony of a good conscience bearing me wit- 
ness in the Holy Ghost.'* This part of the new 
lieart is the peaceable tesimony of a Oman's conr 
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.sciende, which is infloenoed and impirssed by 
the most Holy Spirit of the Almighty. 

These things, my dear, are promised us in 
Christy and God makes us new creatures in him. 
And, as these things are to be sought after, and 
God will be inquired of, that he may do these 
rtbings for us, set thy heart on them ; and look, 
-watch, pray> and wait for them. God, by cross- 
ing, disappointing, provoking, and stirring up 
evil surmisings, suspicions, and jealousies, has 
softened, meekened, humbled and debased thy 
heart, and mstde conscience quicks tender, and 
•sore, which runs, aud discharges its grief, plaguf, 
.bitterness, and sorrow, night and day. But this 
4s not all that God has in store for us« Nq^ 
bless his sweet name, there are better prospects 
;b^hind the vail; a better treasure in the Holy 
Spirit's love; better tidings in the chi^f Shep- 
herd's mouth; better fruits on the tree of life; 
.and a mor^ propitious countenance looking 
through the lattice. 

Take heart, my dearly beloved and longed 
for; my joy and my crown, be of good cheen 
Down with self, and come out of that den of 
dragons and court of owls; aqd then look to 
Jesus, and let \is see what that will do. He says, 
>^ Look to me ^nd be ye s^ved, ^\\ ye ends of 
the earth, fpr I am God, and besides me therp 
ifi no Saviour/* And syre | am th?.^ h? n^v^y 
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balks the longing soul with ah empty aod tin- 
meaning call. My prayers have been put up 
for God to bless this. Kind love to father and 
mother* 

Q IN TH£ Corner. 
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1807. 

This will not do, Nancy ; you must not chalk 
out lines for the Lord to work and walk by^ 
The prison in which we are shut up is our own 
evil heart of unbelief: this is our prison, and 
Satan's paiace. Legal bondage works here, girl, 
while our own hardness, impenitency, and car- 
nal enmity, together with* the old vail, bind, bar, 
and close it; but unbelief is the outward bolt. 
This prison our Lord was anointed to open; 
and it is often done gradually. Reproof and 
rebuke are called knocking at the door; '^ It is 
the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, 
open to me." Confession and prayer are open- 
ing the door, for " out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh." " Our mouth is 
open unto you, our heart is enlarged," says Paul. 
The heart discharges all her grievous contents 
by the mouth. The oil of myrrh, which is the 
joy of love, touched the handle of the lock, says 
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the spousCi and my bowels were moved. I 
yearned over him iu his dolorous sufferings. 
Jleproof first enters, then light shines in, and 
discovers Satan's dark works and his dark abode. 
And the first promise that comforts, melts, 
meekens or softens, is called truth, because all 
the promises of God in Christ are yea and 
amen. Now truth and equity have both en- 
tered. Next to these the servants of God en- 
ter; being made manifest in the conscience, and 
held in esteem by the affections. ** He that 
receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me.'' 
These things pave the way for.the rest of the 
family to creep in; and as love receives the 
brethren, so enmity and death go out when love 
and life come in. This is passing from death to 
hfe; and love to the saints is the cause and the 
proof of it. These, Ann, are opening the chinks, 
the crevices and crannies; but, when the bride- 
groom comes forth as the sun out of his cham- 
ber, he will rend the vail from top to bottom; 

Read this to Ann Jones, with my love to her 
and to your father and mother. 

Q IN THE CoRNEI^v 
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August 10, 1810. 
PEAR NANCY, 

I HAVE been along tour, from which I returneA 
iiot till Wednesday last, and on my arrival foHod 
yours, full fraught with the best of tidings! 
^* They that sow in tears shall reap in joy, an(l 
those that go forth weeping, and bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless return with joy and 
singing, bringing their sheaves with them.'* 

It was on the 26th of Jue 1792, (now eigh* 
teen years ago) that I first met my dear friend 
at Maresfield. Then and there my coi^cern and 
travail for his welfare began ; and against my 
prayers and his faith tlie devil has laboured with 
all his wisdom and wit, malice, rage and power j 
over all which the truth, stability, and faithful- 
ness of God, appear more firm than the rocks, 
and more brilliant than the sun. " They shall 
not build, and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat ; for as the days of a tree are 
the days of my people, and mine elect shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not 
labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for 
they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and 
their offspring with them,*' Isaiah, chap. Ixv. 
They who build up in Christ shall inhabit Christ J 
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and they that plant trees of righteousness shall 
feast upon peace, quietness, and assurance, which 
are the fruits of righteousness: " for as the days 
of a tree are the days of my servants," The 
days of an oak are a thousand years, and in the 
new earth we shall reign a thousand years with 
our best beloved.. Nor have we laboured in 
vain, for death, bondage, and torment, are cast 
out; and love, which is the image of God, ap- 
pears plainly* Neither have we brought forth for 
trouble, but . for pleasure and joy : the caudle 
goes about, and a cup comes to me. God com** 
forts Ephraim, and his mourners also. Satan is 
now silent upon this point ; nor do I hear any 
thing of his ministering servants. 

The present entertainment of Satan, and his 
seed, is the burning down of the chapel; which 
is to them a matter of great joy and a sweet re- 
past; yet even this is not complete, because 
myself and the people were not in it; and of 
this their complaints were loud and riotous in 
the street. In this matter we have had a clear 
view of Sataa and his seed, and that in their 
truest colours. But God is still my rock, nor 
has he suffered my mind to move with one 
doubt, nor one moment's rest to depart from ray 
eyes. I long to know how my dear friend is; 
he now enjoys the penny, but I am left to la- 
bour; the burden and heat of the day is not at 
an end with me. My friend hasi often covete^ 
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any state, and now I covet his. God bless himl 
and God bless thee, Nancy, and my poor little 
Ann Jones. 

The Coalheavee. 



CLXIX. 

Cricklcwood House, Oct, 2, ] SOO. 
DEAR MADAM, 

Your epistle came safe to me, and its simplicity 
dissolved my heart .into gratitude to the Father 
of all mercies, and the God of all comfort, for 
his wonderful works to the children of men; of 
which I have been a strict observer, and to 
which I have been a living witness, for many 
years. I bless rtiy benign God and Father for 
his goodness to thee and thine, and have no 
doubt but thou wilt see greater things than 
these; for as thy desires enlarge, so shall thy 
views extend, even to the boundless expanse 
of the blessed regions of future felicity: *' Where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.'* 
1 have not time at present to give a full an* 
swer to your letter; that may be more accept- 
able at some future period when you are at sea- 
Next Lord's day I preach, morning and evening, 
at Providence Chapel; and shall dispense the 
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Lord's supper at three o clock in the aftemooa^ 
and, if you choose to come and hear me, there 
b a gentleman of the faculty at Woolwidi 
whose name is B. who, with his spouse, are my 
children in the faith; they are members with 
us, and seldom miss coming on the Lord's day^ 
especially on the ordinance days : if you make 
yourself known to them, you might together 
fill the coach, as there are several others at 
Woolwich who belong to us, and seldom iail 
coming. I shall have no objection to your at- 
tending the table w^ith us, if I could see you for 
aibout ten minutes after the forenoon service. 
Ulr. B. will inform you of our order. Grace and 
peace be with thee, and please to tender my best 
wishes to the captain. 

Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus, 

W. Huntington. 
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Leicester, Oct. 31, 1800. 
My dear Sister in Christ Jesus, 

I RECEIVED yours, and the keep-sake, on Satur- 
day evening last: but had not time in town to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of them. I thank you, but 
am sorry for the needless expense, as times are 
hard, and the pocj^ets of God's children seldom 
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^erUden witk that treasure which coiistitutd^ 
a portion in this life. I hope to tura the tritlket 
into a Galeecl, or a pillar of memorial^ to be in 
jfatiire a witness against me or a monitor to me, 
if I should forget thee when I am indulged w^itk 
sweet access to the throne of grace. The im- 
pulse you have beeti for some time under, that 
your faith would be tried; is, >I think, a lesson 
from the anointing which is from above. God 
the Holy Ghost is not only to guide us into alt 
truth; but he is to shew us things to come} 
which inward teaching is true, but not alwayd 
perceived, not att^ded to till the calamity 
Comes on, or is over; " The thing which I greatly 
feared (says Job) is fallen upon me, and that 
which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was 
not at ease, neither had I rest, neither was I 
^uiet, yet trouble came." Genuine faith will 
abide the fire, but untried faith is not to be de- 
pended on. God's M'ord, as well as God's Spirit, 
witnesieth that bonds and afflictions abide tlM 
saints. To be previously alarmed is to be 
^iquipped beforehand; that, as the fool in the 
gcspel laid up goods for many years, so 
should we, in times of indulgence, lay in a 
9tock of prayers against .future desertions; 
" And now also, when I am old and greyheaded^ 
forsake me not (saith the psalmist), thou God 
of my salvation." To listen to the warning, to- 
be instructed by it, and to be much in prayer 



to God before the trial comes on, quenches the 
fiery furnace before we are cast into it. The 
fear, trouble, and great distress of Jacob at the 
report of Esau^s approach with four hundred 
men, were ten times worse than the meeting of 
him ; for instead of killing Jacob he kissed him; 
but then Jacob had wrestled and prevailed both 
with God and man; aud had obtained a prq^ 
mise of complete victory in answer to his prayer 
before he ventured himself over the river Jab- 
bok. My dear sister knowjs how to make th9 
application. 

Moreover, forget not that God is a present, 
a very present help in time of trouble; " When 
thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee, and through the rivers, they shall not over- 
flow thee; and, when thou passest through the 
fire, the flame shall not kindle upon thee." Thou 
hast his word with thee; let that be thy comr 
forty thy counsel, and thy meditation, in th^. 
course of thy pilgrimage, and then thou mayest 
take the same to be thine inheritance; for "truth 
shall be settled in heaven, and mercy shall be 
built up for ever/* in the promised glorification 
of all the elect of God. 

Again, as thou hast mentioned to me some- 
thing of thy distress, on account of thine in- 
bred corruption and evil tempers, let me coun-: 
sel my dear sister upon these things. It is the 
laW; the moral law, and nothing ebei that di^'^ 
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covers these things ; " By the law is the know- 
ledge of sin,** " When the commandment came 
sin revived and I died." And evil tempers are 
stirred up by the same; " the law worketh 
wrath." Looking to that, striving to keep it, 
cleaving to it, and labouring under it, bring the 
wrath revealed in it upon us, and this stirs up 
our enmity against God. Walking in the faith 
of Christ, and looking to him, changes us into 
his image. Looking to the law, like the Gala- 
tians, is going wrong ; " The foolishness of man 
perverteth his way,*' says Solomon, " and his 
heart fretteth against the Lord.*' Legal bond- 
age, and the fear of death and wrath, all come 
from a broken law; even as a man who has 
robbed, killed, or done violence, is never safe, 
never easy, because the laws of his country 
are against him : therefore look to the Saviour, 
cleave to him, and abide in him; ^* He that 
abideth in me bringeth forth much fruit.*' 

Farewell, my dear sister; the God of all 
grace be with thee and thine. So prays thine 
affectionate friend and brother in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

W. HUNTINGTOIC. 

My love to the Captain. 
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CLXXIL 

Sept 28, 1801* 
lABY HART, 

1 WAS not a little pleased yesterday, to see 
your Ladyship encompassed with infirmities: 
and why do you wonder at this, seeing '* the 
whole need not the physician, but them that are 
sick r '' None of us love physic : saline and bit« 
tcr draughts are not sweet, but they are salutary^ 
•• Have salt in yourselves,'' says the Saviour^ 
"and be at peace one with another." The heart 
must know its own bitterness, or it will never 
relish or prize those joys that a stranger inter- 
meddleth not with. Bitter draughts strengthen 
the stomach, promote appetite, and help digest 
tion. Hence the ancient order given for eating 
the passover ; ** Yc shall eat it in haste, and 
with bitter herbs shall ye eat it." All the 
Saviour's garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia, two of which out of the three are bitter; 
and with myrrh and aloes was the Saviour's 
body anointed. Ezekiel eats the roll, and John 
the little book ; and they both found the con- 
tents to be sweet as honey, but afterwards their 
bellies were bitter. Sweet is the word of God ; 
but, when it discovers the corruptions of the 
heart, and gives rebukes for what is amiss, the 
heart knows its own bitterness* However, the 
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bad humours must be discovered by the word, 
and then be purged off, as often as bad frames 
come on, that more fruit may be produced. 
Besides, this furnace and purging work make 
the stomach nice; so that it cannot feed upon, 
and Sfwallow down, every Arminian scrap that 
is held forth with a wimpering cry, and a call to 
sinners to come to Christ Nothing but his 
flesh in sacrifice, which is meat indeed, and his 
blood, which is drink indeed, will satisfy or en- 
tertain the soul that knows its own sore, and 
hungers for the bread of life. 

My Lady Mary will understand me better 
by and by, when she has had a little more of 
this sort of physic, which is so good for her 
health; for " by these things men live, and in 
all these things is the life of my spirit.** So 
God revives us, and makes us to live. Seeing 
you so low is the cause of my sending these few 
scattered and undigested fragments, knowing 
that " to the hungry soul every bitter thing is 
sweet ;" yea, God's rods, reproofs, and rebukes, 
are better than carnal ease. 

Farewell ! be of good cheer ; Christ will re* 
turn with double. love, and make it all up, and 
then he will be more sweet than ever. So I 
believe, and so you expect. My love to the 
noble one. Excuse haste. 

Ever yours, 

W. Huntington, 
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The Cabio, cm board of Froridence^ 
Sept 30^ 1805. 

I HATE received poor Mary's letter, and am 
sorry to hear the contents. But it is no more 
than fatherly severity, not vindictive wiath ; it 
is the chastening hand of a most benign parent^ 
and not the vengeance of an inexprable judge. 
I have no fear of God's breaking his covenant, 
forgetting to be gracious^ or casting off his 
people. Poor Mary is ip safe hands ; and sure 
t am that this contention will last no longer 
than till they will submit to him. The root of 
this cross is perverseness; submission, is sure to 
cure it; for how can two contend, or disagree 
when there is but one will between them? 
" Not my will, but thine be done,'' says the 
Saviour. Again ; " He repented and went, 
and did the will of his father," says the parable. 
The greatest indulgence my mind has ever 
craved, since I have tasted the sweetness there 
is in Christ, is to hfivemy books, ink and paper; 
and to be shut up and shut out from ^U com^ 
p^ny under the sun; this, this has long been 
the wish of my soul 1 But it mujst not be so: 
the candle lit up in my soul must not be put 
under a bed, nor under a bushel : this the Lord 
told m^ with his own mouth, 
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There are none that love Christ, or that 
could receive such an one as myself at S. ; and« 
as to the pulpit ther^, to let ^uch an one occupy 
It would be to incur the displeasure of all the 
evangelical society; and, as to preaching lathe 
dead, it is what I never coveted. I do not 
know biit I may soon be at F. where t have a 
few friends, but have no desire to visit S. In 
all the sights, amusements and pleasures of this 
life, I have not once, to my knowledge, spent 
one day sihcie I hiave been Christ's servant. I 
win«drop you a f6w lines, and give you timely 
notice, if I go to F. where I have several chil- 
dren, who have separated themselves from 
among the rest of professors. Stand your 
ground, cast not away your confid^ice ; shall 
he turn away, and not return? He will never 
forsake those that hope in his mercy. There is 
nothing, in all the catalogue of your complaints, 
but what has fallen to my share ; though God 
knows that I never procured them by herding 
with the world. 

Farewell ! Grace and peace be with thee. 
I shall follow this with my poor prayers. 

Ever yours, 

W. H. S. S- 
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CLXxnr. 



Jiity22, WOf. 



• PEAB KAETy 

X CAHE hoiBe last night wearied and tired to 
the last degree ; and at my arrival foaad your 
mournful epistle. You ' do not pniy for days 
together;' then Satan has gained an advantage 
qver you ; this is giving place to the devil i 
and, if he has gained this ground upon you, he 
will toil the harder to gain more* The devil^ 
with all his unabated malice and unwearied dili-. 
gence, has not gained so much ground of me 
during thirty-three years hard %hti]ig. The 
gains, profits and benefits, of a throne of grace 
are infinite ; it is the most lucrative branch of 
all the high, holy, and heavenly catlingv Drop 
this trade, and beggary is sure to follow. And 
shall I praise you for this ? I prsuse you not. 
The devil cannot steal our confideno^ and we 
are fools tp cast it away. Every grace, bless* 
ing, and truth, that God plants in the heart, 
shall abide, grow, flourish, and prevail, in spite 
of Satan's rage, or sin's -remains. It is God's 
workmanship, iDCorruptible seed; his empire, 
by which he reigns, and from which he receives 
all the tributes and revenues of his realm; 
** The fear of the Lord is his treasure;'* and be 
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Will never give his glory to dnotber, nor'.hii 
pjaise to images^ or to devils. - 

All thy darkness, douhts, fears, misgivings, 
of heart, and unbelief, are none of God's fruits^' 
nor any of those gbod and perfect gifts whiclif 
comedown from the Father of lights. Love t« 
God, and to all tnaukind, was G<]^'s- image itf 
Adam; it was bis uprightness, Ms righteous^^ 
ness, and true holiness. But '^^ all flesh hatb 
corrupted his way;'* and this corruption, whichf 
h Satan's bauQ and our seduction, is^that whicls 
breeds all thy present confusion in thee. How** 
ever, God keeps a faithful and 'steady watc& 
over his own plantation ; and he has begun to^ 
root up, and at a long run he will purge out^ arf 
tiiatevil that hath deceived, seduced^ corrupted,^ 
and defiled the work of God's halnds.* " This? 
is the will of him that sent me, that of all that 
he hath given me I should lose nothing, bul^ 
raise it up at the last day.'' Our bodies and 
souls are God's workmanship, and nothing of 
either shall ever be lost ; no, the hairs of otir 
head are all numbered, and not one hair shall 
perish. But all inbred and home-born corrup- 
tion shall be destroyed, for " he was manifest 
in the flesh to destroy the works of the devil." 

God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, in all the churches; and he encourages 
us against these attacks of Satan ; " For your 
shame you shall have double, and for confusion 
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they shall rcgoice in their por tron ; therefore in 
their land they shall possess double, everlasting 
joy shall be unto them." The King of Zion 
will come again; '' bis reward is with him, and 
his work before him ;" apd then his own guests 
will welcome him in, and enjtertain him too — I 
Qiean faith, hope, and love. In times of trial 
these seem to be inactive; they stay at home; 
tp support and defend the be^rt : but, as soon 
9& the f^un begins to shtqe, , and the storm to 
abate, when ponfusion and wild uproar subside, 
and a calm suQ<;eeds, every grace will move, and 
dance in concert with the smiles of his face, 
and the thoughts of his heart, the. sounding of 
his bowels, and the outgoings of his love. 
God's work must be renewed and revived, or 
brought i^ain to a state of vivacity ; for the re- 
freshings must and shall come from the presence 
of the Lord. 

Tender my best affections to the CaptetUi 
and accept the same from 

W. H. S.S. 
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CLXXV. 

DEAR MADAM, 

« 

I THAKK you kindly for the little shelves, and 
for your kind epistle. Am in hopes my book 
will answer ypur expectation, and accomplish 
many of your dreams and visions. If you find 
the same frames, views, melting sensations^: 
flows of gratitude, and heavenly flights, in read- 
ing as I have, in writing it, thou wilt know what 
it is to see eye to eye with the watchmen . of 
Zion, and to put on charity, the bond of all per^ 
lisctness, which runs through the whole frater* 
nity of God, and binds the monuments of mercy 
to the head stone of the comer. I perceive, by 
thine epistle, that thou gettest on, and art in- 
creasingly enriched by the Lord in knowledge^ 
in observation, in judgment, in light, and in 
utterance. For all which God give thee a 
thankful heart, as it becomes the just, to be 
thankful, and with praise and thanksgiving 
God is well pleased. 

These are some of the simple sacrifices which 
are to be performed -with the abundance of 
grace, and the sweet oblation of our merciful 
and faithful High Priest, Christ Jesus. To 
this end is all grace communicated to us, that 
it may flow back again to the glory of God. 
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And, as different sacrifices are required, so dif- 
ferent frames are given. The sacrifice of a 
broken heart God will not despise; and it is 
by reproofs, rebukes, and reproach, that. the 
heart is broken. Troubles are intended to drive 
us to prayer ; " Call upon me in the time of 
trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me." And again, '*Is any afflicted? 
let him pray^ Is any merry? let him sing 
psalms/' Our incomes, my dear sister, are in^ 
tended to furnish us, that these simple, ^butac« 
ceptable, sacrifices may be daily offered, that 
the intercourse between God and us may be 
kept open, and a holy familiarity be kepi up. 
So discoveries of his love, and revivals of his 
work, as well as the leadings of his providence 
and his goodness, that passes before us daily, 
are to furnish us with praises, with thank-of- 
ferings, and with humble acknowledgments of 
his goodness, faithfulness, and truth, in his 
promises. 

These things, my sister, ishould be observed 
and attended to; for herein is our heavenly 
Father glorified, that we may bring forth good 
fruit; and these are his own returns, the returns 
of his love and grace; the revenues of the King 
of kings, and the fruits of his own implanted 
grace: and, when God's children are led by the 
Spirit into it, are constant at it, make conscience 
of it, and shun vain company, which grieves 
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the Hply Spirit, and unfits us for it ; it becomes 
the delight of their souls, and is no less than 
walking with God. 

Pray tender my kind love and respects to. 
the Captain, to the Doctor and his Dame ; and 
you will much oblige, 

Dear Sister, 

Yours in Christ, 

W. a S. Sir 



CLXXVI. 

Jan. 8, 1810, 
DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE been confined with a bad cough, cold, 
and fever, almost a fortnight; but am some- 
what better at present. This world never was 
intended to be our rest, our home, nor our in« 
heritance; he therefore, that has the most of 
this, has by far the worst share. God tells us, 
and faith assures us, that there is '^ a better and 
more enduring substance/' And, for my part, 
I must say that every thing that I see in God's 
light serves to sicken and deaden my soul to. 
this world. My own depraved nature, the awful 
state and carnal enmity of the world, the miser- 
able and dead state of the generality of profes- 



446 

iors, their hatred to the power of godliness, and 
a full persuasion of the reality of the future in* 
heritance, having been experienced in the first 
fruits, these help to crucify us to this world. 
And I have often noticed that God does not 
hurl a hoping soul out of the world as out of 
the middle of a sling, 1 Sam. xxv. £9 ; but un- 
pins their tabernacle by slow degrees, making 
them weary of life, and so bowing their wills, 
that they desire to depart at the appointed time 
that he wills them to depart. Soul troubles and 
bodily infirmities are the common lot of all pil- 
grims, and are dealt out by weight and measure. 
By these trials are sins discovered, and by trials 
sanctified are sins purged. 

Souls at ease put far away the evil day, 
while souls in trouble consider their latter end; 
hence Wisdom tells us that days of mourning 
ire better than days of feasting, for " by the 
sradness of the countenance the heart is made 
better." And I am sure of this — the more they 
suffer in the way, the less in the end. No 
smftU share of furnace work has fallen to my 
lot; and the bitterness of the wounds has taught 
me to admire the balm. Trials are not intended 
for food, but for physic; and the more bitter 
the drugs, the better for the stomach. The 
paschal lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs, 
and every banquet upon Christ by faith is at- 
tfeirdedwith the same sauce; " The flei^h lusteth 
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against the. Spirit/' and inbred corniptions op*- 
pose every grace. But every grace ts an incor-.^ 
ruptible seed, which lives and abides for ever— - 
such as light, life, peace, rest, filial fear, faith, 
hope, love, joy. — These the devil hates, and 
corruptions oppose; and they are often obscured 
by darkness, confusion, legal bondage, and the 
assaults of Satan; but they cannot be lost, being 
God's treasure in the heart, and must therefore 
reign; for God knows, and carefully distin* 
guishes, his own crop.; " that which is born of. 
the Spirit is spirit," says Clirist, **and that which* 
is born of the flesh is -fiesh ;" as you read in the 
third of John. 

' This, Mary, is the real religion of Christ, 
which makes the church all glorious M^ithin, 
dnd his righteousness imputed makes her so 
without. Salvation, or the pardon of sin, is 
the heavenly virgin's lamp, Isai. Ixii. 1. God*s 
pardoning love is the fire that feeds the lamp, 
Soi)g viii. 7. And the joy of the Spirit is the 
oil that feeds the fire, Isai. Ixi. S; Prov. xiii. 9«- 
These are the things which accompany salva- 
tion; and I have no doubt but at certain seasons 
you have felt, experienced, and enjoyed them 
all. They are often hidden from my eyes, and 
not one of them fully enjoyed; yet I know that 
Lhave had them in full possession; and, being 
tl>e enipire of Christ in the soul, God, scripture, 
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fiudi, and conscienoe, all agree m tfaift, diattte 
giace of God cannot be lost; 



CLXXVIL 

Dec 13^ 1811. 

Dbar Mary^s epistle was duly received. But 
my hand shakes with age, and I have no new 
oommandment to write unto thee, but an old 
commandment^ which we have from the Father, 
and the whole of it b brieBy comprehended in 
this saying, — that we should believe in his 
dearly beloved and only begotten Son, and that 
by believing we might have life through his 
name. This is the message that we have heard 
of this sweet and holy One. I have further to 
tell thee that this just One is a near kinsman of 
ours, one of our next kinsmen, who divorces 
us from the killing law, espouses the desolate 
widow, redeems the mortgaged inheritance, and 
raises up the name of the dead upon it, by 
spreading the skirt of his spotless righteousness 
oiver the condemned and disconsolate soul. In 
tiiis way we become his. Having discharged 
our debts by a ransom, and purged our sins by 
sacrifice, he supplies us with the oil of joy. 
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*waddfes lis with the gittfle oF trutTi, and his 
skirt becomes out bridal robe: in this way we 
1>ecorae hrs; by tln;5 wooing he wins our whole 
hearty and kills us to all but himself; and, 
when he has gained full poss^ssioni and cleansed 
us from all idols, by his all-conquering love, and 
filled us with heaven itself— then away he goes, 
and leaves us as mere machines, without life or 
motion, as a prey to all devils, corruptions, op* 
pressors, impostors, hypocrites, calumniators, 
and persecutors, that we may know, by sad ex- 
perience, what banishment from God and hell 
toimentsare! and sure I am that I have often 
had my belly full of this sort of hell. 

£ut there will be an end to thh misery df 
miseries, and to this world, which is the sinner's 
portion and our bane; — a world wherein the 
devil reigns and rules; to whom his children 
pay implicit obedience, and in >vhose works 
they boast, exult, and triumph, all the day long, 
till, by a sad translation, they find that " the 
wages of sin is death.'* And here we must look 
to the balance of the sanctuary, and weigh 
both the duration of time and the substance of 
eternity. But this is already done to our hands, 
as Paul says : " Our light afflictions, which are 
but for a moment, work out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.'* 

Tell the Captain that 1 hope he will ob- 
tain leave to eat plum-pudding with us this 

go 
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Christmas. But charge him, in my name, never 
to ask leave of absence from the Captain of 
our salvation, for without him D. can do 
nothing. 

Yours affecticmately, 

W. Huntington. 



CLXXVIIL 

Church Street^ Paddington, 
May 17, 1798. 

Beloved of God, elected according to his foreknow^ 
ledge, and predestinated to the adoption of daugh^ 
ter, preserved in Christ Jesus, and shortly to be 
called to the fellowship of him, W. H« S« S. send^ 
eth greeting. 

1 HZ divine teaching of God is wonderful, and 
unaccountable to the children of men, as nothing 
is more debasing, nothing more confounding to 
worldly wisdom and natural prudence. Alive 
we are without the law, and sin is dead; guilt 
benumbs the conscience, sin in its true colours 
-is hid, and the bare commission of it banished 
from both mind and memory. In this state o£ 
ipsenaibility, or spiritual death, we flourish like 
grass, and adorn ourselves with an external 
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form of godliness^ to gain applause, tiil in otit 
own eyes we appear like the flower of the field* 
But God's voice says, *' Cry;" and the echo is^ 
" What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, atid all 
the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 
field. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, 
because the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon itj 
surely the people is grass. The grass withereth^ 
the flower fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall jitand for ever," Isai. xl. 6. Under the! 
motions and operations of this heavenly wind 
thou now art, my daughter 5 this scripture is 
now fulfilling in thee. God hath sent it on 
thee, and the effects of it are produced, and 
producing daily. 

This wind is sovereign, it bloweth where it 
listethj thou feelest the effects, and with men- 
tal ears hearest the sound thereof; and so must 
and shall every one that is born of the Spirit, 
This wind, that bloweth, is to wither both the 
grass, and the. goodliness thereof, which is com- 
pared to the flower of the field. Under the 
cutting convictions, the reproofs, rebukes, and 
quickening operations of the Spirit, we pine, 
sink, wither, and die to all the vanities of this 
world : our souls can no longer feed upon mirthy 
pleasure^ evil imaginations, the lusts of the! 
flesh, nor the pride of life; and, as we cannot 
feed upon these vanities, we cannot grow not 
flourish in. them; nay, the sweet stolen morsela 
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tfial we have eaten we now wish to vomit up, 
foi the remembrance of them becomes grievous 
to us when God smites us, and a sore burden 
to tire soul that God wounds: being dead' to 
sin, tv'e cannot live any longer therein. Htncc 
carnal company becomes a sore plague, and past 
follies a heavy burden: the goodliness of this 
flower of the field fades also. Every intellect 
}s impaired, shattered, wounded, puzzled, per- 
plexed, and confounded ; so that neither reason, 
nor all the light of nature, can form the least 
judgment of our case and state, nor give the 
least account of the change and wonderful 
operations that have taken place. Natural and 
acquired abilities vanish, and leave the sinner 
ad a poor senseless idiot. Recollection, memory, 
and tmderstanding, fail: absence, reserve, and 
pensiveness, possess us; and lonely retreats and 
silent solitude suit the gloomy and dejected 
sinner best. And here it is that we lose all our 
forms and outward shew of godliness. The 
anger of God enters into our conscience, guilt 
4nd sin are stirred up, and all false hopes give 
\vay, and down we go; for self-righteousness is 
ho breastplate, no defence, no annour proof, 
against the wrath of God, the curse of the law, 
the sting of death, and the fiery darts of Satan. 
Thus all the goodliness df this poor flower of 
fhe field withers when the Spirit of God blovveth 
upoii it. 
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When God, by the Uaching of his Spiri^ 
|iath thu^ made our wisdom foolishness, and 
stained the pride of all our glory, lie goed on 
V^ith his own work upon us, but keeps us alto* 
getli^r in thj? dark about it, till he sets things 
to rights by his own presence. *' I will bring 
the blind by ^ way that they know npt; I will 
lead thgp) in paths that th?y have not knowu; 
I will make darkness light befoj^ them, ^nd 
crooked things straight : these things will I do 
unto them, and not foxsfike them."' Thou art 
now in this path, and onQ qf the blind pnes th^t 
God is thus leading; and it is a w^y. that thou 
knowest not, bein^ " the way that leads to lifip, 
and few there be that find it." But, by the 
help of my Gpd, I will point it out to thee. 
David mentions it thus : " God b^ merciful to 
us, and bless us, and cause his face to shin.e 
upon us; that thy \yay may he known upon 
earth, thy saving health among all nations," 
Ps. Ixxii. 1, 2; and Solomon hints at it; '*The 
way pf life is above to the wise, that he may de- 
part from hell ben^^th." Many labour hard 
who never find this path ; " The labour of the 
foolish wearieth every one of them, because he 
knoweth not how to go to the city," EccJ, 
X. 15* Nor 1^ the light of nature sufficient to 
guide him; civery one that follow^ that taper is 
^uTC to be wron^ at last; "There is a way that 
f eicn\eth rjgbt to a map, but ^he end thereof are 
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the ways of dcatV Prov. xiv. 12. This is th^ 
Vay to life by keeping the commandments ot 
the moral law, ai^d always seems right to the 
natural man; but, as the law cannot give life, 
so this way must end under the sentence of 
death; and they. obtain the curse instead of the 
lilesslng ; "Their porfion js cursed in the earth; 
lie beholdeth not the way of the vineyard,'' 
Job XXIV. 18, Thiis is the way of the fooT, 
^which is right in his own eyes, Prov. xii. 15. 
'^But the ways of Qod differ wideTy from this. 
Hepce the charge, " Let the wicked forsake his 
Viyi .aod'thjB unrighteous 'm^n his thoughts; 
for my thoughts are pot yptrr thoughts, neither 
"^are your Vay s my ways, §ailh the Lord: for, 
as tl^e heavens*. are higher than the earth, so are 
jny ways higher than your ways," Isai. Iv. 

7, 8, % ' ': 

, . ... , .... ^ 

' The path that leads to (jfod, and the way ift 

which he leads his children, is hid from allliv? 

' ■* . ' ' * 

^ing, nor can it ever be discovered but by the 

light of the Lord*^ cpuntehance, ^* There is a 
'patt^ which jio'fosvl l^rioweth, and which the 

Vulture's pye h^th not g;een.' The li6n*s whelps 
"jfiave n.ot tr6dden it, nor the fierce lion passed 
'h'y it: it is hid from the eyes of all living, and 

Kent close from the fowls of the air. Job xxviii. 
'7, S,'!2r. "The prdnhet Isaiah quotes" this pas- 
'saige of Joh, and rnake,s the ways of God, which 

|e^d to ^^eaven,'a lilflp piove nlaiil thr^h^Jdb did, 
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** And an highway shall be there, and a way; 
and it' shall be called the way of holiness, the 
unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be 
for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, 

* 9 

nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon; it 
shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall 
walk there,** Isai. xxkv. 8, 9. ' But then what 
is this highway, and the way? The highway is 
Christ; and the way, which shall be called the 
way of holiness, is regeneration. " I am the 
way, the truth, and ihe life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me," John xiv. 6. This 
is the highway that leads to the Father. This 
is the way cast up, a highway prepared for 
God's people: **Go through, go through the 
gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast 
up, cast up the highway, gather out the stones, 
lift np a standard for the people,'* Isa. Ixii. 10. 
And 'he way that shall be called the way of 
hoHue:>3 is regeneration; " Then answered 

Peter, and said unto him, Behold, we have for- 

♦ 

saken all and followed thee; what shall we 
have therefore? And Jesus said unto them. 
Verily I say unto you, that ye which have fol- 
lowed me in the regeneration, when the Son of 

... •> 

man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel/* Matt. xix. 27, 28. " Of hi3 
mercy he saves ^s, by the washing or rcgeneu- 
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tion and the renewing of the Holy Ghost;** «nd 
he that overcomes 3haU sit with Christ on his 
throne, even as he overcame and ia ^et dewa 
with his Father on his throne. 

Thus have I shewn you the hi^hw^% and 
the way. And now for a short explanation* 
Those that receive Christ in £aith, and walk in 
him, or by the &ith of him, and not by sight, are 
in the highway to the Father; for we have ac- 
cess with confidence to the Father by the faith 
of him ; every believer in Christ, therefore, is 
in this highway. And " he that loveth is 
born of God, and knowetli God.*' Regenera- 
tion removes our carnal enmity, and draws the 
heart to love God above every object in heaven 
or earth ; and to walk in lovep as Christ hath 
loved us, is to follow the Lord in the regenera- 
tion; and such shall end tlieir days in endless 
glory, for charity never faileth, it is the more 
excellent way ; and all profession is nought 
without it, 1 Cor, xii. 31. And now put this 
highway and a way together, and it amounts 
\o tins, " Faith which worketh by love," Gal. 
V, 6. Into, this way the Lord is now leading 
thee, and it will not be long before thou wilt 
descend into the valley of vision, Isai. xxii. 1 ; 
then he will make darkness light before tbee> 
and crooked things straight; and then thou 
Y^ilt read all that he hath written upon thy 
heart, and unriddle all th^bt hjb bath done for 
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thcc. Lie passive in his band, however con» 
fused or confouuded ; aad remember this, thi^ 
th^ way^riog men^ though fools^ ^hall not eri^ 
in that way : — how can they^ when God Wrm-* 
3elf leads the^i? and it is the blind th^t he 
leads; nor shall one led of God fall intQ tl^l^ 
ditch. 

Was I in thy place I would not go to hear 
preaching at all; for thou wiTt not find one in- 
terpreter among a thousand who can explain 
the impressions of God on thy soul, EccL vii. 
28; Job xxxiii. S3. And, when God delivers 
thee, thou wilt find It as I did ; I told ** the 
vision, but none understood it," Dan. tiii; 27. 
I would give nay mii^ tp lon^^Jy soJiit^^l^; »n| 
read, coafessy ai)d grpaq out, myl;rQ^b}f(^ ))urT 
densy and desires^ before Gofi ;, who yifi\\ ^e4f 
the groanings of the prisoners, and wjU x^p ftl 
the sighing of the n^edy. Bpt, ^s Spr ^ny 
ministry tliat cannot point out your c^^e #u4 
stat^, and by which God doth not se^^^h^ try|. 
and discoTer thine heart, that ministry >f ill ^ 
of no use to you ; but it may stifle co^yictiqfif^ 
and lull intp carnal' ^^cqrity, which i^ii>iiei]r to 
be shunned and feare<^. {lead this epistk ov^ 
every day, and the l^rd wiH con)Bn»ii|jcftt§ 
some light by it; and forget not thfit life aftd 
immortality are brought to light by fhie gQ^eit 
|)or is there any thinj^ in us that is boI; aindi^ 
manifest by the light whi^h doth appear; ^^4 
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this light is now making manifest the coansels 
of thy heart ; and will ere long shine in the face 
of Jesus. Let me know how you go on. God 
will bless the correspondence. 

My lore to Mr. H. Adieu, thine in Christ 
Jesus, 

W. H. S. S. 



€LXXIX, 

PaddiogtoD, July 12, 1798. 
UNKNOWN FRISND9 

1 WAS in the country when thy last epistle came, 
or thou wouldest have heard from me before 
this time. You inform me that I have quite 
mistaken your case. This to me is nothing 
new; hundreds before you have told me the 
tome, and that I was altogether ignorant of theit" 
perils, and wholly deceived by them, for they 
Were reprobates and hypocrites: but they do not 
tell me so now, but otherwise. One of old said, 
^^ All men are liars." This he said in his haste; 

• 

for, though in one sense it is true, yet lying is 
faot the trade of God's servants; nor did I mis* 
iake your case, and that your own conscience 
knows; for sure I am that, if the power of God 
d)d not uphold thee, if his Spirit's might did 
not support and fortify thee^ and if, there were 
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tiot hope and expectation at the bottom, thou 
couldcst not stand one hour; but must be 
drowned in despair, driven to madness, or sink 
into the bottomless pit, in an instant; for no 
one in such circumstances could stand one 
minute alone, much less write such a letter as 
yours. In my trouble, so far was I from being 
able tb' write, that I did not know my own' mas- 
ter when he came to me, nor one word that he 
said, and that for months toQ-ether. Thou art not 
so deep in the' horrible pit as I was by a thou- 
$and fathoms,* and thou art in God^s strong handj" 
or thou must have been in hell long ago. *'God 
instructed me," saith the prophet, *' with- a 
strong hand.'* And again; ^' Now, when they 
fall, they shall be halpen with a little help.'' 

The characters and cases of persons? for 
•whom Christ was anointed, appointed, and to. 
Avhom he was sent, are all pointed out in the 
Vord of God : arid those who reap no benefit 
by his death are described also ; as, for instance, 
the self-righteous; " I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. The in;* 
sensibly secure and wholehearted; **The whole 
tieednotthe physician, but they that are sick.'* 
The wise, the prudent also; " Wo unta them 
that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight;" from these the mysteries of 
God are hid, and Christ thanks his Father fof 
}t, -Those who trust in and boast of the light 
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of aaturt ; '' If ye were l>Und yc should Bot 
have sin; but since ye say, we see, yoar sin re- 
painetb.'' Those who vainly dream that they 
9re rlght^ and their state good, though never 
changed in heart; *' I am not sent but unto the 
]o^t sheep of the house of IsraeL** And to the 
lost sheep among the Gentiles ; ^' I have other 
sheep which ^re not of this fold, and them I 
Q)pst bring, and they shall hear my voice.** 
Xhose also that are alive under the law, while 
sin is dead in t! em; not those^ but the self- 
CDodemned; ^Tlie dead shall hear the voice of 
tb^ Son of God, and they that hear shall live. 
And they that say, '' Stand by, I am holier than 
thou." Those that sanctify and purify themselves 
shall go to confusion together; the strong man 
also; *' I will feed the fat and the strong with 
judgment." The mere formalist comes in among 
ijxem ; these make many long prayers, but feel 
no need of tlie Spint> aid; '' all they do is to 
be seen of men; verily they have their jeyfrard."' 
Those that never at any time transgress the 
commandn^ent; to these he, gives not the robe, 
the ring) nor the shoes; nor to any others that 
hate Zion, and remain strangers to tbpr own 

Now let us see to whom Christ's comnai&sion 
reaches, and to whom he is sent; for he must 
do the will of him that sent hiui, and be faith- 
ful to him that ^ppoi^ted him, that he vf^y be 
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flite faithful aiifl true witness. ^ 'the L©rd God 
h^rii givc^ m« the tongue of tti6 karned, that I 
shtJiild know how to ^peak k ^i^ord m season t» 
him that is w^ary: he wakeneth ttibiiiing by 
morning; he wafceneth mine fearte hear as the 
learned/' "I am coitte that my ish^p might 
liiive Hfl?, iah'd that they may haVe it inore 
abundantly.'' Now 'the dead, that shall hear 
his voice atrd live, are persons condiemned at the 
bar of equity, at the court ^of judicature, and 
in th^ spiritual court of heaven; for he is con- 
demned l;y his own cohscretace, curswl ais a 
transgressor by the few, and damned as an unbe- 
Irevbr by the gospel. And thiis was my case; 
I Ni\ras without life, without motion towards'God, 
or any aflfectron for him ; and here 1 was when 
he justified me. And none but such souls as 
%he^e ever hunger a'nd thirst aftei- r?ghteous- 
^ness; and blessed are snch, for they ishall be 
SUed; 'for he shall fted hh flock like a shep- 
^I'eWl, &?c. Again ; 

*'* He 5iath «ent me to preach good tidings to 
^hb meek," to such as through grief, anguish, 
trouble and distress, are so abashed, dismayed, 
and dejected, that they cannot 'bear a hard or 
harsh word, their spirit being sunk so low 
Ihrbagh coiitinoal sorrow of l^tart and grief of 
"mmrf. 

Hte hath sent me " to bind up the broken 
^feaVtefcl." They are broken by the cutting cow- 
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convictioDs of God and conscience, the terrofs 
of the lawi the buffettings and accusations of 
Satan, and the reproachesof those who are at ease* 

He hath sent me ^^ to open the prison to 
them that are bound." They are shut up under 
law terrors, in^ unbelief, and in the strong-hold 
of Satan; barred in by infidelity^ carnal enmity, 
and hardness of heart, and bound ; their guilt 
is bound to their conscience, and the yoke of 
besetting sins to their neck; they are in bond- 
age in their own souls, in bondage to wrath, to 
the meditation of terror, fear, torment, de- 
struction, and to the fear of death. Now he is 
sent to open the prison to such souls as these; 
and their enlargement and sensible deliverance 
are as sure as their sensibility of their bonds and 
of their confinement. 

He hath sent me *^ to set at liberty those 
that are bruised," made sore, tender, and chafed 
in their minds, by the frowns of God, cutting 
reflections on past follies, meditations on future 
judgments, and tormenting anxieties, crosses, 
and disappointments ; life hanging in perpetual 
doubt, and God appearing to pay no regard to 
their sighs and groans; unto these he is sent to 
proclaim liberty. 

He hath sent me to comfort all that mount 
on account of their sin, their rebellion, the en- 
mity of their minds, and the hardness of their 
hearts; who mourn after Christy and after 
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angry God; who mourn over the fallen rifcei 
the careless state of sinners, at the carnal insults 
that God receives from them, and at the dan* 
gerous state of thousands who are insensibly 
hovering over the brink of hell. He is to set 
a mark upon all these, £zek ix. 4 ; and he is tq 
comfort and protect them. 

Moreover, he is to appoint and " give beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
The " oil of joy" is the comfort of love, beauty 
is the grace of God, and the light of his coun- 
tenance lifted up, under which we rise and 
shine forth as the morning. Ashes are sin, self-* 
abasement, and self-labhorrence on account of 
it. The ^^ garment of praise" is the righteous* 
ness of Christ, the best robe, that justifies us 
freely from all things; and "the spirit of heavi-? 
ness" is the wrath of God, called a spirit of 
bondage to fear; and is attended with the bur- 
den of guilt, the burden of the law's demands^ 
and the burden of its killing sentence, which 
sinks the soul into the horrible pit and miry 
deep. 

Moreover, he is to give " light to them that 
sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death.** 
This " shadow" is the old vail upon the heart 
that keeps us in darkness,, the god of this world 
having blinded our eyes; and it is called death's 
shadow, because it is an emblem of hell; and the 
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fains of hell are felt undfr it; sodi as gvH; 
fear, wrath, torment, Satan^s darts, and aaeosiUe 
separation ft cm God. Now the Son of rigbte- 
dosness shall shine upon these, to open their 
Mind ejes, and make them look out of obscnr- 
ity and out'of darkness^ 

But again, " He shall gather the lambs with 
Iris arm« and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young," IsaL xl. 
IK ^' Lambs** are souls with budding hope% 
distant triews of better days, and feeble and 
Hnperceptible expectations; who are quickened 
to feel, :alarmed to fear, and enlightened, but it 
is only to see their danger. Ewes great with 
young arc those quickened by the word, who 
travail hard for deliverance, but doubts and 
fears counteract the work, and incline to de. 
spondency or despair. By cariying them in his 
arms is meant protecting them by his power, 
although they are not delivered. Carrying 
them in his bosom denotes their nearness to his 
heart, and theccrtainty of hislol'e to them; for 
the bosom always signifies lovingkindness, com- 
passion and pity, or tender regard. 

Once more, " The prey shall be taken from 
ftie mighty, and the lawful captive shall be de- 
livered.'* " The prey*' is a sinner in the jaws 
tod under the power of Satan, srn, and death; 
and one who is a voluntary and wtllrng slave to 
his orders ami commands, and led captive by 
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him at his will. The stronger tlian the ^sttoii^ 
man armed is to come upon him, bind hini, 
cast him out^ and divide his spoiU 

Butj to prodeed still further. " The hruised 
reed he shall not bi'eak, and the smoking flax 
shall he not queilch^ till he bring- forth judg- 
tnent unto victory/' " The bruised reed" is a 
*^mitten and wounded soul, who can make nO 
melody in the edrs of God, but a mere jargOu 
of confusion and inconsistencies, a jumble of 
complaints, desires, groans, petitions, murmur* 
ings, discontents; and, in short, a medley of 
every thingbutpeae«, truth, and harmony* "The 
smoking flax" is holy longings, pi jus breath- 
ingsi earnest desires, and fervent anxieties of 
the soul, without any wisdom^ knowledge^: or 
understanding; all of which are love in tlie 
smoke, bat not in the fldrtie, till: joy toriies t6 
fan it up. . ! 

AgAin: The hills are to* fnelt, arid tlife 
mountains to flow down at his prei^ence. ' By 
'**the hills'* we are to understand hard hearts, 
which are to be taken away, and hearts of flesh 
to be given t and by "mountains,'* difficulties 
which lie in oar wiy; such as a broken law^ the 
sWord of justifce, a sight of sin, and th6 power 
of Satan. 

Come, my daughter, be of good ch^er; God 

is making tqefe a fit object for the cordialrecep- 

•tion arid sweet embraces of his dear Soii/ who 

2 lis. 
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reeetves all those that labour and are heavy 
laden. And forget not that it is the foolish 
things of this world, the weak thingis, and b^^ 
things, and tilings that are despised, that God 
hath chosen. My kind respects to Mr. and 
Miss H. 1 shall follow this with my poor pray er9> 
and may the Lord hear, ans>irer, accept, and 
bless thee! 

Ever thine in Christ, 
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Cricklewoad House^ Edf eware fiood, )Londe>a.> 
BEX/OYEB OF GOB, 

X HAD no more doubt, from the first letter I 
saw from thee, of the work, the strange work, 
in thee being the work of God, than I had of 
my o wn existence. When we are dead to God, 
and alive to self and the world, sin is dead and we 
are securely dreaming of a God all mercy, and 
of meriting his favour,, the great reward, by 
dead works; for our works can rise no higher 
than the workfolks. We are dead, and our 
works dead also. The evil day is put far fronv 
us; and, Satan searing the conscience, the sting 
of guilt is not felt. Thus we are alive without 
the law : but all tliis time sin lies at the door: and. 
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as soon ats God sends his law home to the hear^ 
attended with its binding, condemning, sin- 
discovering, accusing, and wrath-revealing 
power, then all onr guilt and filth, that befor6 
lay at the door, rolls into the mind and con^ 
science; the burden is felt with all its weight, 
and guilt with its awful sting. The eye of jus- 
tice, by the lamp of the law, presents our sins 
to view, arid the quickening Spirit of God 
makes us feel their venom. 

This, my dear friend, is God's first soul- 
liiimbling lesson : " I search the heart, and try 
th(^ reins: I make a man know what are hi^ 
thoughts : I will set your sins in order before? 
you,'*' &c. And " blessed is the man whom thou 
chastenest, O Lord, and teachesthim out of thy 
law, that thou mayest give him rest from the 
days of adversity, till the pit be digged up for 
the wicked.'* Every one thus taught of the 
Father, saith. the Saviour, cometh unto me, and 
he that cometh I will in no wise cast out.'* 
Under this lesson thou now art; thy way is 
hedged in and hedged up with thorns; and here 
God will keep thee until thy strength, thy wis- 
dom, thy righteousness, the brilliancy of all thy 
faculties, thy memory, and thine abilities, both 
natural and acquired, are all gone. And he will 
make thee as much a fool and an idiot in the 
things of this world as thou art in the things of 
God; and then thou wilt stand idle in the markets 
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place, for no man will hire thee : — ^not the world* 
ling, for thou canst not make sport; nor those of 
natural religioo, because thou canst not act the 
hypocrite, nor wear the mask. These are tho 
persons that tlie great householder hires into 
the vineyard ; and glad enough they are to go, 
though but for one penny a day. 

Such a sinner as above described is a lost one; 
not only at a loss about the things of God^ but 
lost and absent in himself; lost to this world, to 
ail worldly societies, and (in his. own appre- 
hensions) to all eternity, having the snares of 
death and the pains of hell upon him; and this 
is. what the Saviour means by a lost sheep. The 
Holy Spirit, in his work on the. soul, is the best 
teacher, the best guide^ the best interpreter,, and 
the best comtnentator. We cannot love him 

ft s 

while he reflects his anger from a fiery law* 
An earthly judge is a terror to an evil doer; no 
criminal can love him. But ere long God wiU 
shine in the face pf Christ, when thou wilt have 
the lightof hiscountenancejiftcd up upoathee^ 
and then shall thou shine forth, and thy health 
shall spring forth speedily ;.yeay thou shalt be 
as the morning. 

, My dear Master will make several slow ad- 
ranees^ momentary and transient visits, to the^^. 
previous to the day of espousals.. He will ap« 
pear on the mountains, and. many obstacles will 
lower their towering heads. Then he will shew 
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himself through the lattice, which will make 
some slits and crevices through the old veil that 
is upon thy heart; but it will not destroy the 
face of that covering, nor wholly swallow up 
death in victory. Then he will stand behind 
the wall, and the old strong holds wiir begin to 
shake; prejudice, enmity, hardness, infidelity^ 
and despondency, will scarcely hold together, 
ButO! when once he puts his hands in by the 
hole, and rends the caul of thine heart, then 
unbelief flies back, faith goes in, and love, sor- 
row, and evangelical repentance, will flow out; 
for thy bowels will be moved for him more than 
ever Joseph's were* over Benjamin, or the real 
mother over the son that Solomon ordered to be 
cut in two. And this will be thy blessed * and 
happy case and state not many days hence: nor 
shall my words fall to the ground ; for " God 
will confirm the word of his servants, and per- 
form the counsel of his messengers,'' Nor shall 
one soul, that God by his law hath wounded, 
ever seek his face in vain. His delay and long- 
suffering are salvation. He delays, that our 
case may become desperate and incurable; that 
his wisdom, skill, power, and goodness, may be 
seen; that our deep need may be felt; and that 
a lasting impression may be left on the soul, 
and the greater glory redound to his dear and 
matchless name. Every respite, every breath- 
ing time, every ray, every glimpse, every view. 
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every revival, every sweet thought, every 
solving sensation (call them Gad, for there is 
a whole troop behind, and the banner of love 
with them) will be highly prized. Wonder not 
at the mystery.— Our carnal minds are enmity, 
and do oppose the Lord even in his work on 
our own souls; but this shall not counteract 
God's designs of grace: and thou wilt ever find 
that, when thou art the most afraid, ashamed, 
and abashed, the furthest of all from God, and 
the last that can expect to be regarded, thoiu 
wilt even then feel the greatest freedom and 
nearest access. — Christ's merits, not our own, 
procure access to the Father. 

Legal pride, my daughter,* always works 
with legal bondage: the law, in all its opera- 
tions, never excludes boasting. Thou mayest 
Dot only find thine heart drawn to seek applause, 
but thou wilt find the time when thou wilt be 
proud of thy sufferings. It is pardoning love 
that works humility, and not sin-reviving wratli. 
And this, my girlj shews us the need of purg- 
ing, fanning, and winnowing. But when Jesus 
comes, bis work is all before him, and his re* 
ward is with him; healing and health are the 
work of his hands^ and every grace is the re* 
ward that he brings. It is no difficulty to me 
to make thee out I see clearly enough where 
thou art. — God is teaching, wounding, and 
condemning thee by the law, that he may lead 
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thee to hia dear Son, to receive at his foot t^ 
woiyI of life; and to be healed, justified, and 
aved by him; and thou art at this time learn-* 
ng the last lesson at that school. The work is 
neariy finbhed, and salvation is at the door: 
hope and expectation are now in thy heart, and 
thou wouldest not part with thy present chas-^ 
tbements of God for all the world, nor wouldest 
tifton change states with the most carnally secure, 
nor with the brightest hypocrite that shines in 
Zion; for, though he fills thy mouth with 
gravel, and gives thee gall to drink, yet to the 
hungry soul these bitter things are sweet; for 
the quickened soul had rather have them than 
be given up to its own heart's lust, or be left at 
ease in Zion. 

Having no friend at hand to copy this, it 
comes pure from the coal-barge, and I suppose 
will puaale thee as bad as thy scribble pu22les 
me* God bless thee: My kind love to Miss H. 

Yours in the best of bonds, 

W.H. S.S. 



GLXXXI. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

AIt dame has told me that thou art ill; which is 
Che caase of thy seat at the King's table being 
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f Opty^ We are bom to troable at our fir&ir 
birth, aod a brotlier is born for adversity when 
be is l;K)rn agaiiu These afflictions 4re not joy ous, 
bpt grievqus^ yet afterwards they are to yield 
tl^e peaceable fruits of rigbteousness in thoso 
9^ercis€|d thereby ; and these frviits are peace, 
quietness^ assurance, submission^ and gratitude 

tq^Qqd. We descepd iQto the furnace with 

* 

xquch relpctapcc, 3eilf-will9 hanging baclc, ai^ 
vrithd rawing of th^ neck from the yoke. There 
^sJniQur.porrupt nature a disapprobation of the 
4}vine,conduct9 and a resentment of it, fretting 
and kicking ^ain$t it; but, if all within wa^ 
^^sign^tiopj wh^re would be thecross? However, 
Qod fn^kesi us willing, because we expect the 
present he:p promised ; for this we hope» this we 
f jcpept, this we call for, apd for tbi^ we look 
and long; and God sh^U satisfy the longiiig soul. 
"^rhe good Spirit n^ipgles liis ip^ek and quiet, 
humbling ai)(i ^oft^niqg inflviences with our 
pain and grief, and turns all the sorrow into a 
sorrowing after God, and sorrowing over Christ, 
find both these are of a godly sort. 

The balm of Gilead, under the Spirit*s testir 
mony of Christ, ^alms and composes conscience^ 
\vhen the sparks of love> and the oil of joy, melt 
the nipuntains, dissolve the doubts, and make 
servile fear give way ; while grateful acknow- 
ledgements expand the heart, and flow out with 
1^ thousand blessings and praises ^o the sympa^, 
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thetic High Priest of our profession. Our best 
dbedteace in affliction is to lie passive: we were 
to when formed anew in Christ Jesus ; and we 
must be the same under every future trans-' 
formation, being ordained to be conformed to 
(jhrisfs image. 

God bless you both* 

The Doctor. 



CLXXXIL 

Littleport. 
DEAR FRIENDS, 

X SET off from home last Wednesday, at three 
p'clock in the afternoon, and slept at Stevenage 
that night. The next day we reached Down- 
ham, in the Ise of Ely, about five in the even- 
ing; and on Saturday we came to Littleport, 
where I preached twice yesterday to a very 
large audience, more than the barn could hold, 
for some stood without. My congregation 
seemed very quiet, still, attentive, and devout. 
I was not in my frame a Boanerges, or son of 
thunders ndther an herald, to sound an alarm ; 
ah inquisitor, to make inquisition for blood; nor 
a candle, to search out the crimes of Jerusa- 
lem ; nor was the lowing of the ox, or the roar- 
ing of the Hon, heard among us. My charac- 
ter and office were those of a son of oiI«--a sou 
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of consplation; for, being comfbrtaUe both 
times myself, I wa; anointed to the offiee:of one 
who comforteti) the mourners in Zion, of whom 
there are not a few in their mourning weeds in 
these parts. One in particular, a farmer's dame, 
who has long attended, having lately lost, sud-» 
denly, an only daughter, has been ever since 
bowed down greatly, and could by no means 
lift up herself. She told some of her friends 
that, although I was come, she could not go out 
to hear me. However she came; and her crest 
was once more raised ; and she went home con- 
firmed in the assertion of the royal Psalmist, ^'But 
thou, O Lord, art a shield for me, my glory, and 
the lifter up of my head." And a blessed thing it 
is for the eyes of a downcast sinner to behold 
the sun. But the scales must drop from the 
eyes, the yoke of unbelief from the jaws, the 
shackles from the feet, and the bauds from the 
neck, when the Bridegroom pays the perishing^ 
sinner a love visit The mountains flow dowa 
at his presence, when he treads upon the high 
places of the earth. He is indeed the leader 
and commander of the Lord's host; and every 
obstruction gives way, and gives place, to hi&' 
presence and his power. The Red Sea and the: 
river Jordan; the mountain of Horeb and the 
valley of death; the ocean of corruption and die 
cage of devils; legions of crimes and clamours 
of conscience; infidelity's bar and a heart of 
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ttotie; are all lets in the Saviour's way :-^theh 
iS0men Jesus, the dooi^ being fihut, and stands in 
the rotdst, with a "Peace Jbe unto you!** And^ 
had we eyes that could see the legions of devils 
and evils that are dispersed before this proclam- 
ation of peace from the Prince of Peace, they 
would appear to us more numerous than my 
dame's bees when they swarm. But the word 
which God sent, " preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ," let this voice reign and rule in us, and 
we shall still know for ourselves that he is JLord 
of all. Farewell. 

The Coalheaveh. 



CLXXXIII. 

June 2g, 1 608. 
DEAR BLTTT, 

I DROP you a few lines, knowing that sympathy, 
succour, and encouragement^ are beneficial tp 
feeble knees and other infirmities. I am a mC'- 
dical man, and have in these parts consider* 
able practice, for they seem determined to draiiji 
both my skill and my medicines. And, hav« 
ing done our l)est, daily experience proves that 
all our disorders return again. The plague of 
the heart, the risings of corruption, and tliQ 
workings of unbelief^ are among our incurabU 
diseases. Satan's rage at our hope exasperates 
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'fatm to be continually rubbing fresh nitre into 
these old wounds, which are called our dailj 
cross/ being the peculiar lot of all those who 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a sore 
travail under the sun, which God has given to 
the sons of men to be exercised with: but the 
Lord will not lay on more than he will edable 
us to bear. Christ and his salvation are most 
highly prized by God the Father: and he will 
make us deeply feel their need before that 
pearl of great price is made sure to us; to ob- 
tain which nothing should cause us to slacken 
in our diligence, seeing it is all that is worth 
obtaining, and all that is worth keeping. Nor 
would Satan try so hard to oppose us, if he were 
not in fear of our success. 

I now begin to wish to set my face towards 
mount Gilead; though I have two more weeks 
to abide in these parts, where the people are 
thirsting for the word, and drain my cruse pretty 
dry. However, I am satisfied it is the Lord's 
work, and doubt not but his family greatly in- 
creases here: and this is my meat and drink, 
and sends me with thanksgivings to my God for 
giving me, as Leah said, a good dowry, though 
X am much hated. 

Let nothing, my dear Betty, deter nor dis- 
courage thee from following after Him, whom 
to know aright is life eternal. 

Affectionately thine, 

W. H. S. S* 
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CLXXXIV. 

jL^^j Newark^ Aug. 3, 

"^ beloved in God, 

£D Granths^m Thursday night at nine 
and preached on Friday evening to a 
ise, which sent me home with a wet 
The poor, the halt, the maimed, and the 
still flock together, and Inquire softer 
of Nazareth. An old gentleman came, 
Helmsley, in the North riding of York- 
, to hear me last night at Grantham — a 
\nce of a hundred and ten miles. He is in 
inS| smd has been iQng persuaded that, if he 
lid hear one that knew Christ, he should 
me forth; and I think he soon will. A 
lung woman at Grantham was among the 
\rminians; but, God having made her heart 
.lonest, and her head sound, she could not put 
on the sheep's skin, nor make lies her refuge. She 
took to my books, and *The Child of Liberty 
in Legal Bondage* suited her, though she was 
frightened at the name of a bad spirit. She 
then wrote to a friend to inquire about me and 
my writings; who sent her a scandalous ac- 
count, enjoining secresy; which she thought 
sufficient to convince her that he wrote it with 
shame and fear. She therefore continues to 
read my books, and hopes in the contents of 



them. My sermon making against her, she 
fainted. Good advice, however, private prayer, 
anrf some predictions of better days, left her in 
hope. And I expect an act of grace and a gaot 
cfeh'very for her in a short time, as her strength 
and working arm are at the point of giving up 
the ghost; and we know that when these with- 
draw, the arm of God is made bare. But 
Christ and company, flesh and spirit, must not 
be named together; at least it must n6t be so 
done in our country, though it be carried on at 
Sinai. 

I have had invitations to Leicester, Sheeps- 
head, . Kegworth, &c. but am bound alid bent 
for York. Am to preach here again to-morrow 
arid Monday ; at Redford on Tuesday evening ; 
at Sherborn, near York, on Wednesday, and at 
Helmsley on Friday evening. Having been 
much indulged in secret, I keep my room con- 
tinually, in hopes that I shall savour more of 
Christ in the pulpit. The people would drain 
my cruse all day long, if I would let them, and 
keep me up all night; which they attempted' 
last evening, when the room was full, supper set 
out, and the guests set down. — But, old age 
having taught the Doctor to exercise clemency 
towards the Coalheaver, he practised French 
leave and Kentish compliments — that is, with- 
drew supperless, and left them to wait his re- 



*7^ 

turn in vain; which enabled me to spend two 
or three hours this morning alone, before the 
householders could rise from their be43, 

I expect great success this journey, as my 
Lady's men are sadly despised; one, who has 
tfhe chapel in this town, often preaches to twor 
c»r three persons. I 'bless my good G^d^ that 
he d<>es not drive me on against wind aAd tide at 
such a discouraging rate as that. 

And: now I suppose Tommy is inquiring 
wlien I-rcfturn. To this I shall mak^ no reply; 
as Londonis too full fed at a constant and well 
furnished table, while the poor' soiil^ in thcj 
country crave the crumbs that fair from thd 
tabid of others. But sure 1 am that all the 
family, sooner or later, shall fend th6 Bride* 
groom's absence, arid- feel a fast m those days. 
At present I am a bishop at large; and amf 
no more afraid of wanting a diocese, a rectory,' 
OT a vicarage, than I am of wanting bread: nor 
do I believe that I sliall want money to beaf 
my expenses, being more than sure that my 
journey is of God. There are two men now iu 
Newark who came from Sheffield to hear; and 
some now in London will know the time when 
they would be glad to go as far. The farm and 
the merchandize are of no use when leanness 
eaters the soul. 

God bless thee. My love to dame. 

W. H. S. S. 
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CLXXXV. 
deAr tommy, 

• » 

xxAViNG a bad cold, and being hoarse^ I anf 
like a dumb dog that cannot bark. But, through 
mercy, I can believe* A divine compubiou 
has wrought this; ''As soon as they hear of 
tne they shall obey me." This, Tommy, i% 
piore than all Adam's family can say ; for we 
are bom in unbelief, and nothing but divine 
power can make that injurious bolt fly back, 
and give way.. Reproof, conviction, truth, and 
faith, all come into the heart at once^ That 
which convicts me I know to be true, and the 
power which I feel I am forced to believe* 
This is the grace, Tommy, that feeds the soul, 
and dresses it in the Saviour's robe; which 
claims our adoption, and the promised parent- 
age of God. Tender my kind love (o Mrs. O^ 
and believe me 

Yours most truly, 

W* H. S. S, 
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